EFFECT AND RESPONSE IN NEVADA TO THE GREAT 1906 SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA EARTHQUAKE

The Social Response in Nevada

Effects of the April 18th 1906 San Francisco Earthquake

The Great 1906 San Francisc Nearly every Nevadan had a relative or friend who lived in San Francisco in

motion in western and cent EaSt Of the Slerra Nevada Nevada Earthquakes Triggered 1906, and many mining companies had their headquarters there. San
earthquake sequence, but the c 2 7. Wik « ) i Francisco was, and still is, a sister city to western Nevada.
and political response in Nevad by the 1906 Event

Paradise Valley
Earthquake was felt by a few people,

With heavy hearts people crowded around telegraph and train stations upon

g winnemucea 72 S it ot o s A few small- to moderate-sized earthquakes in hearing about the disaster to gain word of loved ones' and friends' fates.
person ot  amp swaying T A Nevada were likely triggered by the passage of Some left immediately on westbound trains to find and assist people.
4 waves from the 1906 San Francisco Earthquake.
The Effects of the 1906 Earthquake in Nevada These began at 2:05 p.m. (PST) on April 19th, 33 Within days over $38,000 (1906 dollars) was reported collected by Nevada
B A hours following the great event, and were located communities fo.r San Francisco disas.ter rel.ief. The towns of Reno,
"In towns along the east base of the Sierra Nevada and within 25 or 30 miles : ‘ R‘:l':“".‘deé‘:'l‘:‘:ke\f"'*g R°SSi'FgLeaIIL"tenSity to .the east of Reno, in the Walker Lane. The :.ovello.ck, ancil: Wannemu?lc: along tthi.rallroad l.1ne f:d :Ed ::’l.otl.le.d ?fug;es
of the base, the shock was distinctly felt, movable objects were seen to swing / ol Lovetock 7 mainshock of the Nevada events occurred at 8:15 ra(;ret;lng ;as t.h reeP raff. ral;ls.plor a:ilon w:stglven fY 1 teh 1rg;n1a-d rul: efe
and heard to bump or rattle, and a very small number of persons were g scio oyl i ’ (from Lawson 1908) p.m. (PST) and rattled windows, set lamps and ant . ¢ %‘i‘ le{“tl aclf}c . r:a :il — OI;.S il elsl,. rc:lat, ;e ’
awakened." Louderback (1908) — S e e |y el o os ™| doors to swaying, stopped a clock, and scared potatoes, b anKels, collee, ANC Ol PP e S I
Sightshook. Qi ek dits wer g v £ people at Olinghouse and Browns Station, causing Francisco. Refugees were given shelter in Reno, Carson City, Virginia City,
Wost part o ' them to run outside. Three aftershocks were also Gold Hill, ar}d. Silvcfr City. Many disp.lac.:ed men were given jobs .in the
These effects occurred from Sierra Valley to Lone Pine. [Quincy S felt over the next two hours. These accounts come hubddahs l:lamtflc Railroad that was building thromgil e
et | el from Louderback (1908) an”d Toyvnley and Allgn mining LGSRV
"Perhaps the most important of the physical signs reported is the Eoniaro st i 250 G0 WY nalgisnos | 4 (d]%ztsr?b);ttizlr‘:u‘::ril\):?st Steastteeid’ t;{g?g;}’:igsf;‘;rfﬁfhzaiee”g
disturbance of smooth water surfaces. In five instances at three different Boca St e, batre . ‘ e RO A o T ‘ related to t?’ze Fault algogz the east base of theq Virginia
localities, ditch tenders or irrigators noticed an agitation of quiet water i e s i 1, ,_ , Range.” This is the garea where the northwgest-
surfaces and that the water lightly splasht against the sides as if from EESE‘E%ZE&Z&TSSV; strilg:iﬁg right-lateral Pyramid Lake fault system is
low waves, or as in a vessel of water when it is slightly tilted." docksiopped. |41 long. o s o | e v 1 i - ) W g, A7 g |0 located ’ Overall, the area of strong shaking was
Louderback (1908) | A eopt wareswakeni AR oo G ———— e , : I\ - limited. constrairiin th f K : b Nearly every Nevadan had
Lakeview VALY Carson [City] {e cop o 5 N i g INZ ‘ | . g e earthquake size to about Francisco. Nevada needs to
5238[6' {0 sei 5o e 7 ’, ‘ L (' =3 | | magnitude 5 or less. earthquakes in mind when co
on. W7 g5 ovee R 4 5 L R | long-period motion. Furt
Further east into Nevada, suspended objects were noticed to swing, but the Walley's Hot Spring : :ia;thr(itlliael;esa;ilsst:etl'l;:::ntsouccl:d
earth waves were not felt by people. The furthest east these effects were oS F R are’compa,ssionate people timt
noticed was Winnemucca, Nevada, about 340 miles (544 km) from the San
Andreas fault system.

Financial Impact to Nevada
Hot Springs near the Sierra Nevada increased in temperature and springs as far
east as Elko County were agitated and ran a different color.

The April 19th 1906
Nevada Earthquake

Nevada's financial health was threatened by the 1906
earthquake with the loss of company offices, bank closings in Sources of Information

The map to the right shows locations in Nevada and eastern California that reported San Francisco, and the loss of potential investors.
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Rattled windows, lamps and doors.

Independence | swunengack and forth, clocks stopped.
People did not feel the earthquake. 3

Although there was a distinct impact on the Comstock mines

but some clocks were stopped and

windors 1St 4 Carson Dam 1v ) in Virginia City, the overall financial effect on Nevada was Rowley, B., 2006, The big quake: Nevada Magazine, March/April, p. 36-37.
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NF = Not felt or not noticed Goldfield, and Pioche, had headquarters and investors outside 1-297.

IV, V and VI are Modified Mercalli
Intensity Values.
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company offices were destroyed, shutting down production,
was the C & C Shaft. San Francisco bank closings affected the
Ophir Mine, the Consolidated Virginia Mine, and the Hale and
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