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Earthquake faults occur throughout Nevada,  

and potential losses from earthquakes are high 

for many communities.

NBMG Map 167, Quaternary Faults in Nevada, is now 

available not only as a poster but also as an interactive 

map (Open-File Report 09-9) on line at 

www.nbmg.unr.edu. You can use it to locate your home 

or business.

http://www.nbmg.unr.edu/


Age of Latest Fault Rupture

< 150 years (historical)

< 15,000 years

< 130,000 years

< 750,000 years

< 1,800,000 years          

(Quaternary)

There are active 

faults nearly 

everywhere in 

Nevada.  A 

magnitude 6.0 

earthquake can 

occur anywhere 

in Nevada. 50 km

www.nbmg.unr.edu



The map has

~130 major faults 

(with lengths >19 

miles or 30 km),

~300 intermediate 

faults with lengths 

of 6-19 miles (10-

30 km), and >1,150 

smaller faults. 

Surface breakage 

typically occurs 

when an 

earthquake is 

greater than or 

equal to 

magnitude 6.5. 50 km



The locations, ages of latest 

rupture, and other features of 

the faults are in a geographic 

information systems (GIS) 

database, which is accessible 

on line at www.nbmg.unr.edu.



By clicking map contents on 

and off, the faults can be 

viewed on aerial photographs.



By clicking map contents on 

and off, the faults can be 

viewed on aerial photographs 

or on topographic maps of the 

U.S. Geological Survey.



Expand any 

portion of 

the state to 

see details.



Example:

Fairview Peak 

fault (1954 

rupture, 

magnitude 7.1, 

5.3 meters of 

normal, right-

lateral 

displacement)



Faults are shown as 

1,000-meter-wide          

(0.6-mile-wide) swaths, 

here on a topographic 

map base.



Faults are shown as 

1,000-meter-wide swaths, 

here on an aerial 

photograph base.



You can use the map 

contents to click the 

faults on and off, here 

with just the aerial 

photograph base.



The aerial photographs 

and topographic maps 

can be enlarged to show 

features as small as 

houses and roads.



Fault scarps 

from the 1954 

earthquake



Faults are shown as 

1,000-meter-wide swaths, 

here on an aerial 

photograph base.



Faults are shown as 

1,000-meter-wide swaths, 

here on a topographic 

map base.



Example:

Genoa fault 

(last ruptured 

approximately 

600 years ago)

Topographic base map from the USGS.



As you blow up the view, the computer 

automatically picks a more detailed 

USGS topographic base map.



As you blow up the view, the computer 

automatically picks a more detailed 

USGS topographic base map.



Faults are shown as 

1,000-meter-wide swaths, 

here on an aerial 

photograph base.


