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Earthquakes in the Eureka 

region 

   Earthquakes in Austin and Eureka 1868-1894 

 

Å1st reported event in Austin  Nov. 7, 1868; eight 
more through 1894, 

 

ÅM 5.5 near Austin   March 23,1872, plaster fell in 
courthouse, 

 

ÅM 6 south of Austin   Nov. 12, 1872, sharp 
shock. 

 

 



ÅApril 11, 1872    slight shock Eureka, 

 

ÅNov. 8, 1873   quaking last couple of  

     nights, quite a perceptible 

     quiver for several seconds, 

 

ÅApril 2, 1875    severe Eureka M5+. 

 

ÅDec. 8, 1881   heavy shock in Eureka 



April 2, 1875 

~6:00 pm; about 3 secs. Shaking, 

 

ñbrought to the feet every man, woman, and child 

in town.  Everyone rushed frantically to the 

streets, and not a few clambered up the hill-

sides for safety, fearful that the town was about 

to be demolishedò 

    Eureka Daily Sentinel  4/2/1875 

 

MMI = VII,  Slemmons and others (1965) 



Earthquake faults occur throughout Nevada,  

and potential losses from earthquakes are high      

for many communities,                                              

including Eureka and Ely. 
             

                             



Earthquake faults occur throughout Nevada,  

and potential losses from earthquakes are high 

for many communities. 

             

                             

NBMG Map 167, Quaternary Faults in Nevada, is now 

available not only as a poster but also as an interactive 

map (Open-File Report 09-9) on line at 

www.nbmg.unr.edu.  You can use it to locate your home 

or business. 

http://www.nbmg.unr.edu/


Age of Latest Fault Rupture 

< 150 years (historical) 

< 15,000 years  

< 130,000 years 

< 750,000 years 

< 1,800,000 years          

 (Quaternary) 

There are active 

faults nearly 

everywhere in 

Nevada.               

A magnitude 6.0 

earthquake can 

occur anywhere 

in Nevada. 50 km 

www.nbmg.unr.edu 



www.nbmg.unr.edu 

Easy to pinpoint an address 





www.nbmg.unr.edu 

Multiple ways to zoom in to a location 



www.nbmg.unr.edu 

Display faults, colored by age of most recent movement, 

on topographic or aerial photographic base maps. 



www.nbmg.unr.edu 

Display faults, colored by age of most recent movement, 

on topographic or aerial photographic base maps. 



www.nbmg.unr.edu 

Use the ñIdentifyò function to get more information about the faults.  

The western Diamonds Mountains fault zone is a normal fault (N) 

with a slip rate of less than 0.2 millimeters per year. 



www.nbmg.unr.edu 

Faults are shown as 

1,000-meter-wide swaths, 

here on an aerial 

photograph base. 



www.nbmg.unr.edu 

It is best to hire a 

consulting geologist to 

more accurately locate 

faults near your 

property. 



www.nbmg.unr.edu 

The fault with movement 

younger than 15,000 years 

that is closest to Eureka 



www.nbmg.unr.edu 


