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History of Mining

Mining activity in the area covered by this report began about 1860 with the
organization of the Humboldt mining district. In 1861 the Star and Buena Vista
districts were discovered, and the town of Unionville became the center of mining
activity in the region. During the decade following the Civil War a number of min-
ing districts were organized, thousands of locations made, towns built, and large
sums of money expended in mining. Abundant evidences of this early activity re-
main in numerous prospect holes in the Humboldt Range. The writer believes that
the Humboldt Range has been prospected more thoroughly than any other mountain |
range in Nevada. 'Several Stetefeldt furnaces were erected, one at Oreana and one r““”"
at Winnemucca, to treat the base ores. The Oreana smelter was the first in Nevada |
from which lead was shipped in commercial quantities, and it contests with Argenta, [
Mont., the honor of being the birthplace of the silver-lead smelting industry in i

!
|

¥

the United States. In addition to these smelters nuumerous H- to 1lO-stamp mills
were erected in the sixties and seventies in the Buena Vista, Sierra, and other
districts of the region. Most of these early mines reached the zenith of their
production before the first railrocad was completed.

The Central Pacific Reilroad (now Southern Pacific Railroad) was completed a- prse
cross the State on May 10, 1869, and prior to this date supplies and machinery had
to be hauvlied by wagon ueam from Marysville or Sacramento, Calif, Railroad communi-.
cation did not improve mining facilitles sufficiently to offset the decrease in the
grade of the ore so that mining gradually declined in the older districts. :

Before completion of the rallroad considerable quantities of high-grade ores
were packed by wagon train to the coast. Some of these ores were shipped to
Swansea, Wales, for swmelting. Even after the railroad was completed gome ore was
transported by r& i1 to the coast and then shipped to England via Liyerpool, Accorde
ing to Whitehill—/ ores were shipped to Zngland as ballast in sailing vessels so
that the cost of freight from mines to England was only $35 -per ton.

From 1881 to 1900 the gold placers discovered in American Canyon, Spring Valley,
and Dry Gulch in the eastern part of the Humboldt Range and the placers in the Fast

Range attalned considerable prominence and were. act1ve1J worked by American and
Chinese miners.

Important discoveries at Seven Troughs in 1907 and at Rochester in 1912 re-
vived mining activity for a number of years.

In recent years the mining of tungsten ores has been the outstanding develop-—
ment in the mineral industries of Pershing County: At present precious-metal min-
ing in Pershing County is confined largely to small-scale operations-either by les-
Sees Or ownerss

. Metal Production

Pershing County is distinguished for the variety of its mineral resources. {
The principal minerals produced in the past have been silver, gold (both lode and
placer), tungsten, and quicksilver. In recent years the principal ocutput of the
county has been tungsten concentrates from the Mill City deposits, Table 1 shows
the production of the principal metals exclusive of tungsten and quicksilver,

Other minerals that have been produced in commercial quantities are antimony,
arsenic, sulphur, copper, lead, aumortlerite, diatomaceus earth, ‘gypsum, and small
quantities of iron and zinc.

In March 19%6 the writer estimates that 3MO men were employed directly in the
mining industries of the county.,

L Toitehill, H. R., Stat logist i i
4/ hibehil ﬁeVada,'187i;%2m1§?rﬁ ogist, Biennial Report of State Mineralogist,
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TABLE 1, - Metal production Pershing County, 1919-34
el Lode gold Poar ol gt v

o Fine ounces Value Fine ounces Value Fine ounces Value
1919 | 7,143,87 $147,677 R N $o45 706,734 $791,542

o 1920 | 6,916,76 142,982 i,u; T 653,669 712,499
1921 9.584,17 193,988 21 &7 1394975, . . (59,919
1922 | 5,450,60 112,674 17.27 357 36,199 836,199
192 6,412,01 132,548 49,68 1,027 731,222 599,602
192 6,031.59 124,684 99.7 2,062 352,168 235,953
1925 | 1,743,78 36,047 b1,8 865 71,978 9,953
1926 629,07 1%,00U L6, 34 - 958 20,643 12,881
1927 2,366 41 4g,918 63.90 1,321 168,327 95,4
1928 2,037,111 Yo,117 us,gg 999 252,881 147,975
1929 516,88 10,685 149, 3,088 52,9uu 29,818
1930 | 10,836.63 22,013 71,84 1,485 ol 51k 9,438
1931 6,398,36 132,270 184,41 3,812 14,113 ,09%
1932 1,622.43 33,539 21k4.61 , 436 1%,228 3,730
193 3,848,149 79,555 Lgo,7h 17,186 28,023 9,808
193 9,904:11 - 346,149 557415 19,472 5519390 5,870

Total| &1,242.77 1,820,850 2,090.62 58,171 Y, 723,557 4,313,737
" Copper Lead
b Pounds Value Pounds Value Total value

191G o5 s 186,025 $34,601- 21,578 $1,144 $975,909
192054« 5 3,751 690 101,298 8,104 ghl, 346
032 SRR 1,020 132 82,928 3,732 937,914
1922.....| 6,726 908 9,801 5,324 955,462
192% ¢ suns 210 31 hg,549 7,398 : 736,606
1924, .... 2,196 268 32,815 2,625 365,612
192540000 1,981 281 99,977 8,698 95, 8l
192640 e s 4, 2L5 594 - 215,995 17,280 Wy 717
1987 sesns 552 72 96,972 6,109 151,861
1928, 55 500 5,314 762 77,269 4 hgp 196,298
1929s...5 | 27,975 h,02 36,102 2,274 50,789
19304se0e | 33,357 4,337 36,032 1,802 2l1,075
1931s0ves | 2,220 ... 202 11,520 Y26 140,803

. 182 PP 2,888 182 605 18 41,905
1933 ecs.. PR NPT FT R . 22,980 &50 107,399
193%,....| 3,853 308 35,8383 1,326 402,125

" Total. | 282,313 48,315 1,017,259 | $67,592 $6,308,665
4357 -7 -
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