
Earthquake Hazards in Lincoln County

Presentation for the Nevada Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee 

by Jonathan G. Price                                                                           

Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology



Earthquake faults occur throughout Nevada,  

and potential losses from earthquakes are high      

for many communities.
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NBMG Map 167, Quaternary Faults in Nevada, is now 

available not only as a poster but also as an interactive 

map (Open-File Report 09-9) on line at 

www.nbmg.unr.edu. You can use it to locate your home 

or business.

http://www.nbmg.unr.edu/


Age of Latest Fault Rupture

< 150 years (historical)

< 15,000 years

< 130,000 years

< 750,000 years

< 1,800,000 years          

(Quaternary)
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Display faults, colored by age of most recent movement, 

on topographic or aerial photographic base maps.
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Zoom in for more detail.
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Zoom out for the regional view.
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Information is available on individual faults.

Slip rate of <0.2 mm/yr     

= less than 2 meters       

(6.6 feet)                           

every 10,000 years.



The USGS integrates (1) fault, (2) earthquake, and (3) 

geodetic data into its probabilistic seismic hazard analysis.



(1) Active faults occur nearly 

everywhere in Nevada, 

including Lincoln County.



(2) Earthquakes have occurred throughout Nevada.
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ShakeMap from the 

Nevada 

Seismological 

Laboratory at UNR

Magnitude 4.4             

28 miles SSW of         

Caliente                      

on June 19, 2006

The earthquake 

was not obviously 

on a mapped fault.

A magnitude 6.0 

earthquake can 

occur anywhere in 

Nevada, on a fault 

that is not exposed 
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surface.

Caliente.

Pioche.

Alamo.


