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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH VOLUME.

UsUALLY, in the preface of a book the public expect to find the anthor’s apology
for writing it, or for not having done better, or for errors and blunders that the book
may possibly contain. Now, does the merchant tell you his goods are imperfect,
the bauker that his bank is insecwre, the railroad company that their bonds are
worthless, or the fishmonger that his fish are tainted? Then why should a poor
scribe, who has done his “level best,” be expected to “go back” on his own produe-
tion, even though it abound in occidental provineialisms 1

Now, if the reader thinks that a betfer or cheaper guide can be xroducad, the field
is ogen and ample, the lines of railroads are numerous—* pitch in.” As for ourselves,
we have no apologies to make—nothing to apologize for. On the cnntm::y, we know
our goods are as good as the merchant's, more reliable than the banker’s, or rather
his bonds, and as fresh as the mountain trout in his native element,.

We believed that a correct, comprehensive, and reliable guide-book of the great
Pacific Railroad was needed, there being nothing of the kind in existence, and early
in the spring of 1369 we commenced our labors to produce one that should in as few
words as possible convey to the reader a general idea of the most important places
and objeets of interest on the line of the Union and Central Pacific Railroad, and
immediately tributary thereto, between the Missouri River and the Paecific Coast.
Having passed ten years of our life in traversing the far Western country through
which this road was built previous to 1869, and having made the GUIDE a specialty
ever gince, we have had advantages in producing a reliable guide that few, if any,
have possessed.

e know the usual practice of book-makers is to “read up” anthorities, guess at

facts, make a little go a great way, lead the text, use large type and thick paper, so
as to make a big book, that will be found to convain many glittering generalities, but
no reliable facts. Our conception of a guide-book is quite the reverse. The public
does not want a big book, but they do want facts, names, dates, distances, illustra-
tions, and condensed telegrams, in the smallest posssible space and for the least pos-
gible money.
The present volume of the GUIDE contains in addition to fen more pages of read-
ing matter, five large illustrations, a mining map of Utah, a map of the Yellowstone
Country, a map of Salt Lake City, a map of Council Bluffs and Omaha Bridge con-
pections, besides a magnificent steel-plate colored map of the world, prepared express-
ly for this volume of the Guipg. The map of the world shows to tourists and travel-
ers the route around the world, with time, distance, and fare. The GUIDE now con-
tains two hundred and twenty-four pages, fifty illustrations, and eleven maps.

The reader will observe that we have advanced the retail price of the GUiDE
twenty-five cents. This was absolutely necessary to cover the additional cost of
maps, illustrations, and extra binding. As the Union & Central Pacific Railroad is
the longest in the world, most completely equipped, passes over the broadest plains
and the loftiest mountains, and, in fact, 18 one of the most stupendous and magnifi-
eent enterprises in the world, why should it not have a gunide-book of corresponding
worth ? It has been the author’s aim fo produce one, and we leave our readers to
judge whether the present volume approximates the aim desired.

GEO. A. CROFUTT,
Box 3,435, 138 Nassan Street, New York,

Price, cloth covers, gilt sides and edges, §1 25; paper covers, printed in colors,
with red edges, §1 00. Sent post-paid on receipt of price.
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STEAMERS OF

. THE GENERAL TRANSATLANTIC COMPANY!

PEREIRE, ATLANTIQUE, GUADELOUPE,
VILLE DE PARIS, FRANCE, DESIRADE,
ST. LAURENT, PANAMA, GUYANE,
VILLE DU HAVRE, VILLE DE ST. NAZAIRE, SONORA,
| EUROPE, VILLE DE BORDEAUX, CARAIBE,
WASHINGTON, LOUISIANE, CACIQUE,
VILLE DE BREST, FLORIDE, CARAVELLE
NOUVEAU-MONDE, MARTINIQUE.
POB'RTAL LN B8
OF THE

GENERAL TRANSATLANTIC CO.:

I‘rommﬂﬂtoNWYommﬂmsatBrut,mdﬂmm :
Twice & month - = & = = Shortlyoncea Week

| From ST, NAZAIRE to VERA CRUZ, calling at Santander,

8t, Thomas and Havana, and vicoversa, = = =« Oncea Month

‘ From ST. NAZAIRE to ASPINWALL, calling at Martinique,

La Guayra and Sta. Martha and vice verss, - - = Omncea Month

. From PANAMA to vmanmo, al.llins at intermediate

ports, and vice versa - - Once a Month

Branch &ﬂm@@»@@%&! 8

From ST. THOMAS TO ASPINWALL, calling at Porto Rico,

Hayti, Santiago de Cuba, Eingston (Jamaica), & vice versa, Once a Month
From ST. THOMAS to FORT DE FRANCE, (Martinique),

calling at Basse Terre, [Guadeloupe], Pointe a Pitre, [Guade-

loupe], 8t. Pierre. [Martinique], and vice versa, = - Omnce a Month
From FORT DE FRANCE (Martinique) to CAYENNE, call-

at Bt. Lucia, 8t. Vincent, Gramda,Tﬂnidad Damenn, Burinam,
and vice versa, 4 e - = Once a Month

The eplendid Steamers of the South Pacific Line leave Panama for Val
and intermediate Points of Ecuador, Bolivia, Pern and Chili, on 30th
of every month, and connect closely with the Steamers of the Pacifio Mail
8. B, Company, leaving New York on the 15th of every month for Aspinwall.

For Rates of Passage and Freight, Dates of Departure, or
further information, apply to
GEO. MACKENZIE, Agent,
58 Broadway, New York.
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BRITISH AND NORTH AMERICAN

Royal Mail Steamships!

BETWEEN

LIVERPOOL, BOSTON & NEW YORK
CALLING AT CORK HARBOR,
THREE SAILINGS EVERY WEEK.

BOTHNIA AND SCYTHIA BUILDI NG,
ABYSSINIA, CALABRIA, KEDA PALMYRA, SCOTIA,
ALEPPO, CHINA, MA UI‘% P SIDON,
ATLAS, CUBA, MARATHON, RUSS TaRLF’ﬁ
ALGERIA, HECLA, MOROCCO, BAMA TRIPO
BATAVIA, JAVA, OLYMPUS,  SIBERI

RATES OF PASSAGE.
From Livérpool to New York or Boston, From New York or Boston to Liverpool.
Br Srmammes wor Camzrmma Stemzace | Pirst Class

........ $50, $100 and $130 Gold,
First Class. .covuvess sunaenes sansssas . 20 ACOCORDING TO AOCOMMODATION.
8ec0nd Class....suuur censsenasaaness. 18 | ROtUM Tickets lssued at a reduction of

15 per eent.
Br Sraammzs Carzving Sresmien Child between two and twelve years
First Class..........15, 17, and 91 guineas, of age, half fare.

AOOORDING TO ACOOMMODATION, Tickets to Parls, §15, Gold, additional,
o s p—

Passengers Booked fo and from sll paris of Europe ot Lowest Rafes.

——————— i —— ———
e Sram e e

D. vevaana veaeeee.B Water Liverpnol
D. &C. . ..Bt:%t:imQﬂ neenstown
H Visieunart Place,
G. 3 .
G.
B

i 4
"8 Bt Helon's hopegate Mrest, London
e e 0% 30 Jninsion Stroet. Glasg
" Baltic Dnnd?o

. CHARLES G. FRANCKLYN,
. 4 Bowling Green and 111 Broadway, New York.




Ocean to Ocean.

WEST TDO THE MISSOURI RIVER

A FEW words before we start.

Our Ten Commandments.
1. It is mot our province to recom-
aend any particular line east of the
fissouri river—each has itsown peculiar
ttractions. By reference to the Time
Table map in the front of the GUIDE,
| the announcement of some of the prin-
| eipal lines, with their special advan-
tages, will be found, and we would ad-
vise tourists to read them carefully,
then decide for themselves the route they
wish to travel before purchasing tickets.
.- 2. Be particular to choose such routes
as will enable you to vigit the cities,
towns, and objects of interest that you
desire to, without annoyance or needless
‘xpense.  See Time Table map for fare,

stance, etc. ete.

3. Never purchase your ticket from a
|~ anger in the street, but over the coun-
of some responsible company, When
schasing tickets, look well to the
s, and mnotice that each ticket is
aped at the time you receive them,
on tarn to page 224 of the GUIDE and
e a memorandum of the name of

company issuing the ticket, by what
ite, and the number and elass of the
Tn case of less, i e the fact

Q"mwn at the office of the company,
‘showing the memorandum as above
bed ; and steps can be taken im-
y to recover the ticket if it was

lost or stolen, or to prevent its being
used by any one else. By attention to
such slight and apparently unimportant
matters as these, travelers may escape
such swindles as are too likely to be
practiced upon them, and avoid much
possible loss and inconvenience,

4. Before starting out, provide your-
self with at least one-third more money
than your most liberal estimate would
seem to require.

5. Endeavor to be at the depot at
least fifteen minutes before the train
leaves, to avoid a rush,

6. Yon will need to show your ticket
to the baggage man when you ask him
to check your baggage, then see that
itis properly checked, and make a memo-
randum of the number of the check on
the same page of the GUIDE with your
ticket, when you will need to give it
no further attention until you get to the
place to which it is checked, when
you will need to look after ir.

7. Persons who accompany the con-
ductor through the cars, calling for bag-
gage to be delivered at the hotels or
other places, are generally reliable, but
the passenger, if in doubt, should en-
quire of the conductor, and then be care-
ful to compare the number of the ticket
received from the agent in exchange
itllr his check, to be sure that they are
alike.
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8. Do not seek to attract attention—
remember only boors are intrusive and
boisterous.

9. “Please” and “thanks” are tow-
erg of strength, Do not let the servants
excel you in patience and politeness,

10. And finally—Do not judge of the
people you meet by their clothes, or
think you are going Weast to find fools—
as 2 millionaire may be in buckskin and
a college graduate in rags.

AROUND THE WORLD.

Passengers can now procure tickets
for a trip around the world. The route
will be found on the large colored map
of the world in the back part of the
GuIDE. The price of tickets is now
$1,105, via China and Japan,and $985
viw Australia and the Oriental line of
steamships. The journey can be broken
at any point of interest en route and re-
sumed at pleasure. Only a short time
has elapsed since a journey to China and
India was only one remove from leaving
the world altogether. A traveler or
business man who, a few years ago,
went to Hong Kong or Caleutta, made
his will and arranged his affairs with a
certain knowledge that at least a year
or two of his life was required, and the
possibilities were against his returning
even then. To-day he packs his port-
mantean for a run around the globe,
transacts important business, and is
back in his office in New York, San
Franeiseo, or London in ninety days,
after having enjoyed an agreeable tour,
in which he is always in communication
with the chief centers of business by
telegraph and steam post routes.

Not only has sea navigation been im-
proved by the advances in naval archi-
tecture, and the greater perfection in
ships’ material, construction, and motive
power, but the vast distances of land
travel liave been decidedly shortened
both in space and time by the develop-
ment of land transportation. Moun-
taing and valleys have been brought to
a proper grade for immense lines of
railway on both continents. The diffi-
culties overcome and the energy and

enterprise exhibited by the building of
more than 5,000 miles of English rail-
way in India; connecting the prineipal
cities of that great peninsula, and the
completion of the Suez Canal, have only
been equaled by the construction of the
great Union and Central Pacific Rail-
road across our continent, which brings
the city of San Francisco on the Pacific
coast within less than a week’s comfort-
able journey of the Atlantic sea ports
of New York, Philadelphia, and Boston,
which heretofore took months to ae-
complish.

Passengers from the Eastern States
bound for the Pacific Coast can have
their choice of four great American
“Trunk Lineg,” from the Atlantic sea-
board, which connect with the Grand
Trans-Continental Railroad at Council
Bluffs o7 Omahba. Sleeping carsare run
on all through trains—most luxuriant
palaces, The charges are exfra, or
about $3 per day—24 hours. Only first- |
class passengers can procure berths in
the sleeping cars. These four lines |
are the “ New York Central and Hud-
son River Railroad,” the *“ Erie Rail-
way” line, the “ Pennsylvania Central,”
and the “ Baltimore and Ohio Rail-
road.”

The railroad connections by these
lines are almost innumerable, extending
to almost every city, town, and village
in nearly every State and Territory in
the United States; the regular through
trains of either line make close and sure
connections with the Pacific road, while
the fares are the same.

From

BOSTON,

Passengers can go by “all rail” wia

either Albany direct, or viz New York

City, or they can take the steamships

on Long Island Sound, of which there

are three first-class lines, comprisin

some of the fineat boats in the world,
From

NEW YORK

Passengers who degire to visit NTAGARA,
whose thundering cataracts far surpass |

|
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all other waterfalls in the known world,
and also view the great Suspension
Bridge over Niagara river—which un-
doubtedly is one of the finest structures
of its kind in this country—can have
chnice of two trunk lines.

The New York Central and Hudson
River line passes up the glorious old
Hudson, the magnificent river upon
the bosom of which Fulton lannched his
“experiment,” the first steamboat ever
constructed. The road is built almost
upon the river brink, upon the eastern
bank, which slopes back in irregular
terraces on both sides, pregenting from
the car window in summer—with its
groves, parks, gardens, orchards, and
alternate rich fields, with here and there
peeping out from beneath the trees the
magnificent country villa of the nabob,
the substantial residence of the wealthy
merchant, or the neat and tasteful
cottage of the well-to-do farmer—one of
the finest panoramic views in the whole
country. This line passes through Cen-
tral New York—the garden of the State
—ui@ Albany, Rochester, and Buffalo.

The Western direet connections of the
“New York Central” are at Buspension
Bridge (Niagara)—the “Great Western
and Michigan Central,” viz Detroit ; at
Buffalo—the “Lake Shore and Michigan
Southern,” via Dankirk and Cleveland.

The Erie Railway line traverses the
southern portion of the Btate of New
York, via Binghamton, Corning, and
Buffalo. The track of the “Erie" is
the broadest gauge in the country ; the
cars are very wide and commodious.
This route affords the traveler a view,
while crossing and recrossing the Dela-
ware, of gcenery and engineering skill
at once grand, majestie, and wonderful.
The direct Western connection of the
“Hrie” is the * Lake Shore and Michi-
gan Southern.”

The Pennsylvania Central line re-
ceives passengers in New York and

PHILADELPHIA,

and conveys them the entire length of
the great State of Pennsylvania, via
Harrisburg—the capital of the State—

to Pittsburg, the most extensive iron-
manufacturing city inthe United States.
The landscape on this line,and especial-
ly while passing along the beautiful val-
ley of the Susquebanna, the charming
blue Juniata and over the Allegha-
nies, presents scenery incomparably
grand, while the fearful chasms and
wonderful engineering skill noticeable
at many points are second only to that dis-
played at “Cape Horn" on the Sierra
Nevada mountains,

At Pittsburg, the “ Central ” connects
with the Pittsburg, Fort Wayne, and
Chieago Railroad—one of the best in
this country—and with many other
roads running in every direction. From

BALTIMORE

the “ Baltimore and Ohio R. R.” affords
passengers an opportunity to visit the

CAPITOL AT WASHINGTON,

and thence, viz Harper's Ferry, “over
the mountains ”* to Wheeling. It is said
by some travelers that the scenery by
this line is unsurpassed by any on the
continent.
From
CINCINNATI

passengers can have choice of several
first-class competing lines, ¢ia either
Chicago or Su. Louis, or #ia the ““ Bur-
lington Route”—direct, i@ Burlington,
Towa. From

CHICAGO

there are three lines—for special advan-
tages, we must again refer to our Time
Table map—the * Chicago and North-
weatern R, R.,” i@ Clinton and Cedar
Rapids ; the * Chicago, Rock Island, and
Pacific R. R.,” viz Rock Island, Daven-
port, and Des Moines , and the “ Burling-
ton Route,” »ia@ “ Chicago, Burlington,
and Quiney R. R.,” and the “ Burlington
and Missouri River R, R.” From

ST. LOUIS

Passengers can take either the ““ North
Missouri” or the * Missouri Pacific
R. R.” woia Kansag City, and the
“Kansas City, St. Joseph, and Couneil
Bluffs R. R.,” via St. Joseph, Mo.
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‘We have only enumerated the princi-
pal lines centering at Council Bluffs, op-
poeite the City of Omaha, the eastern
terminus of the Union Pacific Railroad
(so claimed at present).

COUNCIL BLUFFS

is sitnated in the western portion of the
Stateof lowa, about three miles from the
Missouri river, at the foot of the bluffs,
It is the county-seat of Pottawattomie
county, and contained, aceording to the
census of 1870, a population of 10,020,
It is four miles distant from Omaha,
Nebraska, with which ecity it is con-
nected by steam and horse railroads, as
well a8 by ferry.

Council Bluffs is one of the oldest
towns in Western Iowa. As early as
1846, it was known as a Mormon settle-
ment, by the name of Kanesville,
which it retained until 1853, when the
Legislature granted a charter desig-
nating the place as the City of Council
Bluffs. The explorers, Lewis and Clark,
held a council with the Indians here in
1804, and named it Council Bluffs,

The railroad interests are almost iden-
tical with thore of her “twin eister,”
Omaha, with which city she has been
recently connected by the railroad bridge
over the Missouri river.

Council Bluffs includes within her
corporate limits 24 square miles, ex-
tending north and south four miles,
east and west gix. The buildings are
good ; the town presents a neat, tasty,

and, wnha] a lively appearance, "Street.
cars traverse the principal streets.
Cliurches and schools are numerons—
the latter comprise one seminary for
young ladies, one high school, eight
private schools, and fourteen district or
free scliools. The Srate Institute for
the Deaf and Dumb bas been located

near the city, the buildings for which |

are about completed. Hotels are nume-
rous, but we always stop at the Ogden
House,

There are over 200 business houses
in the city, representing all branches.

- Their trade extends westward. up and

| forward to completion.

down the river, and over a large portion
of the country eastward.

There are two daily newspapers, the
Times, Democratic, and the Nonpareil,
Republican. The Post is a German
weekly, and the Oddfellow's Magazine
monthly, These papers are all zealous
advocates of home interests.

The surrounding ecountry is rich in
the chief wealth of a nation—agricul-
ture, No better farming land is found
than Western Iowa possesses, and when
this vast area shall become clogely set-
tled, Council Bluffs will be the central
point of one of the richest farming sec-
tions of the Union,

Leaving Council Bluffs, the train

speeds across the low, broad bottom
towards .

THE MISSOURI RIVER BRIDGE.

The construction of this bridge was
firat anthorized by Congress on the 25th
of July, 1866, but very little was done
until March, 1868, when work com-
menced, and was continued from that
time until July 26, 1869, when it was
suspended. Not.hmg more was done
until April, 1870, when T. E. Sickels,
chief engineer of the JDnion Pacific
Railroad, decided to push the bridge
A gecond con-
tract was made with the American
Bridge Company of Chicago,and work
againcommenced. The Missouri Bridge
Company was reorganized and composed
of some of the heaviest stockholders in
the Union Pacific Railroad Company,
and on the 24th of February, 1871, Con-
gress passed a special act authorizing
the Union Pacific Railroad Company to
construct this bridge across the Mis-
gouri river, and to issue bonds to the
amount of $2,500,000,

The county of Douglas, Nebraska,
voted, under certain conditions, aid in
county bonds to the amount of $250,000
(which have been delivered). Also,Pot-
tawattomie county, lowa, voted, under
certain conditions, aid to the amount of
$205,000 (which, we understand, have
not been delivered).

This bridge is a notable structure (see
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frontispiece) one-half mile in length— J from 100 to 300 tons, is applied ; the hy-

with the approaches, over one mile.

This bridge is located a little below
the old depot, and opposite that part of
the city of Omaha known as “ Train-
town,”

The irrepressible George Francis—
“ our next President of America”—pur-
chased, some ten years ago, for a nomi-
nal sum, geveral hundred acres of land,
which, it js said, is worth to.day over a
million of dollars. If George Francis
Train is mad, there is certainly some
“method in his madness.”

The bridge is known as a '“ Post's
Patent.” The hollow iron eolumns are
22 in number, two forming a pier,
These eolumns are made of wrought
iron one and threefourths inches in
thickness, 814 feet in diameter, 10 feet
long, weight 8 tons each. They are
riveted together airtight and sunk to
the bed-rock of the river, in one case 82
feet.

After these columus are seated on the
rock foundation they are filled up 20
feet. with stone eoncrete, and from the
concrete to the bridee “geat’ thev are
filled with regular masgnry, From
high-water mark to the bridge “seat,”
these columns measure fifty teet. The
eleven spans are 250 feet inlength, mak-
ing the iron part between abutments
2,750 feet ; the bridge has a single track,
with room for passengers and street-
cars,

These colnmns were cast in Chicago,
and delivered in the shape of enormous
rings, ten feet in length, When they
were being placed in position, the work-
men would take two or more rings, join
them together, place the coluomn where
it was to be sunk, cover the top with an
air-lock, then force the water from the
eolumn by hydraulic pressure, ranging
from ten to thirty-five pounds. The
workmen descend the columns by means
of rope-ladders, and fill sand-buckets,
which ars hoisted through the airlock
by a pony-engine. The sand is then
excavated about two feet below the
bottom of the column; the men come
out through the air-lock ; a leverage,

draulic pressure is removed; and the
¢ lumn sinks, from three inches to two
and one-half feet—in one instance, the
eolumn steadily sank down seventeen
feet, Whenever the eolumn sinks, the
sand fills in from ten to thirty feet—in
one inetance, forty feet. This bas to e

| excavated before another sinking of a
| few inches can take place, making alto-

gether a slow and tedions process,

‘While erossing this bridge into the
State of Nebraska, let us take a glance
at this

OUR WESTERN COUNTRY.

It can no longer be spoken of asthe
“far West,” as that land is generally
conceded to lie nearer sundown, or at
least beyond the Rocky Mountains. Ne-
braska, 80 lately opened up to the world,
and 8o lately considered one portion of
the “ wild West,” forms now one of our
central Srates. It possesses a genial cli-
mate, good water, and a fair supply of
timber, and the broad prairies of the
eastern portion of the Siate are dotted
with well-cultivated and well-stocked
farms that greet the eye of the traveler
in every direction, whils on all sides may
be seen the evidences of thrift and com-
fort found only in a farming region.
The winters are mild, considering the
latitude ; the summers not oppressively
warm ; and there is an absence of many
diseases that render our lower lands so
peculiarly unhealthy. The emigrant
who wishes a home where he can till
the soil, where his labors will be re-
warded with abundant harveets, will find
this State to satisfy hisaspirations fully.
Wheat, oats, and corn yield luxuriant
returns to the husbandman, and all
kinds of fruits and garden vegetables
incidental to this latitude can be grown
in profusion. Rarely will the traveler
find & more magnificent reene, and more
suguestive of real wealth and prosperity,
than can be seen on these broad prairies,
when the fields of yellow grain or wav-
ing corn are waiting for the harvesters.
Miles and miles away stretch the undu-
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lating plains, far, aye, farther than the
eye can gee, In rapid sueccession we
pass the better residence of the “old
settler,”with hisimmense fields of grain
and herds of stock, on beyond the boun-
daries of earlier settlements; and now
we reach the rude cabin of the hardy
settler who has located still * farther
west,” and here, within a few years, will
arise a home as attractive as those we
have left behind, surrounded with or-
chards, gardens, and flocks. Here, too,
will the snug echool-house be found,
and the white church, with its tapering
3pire, pointing the people to the abode
of Him who hath so richly blessed His
shildren. There is beauty on every
hand. The wild prairie flowers, of a
;housand different hues and varieties,
rreet the eye at every step; and the
iniest foot that ever trod Broadway
:ould gearce reach the ground without
rrushing the life from out some of these
mmblems of purity. And when the cool-
ng showers have moistened the thirsty
arth, or when the morning dew is
pangling flowers, vihe, and tree, there
3 more of quiet, graceful beanty—more
£ that spirit floating around us which
enders man more human and woman
earer what we desire her to be—than
an be found within the walls of any
ity, despite its beautiful gardens and
ublic promenades. Long will the
1emory of these ecenes remain impress-
d on the mind of the traveler who ad-
iires nature in all her phases, Califor-
ia may and does possess grand and
iagnificent mountain scenery, unsur-
assed by any in the world, together
rith broad and fertile plains; Idaho,
[ontana, Nevada, and Colorado are
rand and beautiful in their ragged
;rength, but in none of these can be
und seenes of quiet, graceful beauty
‘hich, by any stretch of imagination,
in be ranked as equal to those found

lmost anywhere on the prairies of |

iis, our Western country. Nowhere
8e have we geen vegetation clothed in
ich brilliant coloring. And when the
ceof our warmer lands is bare, parched,
ad brown, the transition from thence

to these green plains unfolds to us al-
most a new phase of existence.

For a long time, Iowa, Indiana, Mich-
igan, and Ohio were supposed to con-
tain the wheat-growing soil of the
Union, and they became known as the
“granaries of the Siates.” But those
“ granaries” have pushed themselves a
little * further west,” if we may be al.
lowed 1o use the expression. Nebraska
has retained a portion of the name ;
California and Oregon took the remain-
der. Nebraska annually produces =a
large surplus of wheat and corn, which
finds its way eastward. Properly speak-
ing, it is a wheat country, and destined
to wield a powerful influence in the
grain market, when her lands ghall have
been settled and cultivated. It is less
susceptible to the effects of dronght
than any of her adjoining sisters. Nei-
ther have extremes of wet weather, as
yet, ever cansed any very gerious loss,
With the advantages possessed by this
State ; with a water-front of several
bhundred miles on a stream navigable
the greater portion of the year; with
the grandest railroad on the continent
traversing her entire breadth, and termi-
nating with her border , with all the re-
sources of commeree at her command ;
with unlimited water-power for manu-
factures, it will be strange, indeed, if
Nebraska does not take a high rank in
the great family of States,

“WESTWARD THE BSTAR OF EMPIRE
TAKES ITS WAY.”

From our present standpoint, this quo-
tation must apply to

THE FAR WEST.

How often that sentence has been
quoted those who are the most familiar
with the growth of our Western posses-
sions can best remember. 8o often has
it been uttered, that it has passed intoa
household word, and endowed its inno-
cent and unsuspecting author with an
earthly immortality. From the boy
hood days of that reliable and highly
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respectable individual, the “ Oldest In-
habitant” of any specified locality inthe
“ Kastern States,” it has formed the
heading—in large or small caps—of
nearly every newspaper notice which
chronicled the fact that some family had
packed their household goods 'nd gods
(mostly goods) and left their native land
of woods, rocks, churches, and school-
houses to seek a home among the then
mythical prairies of the “ Far West,”
But oli! in later years how that quota-
tion ran across the donble columns of
thege same papers in all conceivable
forms of type, when the fact was chroni-
cled that one of our Western corn-fed
sisters was admitted to the Union as a
portion of the United States!

Well, but where was your “ Far
West” then where people went when
they had “ Westward hLo!” on the
brain ? asks one, who speaks of the
West as that part of our country
which lies between the summit of the
Rocky Mountains and the waters of
the Pacific Ocean? Well, the * Far
West” of that time, that alimost mythi-
cal region, was what arenow those vast
and fertile prairies which lie south and
west of the great lakes, and east of and
bordering on the Mississippi river. All
west of that was a blank ; the home of
the savage, the wild beast, and all un-
clean things—at least so said the “ Oldest
Inhabitant.”

But our hardy pioneers passed the
Rubicon, and the West receded before
their advance. Missourl was peopled,
and the Father of Waters became the
great natural highway of a mighty com-
merce, sustained in equal parts by the
populousand newly-made States—lying
on both its8 banks—which had been
carved out of the “Far West” by the
hands of the hardy pioneers,

Ohio, Indiana, Il1linois, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Missouri, and Iowa had joined the
sisterhood, and yet the tide of immigra-
tion stayed not. It traversed the track-
less desert, scaled the Rocky Mountains,
and gecured a foothold in Oregon. But
it passed not by unheeding the rich val-
leys and broad prairies of Nebraska,

which retained what became, with sub-
sequent additions, a permanent and
thriving population. Then the yellow
gold, which had been found in Califor-
nia, drew the tide of emigration thither-
ward, and in a few years our golden-
haired sister was added to the number
compriging the States of the Union,
Oregon and Nevada on the western
slope, Kansas and Nebraska on the east,
followed, and still we have Dakota,
Idaho, Montana, Washington, Utah,
Colorado, Arizona, and New Mexico
Territories, to say nothing of Alaska,
waiting the time when they too shall
be competent to add their names to the
roll of honor and enter the Union on an
equality with the others, Thus we see
that the  Far West” of to-day has be-
come far removed from the West of
thirty—or even ten—yearsago, and what
is now the central portion of our com-
monwealth was then the far, far West.

HOW CHANGED! ALL IS CHANGED!

To-day the foam-crested waves of the
Pacific bear on their bosoms a mighty
and steadily increasing commerce,
China, Japan, and the Orient are at our
doors. A rich, powerful, and populous
section, comprising three States, has
arisen, where but a few years since the
Jesuit missions among the savages were
the only marks of civilization. And all
over the once unknown waste, amid the
cogy valley and on the broad plains, are
the scattered homes of the hardy and
brave pioneer husbandmen. While the
bleak mountaing, once the home of the
savage and wild beast, the deep gulches
and gloomy canyons, are illuminated
with the perpetnal fires of the * smelt-
ing furnaces,” the ring of pick, shovel,
and drill, the clatter of stamps and
booming of blasts, all tell of the pre-
sence of the miner, and the streams of
wealth which are daily flowing into our
national coffers are rapidly increasing,
for, just in proportion as the individual
becomes enriched, so does his country
partako of his fortune.
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BRIEF HISTORY.

It is only a few short years ago since
the Government of the TTnited States, in
order to better protect her eitizens that
had epread over the wild expanse of
country between the Missouri Riverand
the Pacific Ocean, and from the Mexi-
can on the South, and the British Pos-
sessions on the North, established a
system of military forts and posts, ex-
tending north and south, east and west,
over this territory. Though produe-
tive of much good, they were not suffi-
cient to meet the requirements of the
times, and in many places settlers and
miners were murdered with impunity by
the Indians. Wise men regarded rapid
emigration as the only safe plan of
security, and this could not be aceom-
plished without switter, surer, and
cheaper means of transporting the poor,
who would gladly avail themselvesof the
opportunity to possess a free farm, or
reach the gold fields of the West. The
railroad and telegraph—twin sisters of
civilization—were talked of; but old-
fogies shook their heads in the plenti-
tude of their wisdom, and piously
cressed themselves and clasped with a
firmer grasp their money-bags, when
Young America dared broach the sub-
jeet. *“No,sir, no; the thing is totally
absurd ; impracticable, gir; don’t talk
more «©of such nonsense to me,” they
would reply as they turned away to go
totheirchurch ortotheirsrock gambling
in Wall street—probably the latter ocen-
pation, But Young Americadid not give
up to this theory or accept the dictum of
money-bags. And as the counties of
the West grew and expanded under the
mighty tide of immigration, they clam-
ored for a safe and speedy transit be-
tween them and their © fatherland.”
Government, with its usual red-tape
delays and scientific way of how not fo

do it, heeded not the appeal, until the red |

hand of war, of rebellion, pointed out to
it thestern necessity of securing, by iron
bands, the fair dominions of the West
from foreign or domestic foe.

Notwithstanding that Benton, Clark,
and others had long urged the necessity
and practicability of the scheme, the
wealth and power which would accrue
to the country from its realization, the
idea found favor with but few of our
wise legislators until they awoke to the
knowledge that even the loyal State of
California was in danger of being aban-
doned by those in command, and turned
over to the insurgents; that a rebel
force was forming in Texas with the
Pacific coast as its objective point ; that
foreign and domestic machinations
threatened the dismemberment of the
Union into three divisions; not until
all this stared them in the face
could our national Solons see the prac-
ticability of the scheme so earnmestly
and ably advocated by Sargent of Cali-
fornia and his able coadjurors in the
noble work., To this threatened inva-
sion of our Western possessions, what
had government to offer for successiul
defense ¥ Nothing but a few bhalt-fin-
ighed and illy-manned forta around the
bay and the untaught militia of the
Pacific coast. Under this pressure was
the charter granted, and it may truly
be eaid that the road was inaugurated
by the grandest carnival of blood the
world has ever known; for, without
the pressure of the rebellion, the road
would probably be in embryo to.day.
Althongh the American people have
been keenly alive to the importance of
a gpeedy transit between the two ex-
tremes of the continent ever rince the
discovery of gold on the Pacific slope,
up to this time the old vague rowors
of barren deserts, dark, deep, and
gloomy gorges, tremendous, rugged,
snow-clad mountaing, and the wild sav-
age, made the idea seem preposterous,
Even the reports of the emigrants
could not convince them to the coon-
trary ; nor yet the reports of the Mor-
mong, who marked and mapped a fea-
sible route to Salt Lake City. And it
is worthy of remark that for over 700
miles the road follows very closely their
survey.
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Practical, earnest men, disabused the
minds of the people regarding the im-
practicability of the scheme, after the
road had became a national necessitly—
aquestion of life and unity of the Repub-
lic. The great work has been accom-
plished, and to-day the Ilocomotive
whirls its long train, filled with emi-
grants or pleasure seekers, through that
region, which, only a few years ago,
was but a dim, undefined, mythical land,
composed of chaos and the last faint ef-
forts of nature to render that chaotic
state still more inhospitable and unin-
viting. How great the change from the
ideal to the real. For five hundred
miles after leaving Omaha, that vague
‘“@reat American %)esert " proves to be
a8 beautiful and fertile a succession of
valleys as can be found elsewhere, un-
der like geographical positinns. Great
is the change indeed; still greater the
changes through which our country has
passed during the period from the com-
mencement to the ending of our proud-
est national civil record, save one. We
live in a fast age; the breeze of to-day
was the tornado of 50 years ago. Na-
ture has called upon her children to rise
and prepare for the changes constantly
occurring, and nobly have they re-
sponded to her summons, The dust of
our ancestors has reposed for ages, in
quiet, in their loved church yards, un-
moved by the rush and whirl of the
present age, which seems but a prepar-
atory lesson to their children, teaching
them to hasten their'pace, that at the
final gathering all may arrive at the
same time,

But we will cease speculating, and
resume the consideration of the history
of the continental railroad, and also the
attempts in that direction which had
been made by other parties, in another
Rnrtion of our country. We find that

lissouri, through her able and liberal
Legislature, was the first State to move
in the construction of a national or con-
tinental railroad. The Legislature of
that State granted a charter,under which
was incorporated the Missouri and Pa-

road, diverging at Franklin, southwest,
via Rollo, Springtield, Neosho (the Ga-
lena district), and along the line of the
thirty sixth parallel to Santa Fe, New
Mexico, From Santa Fe to San Fran-
cisco, preliminary surveys were made,
and bad it not been for the rebellion
this road woeuld undoubtedly have been
completed long ere this; good author-
ities placing the limit at 1864. The
canse which compelled the construetion
of the Central road, destroyed the
Southern. Passing as it did, mostly
through southern hostile territory, gov-
ernment could not aid or protect it in
its construction, and consequently the
work was suspended.  With returning
peace, and a settled condition of society
it is but reasonable to suppose that the
work will ultimately be pushed to com-
pletion. It may be well to mention
here, that the States of Arkansas and
Tennessee by their Legislatures, pro-
posed to assist the work, by construct-
ing a railroad from little Rock, to con-
nect with the M. & P. R. R., some-
where between the ninety-eighth and
one hundred and second degree of
longitude, and for that purpose a char-
ter was granted.

The evident, and we might add, the
imperative recessity of connecting the
east and west, and the imtervening ter-
ritories, encouraged the corporators of
the great trans-continental line to
apply to the Government for aud.
Many measures were devised and laid
before the people, but the supposed
impregnability of the Rocky Mountains,
and other natural obstacles to be en-
countered, caused a hesitancy even then
on the part of our energetic people to
commence the great work. To attempt
to lay the iron rail through vast tracts
of unknown country, inhabited by wan-
dering, hostile tribes of savage nomads ;
to scale the snow-clad peaks of the
Rocky Mountains with the fiery loco-
motive, seemed an undertaking too vast
for even the American people to accom-
plish. But the absolute IMPORTANCE,

| the wrgent nrEcessity of such a work,

cific Railroad Co., who were to build a | overcame all objections to the scheme,
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and in 1862 Congress passed an act, which
was approved by President Lincoln on
the first day of July of that year, by
which the Government sanctioned the
undertaking, and promised the use of
its eredit to aid in its speedy completion.
The act was entitled “ An act to aid in
the construction of a railroad and tele-
graph line from the Missouri river to
the Pacific ocean, and to secure to the
Government the use of the same for
postal. military, and other purposes.”
LAND GRANT.

The Government grant of lands to the
great national highway, as amended,
was every alternate section of land for
20 miles on each side of the road, or 20
sections, equaling 12,800 acres for each
mile of the road, By the Companies’
table, the road, as completed, is 1,776
15 miles long from Omaha to Sacra-
mento. This would give the Companies
22,785,104 acres, divided as follows :
Union Pacific, 13,205,104; Central
Pacific, 9,440,000.

The “janction ” of the Union and Cen-
tral companies is known as “ Union
Junction "—six miles west from where
the connection is made at Ogden, Utah.

In addition to the grant of lands and
right of way, Government agreed to issue
its thirty year six per cent. bonds in aid
of the work, graduated as follows: For
the plains portion of the road, $16,000
permile ; for the next most difficult por-
tion, $32,000 per mile; for the moun-
tainous portion, $48,000 per mile,

The Union Pacific Railroad Co. built
5251 miles, for which they received

$16,000 per mile; 363{%%% miles at
$32,000 per mile ; "150 miles at $48.,000
per mile, making atotal of $27,236,512.

The Central Pacific Railroad Co, built
7445 miles at $16,000 per mile ; 5807
miles at $32,000 per mile ; 150 miles at
$48,000 per mile, making a total of
$25,885,120.

The total subsidies for both roads
smount to $53,121,6382. Government
also guaranteed the interest on the Com-
panies’ first mortgage bonds to an equal
amount.

CORT OF CONSTRUCTION, MATERIAL, ETC.
In the construction of the whole line
there were used about 800,000 tons of iron

rails ; 1,700,000 fish plates; 6.800,000
bolta; 6,126,375 cross-ties ; 23,505,500
spikes,

Besides this, there was used an incal-
culable amount of sawed lumber boards
for building, timber for trestles, bridges,
ete, Eatimating the cost of the road
with equipments complete by that of
other first class roads (§103,000 per mile),
and we have the sum of $186,498,900 as
the approximate cost of the work,

ROLLING STOCK.

To operate this road, the two compa-
nies have now in use : Locomotives, 333 ;
first-class passenger cars, 156; palace
sleeping ears, 43 ; emigrant and second-
clasg cars, 76 ; wail, express, baggage,
and caboose cars, 179 ; box and flat cara,
5,378 ; hand cars, 421 ; dump and sec-
tion cars, 430 ; stock, coal, and iron cars,
725 ; fruit cars, 32; bridge, derrick,
wrecking, rubble, powder, water, and
cook cars, 89; president’s, pay and offi-
cers’ cars, 7 ; total, 7,769.

We have not had much to say in the
GUIDE heretofore in regard to the

IMPORTANCE OF THE ROAD

to the American people, the Govern-
ment, or the world at large, simply from
the fact that it seemed to us anything
we might gay would be entirely super.
fluous, as the incalculable advantages to
all could admit of no possible doubt, We
were content in calling attention to the
vast extentof rich mineral, agricultural
and grazing country opened up—a
country which had heretofore been con-
sidered worthiess. We pointed out,step
by step, the most important fen.turas,
productions, and advantages of each sec-
tion traversed by the road; stated that
the East and West were now connected
bv a short and guick route, over which
the vast trade of China, Japan, and the
Orient conld flow in its transit Eastward ;
and, finally, that its importance to the
miner, agriculturist, stock-raiser, the
Government, and the world at large,
Jew, if any, could estimate,




CROFUTT'S TRANS-CONTINENTAL TOURIST'S GUIDE. 19

LOOE BACK A LITTLE.

To those who are always growling
about railroads, ignore higtory, and ‘ap-
pear to think that these railroad com-
panies are great debtors to the Govern-
ment, we would kindly request to look
back a litle.

March 18, 1862.—Before the Pacific
Ruilroad was ehartered, while the coun-
try was in the midst of a civil war, ata
time, too, when foreign war was most
imminent — the Trent affair shows
how imminent—and the country was
straining every nerve for mnational
existence and capital, unusually coutions
Mr. Campbell, of Penn., Chairman of the
House Committee on the “ Pacific Rail-
road " [See Congressional (flobe, page
1712, session 2d, 87th Congress], said :

“ The road is a ity to the gover f.
It is the government thal is asking individual
capitaliste to build the road. (enllemen areunder
the impression that it is a very great benefit to
these stockholders to aid them to an extent of
about half the capital required. I veg leave lo
call the altention of gentlemen to the fact that il is
the government which is under the necessily lo
construct the road. If the capitalists of the
couniry are willing to come forward and advance

the amount necessary for this great enter-
se, the government iz doeng little in aiding the
Company to the extent of the other half by way
of @ loan," Agnin ge 1911)—** It iz not sup-
posed that in the first instance the Company will
reimburse the interest to the government ; if will
reimburse il in (ransportation.” Mr. White
said: I undertake to say that not a cent of
these advances will ever be repaid, nor do I think
it desirable that they should be, as this road is to
be the Mghway qf the nation.”

In the SBenate [see Congressional Globe,
page 2257, 3d vol,, 2d session, 37th Con-
gress], Hon. Henry Wilson, from Mass.,
said :

Y I give no grudging vote in giving away either
or land. 1 would sink $100.000,000 fo
bulld the road, and do it most cheerfully, and
think 1 had done a great thing for my country.
What are $15 or $100,000, in opening a
railroad across the central regions this con-
tinent, that shall connect the people of the Atlantic
and Pacific, and bind us together 7 Nothing. As
to the lands, I doa’t grudge them.”

The report of Senator Stewart, from
the Committee on the Pacific Railroad
to the Senate of the U. 8., in February,
1871, will afford one illustration of the
advantages of the road to the Govern
ment up to that time. He says:

The cost of the overland eervice for the
whole period, from the acquisition of our Pacifie
coast porsessions down to the completion of the
Pacific Railread, was over $8,000,000 per annum,
and this cost was constantly increasing,

** The cost, since the completion of the road,
i the annual interest” [which includes all the
branchee—En.] ** $3,807,120—to which must be
added one-hali the charges for services per-
formed by the Company, about $1,168,138 per
annum, making & total annual expenditure of
about 5,000,000, and showing a eaving of at
least $3,000,000 per annum,

** This calenlation is upon the basis that none
of the interest will ever be repaid to the United
States except what ig paid by the services, and
that the excess of interest advanced over freighr.s
is a total loss.

**In this statement no acconnt is made of the
constant destruction of life and private propert,
by Indians, of the large amonnts of money pai
by the Secretary of the Treasury as indemnity
for damages by Indiane to property in the
government service on the plains under the act
of March 3, 1849, of the increased mail [acilities,
of the prevention of Indian wars, of the increased
value of public lands, of the development of the
coal and iron mines of Wyoming, and the gold
and eilver mines of Nevada and Utah, of the
valne of the road in a commercial point of view
in utilizing the interior of the continent, and in
facilitating trade and commerce with the Pacific
coast and Asia; and, above all, in cementing
the Union, and furnishing security in the event
of foreign wars."”

Some of the advantages of the Pacifie
Railroad to the Government, and, con-
sequently, to the country at large, are
made manifest in the above report.

By charter, the Government exacted
that the company should complete the
road by 1876 ; but by almost superhu-
man exertion it was completed May 10,
1869—and the Government will have
the benefit of the road seven years be-
fore the company wers compelled to
finish it. Now,taking ne account of the
millions the Government saved during
the building of the road—at their own
figures—and the saving duaring the
seven years previous to 1876 will net
the Government $21,000,000, besides pay-
ing the interest on the whole amount of
bonds.

[t cost the Government, before the
completion of the Pacific Railroad, ac-
cording to Mr, Stewart, “ over $8,000,000
per annum, and this cost was constantly
rncreasing.” How fast was this increase ?
Conld it be less than 6 per cent. per an-
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num ? We thinknot! Then, by taking
6 per cent. as a basis for calculation,the
Government will have saved, previous
to 1876, in the seven years that the
road was completed before the compa-
nies were required to complete it—and
after the Government pay every dollar
of interest on their own bonds, issued to
the companies to aid the construction of
the road—THIRTY MILLIONS 0F DoL-
LARS,

But, says the Growler, “ What about
the snow blockade ?” As we have re-
cently given our views at length in our
Western World, we will simply say the
present winter has been one of unwswal
and unheard of severity.

The eompany took, as it was thonght
by everybody at the time, ample p -
cantions to protect their cuts from the
drifting snow, by the erection of snow-
fences and gnow-sheds at every exposed
point,  Then why ehould the company
be censured for what neither they nor
any oue else could have surmised ?

How the road will be protected in
future is 18 yet undecided. The Presi-
dent, Mr, Clark, gays (April 20): “1 do
not know yet just what plan we shall
adopt to prevent the recurrence of
the snow blockade, but you can assure
the public that if a liberal expenditure
of money will protect the road, itsgaLL
BE DONE.” We /know the road can be
protected by a thorough system of snow-
sheds, and we believe it will be.

1860—-1870.

The States and Territories on the line
of the Union and Central Pacific Rail-
road —or immediately tributary to it—
contained a population in 1860 of only
554,301, with 132 miles of telegraph
line and 82 miles of railway. This
same scope of conuutry contained a popn-
lation, aceording to the census of 1870,
of 1,011,971, and it is now encompassed
by over 13,000 miles of telegraph lines
and 4,192 miles of railroads, completed,
and many morein progress, in which are

Shonld we add to the above the im-
mense amount of capital invested—
within the same ten “years—in quartz
mwills, emelting furnaces, development
of minea, and other resonrces of the
country, the grand total would be truly
astonishing,

We have the official figures, exhibit-
ing the improvements within an area
of two miles of each town on the line
of the Union Pacific Railread—fur-
nished us by J. M. Eddy, Esq., of the
Town Lot Department—which show
that $1,708,810 has bheen expended for
buildings, and 1,203 new ones have
been erected. With this large expen-
diture for buildines alone, what must be
the amount for agricnitural and other
purpoges ?

Where, but a few years ago, the buf
falo and other game roamed in count-
less thouzands, and the savages skulked

in the eanyons and secret hiding-places

where they could pounce out wnawares
upon the emigrant—ithe hardy pioneer
who has made the wilderne=s, if nof
“to blossom like the rose,” a ga‘e path.
way for the present gencraticnm, by lay-
ing down their lives in the cause of ad-
vancing eivilization--now are to be
seen hundreds of thousavds of hardy
emigrants, with their horses, cattle,
sheep, and domestic animals, and the
savages are among the things that have
“ moved on.”

NOW LET US REASON TOGETHER,

O ye croakers! in view of the above
figures about the everlasting ery con-
cerning our “Public Domain,” *rail-
road land grants,” “giving away the
lands,” “burning shame,” ete., ete,
“ Now, by the Eternal " a3 old General
Jackson would say, we would like to
know what the Jands wonld be worth
without a railroad? Could the Govern-
ment ever sell them? Never, It
could not realize as mueh froma million
of acrea as it woulll cost their snrveyors

invested the enormous canital of T%ree | and land.agents for cigars while look-

Hundred and Sixty-three Millions Seven
Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars.

ing after them. When the Pacifie
Road commenced, there was not a land

N
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HON. HORACE F. CLARK,
President of the Union Pacific Railroad Company.

office in Colorado, Wyoming, Montana,
Utah, or Nevada, and only one or two
in each of the other States or Territories,
On the other hand, by the building of
the road, many millions of dollars have
already found their way into the Govern-
ment coffers, and at just douole the usual
price per acre. The Government fo-duy
atands in the pogition of the boy who
wanted to eat hia apple, gl it, and then
get credit for giving it away. O gener-
osity !

The Union Pacific Railroad.

Though but little faith was at first
felt in the successful completion of this
great railway, no one,at the present day,
can fail to appreciate the enterprise

which characterized the progress and
final completion of this road, the long-
estin the world, and its immense value
to the Government, our own people, and
the world at large. :

By the act of 1862, the time for the
completion of the road was specified.
The utmost limit was July 1, 1876,

The first contract for construetion on
the Union Pacific was made in August,
1863, but various conflicting interests
connected with the location of the line
delayed its progress, and it was not un-

| til the 5th day of November, 1865, that

the ceremony of breaking ground was
enacted at a point on the Missouri river,
near Omaha, Neb,

Mr. George Francis Train, in his
speech on the occasion of breaking




ground, said the road would be com-
pleted in five years. Old Fogy could
not yet understand Young America, and,
as usual, he was ridiculed for the re-
mark, classed as a dreamer and vision-
ary enthusiast, the greater portion of
the people believing that the limited
time would find the road unfinished.

It was completed to Promontory Point,
in Utah—1.084 miles—in three years siz
months and ten days. By arrangements
with the Central Pacific Railroad Com-
pany, the *“Union * relinquished 46
miles of road to the ¢ Central,” leaving
its entire length 1,038 miles. A place
called Union Junetion, gix miles west of
Ogden, where the connection is made at
present, has been decided by act of Con-
gress to be the proper junction between
the two roads. It is proposed to erecta
mammoth hotel at the “ Junction " (see

illustration), which will be described [

hereafter.

In 1864, Omaha contained less than
3,000 population, mostly a trading peo-
ple, and the railroad company were
compelled to create, as it were, almost
everything. Shops must be built, forges
erected, all the machinery for success-
ful work must be placed in position, be-
fore much progress could be made with
the work. This was accomplished as
speedily as circumstances would permit,
and by January, 1866, 40 miles of road
had been constructed, which increased
to 265 miles during the year; and in
1867, 285 miles more were added, mak-
ing a total of 550 miles on January 1,

1868. Fromthat time forward the work
was prosecuted with greatly increasedj
energy, and on May 10, 18069, the road |

met the Central Pacific Railroad at Pro-
montory Point, Utah Territory — the
last 534 miles having been built in a
little more than 15 months, being an
average of nearly ome and one-fifth
miles per day.

MATERTAL USED, AND HOW OBTAINED.

Most Americans are familiar with the
history of the road, yet but few are
aware of the vast a Lount of labor per-
formed, in obtaining the material with
which to construct the first portion.

|
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There was no railroad nearer Omaha
than 150 miles eastward, and over this
space all the material purchased in the
Eastern cities hard to be transported by
freight-teams at ruinous prices. The
laborers were, in most cases, transported
to the railroad by the same route and
means, Even the engine, of 70 horse
power, which drives the machinery at
the Company's works at Omaha, was
conveyed in wagons from Des Moines,
on the river of that name ; that being
the only available means of transporta-
tion at the time.

For six hundred miles west of Omaha
the country is bare of lumber, save a
limited supply of cottonwood, on the
islands in and along the Platte river,
wholly unfit for railroad purposes. East
of the river the same aspect is pre-
sented, 8o that the company were eom-
pelled to purchase ties cut in Michigan,
Peansylvania, and New York, at prices
reaching $2 50 per tie. We might add
that the supplies necessary to feed the
vast body of men engaged had to be
purchased in the East, and thus tran-
sported. In less than a year, however,
these obstacles had been overcome, and
the work proceeded at much less ex-
pense thereafter.

THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD DEPOT.

On another page will be found a beau-
tiful 1llustration, which was engraved
expressly for the GUIDE, accompanied
with a full description.

THE LAND DEPARTMENT

to the emigrant must be of more inte-
rest thap any other. 0. F. Davis, Esq., is
the Land Commissioner, whose adver-
tisement will be found onour Time Table
map.

We are informed by Mr. Davia that
the sales of lands in his department,
mostly to actual settlers, from August
1, 1869, to April 1, 1872, amounted to
518,000 acres, for which he received
$2,180,000. Pretty good for 21 months,

THE TOWN LOT DEPARTMENT.
Business men who are seeking a good

location in the West, where they can
procure a * foothold ™ at a low figure,
make a good living from the start, and
“ growmup with the eountry,” will find
this department of wnusual import-
ance. It embraces 100 towns beiween
Omaha, Nebraska, and Corinne, Utah,
J. M. Eddy, Esq., is the general agent
at Omabha.
THE COMPANY'S WORKS,

To the right, onthe low land fronting
the river, the company huve located
their prinecipal shops and storehouses.
They are built of brick, in the most sub-
stantial form, and with the out-buildings,
lumber yard, tracks, etc., cover about
30 acresof ground. The master-mecha-
nic of the road is I. H. Congden,

- THE ROUND HOUSE.

This building i8 one and a-half etories
high, of brick, with the exception of
five stalls, which were the first put up
for the road, and are built of wood.
The building contains twenty stalls in
all, and is under the charge of James
MecConnell, master - mechanic of the
Omaha shops.

MACHINE SHOP.

This is built with very strong walls,
and is 60x120 feet in rize. Itis fur-
nished with all the new and most im-
proved ma.chiner{ which i8 necessary
for the successful working at all the
branches of car and locomotive repairs
or car construction. Among the ma-
chines may be seen lathes for turning
driving-wheels, two boring mills for
boring car-wheels, and one hydraulic
press, used for pressing car-wheels on
their axles.

At one time this shop presented a
lively scene—when 850 sinewy men
were busily engaged in manuofacturing
and repairing cars, All this body of
men were then connected with the loco-
motive department, and could no more
than keep that department of the road
in repairs. No other shops on the line
were then in working order, excepting
those at North Platte. Now, the force is
reduced, as the company are abundantly

1
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supplied with cars for the present trade,
and the men are scattered along the
line, forming the working foree ot other
shops, of which there are many. But
daring this great rush, they were con-
gregeted here, and the machinery was
run day and night. Asmany as eleven
loeomotives were on the gralls under re.
pairs at one time; besides that, they
were turning out three freight cars per
day, one passenger car per month, and
one baggage car per week. During this
time, they also supplied the contractors
along the line with needed material,
which is usually manufactured at the
company ghops. The whole road, in
fact, with the exception of North Platte
station, drew its supplies from this shop.
THE FOUNDRY.

The foundry is a very fine structure,
and duoring the winter of 1863-9 150
men were employed there. About six-
teen tons of castings per day were
turned out, consisting, mostly, of col-
umns and pillars for the new shops
building along the line. The hotels in
course of eonstruction for the company,
at the different eating stations, were
large receivers of lighter columns and
pillars—nearly every hotel being built,
in part, of iron.

BLACKSMITH SHOP.

This building is 80x200 feet, one
story and a half high, well ventilated,
and supplied with 40 forges, which,
during the driving time spoken of, were
all employed, 144 men being at work
about the ghop and around the 40 fires.
There are no shops seuperiorto this, and
not many equal to it, on our oldest rail-
roads. The forges are a curiosity in
their way, all of them having been cast,
at the company’s fonndry, after a design
by Mr, Congden.

THE BTORE ROOM.

This building is 76x80 feet, one and
a-half stories high, built with very
heavy walls,

CAR AND PAINT SHOP,

The car shop is 75x150 feet, one and
ahalf stories high, with a wing 40x100

feet. The paint shop, which might be
eaid to be connected with the car shop,
is 30x121 feet. The capacity of the
car shop is four box ears per day, one
coach per month, two second-class pas-
genger cars or two mail cars during the
same period.

The lumber-yard is capable of con-
taining five and a-half million feet. The
lumber used in constructing the carg is
mostly oak and ash, obtained in North-
ern Indiana, Wisconsin, and Michigan.
In point of neatness of finish, strength
of build and size, the passenger cars
manufactured here are unsurpassed by
any, and rivaled by few manufactured
elsewhere. No partoftibe car is slighted,
and,when they are finished, reflect credit
on the master car-builder, George E.
Stevens, and on the company, who so
liberally provide for the ease and com-
fort of the passengers who patronize
their road. At one time 900 men were
employed in this department, but as the
company became beiter supplied, they
reduced the force employed to suit their
demands.

The painting on these magnificent car-
riages is equal to any we have seen elge-
where, Itis the expressed determina-
tion of the Union Pacific Company to
provide as good cars and coaches for the
traveling public, in style and finish, as
those of any Eastern road. They rea-
son, that as the great trans-continental
railroad is the longest and grandest on
the continent, its rolling-stock should be
equally grand and magnificent. From
the appearance of the cars already manu-
factured, they will achieve their desires.
On the same principle, we proposed to
muke our GUIDE BOOK superior to any
otuer. Haven't we done so ?

STATIONARY ENGINE, WATER-TANK, ETC.

The engine which furnishes the power
necessary to drive the vast amount of
machinery in these shops is of 70 horse-
power, and is a model of symmetry and
finish. It was hauled to its present
place in wagons from Des Moines, Iowa.
The engine house is flanked by the
transfer tables, by which cars are moved
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from stall to stall, or from shop to ghop.
A large water tank, capable of holding
many thousand gallons, is another fea-
ture of the establishment. In faet, it
would be very difficalt for the most
zealous fault-finder o find scope for his
amiable qualities while wandering
around the company’s shops at Oma-
ha. Here also are manufactured the
“Srevens Truck,” invented by Car-
master Stevens. These trucks are of
new design, calculated for all kinds of
cars, and are fast superseding those now
in use. They have been placed under
the Pullman car in many instances, and
give perfect satisfaction. Having thus
given a brief description of the road and
ita workings, we will now take a look
at
OMAHA.

This city is situated on the western
bank of the Missouri river,on a slope
about 50 teet above high-water mark,
with an altitude of 966 feet. It is the
present terminus of the Union Pacifie
Railroad, By the census of 1870 it con-
tained 16,083 inhabitants,

In 1854, the Council Bluffs and Nebras-
ka Ferry Co. purchased the land now oc.
capied by the city, and erected the first
“claim house,” afterwards known as
the 8t Nicholas. About this time the
name of Omaha was given to the place,
and a few squatters located here, among
whom was A. D. Jones, now one of the
“golid” men of the place, Inthefall of
that year he received the appointment
of Postmaster for the place, which as
yet had no post-office. As Mr, Jones
was one of the most accommodating of
men, heimprevised a post-office by using
the crown of his hat for that purpose.
Few letters arrived, therefore the * old
plug” hat answered every purpose,
When the postmaster met one of his
few neighbors, if thera was a letter for
him, off came the hat from the post.
master’s head, while he fished out the
missive and placed it in the hands of
its owner. Itisgaid that at times, when
the postmaster was on the prairie, some
expectant, anxious individual would

chase him for miles until he overtook
the traveling post-otfice and received his
letter. ‘ Large oaks from little acorns
grow,” says the old rhyme—'tis illus-
trated in this case, The battered-hat
post-office has given place to a firsr-class
post-office,commensurate with the future
growth of the c¢ity, It is now the dis-
tributing post.office, and employs quite
an army of clerks, besides the assistant
postmaster, as the Omaha prople are a
writing and reading community.

The State capital was first located
here, but was removed to Lincolu in
1868. Omaha, though the first settle-
ment made in Nebraska, is a young city.
The town improved steadily unul 1859,
when it commenced to gain very rapidly.
Theinaugurating of the U, P, R. R. gave
it another onward impetus, and since
then the growth of the city has been
almost unparalleled. There are many
evidences of continued prosperity and
future greatness, Like Council Bluffs,
it has a large area of fertile territory
tributary to it, and railroad or steamboat
connections in every direction.

During the last year Omaha has im-
proved substantially, although real
estate and rents have declined—it is all
the betier for the city. The govern-
ment is erecting a large post-office
building, using a very fine quality of
bluestone, which, when completed, will
be one of the most attractive buildings
in the eity, But by fur the largest and
most expensive builaing is one to be
devoted to edueational purposes, which
has been built within the last year (but
not quite completed). It stands on the
site of the Old State House, the highest
point in the city, and is the first object
which attracts the attention of the
traveler on approaching from the East,
North, or SBouth, Its ereciion and com-
manding position stand forth as a fit-
ting monument to attest & people’s in-
telligence and worth, The great lintel
enterprise we understand will soon be
completed ; we hope 8o, for if Omaha
needs any one thing more than another,
it is a good hotel.
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Omaha has four daily newspapers—
the Herald, Democrat ; the T'ribune and
Republican, Republican ; the State Jour-
nal; and the Bee. These journals are a
credit to the city, and intensely devoted
to Omaha., The Agriculturist is a
montbly.  The Sunbeam is also a
mouthly, devoted to the temperance
cause, There are two collegiate insti-
tutes and convent gchools, seven private
and six public schools, in the city. There
are also 15 churches, five banks, and
hotela “till you can’t rest.” There
are 82 manufactories of miscellaneous
goods, several distilleries, six breweries,
and nearly 100 wholesale and retail
merchants who exceed $25,000 in sales
yearly. There are also several very ex-
tensive lumber dealers. Here, too, will
be found

G. C. HOBBY, EsQ.,

Gen, News Agent of the Union Pacific
Railroad, who will gupply our GUIDE,
“ World,” * Hickman,” and in fact all
our publications, either wholesale or
tetail. Dealers on the line of the
U. P. and at Omaha should order of
Hobby.

The traveler can reach any point on
the Missouri or Mississippi rivers, north
or south, by steamboat, during naviga-
tion.

OMAHA BARRACKS,

The barracks were established in 1868,
are eight in number, capable of aecom-
modating 1,000 men. They are situated
about three miles morth and in full
view of the eity. Latitude, 40 deg. 20
min. ; longitude, 96 deg. from Green-
wich, Eighty acres of land are held as
reserved, though no reservation has yet
been declared at this post. There is an
excellent carriage-road to the barracks,
and the post commander, General Pal-
mer, has constructed a fine drive around
them, which affords pleasure pariies an
excellent opportunity to witness the
dress-parades of *“ the boys in blue.” It
i8 a favorite resort on Bundays; the
parade, the fine drive, and improve-
ments around the place, calling out
many of the fashionable pleasure-seek-

ers of Omaha. The grounds have been
planted with shade-trees, and in a few
years it will become one of the many
pleasant places around the growing city
of Omaha.

The post isthe main distributing point
for all troops and stores destined forthe
western gide of the ““ Big Muddy.” The
barracks were erected for the purpose of
quartering the troops during the winter
season, when their services were not re-
quired on the Plains, and as a general
rendezvous for all troops destined for
that quarter.

In the first volumes of the GUIDE we
attempted to give the names of the offi-
cers commanding each post in the de-
partment, with the names and number
of the companies under their command ;
but the changes are so rapid that we
have found it ¢mpossible to keep up with
them, and ghall discontinue any further
efforts.

RAILROADS,

Besides the Union Pacific, that claims
Omaha as the initial point, there are
two other lines,

THE OMAHA AXD NORTHWESTERN RAIL-
WAY.

This company was chartered under
the general railway act—giving to any
company having ten miles of road com-
pleted by the 15th of February, 1870,
two thousand acres of land to every
mile of road, not exceeding fifty miles.
The Omaha and Northwestern com-
plied with said act, and have completed
at the present time 29 miles of road, ex-
tending to Blair, where it connects with
the Sioux City and Pacific Railroad, It
is gaid the ecompany will speedily con-
tinue the road to the mouth of the Nio-
brara river, with a view of extending at
some future time to Fort Berthold, on
the Missouri river,

The course of the road is five miles
up the Missouri river valley, then north-
west to the valley of the Papillion,
thence to the Elkhorn river, and up the
Elkhorn valley to the mouth of the Nio-
brara.
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THE OMAHA AND BOUTHWERTERN RAIL-
WAY.

This company was chartered under
the general railway act, having com-
pleted their first ten miles of road be-
fore the 15th of February, 1870. Its
eourse is about six miles down the Mis-
souri river valley, till very near the
mouth of the Platte, then up the Platte
to a point just above the mouth of Salt
Creek and near -Ashland, where it
crosses the Platte and runs southwest-
erly to Lincoln, the eapital of Nebraska,
67 miles distant.

Owing to local differences existing be-
tween the cities of Omaha and Council
Bluffs, growing out of the location of
the terminus of the Union Pacific Rail-
road, a movement is now being made
by the Omaha people, in eonnection
with capitalists in Bt. Louis, to build
abouat 80 miles of road on the west gide
of the Missouri—a link which will af-
ford another through line from Omalia
via_ Lincoln, Atchison, and Kansas Ciy
to St. Lonis and the East.

Before leaving Omuaha, be sure and |
secure your tickets in one of the PALACE |

SuEEPING CARs that accompany all
through traing, and you will thereby in-
sure an opportunity for a refreshing
sleep, as well as a palace by night and
day. This, however, costs an extra fee,
(See Time Table map for g)raﬁcss.) But
as all cannot afford to ride in Palace
Cars, “do the next best thing,” and
secure—pre-emptif you please—the best
srat you can, and prepare to be as happy
as vou know how,

There is no longer any necessity of
purchasing provisions to take along, as
the meals are good ; charges, from 75
cents to $1 00.currency. The eating-
houses are numerous, and the accommo-
dations at all the principal stations for
all those who wish to “ stop over ” aday
or two are ample; charges, from §3 to
$4 per day.

ONE WORD MORE, AND WE ARE OFF |

As you are about to leave the busy
hum and eeaseless bustle of the eity for
the broad-sweeping plaing, the barren

patches of desert, and the grand old
mountains—for all these varied features
of the earth’ssurface will be encountered
before we reach the Pacific coast—lay
aside all city prejudices and ways for
the time; leave them in Omaha, and for
once be natural while among nature's
loveliest and grandest creations. Hav-
ing done this, you will be prepared to
enjoy the trip—to appreciate the scenes
which will rise before you.

But, above all, forget everything but
the journey—and in this consists the
secret of having a good time generally.

The bell rings—the whistle shrieks—
all ready—*“all aboard "—and we pass
along through the suburbs of the town
for about four miles. when we pass

SUMMIT SIDING (A Flag Station),
with an altitude of 1,142 feet. Six miles
beyond we arrive at

GILLMORE,
ten miles from Omaha, We are descend-
ing rapidly. Elevation, 976 feet.

The country around thisstation is rich
prairie land, well cultivated. A small
cluster of buildings is near the road;
the station is of little importance, merely
for local accommodation. Five miles
beyond we come to

PAPILLION (Pap-e-o).
Elevation, 972 feet. The station is on
the east side of Papillion river, a nar-
row stream of some 50 miles in length,
which, ranning southward, emptiesinto
Elkhorn river, a few miles below the
station. The bridge over the stream is

| a very snbstantial wooden structure.
| This place, sinee our last note concern-

ing it, has fully doubled its population,
and evidences of thrift appear on every
hand.

ELKHORN.

Thir station has improved very much
during the last year, It is situated on
the east bank of Elkhorn river,14 miles
beyond the last named, and of more im-
portance in point of freight traffic—it
being the outlet of Elkhorn river valley.
Its elevation is 1,150 feet.

Five miles after leaving the station,
we cross Elkhorn river, a stream of about
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300 miles in length. It rises among the
hills of the divide, near where the head-
waters of Niobrara river rise and wend
their way toward their final destination,
the Missouri. The course of Elkhorn
creek, or river, is east of south, It is
ons of the few streams in this part suit-
able for mill purposes, and possesses
many execellent mill sites along its
course, The valley of this stream aver-
ages about 8 miles in width, and is of
the best quality of farming land. It is
gettled by Germans for over 100 miles in
length from its junction with the Plaite
river, At this station, both freight and
- passenger trains gtop ; the passenger
trains only for a foew minntes, Several
variaties of fish are found inthe stream ;
the pickerel being among the number,
and very plenty. The buffalo fish, pike,
cat, and several other kinds are caught
in oreat numbers, Wild turkey on the
plains, and among the low Lills, along
with deer and antelope, afford sport and
excitement for the hunter. The river
swarms with docks and geese at certain
seasons of the year, that come here to
nest and feed. The natural thrift of
the German is manifested in his well-
conducted farms, comfortable houses,
surrounded by growing orchards and
well-tilled gardens. There is no plea-
santer valley in Nebraska than this, or
one where the traveller will find a betfer
field for observing the rapid growth
and great natural resourcesof the North-
west ; and should he chooge to pass a
week or more in hunting and fishing,
he will find ample sport and a hospi-
table homa with almost any of the Ger-
man settlers.

VALLEY.

A gcore of new buildinga evidences
the improvements. Elevation, 1,120
feet. The Platte river Lills ean be seen
in the distance, but a few miles away,
in a routhwesterly direction, Between
Valley and Fremont we catch the first
view of the Platte river to the left.

FREMONT.
Twelve miles after leaving Valley we

come to Fremont, the county-seat of
Dodge County, Nebraska. Elevation,
1,176 feet. Itisatelegraphand regular
eating-station, Here is one of the best
eating.hionses on the whole line, kept in
one of the railroal company’s substan-
tial buildings. The town is situated
about three miles from Platte river,
and coutains a population of about 2,000
people. The company have, besides
their exeellent depot at this station, a
round.house with gix stalls. The pub-
lic buildings include a jail and court-
honse (both very necessary, though more
useful than ornamental}, 7 churches, and
somse fine school houses. Two years ago
we said ; ““ It wasathriving placein the
midst of a beautiful country.” Now,
what do we find? During the last year
—1871—there have been erected (accord-
ing to Eddy) 375 dwellings, 2 hotels, 1
sehool-house, 4 churches, 17 offices, 2
banks, 2 public halls, 1 court-house, 1
jail, 80 stores, 1livery stable, 1 brewery,
12 saloons, and 7 buildings for miscel-
laneous purposes, costing $615,600.

The Tribune and the fferald, both
weekly newspapers, ably represent this
thrifty town.

The Sioux City and Pacific R. R, con-
nects here with the U, P.,also connecting
at St. John, Towa, with the €. & N. W,
R. R, and it is claimed the route ia 33
miles shorter to Chicago than vid Oma-
ha. But we do not know of any through
travel ever going this route, and judge
the local travel to be its sole support.

THE PLATTE RIVER.

We are “ now going up the Platte,”
and for many miles weghall passclosely
along its north bank ; at other times, the
course of the river can only be traced by
the timber growing on its banks, Brioad
plains are the principal features, gkirted
in places with low abrupt hills, which
here in this level country rise to the
dignity of “ bluffs.”

It would never do to omit a deserip-
tion of this famous stream, up the banka
of which g0 many emigrants toiled in
the *“Whoa haw ” times, from 1850 to
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the time when the railroad destroyed
Othello’s oceupation. How many blows
from the butt of the ox-whip have fall-
en on the sides of the patient oxen as
they toiled along, hauling the ponderous
wagons of the freighters, or the lighter
vehicles of the emigrant?  How often
the sharp ring of the “ popper " aroused
the timid hare or graceful antelope,
and frightened them away from their
morning meal of waving grass? How
many tremendous jaw-breaking oaths
fell from the lips of the “ bull-whack-
ers” during that period, we will
not even guess at; but pious divines
tell us that there is a statstician who
has kept a record of all such expletives;
to that authority we refer our readers,
who are fond of figures. Once in a
while, too, the traveler will catch a
glimpse of a lone grave, marked
by a rude headboard, on these
plains; and has he time and skill
to decipher the old and time stain-
ed hieroglyphies with which it is deco-
rated, he will learn that it marks the
last resting place of some emigrant or
freighter, who, overcome by sickness,
laid down here and gave up the fainting
spirit to the care of Him who gave it;
or, perchance, he will learn that the
tenant of this rentless honse fell while
defending his wife and children from
the savage Indians, who attacked the
train in the gray dawn or darker night.
There is a sad, brief history connect-
ed with each, told to the Passerby,
mayhap in rude lines, possibly by the
broken arrow or bow, rudely drawn on
the mouldering head-board. However
rude or rough the early emigrants may
have been, it can never be charged to
them that they neglected the sick or
dead within their train. The sick were
tenderly nursed by brave, gentle wo-
men, and the dead decently buried, and
their graves marked by the men who
had shared with them the perils of the
trip. Those were days, and these plains
the place that tried men's mettle ; and
here the western frontiersman shone su-
perior to all others who ventured to
cross the “ vast desert” which stretch-

ed its unknown breadth between him
and the land of his desires. Brave, cool
and wary as the savage, with his uner-
ring rifle on his arm, he was more than
a mateh for any red devil he might en-
counter. Patient under adversity, fer-
tile in resources, he was an invaluable
aid at all times ; a true friend, and bitter
foe. This type of people is fast passing
away. The change wrought within the
last few years has robbed the plains of
its most attractive feature—to those
who are far away from the scene—the
emigrant train, Once, the south bank
of the Platte was one broad thorough-
fare, whereon the long trains of the
emigrants, with their white-covered
wagons, could be seen stretching away
for many miles in an almost unbroken
chain. Now, on the north gide of the
same river, in almost full view of the
“old emigrant road,” the cars are bear-
ing the freight and passengers rapidly
westward, while the oxen that used to
toil so wearily along this route, have
been transformed into * western veal
to tickle the palates of those passengers,
or else, like Tiny Tim, they have been
compelled to “*move on” to some new
fields of labor.

To give someidea of the great amount
of freighting done on these plains, we
present a few figures, which were taken
from the books of freighting firms
in Atchison, Kansas. In 1865, this
place was the principal point on
the Missouri river, from which
freight was forwarded to the Great
West, including Colorado, Utah, Mon-
tana, &ec. There was loaded at this
place, 4,480 wagons, drawn by 7,310
mules, and 29,720 oxen. To contrel and
drive these trains, an army of 5,610 men
was employed. The freight taken by
these trains amounted to 27,000 tons,
Add to these authenticated accounts,
the estimated business of the other ship-
ping points, and the amount is some-
what astounding. Competent authority
estimated the amount of freight shipped
during that season from Kansas City,
Leavenworth, St. Joe, Omaha and
Plattsmouth, as being fully equal, if not
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superior to that shipped from Atchi-
son, with a corresponding number of
wagons, men, mules and oxen, Assum-
ing these estimates to be correct, we
have this result: During 1865, there
were employed in this business, 8,960
wagons, 14,620 mules, 59,440 cattle, and
11,220 men, who moved to its destina-
tion, 54,000 tons of freight. To accom-
plish this, the enormous sum of $7,280,-
800 was invested in teams and wagons
alone.

But to return to the river, and leave
facts and figures for something more in-
teresting. “But,” says thereader, “ain’t
the Platte river a fact?” Not much of
one, frequently, for at times, after you
pass above Julesburg, there is more
fancy than fact in thestreams, In 1863,
teamsters were obliged to excavate

its in the sand of the river-bed,
Eefurc they could find water enough to
water their stock. Again, although the
main stream looks like a mighty river,
broad and majestic, it is as deceiving as
the “make up” of a fashionable woman
of to-day. The river looks broad and
deep; try it, and you find that yoar feet
touches the treacherous sand ere your
instep is under water. There's a nice
place, where the water appears to be
rippling along over a smooth bottom,
close to the surface; try that, and in you
go, over your head in water, thick with
vellowish sand. Youdon’tlike thePlatte
pretty well when you examine it in this
manner ; neither do the old teamsters
speak well of this broad western river.
The channel is continually shifting,
caused by the vast quantities of sand
which are continuaily floating down its
muddy tide. The sand is very treacher-
ous, too, and woe to the unlucky wight
who attempts tocross this stream before
he has become acquinted with the fords,
Indeed, he ought to be introduced to the
riverand all its branches before he under-
takesthe perilous task. Ifanything goes
wrong, and the train comes to a stop,
down it sinks in the yielding quick-
sand, until the wagons, are so firmly bed-
ded that it requires more than double the
original force to pull them out ; and often

they must be unloaded to prevent the
united teams from pulling them to pieces,
while trying to lift the load and wagon
from the sandy bed. Thestream is gen-
erally very shallow during the fall and
winter;in many places no more than six
or eight inches in depth, over the whole
width of the stream. Numerous small
islands, and some quite lurge are seen
while passing along, which will be
noticed in their proper place.

From Omaha to the Platte river, the
course of the road is southerly, until it
nears the river, when it turns to the
west, forming, asit were, an immense
elbow. Thence, along the valley, fol-
lowing the river, it runs to Kearney,
with a slight southerly depression of its
westerly course; but from thence to the
North Platte, it recovers the lost ground,
and at this point iz nearly due west from
Fremont, the first point where the road
reaches the river. That is as far as
we will trace the course of the road at
present. i

The fitst view of the Platte valley is
impressive, and should the traveler
chance to behold it for the first time in
the spring or early summer, it is then
very beautiful; should he behold it for
the first time when the heat of the sum-
mer’s sun has parched the plains, it may
not seem inviting, its beauty may be
gone, but its majestic grandness still
remains. The eye almost tires insearch-
ing for the boundary of this vast ex-
panse, and longs to behold some rude
mountain peak in the distance, as proof
that the horizon is not the girdle that
encircles this valley. When one gazes
on mountain peaks and dismal gorges,
on foaming cataracts and mountain tor-
rents, the mind is filled with awe and
wonder, perhaps fear of Him who hath
created these grand and sublime won-
ders, — On the other hand, these
lovely plains and smiling valleys —
clothed in verdure, and decked with
flowers—fill the mind with love and
vencration for their Creator, leaving on
his heart the impression of a joy and
beauty which shall last forever.

Though we have stated that the -

|
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Platte river was not a reliable fact, we
did not exactly mean it in that sense,
It has not done much for navigation,
neither will it, yet it drains the waters
of a vast scope of country, thereby ren-
dering the vast valleys fertile, ana fur-
nishing almost numberiess acres, which
now await but the advent of the hardy
and industrious pioneer, to place them
in the front rank of grain producing
countries. The average width of the
river, from where it empties iato the
Missouri to the junction of the North
and South Forks, is not far from three
fourths of a mile; its average depth
about siz inches. It is unnavigable for
anything but a shingie, even in iis
highest stage. In the months of Scp-
tember aud October, the river is af
its lowest stage. The water is of the
same muddy color that characterizes
the Missouri river, caused by the quick-
sand bottom.

The lands lying along this river, be-
longing to the U. P. R. R., are now in
the market, and the company are offer-
ing liberal terms and great inducements
to settlers,  Most of the land is as fine
agricultural and grazing land as can be
found in any gection of the Northwest,
Should it be deemed necessary to irri-
gate these plains, as some are inclined
to think is the case, there is plenty of
full in either fork, or in the main river,
for the purpose, and during the months
when irrigation is required, there is

lenty of water for that purpose, com-
ing from the melting snow on the moun-
taing, Ditches could be Jfed from
either stream and over the plains at lit-
tle expense. Many, however, claim
that in ordinary seasons, irrigation is
unnecessary. We now return to the
road and the stations,

HETCHUM,

SBeven miles west of Fremont, is a
new station of but little importance.
Eight miles further, and we arrive at

NORTH BEND,

A telegraph and pacsenger station. Ele-
vation, 1,269 fcet. This is a thrivio
town of some 406 inhabitants, situat

near the river bank, and surrounded by
a fine agricultural country, where luxu-
riant erops of corn give evidence of the
feriility of the soil.  For a few miles we
ride nearer the river's bank than at any
point between Fremont and North
Platte. The south bank of the Platte
islined with timber, mostly cottonwood,
which presents a beautiful appearance,
and suggests the feasibility of raising
timber in profusion on these plains.

RODGERS.

This is a new station, and apparently
one of promise. It is7miles west of the
Bend, and 7 east of

SCHUYLER.

This town i3 the county-seat of Col-
fax county, coniaining at the present
time about 600 innabitants, and rapidly
jimproving. Iv has 5 churches, 2 very
good hotels, with court-house, jail,
school-houses, ete., ete. It is the first
gtation, going weat, where cattle are
loaded into the cars, and shipped to
Eastern markets. I'bhe railroad com-
pa.ny bave erecteti numerous Gﬂ.llle pt?l.iﬂ
and shuies near the station 1o acecom-
modate this increasing business. A
bridge over the Platte river, two miles
south of the swation, is now in course of
erection, which will center at this town
a large amount of business from the
south eide of the river. The ecountry
appears to be unchanged—prescenting:
the same general appearance as tha
through which we have passed. Eigh.
miles from Schuyler we reach

RICHLAND,
a new and unimportant flag-station,
ninety.two miles from Omaha, and 14
miles (rom Schuyler, we arrive at

COLUMBUS.
Elevation, 1,432 feet, The town contains
about 1,500 inhabitants, 2 banks, 1
weekly newspaper, the Platte Journal,
6 churches, go .« schools, and several
hintels and eating-houses. It i8 the
county-seat of Platte county,und is call-
ed by George Francis Train the geo-
graphical center of the United Srates.

i
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He advocated the proposition that the
government buildings should be located
here, and the ecapitol removed from
‘Washington to this point. Probably,
when Gorge is elected Prerident in "72,
he will carry out the idea, and we shall
behold the capital of the Union located
in the center of the public domain. At
one time thia was a very busy place

large amcuntsof government ecorn being |

shipped to this point by rail in July and
August of '67. Over 10,000,000 of pounds
were re-shipped on wagons from this
point to Laramie and the government
posts and camps in the Powder river
country. This was the first govern-
ment shipment of freight over the
Union Pacific Railroad.

Numerous projected railroads are in
contemplation, and we think that Co-
lumbus is one of the best towns in the
State. Presentand future prospects are
bright. :

Soon after leaving Columbus, we erosa
Loup Fork on a fine wooden bridge,
constructed in a substantial manner.
This stream rises 75 miles northeast of
North Platte City, and runs through a
fine farming country, until it unites with
the Platte. Plenty of fish of various
kinds are found in the stream and its
almost innumerable tributaries. Thege
little streams water a section of country
unsurpassed in fertility and agrieultu-
ral resources. (Game in abundance is
found in the valley of the Loup, con-
sisting of deer, antelope, turkeys, and
prairie chickens, while the streams
abound in ducks and geese.

JACKSON (A Flag Station),

between Columbns and Silver creek,
After leaving Jackson, we cross Silver
creek, and arrive st

SILVER CREEK STATION.

‘Wae notice new buildings in every di-
rection, and substantial evidences of
thrift on every hand. Elevation, 1,534
feet. North of this point lies the
Pawnee Indian Reservation. This place
is 17 miles from Columbus, and 12 miles
east of

CLARK'S STATION,

named in honor of the present superin-
tendent of the KEastern Division. No
station on the line of the road hLas im-
proved more than Clark's during the
last year. The surrounding country is
remarkably rich in the chief wealth of
the nation, agricultare.

LONE TREE.

Elevation, 1,686 feet. Lone Tree is
the county-seat of Merrick county, and
has during the last year added over 50
dwellings, 1 court house, 1 jail, hotel,
stores, ete. It mow contains a popula-
tion of about 400, and is surrounded by
thrifty farmers. The “old emigrant
road "’ from Omaha to Colorado erosses
the river opposite this point, at the old
“Shinn’s Ferry.” A bridge is now con-
templated, and will be found of great
commercial advantage to the town,
Passengers will please take notice of 1he
track—the road for 40 miles is bnilt &s
straight as it 13 possible for « road to be
built. When the sun is low in the
horizon at certain seasons of the year,
the view is very fine,

CHAPMAN'S STATION.

Elevation, 1,716 feet, A signal station
fast settling np around. It is 10 miles
from Lone Tree, and 12 miles from

GRAND ISLAND.

This is one of the regular eating-
stations, 30 minutes being allowed for
that purpoge. The town contains from
800 to 1,000 inhabitants, 1 bark, several
churches and gehools, 2 good hotels 1
court-honse, ajail, 2 weekly newspapers,
the Independent and th Orchard and
Vineyard.

The bridge over the Platte river 1o
the sonth, and the one over Loup Fork
to the northward, has had a tendeney to
center o large amount of trade at this
point, Between Omala aod Grand
Island, 154 miles, the company com-
meneced running in June, 1871, a “ co-
[ lony accommodation ” train—a kind of
| a mixed daily — for passengers and
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freight, stopping at all stations. This |
station was named after Grand Island |
in the Platte river, two miles distant,
one of the largest in the river, being
about 80 miles in length by four in
width. The island is well wooded—
cottonwood principally. It is a reserva-
tion held by the government, and is
guarded by soldiers.

Leaving Grand Island, the traveler
should keep his “eye peeled” for
buffalo, For the next 200 miles he will
be within the buffulo range, where, at
certain geasons of the year, these ani-
mals cross the river. During the spring,
they are wont to cross from the Arkan-
sas and Republican valleys—where they
have wintered—to the northern country
—returning late in the fall. In 1860,
immense numbers were on these plains
on the south side of the Platte, near
Fort Kearney, the herds being so large
that often emigrant trains had to stop,
while they were erossing the road. At
Fort Kearney,in 1859 and 1860, an order
was issued forbidding the soldiers to
shoot the buffalo on the parade ground.
During the lasttwo or three years thiese

huge animals have not been very n: .-
rous,
ALDA (formerly Pawnee).

This sration is just ea<t of the eross-
ing of Wood River. After we cr ss
the river the roud follows along near
the west bank for many miles, and
is thickly eetiled, the farms in sui-
mer being eovered with loxuriant crops
of wheat, oats, and corn. Wood river
rises in the bluffs, and runs south east
until its waters unite with those of the
Platte. Along the whole length of the
stream, and in its mavy tributaries, the
land tor agriculrural purposes is sur
passed by none in the Northwest, and
we might gay in the world, The banks
of the river and tributaries are well
wooded ; the streams abound in fish and |
wild-fowl ; and the country adjacent is |
well supplied with game, deer, ante-
lope, turkeys, chickens, rabbits, ete.,
forming a fine field for the sportsman,

This valley was one of the earliest
setiled in Ceniral Nebraska, the hardy |

- dwellings.

pioneers taking up their lands when
the savage Indians held possession of
this their favorite hunting ground.
Several times the rettlers were driven
from their homes by the Indians, snffer-
ing fearfully in loss of life and property,
but they as often returned, uniil they
succeeded in securing a firm foothold,
To day the evidences of the struggle can
be seen in the low, strong cabins, cover-
ed on top with turf, and the walls loop-
holed, and enclosed with the same ma-
terial, which guaards the roofs from the
bullets and flaming arrows of the war-
riors.

WOOD RIVER STATION

is 10 miles from Alda, and during the
last year nearly 40 buildings have been
erected, and the indications are very
favorable for a corresponding increase
for the next year. Population about
200. Elevation, 1,907 feet, Consider-
able freight is left here for the Wood
river country, which is rapidly settling
up.
GIBBON.

At this station, during the last year,
48 buildings have been erected, which
include stores, hotels, school-houses, and
Oh! whatchanges we have
to record | Wondertal it is, indeed, how
this country is settling up! Population
now over 250, and eighteen months ago
we set it down asa “small side-track
and flag station,” between Wood river
and

KEARKNEY.

As this station will be the junction of
the Burlington and Missouri River Rail-
road and the St. Joseph and Denver City
Railroad, we had expected to find more
improvements. The station has an ele-
vation of 2,106 feet. It is named afier
old Fort Kearney, on the south side of
the Platte, opposite the station.

FORT KEARNEY,

This post was firat established at Fort
Childs, Indian Territory, in 1848, by
volunteers of the Mexican War, Chang-
ed to Fort Kearney in March, 1849. In
1858 the post was rebuilt by the late
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Brevet Colonel Chas. May, 31 Dragoons.
It is situated five miles south of Kearney
Station, on the south bank of the Platte,
which ig at this point three miles wide
and filled with small islands. At high
wateritis very difficult tocross the river
with supplies for the fort. From thesta-
tion, the gnods are conveyed tothe fort by
government teams. But a bridge will
goon be built which will obviate all fur-
ther difficulties. The fort is gitnated in
latitude 40 deg. 33 min., longitude 99
deg, 06 min. Two miles above the fort,
on the soath bank, is Kearney City,
more commonly called ““ Dobey Town.”
This was once a great poing with the old
Overland Srage Company, and at that
time countained about 1,000 inhabitants,
but, from the withdrawal of the patron-
age of the line and the abandonment of
the south-side route of travel, the greater
portion left. Bat we are told the inha-
bitants are increaging, and it will soon
regain its “old time" figures. We under-
stand this place supporis a live little
weekly paper—T%e Central Stur.

STEVENSON,

Side-track and flag station is 10 miles
from Kearney Station. We now see less
evidence of ecivilization, except that
in connection with the railroad.

ELM CREEK.

This station is 11 miles from Steven-
son and 211 from Omaha, and is the de-
pot for the wood cut on Elm ereek, A
few small houses constitute the “ town.”

Elm creek is erossed soon after leav.
ing the station, and is a small, deep, and
quite a lengthy stream. It is well
wooded, the timber consisting almost
entirely of red elm, rarely found else-
where in this part of the country, and
there is plen y of good farming land
Lere still unseutled.

OVERTON.

An intervening side-track station, situ-
ated on a branch of Elm creek. Nine
miles more to

PLUM CREEK.
This station is 230 from Omaha, and

during the last year has improved very
much, Elevation, 2370 feet, Named
after an old stage station and military
camp on Plam creek, a small stream
which heads in very rugged blufly
southwest of the old stage station, and
emplies its waters into the Platte on the
south or opposite gide of the river from
the railroad

Thisold station on the “ old emigrant
road,” was the nearest point to the Re-
publican river country, being but 18
miles from that stream—the heart of the
great Indian rendezvous and their sup-
posed secure stronghold. At this point
many of the most fearful massacres
which oceurred during the earliest emi-
gration were perpetrated by the Sioux,
Cheyennes, and Arapaboes, The bluffs
Lere eome very close to the river afford-
ing the savages an exeellent oppor-
tanity for surprising a train, and, being
very abrupt and eut up with gulches
and canyons, affirded them hiding-
places, from which they swooped down
on the luckless emivrant, often massa-
creing the larger portion of the party.

CAYOTE.

Here the bottoms are very wide, hav-
ing steadily increased in width for seve-
ral miles. Along the river is8 heavy
cottonwood timber, whieh has extended
for the last 50 miles. From this point
westward the timber gradually decreases
in gize and quantity. Ten wiles to

WILLOW ISLAND.

“The country round about is as rich as
any to the eastward, and fine lands can be
obtained here from the railroad company
at a low figure. We predict that by
the next year'srevise of THr GUIDE,
the greater portion will have been
taken up, Elevation, 2,511 feet, Here
may be seen a few board and log houses,
with their gides pierced with loop-holes
an{ walled up with turf, the roofs being
covered with the same material, which
reminds one of the savage against
whom these precautions were taken.
It derives it8 name from anisland in the
Platte, the second in size in that stream,
And we might add that from here up
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the river the traveller will doubtless ob-
serve many of the rude forts along the
roadside as well as at the stations. The
deserted ranches to be met with along
the “old emigrant road,” on the south
side of the river, are fortified in the
same manner, The fort was generally
built of logs, eovered on top and walled
on the side in the manner described.
They are pierced with loop-holes on all
sides, and afforded a eafe protection
against the Indians. They generally
stood about fifty yards from the dwell-
ing, from which an underground pas-
sage led to the fort. When attacked,
they retreated to their fortification, and
there fought it out on that line, Ten
miles to
WARREN.
Side-track and flag station ; 8 miles to
" BRADY ISLAND
Elevation, 2,637 feet. The station de-
rives its name from an island in the
river, which is of considerable size., A
few rough houses consiitute the town,
but its natural advantages are good, and,
with a proper development of the coun-
try, will make a “ good town.” Soldiers
were formerly drawn up in line on the
arrival of trains here, and at many other
stations along the line, detailed to pro-
tect the company’s men and property
from any wandering bands of Indians
who may chance to pass through this
part of the valley, as this is one of their
- favorite crossings. Nine miles to
McPHERSON, =
The station was named in honor of
General McPherson. It is a regular
military, pasaenger, and freight station;
8iX miles from the Platte river, and
seven miles from old “ Cottonwood
Soringe” on the oppo-ite side of the
river, with which it i3 now connected by
a bridge, a great improvement on the old
fort. The country round about is well
watered, and timber on the bottoms ean
be obtained for all necessary purposes,
A large amount of fine meadow land ad-
joins the station, from which are cut
thousands of tons of hay that are either
sold to the government at the fort or
shipped up or down the road.

FORT MCPHERSON.

This post was established Feb. 20,
1866, by Major 8. W, O’Brien, of the Tth
Towa Cavalry. It was originally known
as “ Cantonment McKeon,” and also as
“ Cottonwood Springe.” Atthe close of
the war, when the regular army gradu-
ally took the place of the volunteers who
had been stationed on the frontier dur-

ing the rebellion, the names of many of |

the forts were changed, and they were
renamed in memory of those gallant of-
ficers who gave their lives in deience of
their country. Fort McPherson was
named after Major-General James B.
MecPherson, who was killed in the bat-
tle before Atlanta, Georgia, July 22d,
1864. Bupplies arereceived via MePher-
gon Station. Located in latitnde 41
deg., longitude 100 deg. 30 min. Eight
miles from MePherson Station and we
arrive at
GANNETT.

This is a small flag station about §
miles east of the

NORTH PLATTE RIVER,

which we cross on a very large and
subetantial trestle briage. This river
rises in the mountaing of Colorado, in
the North Park, [t8 general course is
to the southeast. It is crossed again by
the railroad at Fort Steele, 695 miles
west of Omaha, The general charae-
teriatics of the stream are similar tothose
of the South Platte.

On the west bank of this stream, 80

miles north, is Ash Hollow, rendered
famons by General Harney, who gained
a decigive victory over the SBioux In-
diana,  For 100 miles up this river the
“bottoms” are from 10 to 15 miles wide
—very rich lands, which are suseeptible
of cultivation, thongh perbaps requir-
ing irrigation. Game in abundance is
found in this valley, together with nu-
merous bands of wild horses,

Fort Laramie is situaited about 150
miles from the junection, near where the
Laramie river unites with this gtream.
After crossing the river and proceeding
about one mile we arrive at
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NORTH PLATTE CITY.

Thia city is now the county seat of
Lincolncounty, and one of the finest loca-
tious for a large place on the whole line
of the U. P. Road. We predict that
the time i3 not far distant when a rail-
road will be built up the North Platte
river, and we will just give the route,
premising that we knew every foot of
the country—for over three hundred
miles: The road will follow up the
Platte to a point near Fort Fetterman,
thence strike across a low divide via
Curtis Wells, to Fort Reno, on Powder
river; thence via Fort Phil Kearney
and Fort Horn, on the Big Horn river:
which stream it will follow down and
form a junetion with the North Pacific
Railroad, near the junction of the Big
Horn and Yellowstoue rivers. Now, O
ve Railroad Kings! here iz a line for
- you, which passes through a country
richer in natural wealth than thaton any
other railroad organized in the whole
great western country. Let us take n
look at this section, which is usually
designated as

THE BIG HORN COUNTRY.

The Big Horn river rises about lati-
tude 43, in Wyoming Territory, and
flows nearly due north, and emptiesinto
the Yellowstone, in the Territory of
Montana. It is the largest branch of
the Yellowstone, which is now known
only to the hunter, trapper, and distant
campaigner, but which will some day be
known in the markets of the world for
the crops and minerals it will bring to
them. Asout midway of its course the
Big Horn breaks through the mountains,
forming ove of the largest and grandest
canyons in the world. Up to this point
it i3 known on the maps as the Wind
river, but from the mountains to the Yel-
lowstons it is the Big Horn proper, and
it is of this part of the river that we now
propose to write,

All the elements of prosperity and
wealth are found in the Big Horn coun-
try, when our people need it for settle-

‘

| outin placesin the mountains,
| is also found in the mountaing, and gold-

ment and culture. Soil and climate are
all that could be desired, The rivers
are large, and able to market great crops
and stores of minerals. All theptreams
abound with fizh,such as bass and trout.
The mountaing furnish plenty of good
pine for lumber, sand and freestone,

| limestone and clay, and good coal crops

Iron ore

bearing quartz was discovered in the
Big Horn Mountains in 1864 or 1865 by
a party of miners from California. Col-
or of gold can be found in the streams,
and a great many fine specimens of nug-
et gold have been picked up by the
Indians snd brought into the forts and
traded for engar and coffee.

The gulehes embrace the head-waters
of the Big Horn, Powder river and Clear
creek, and their innumerable tributa-
ries, in all of which gold has been dis-
covered, and in many places in paying
quantities,

The cost of building a road up this
river from North Platte City will not
exceed the expense of the construction
on the line of the Union Pacific R. R.
from Omaba to this city.

North Platte has improved very
rapidly during the last year. Churches,
hotels, eountry buildings, and scores of
dwellings have been built, or are in
course of erection. The Democrat, a
weekly live paper, is published here. A
new bridge has been completed across
the South Platte river, and tens of
thousands of ecattle, sheep, and horsegare
to be geen in every direction. The ad-
vantages of this place as a stock range
and shipping point exceed all others on
the line of road.

Elevation, 2,789 feet, 291 miles west of
Omaha. The road was finished to this
place, November, 1866. Here the com-
pany have a stone round-house of 20
stalls, a blacksmith and repair shop, all
of stone.-

In its palmiest days, North Platte
boasted a population of over 2,000,
which was reduced in a few months
after the road was extended to a8 many
hundreds, independent of the company
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men, but it now contains 700. Until the
road was finished to Julesburg, which
was accomplished in June, 67, all freight
for the West wasghipped from this point,
when the town was in the height of
ita prosperity. Then the gamblers, the
roughs and seallawags, who afterward
rendered the road accursed by their
presence, lived in clover; for there were
hard-working, foolish men enough in
the town to afford them an easy living.
When the town began to decay, they
sallied forth, and for many months fol-
lowed up the road, cursing with their
Upas blight every camp and town, until
some one of their numerous victims
turned on them and *“laid them out,” or
an enraged and long-suffering ecommu-
nity arose in their own defence, binding
themselves together, d la vigilantes, and,
for want of a legal tribunal, took the law
into their own hands, and hung them to
the first projection high and strong
enough to sustain their worthless car-
casses, until they * went dead again,”
and thé esuntry was rid of their pres-
ence, But many “ movedon,” and we
shall hear of them again many times
before we are through. The Railroad
House—a fine building—was burned to
the ground about the 1st of Jualy, 1869 ;
but now another building of the same
size and finish has been erected by the

energetic railroad company, costing

nearly $40,000, where passengers can
obtain a first-rate meal.

Near the city as we leave it for the
west on the gouth side of the road will
be seen a government camp, where sol-
diers are kept to guard the bridge and
situation generally.

The country west from this bears the
appearance more of a grazing than
an agricultural section, though excellent
farming land is found along the river
bottoms, still unoccupied. Eight miles
to

NICHOLS.,

The roads turn more to the westward,
and after passing over 17 miles of broad
botton lands from North Platte City, we
arrive at

O’FALLON'S STATION,
gituated in the Sand Hills, nine miles
from Nichols, Gradually we lose sight
of the timber, and when we pase the
sand bluffs, just above the station, it has
entirely disappeared. On the south side
of the river are the famous O'Fallon’s
Bluffs, a series of sand hills interspersed
with ravines and gulches, which come
close to the river's bank, forming ab-
rupt bluffs, which turned the emigrants
back from the river, forcing them to
cross these sand hills, a distance of eight
miles, through loose yielding gand, de-
void of vegetation. Here, as well as at
all points where the bluffs come near the
river, the emigrants used to suffer ge-
verely, at times, from the attacks of the
Indians, Opposite,and extending above
this point, 18 a large islard in the
river, onee a noted eamping ground
of the Indians, O'Fallon’s Bluffsare the
first of a series of gand hills, which ex-
tend nortl and south for geveral hun-
dred miles. At this point, the valley is
much narrower than that throogh
which we have passed. Here we first
enter the * alkali belt,” which exrends
from this point to Julesburg, about 70
miles. The soil nnd waier are strongly
impregnated with alkaline substances,
We now leave the best farming lands,
and enter the grazing country. Four-
teen miles from O’Fallon’s Station to

ALKALI
This station is directly opposite the
old stage ptation of that name, on the
south side of the river. After leaving
the station, the road passes through the
sand bluffs, which here run close to
the river's brink. A series of cuts and
fills, extending for several miles, brings
us to the bottom land again, when
after ten mileg we arrive at
ROSCOE,
A emall, unimportant station, An.
other ten miles and we are at
OGALALLA.
This station is 842 miles from Omaha.
Elevation, 3,192 feet. Ten miles further
wa come to
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BRULE.

A small, nnimportant station. On the
south side of the river, opposite, is the
old ranche and trading post of the noted
Indian trader and Peace Commissioner
—Boanvé, Just below thig point is the
old California crossing, where the emi-
grants crossed when striking for the
North Platte and Fort Laramie, Nine
miles to

BIG SPRINGS.
Elevation, 3,325 feet. The station de-

rives its name from a large spring —the |

first found on the road—which makes
out of the bluffs, opposite the stution, «n
the right hand side of the road, and iu
plain view from the cars. The water 13
exeellent, and will be found the best
along this road. After lvaving this sta.
tion we pass, by a series of cutsand fills,
another range of bluffs cut np by narrow
ravines and gorges. At points, the roads
ruan so near the river-bank that the
water reeis to be right under the cars.
But emerge again after eight miles and
come to
BARTON.

A Bignal Station of very little import-
ance. Passing on a short distance, we
can see the old town of Julesburg, on
the south side of the river. The town
was named after Jules Barg, who was
brutally assassinated, as will be related
in another part of the Gurpe. Eight
miles to

JULESBURG STATION.

This isa military freight, and passen
ger station, 377 from Cmaha. Elevation,
8,394 feat, This station shows very
little improvement ; but we areinformed
the Union Pacific Railroad Co. propose
to  build a mnarrow gaure railroad,
branching off from this place and run-
ning up the north gide of the river, via
Greeley, to either Deaver or Golden City,
where the line will conneect with the
wholenarrow-gauge system of Colorado,
and will prove an invaluable feeder to
the main line. The distance from Jules-
burg is about 200 miles, through a see-
tion of country far more desirable than

traversed by the main line, which here
turns to the northwest, up the valley
of Lodge Pole Creek tonear Egbert Sta-
tion, about 100 miles distant. The last
of Utah and California emigration that
came up the Pla‘te crossed opposite the
station, and followed up this valley to
the Cheyenne Pass, T'he railroad was
completed to this point about the last of
June, 1867, and all Government freight
for the season was shipped to this place,
to be reshipped on wagonus to its desti-
nation, At that time Julesbnrg Lad a
population of 4,000 ; now the town is al-
most deserred, except as a point for re-
ceiving mulitary supplies for Fort Sedg-
wick, four miles south on the south
bank of the river., During the “lively
times,” Julesburg was the roughest of
all rough towns along the Union Paci-
fic line. The roughs congregated there,
and a day seldom passed but what they
“had & man for breakfast.,” Gambling
and dance Louses constituted a good por-
tivn of the town ; and it is said that mo-
rality and honesty clapsed hands and
departed from the place. We Lha e not
learned whether they have returned ;
and really we have our donbis about
their ever having been there,

From this point to Denver, Colorado,
the distance is 200 miles, following the
course of the Platte river.

FORT BEDGWICK.

This post was established May 19,
1864, by the Third United States Vol-
unteers, and named after Major-General
John Bedgwick, Colonel Fourth Caval-
ry U. 8. A, who was killed in battle at
Spottaylvania Court Huuse,Virginia,May
Oth, 1864, Itis located inthe northeast
corner of Colorado Territory, on the
south side of South Platte river, four
miles distant, on the old emigrant and
stage road to Colorado, in plain view
from the cars. Latitude 31 deg., longi-
tude 102 deg. 30 min,

THE 80UTH FORE OF THE PLATTE RIVER.

This stream, which we have ascended
to this place, and are now about to leave,
rises in the Middle Park of the Rocky
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Mountains, Colorado Territory. The
valley extends from Julesburg, up the
river about 225 miles, to where the
river emerges {rom the monntains. The
average width of the valley is about
three miles, and the soil affords excel
lent grazing, Game is abundant along
the entire length of the valley. Passing
on ten miles to

CIHAPPEL.

A new station, unimportant,
miles to
LODGE PILE STATION.
Elevation, 3,800 feet, The valley .®
narrow, and furnishes fine grazing
lands, on which may be seen, at almost
any time, large herds of antelope.
Eleven miles further we arrive at

COLTON,

A new station, named in honor of
Francis Colton, Iisq., & former General
Passenger Agent, and anthor of a series
of “Around the World by Bteam™ Papers
published in Crofutt’s Western Worid
8ix wiles to

Ten

SIDNEY,
NebraskaTerritory. Thigisa regular eat-
ing station for all trains East and Weet,
where Messrs. Ramsey & Son of 1he Lara-
mie Hotel, Laramie City, serve up as
good ameal as will be found on the track.
Trains stop 30 minutes. The Govern-
ment have established a milirary post at
this station, and erected extensive bar-
racksand warchouses. The postisontlie
gouth side of the track, a little to the east
of the station. The * Post Trader” is
James A. Moore, E=q., an old pioneer
and hero of the * Pony Express” who
made the most remarkable ride on re-
cord. “Jim"” was at Midway Station
(south side of the Platte), June Bth, 18360,
when a very important Government des-
pateh arrived for the Paecific Coast,
Mounting his pony, he left for Jules-
burg, 140 miles disiant, where, on arriv-
ing, he met a return despatch from the
Pacific, equally important ; resting only
seven minutes, and, without eating, re-
turned to Midway, making the “round

trip” —280 miles—in fourteen hoursand
forty-gix minutes. "I'hedespatch reached
Sacramento from 8t. Joseph, Mo, in
eight days nine hours and forty min-
utes, *“Jim’s” greatest trouble now is
to look after gome 9,000 sheep and 2,000
cattle that are ranging aronnd fattening
on * Uncle Sam’s” grass. The ludians
disiike * Jim"—they call him * Bad
Medicine.”

The company have a round house, of
ten etalls, and machine shop at this
place, which add to the interest and busi-
ness of the station. The place has im-

| proved very much rince the last year;

it now eontains about 3530 inhabitants,

and is the only important station be-

tween North Platte and Cheyenne.
Nine miles to

BROWNEBON (A FLAG STATION).

Named after Col. Brownson, who has
been with the = U, P.” from the first,
and for a long time General Freight
Agent. Ten wiles further, and we ar-
rive at

POTTER.

Elevation, 4070 feet, Large quanti-
ties of wood are usually stored here,
which is obtained about 20 miles north
of this point, on Lawrence Fork and
Spring Canyon, tributaries of the North
Platte river. Potter, although not a
Jarge place, is situated near one of the
1argest on the road.

PRAIRIE DOG CITY.

At this point, and for several miles up
and down the valley, the dwellings of
the prairie dogs freguently occur but
three miles west of the siation they are
found in great numbers, and there the
great prairie dog city issituated. Itocen-
pies several hundred acres on each side
of the road, where these sagacious
little animals have taken land and
erected their dwellings without buy-
ing lots of the company. (We do not
know whether Mr., Eddy intends to
eject them.) Their dwellings consist
of a little mound, with aholein the top.
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from a foot to a foot and a half high,
raised by the dirt excavated from their
burrows. On the approach of a train,
these animals can be seen scampering
for their houses; arrived there, they
squat on their hams or stand on their
hind feet, barking at the train as it pas-
ses, Should any one venture too near,
down they go into their holes, and the
city is silent as the city of the dead.

t is said that the opening in the top
leads to a subterranean chamber, con-
necting with the next dwelling, and so
on through the settlement ; but this is a
mistake, as a few buckets of water will
drown out any one of them. The ani-
mal is of a sandy-brown color, and
about the size of a large fox squirrel,
In their nest, living in perfect harmony
with the dog, may be found the owl and
rattlesnake, though whether they are
welcome visitors is quite uncertain,
The prairie-dog lives on grasses and
roots, and is generally fat; and by
many, especially the Mexicans, consider-
ed good eating, the meat being sweet
and tender, according to their report,
Wolves prey on the little fellows, and
they may often be scen sneaking and
crawling near a town, where they may,
by chance, pick up an unwary straggler,
But the dogs are not easily caught, for
some one is always looking out for dan-
ger, and on the first intimation of trou-
ble, the alarm is given, and away they
all scamper for their holes,

COURT HOUSE AND CHIMNEY ROCKS,

About 40 miles due north from this
station is the noted Court-house Rock,
on the North Platte river. It is plainly
visible for fifty miles up and down that
stream. It has the appearance of a
tremendous capitol building, seated on
the appex of a pyramid. From the
basge of the spur of the blufls, on which
the white Court-house Rock is seated,
to the top of the rock, must be near
2,000 feet. Old California emigrants
will remember the place and the many
names, carved by ambitious climbers, in
the soft sand-stone, of which it is com-
posed. From the foundation of the

Court-house Rock to its top is about
200 feet,

T'wenty five miles from Court-house
Rock, up the same river, is Chimney
Rock, 500 feet high. [t has the appear-
ance of a tremendous cone-shaped sand-
stone column, rising directly from the
plain, the elements evidently having
worn away the bluffs, leaving this
harder portion standing. We next
arrive at

BENNETT,

Nine miles west of Potter, anew and
unimportant station.

ANTELOPE,

Situated at the lower ¢nd of the Pine
Bluffs, which, at this point, are near the
station.

We now enter what the plain's men
call “the best grass couniry in the
world,” and one of the best points for
Antelope on the route. The wvalley,
bluffs and low hills are covered with a
luxuriant growth of Gramma or
“ bunch™ grass, one of the most nutri-
tious grasses grown. Stock thrive in
this scetion all the season, without care,
excepting what is necessary to prevent
them from straying beyond reach. Old
work-oxen that had traveled 2,500 miles
ahead of the freight wagon during the
season, have been turned out to winter
by their owners, and by tbe following
July they were “rolling fat,” fit for
beef. We know this to be a fact, from
the actual experience of one of the
publishers of the Gripg, who has had
ten years' residence in the Territories.
This country is destined to become—
and the day is not far distant—the
great pasture land of the continent.
1 here is room for millions of eattle in
this unsettled country, and then have
grazing land enough to spare to feed
half the stock in the Union. 'Fhis
grazing section extends for about 700
miles, north and south, on the eastern
base of the Rocky Mountains, with an
average width of 200 miles, besides the
vast area included in the thousands of
valleys, great and small, which are
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found in all the mountain ranges.
From the base of the mountains, nearly
across this grazing belt, cattle find
abundant water, for the mountain val-
leys are each supplied with creeks and
rivers.  Springs abound, in vaiious
sections, so that no very large section
of land is devoid of natural watering
places. The grass grows from nine to
twelve inches high, and is peculiarly
nutritions. It is always green near the
roots, summer and winter. During the
summer the dry atmosphere cures the
standing grass as effectually as though
cut and prepared for hay, The nu-
tritive qualities of the grass remain un-
injured, and stock thrive equally well
on the dry feed. In the winter what
snow fallsis very dry, unlike that which
falls in more humid climates. It may
cover the grass to the depth of a few
inches, but the cattle readily remove it,
reaching the grass without trouble.

_ Again, the snow does not stick to the
gides of the cattle and melt there, chill-
ing them through, but its dryness
causes it to roll from their backs, leav-
ing their hair dry. The cost of keepin

stock in this country is just what it wil

cost to employ herders—no more. The
contrast between raising stock here
and in the East must be evident—so
much so, that ¢ven a blind man could
see it. Again, by stocking this country
with sheep, an untold wealth would be
added, The mountain streams afford
am(IJle water power for manufactories,
and wool enough could be grown here
with which to clothe all the people of
the Union, when manufactured into
cloth., With the railroad to transport
the cattle and sheep to the Kastern
market, what is th.re to prevent im-
mense fortunes from being realized
here by stock-raising? Already Colo-
rado contains over a million of sheep
and vast herds of cattle. One man in
Southern Colorado has over 40,000 head
of the former kind of stock, ad yet
Colorado possesses no advantages for
this business which is unshared by this
portion. The time will come when the

eastern-bound trains will be loaded with
cattle and sheep for the Chicago, New
York and Boston markets; for to this
section must the Fast eventually turn
for their supply of meat. We are well
acquainted with parties who, but a few
years since, started in the business of
stock-raising, in Colorado, with but lim-
ited means. Now they are the owners
of large herds of stock, which they have
misef in that Territory without ever
feeding them one pound of hay or grain.

No drought, which has been expe-
rienced in these Territories, has ever
seriously affected the pasturage, owing
to the peculiar qualities of the grasses
indigenous to the country.

BUSHNELL.

This is another unimportant station,
with side-track. Elevation, 4,860 fect.
Near this station, we leave Nebraska,
and enter the dominion of the youn
Territory of Wyoming. Although in a
different territory, we find no change
in the features of the country worthy
of note. Bushnell is 12 miles west of
Antelope.

PINE BLUFFS,

Ten miles further west and we come
to Pine Bluffs. During the building of
the road, this place was known as
“Rock Ranch.” Considerable wood—
pitch pine—iscut for the railroad in the
bluffs, a few miles to the southward,
from which the station derives its name,
The blufls are on the left hand side of
the road, and at this point are quite
high and rocky, extending very near
the track. Elevation of Pine Blufl
station, 5,026 feet.

FORT MORGAN.

Established in May, 1865; was aban-
doned in May, 1868, and its garrison
transferred to Laramie. It is about 60
miles north of this station, on the
North Piatte River, at the Western
base of what is known asScott’s Bluffs,
Latitude, 40 dg. 30 min.; longitude,
27 dg.
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EGBERT,

An unimportant station, 11 miles
beyond the bluffs, Near this point we
leave Lodge Pole creek. From this
point to the source of the stream in the

lack Hills, about 40 miles away, the val-
ley ];resenta the same general appearance
until it reaches the base of the moun-
tains., Bear, deer and wolves abound
in the country around the source of the
stream, and herds of antelope are scat-
tered over the valley. At one time
beavers were plenty in the creck, and a
few of these interesting animals are
still to be found in the lower waters of
the stream, near to its junction with the
Platte. This valley was once a favorite
hunting ground of the Sioux and Chey-
ennes, who long resisted the attempts to
remove them to the reservation,

HILLSDALE.

Twelve miles west of Egbert we
reach Hillsdale, an unimportant station.
It was named after a Mr. Hill, one of
the engineer party, who was killed near
this place by the Indians while he was
engaged in his duty. The party were
locating the present site of the road
when attacked.

About 50 miles to the south is “ Fre-
mont’s orchard,” on the South Platte
river,about 65 miles below Denver City,
Colorado, and in that Territory. It was
named after Col. Fremont, who discov-
ered this point in his exploring expedi-
tion. It consists of alarge grove of cot-
tonwood trees, mostly on the south side
of the river. The river here makes an
abrupt bend to the north, then another
to the south, catting its way through a
high range of sand hills—the third
range from the Missouri river. Where
the river forces its way through the
blufls, they are very high and abrupt
on the south side, he two bends
leave a long promontory of sand hills,
the end of which is washed by the
waters. At a distance, this grove of
cottonwoods on the bottom land re-
minds one of an old orchard, such as
are often seen in the Eastern States,

Leaving Hillsdale, we pass along the

bank of a small creek, dry at intervals.
About 10 miles from Hillsdale, we leave
the bed of the creek, and rise on to the
table land, and then, it the day be a fair
one, the traveler can catch the first
glimpse of the Rocky Mountains, di-
rectly ahead. On the right we can
calch glimpses of the Black Hills,
stretching their cold, dark ruggedness
far away to the right—as far as tbe eye
can sce; but the bold, black line, that
durk shadow on the horizon—which will
soon take tangible shape and reality—
but which now seems to bar our way as
as with a gloomy impenetrable barrier,
is the ** Great Rocky Mountain Clain,”
the back-bone of the American conti-
nent, though bearing different names in
the Southern Hemisphere. The high-
est peak which can be seen rising far
above that dark line, its white sides
gleaming above the general darkness,
is L.ong's Peak, one of the highest peaks
on the continent, Away to the left
rises Pike's Peak, its towering crest
robed in snow. It is one of those
mountains which rank among the lofti-
est, It is one of Colorado's grandest
mounta;ns, and on a fair day is plainly
visible from this point, 175 miles dis-
tant. Should the air be very clear,
farther away still, and more to the left,
the long line of the Spanish peaks can
be distinetly traced with a good glass,
But while we are gazing on the newly
opening scenes of mountain range and
snowy peaks, the cars have glided on
their way—for they have no sentiment
—and we arrive at

ARCHER,

An unimportant station on the table-
land ; and a little farther on we enter
Crow Creek valley. Afler passing
through a series of cuts and fills, we
can see the Denver Pacific R. R.,on the
left side. Directly ahead can be seen,
for several miles, the far-famed * Magic
City of the Plains;"” but in less time
than it takes us to tell it, the space has
been passed, the puffing locomotive has
ceased its angry snorts, and is station-
ary once more, and amid a mimic din,
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hreught about by two orthree hackmen
and twice as many hotel runncrs, we
step from the cars into the streets of

CHEYENNE CITY,

*This is the largest town between
Omaha and Ogden, Trains stop here
20 minutes, it being one ol the regular
stations where passengers are provided
with meals, for a consideration, The
elevation is 6,041 feet. Distance from
Omaha, 516 miles; from Sacramento,
1,260 miles; from Denver City, 110
miles. Cheyenne City is situated, prop-
erly speaking, on a broad open plain,
the Crow creek, a small stream, wind-
ing around two sides of the town. The
land rises slightly to the westward.
To the east it stretches away for miles,
apparently level, though our table of
elevations shows to the contrary. The
soil is composed of a gravelly forma-
tion, with an average loam deposit. The
sub-soil shows voleanic matter, mixed

The streets of the town are broad and
laid out at right angles with the railroad.
By the census of '69 Cheyenne contains
3,000 inhabitants. The streets present
a lively business appearance, and the
traveler feels that he has arrived at a
- town of more importance and energy
than any he has seen along the road.
On the fourth day of July, 1867, there
was one house in Cheyenne, no more,
- At one period there were 6,000 inhabi-
tants in the place and about the vicin-
.~ ity, but as the road extended westward,
the floating, tideserving portion fol-
~lowed the road, leaving the more per-
- manent settlers, who have put up sub-
stantial buildings of brick and stone,
- wherein they are carrying on all bran-
- ches of trade which mark a shriving and
steadily growing city.

EARLY TIMES,

of the “roughs” and gambling hells,
dance houses, wild orgies; murders by
night and day were rather the rule in-
stead of the exception, This lasted
until the business menand quiet citizens

with marine fossils, in large quantities. -

At one time Cheyenne had her share |

tired of such doings, and suddenly an
impromptu vigilance committee appear-
ed on the scene, and several of the most
desperate characters were found swing-
ing from the end of a rope, from some
convenient elevation. Others taking
the hint, which indicated they would
take a rope unless they mended their
ways, quictly left the city. At the pres-
ent time, Cheyenne is an orderly and
well governed town.  The first Mayor
of Cheyenne was H. M. Hook, an old
pioneer, clected August 10, 1867, who
was afterwards drowned in Green river,
while prospecting for new silver mines.

Cheyenne is the great central distrib-
uting point and depot for the freight
and travel destined for Colorado and
New Mexico, and the vast country to
the north. In the fall of '69, Cheyenne
suffered severely by a large conflagra-
tion which destroyed a considerable por-
tion of the business part of the town,
involving a loss of half a million dollars.
The inhabitants, with commendable
zeal, are rebuilding, in many instances
P‘ith less destructible material than be-
ore,

NEWBPAPERS.

The Cheyenne ZLeader, daily and
weckly ; Republican in politics, was
established in September, 1867 ; owned
and edited by N. A. Baker.

The Wyoming Tribune is a live
weekly Republican journal, and we
learn they are about to issue a daily.

SCHOOLS, CHURCHES, &C.

Schools and churches are established,
and society is more orderly and well re-
gulated than in many Western places of
even older establishment. ‘There are
five church edifices, the Congregational,
Presbyterian, Episcopal, Methodist, and
Catholie. The ecity is watered by a
ditch from Crow Creek, from whence
smaller branches run along the side-
walks for the irrigation of trees and
shrubbery, “hich will soon make the
city a place of surpassing besuty.

Cheyenne has several manufactories,
the usual local manufactures, such as
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TO THE TRAVELLING PUBLIC.

In passing Cheyenne, Wyoming, don't fail to see
the Novelties in

MOSS AGATES,  PETRIPACTIONS,  TOPAZ

AND OTIIER NATIVE STONES,
And the exqnisite productions from

WATIVE GO,

MANUFACTURED BY

JOSILIN & P ATIRE

———— — -

A visit to their Estibli~hmoent, bubt a few steps from Depot,
will please and intavest all.

e i A A P A i o S

To the Tonrist or Pleasure Seeker who may be
in Salt Lake City, be sure to call on
JapSs O BTN «&& E* N R EA

——aagRoe——

THEIR MAGNIFICENT st V"HK OF R

T

FINE JEW ELR'Y'

Ol their own manufacture, with the Beautiful Moss Agate, Brown

Topaz, &c,, will be objects of interest to all.
\ s e
“ |The large business of this firm has been luilt up by adhering to small
¢ ofits and keeping their work up to their well-known never- qu(,stmnul
” uul‘trd of excellence.

Satisfaction sure to result from all ilealings with them,

| T

«
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Travelers by Railroad frequently find their Watches compl?ﬁ
demoralized by the continuous jar of the train, To overcome¥
difficulty has long been a problem with watchmakers, and it is B

-

successfully accomplished in the new grade made by the
,,'n

o'l ateh T}@Q of f lébam,

This Watch is made in the most substantial manner, on the most |
approved principles, and combines all the recent improvements It®
has a new micrometrical regulator, by which the slightest variation |
can be easily corrected. It is carefully adjusted, and may be en-:
tirely relied on to run accurately, wear well, and ENDURE THE,
HARDEST USAGE, without any derangement whatever. We conw/
fidently recommend this Watch to the trade and the public as lhéi

Beat Watch for the Lrice in this IManket, *

1
i

|

The full Trade-mark engraved on the plate of each Watch is

wreereaN WATCH €0, CRESCENT-ST, WALTHAM, MAS

iz nel known as the CRESCENT-ST. Watch. :
and is d1stmc 7 ":
For sale by all leading ]cwc;c-- “om
oA
ﬁOBBINbSIﬁPPLETON, 1
GENERAL sOENTS, .
1 Bon 4 Street, New L !

..'r‘!P.-‘

. v w (=
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THE FIRET BTEAM EAILROAD TMI‘N IN. AMERIOA.

- TR A o SRRV

above illdstration wae drawn and engraved from the original painting in the possession of
=~ ecticut Historleal Society, and represents an Excursion Tramv on the Mohawk and Hudeon
e Albany to Schenectady, N. Y., in 1831, the firs! steam train in America. The engine was
uhn Bull," imported from England, as well as the engineer, John Hampton, * express for this
large expense.” Her cylinder was 54 inches, 16 inch stroke, wheels 4¢ feet. ilers had 30
.« tubes, 5 feet long, 4 inches in diameter. Connecting rods worked on double cranks on
axle. Weight of engine, complete, 4 tong, The tender represents the method of carrying the
wood—in ‘Eﬂrrels, with a few sticks handy for immediate nse. The cars were regular stage-
1 bodles set on car-wheels. On this grand excursion ** frial frip" were 16 persong, who were
thought venturesome, many of whom have filled important positions in the councils of the
try since, Here is food for thought and comparison with the present day.

s and shoes, saddlery and harness specimens of the art. And as rare and

ing, being carried on to some extent. | costly gems were occasionally found,
item of saddles is one of great im- | they, to), were incorporated among the
ance on the plains. presents sent to absent friends, and ere

1e saddle of the plains, and of most | long the diamond, emerald and moss
iish countries, 8 a different article | agate beran toattract theattention of the

zether from the Eastern “ hogskins.” | best jewelry houses in the world.
:n seated in his saddle, the rider The manufacture of moss agate jewelry
i neither fatigue nor injury to his an- | has grown into an extensive trade, since

They are made for use—to save | it has been discovered that this beautiful
animal’s strength, as well as to give | stone can be procured in large quantities
and security of sea to the rider. | in Wyoming Territory. [At Church
best now in use is made with what Buttes and Millerville they are found in
10own as the “ California Tree.” greater quantities and of better quality
DRESSING OF PRECIOUS GEMS. than those which are gathered else-
rom the time the hardy miner first | where.] Of the most beautiful and va-
overed the yellow metal in the wilds | riegated shades of eoloring—of very hard,
alifornia, the art has been practiced | close and fine grain, they receive a bril-
- rude way in all the mining locali- | liant polish under the hand of the skill-
The lucky miner, who found a | ful lapidary, and when mounted in the
‘spa” of more than ordinary beauty, | rich setting of California ‘or Colorado
Id send it to the dear ones at | gold, they form as rich and tasteful or-
&, in its erude state, if e were de- | naments as can be produced from the
of mechanical ingennity or knowl- | shops of either the old or new world.

On the other hand, if he possessed Ten or twelve of the most experienced
knowledge of tools, and often when workmen are employed here by one firm,
id not, he would pass his spare hours | whose address will be found under the
ammering out a ring, cross, or some | head of “ Moss Agates,” in our * Special
r ornament. Rude and rongh the | Department.”
~ption and workmanship of the trifle TRADE, BANKS, HOTELS, ETC.

btedly, but it was still as dearly There are several wholesale houses in
-, aye, it was of far more value to | the town doing a large and steadily in-
who received it, than though it | creasing business with the towns to
sad the exquisite finish of the finest | the westward, along the line, and in the
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adjacent Territory. Thereare two banks
in Cheyenne, both of which are doing a
good business.

There are several hotels, the chief of
which is the Railroad House, owned by
the R. R. Co., before which the carastop
for dinner from the Hast and West. The
house i8 in charge of our old friend,
Jones—who has not heard of “Jones” #—
who serves up all the substantials and
most of the delicacies of the season.
Don’t fail to see Jones |

Cheyenne hsas her theatre and mu-
seum, swimming baths and beer gar-
dens. McDaniel’s theatre isa snug lit-
tle place, very well supplied with seen-
ery, sufficient for the rendering of small,
light pieces, and will seat 250 or 300
people. There is alsoquite a menagerie
connected with the place.

COMPANY SHOPS.

The company buildings are of stone,
brought from Granite Canyon, They
consist of a round house of 20 stalls, and
machine and repair shop. The freight
office and depot buildings are of woaod,
and fine structures, The freight office
was opened for business during the first
part of November, '67, at which time the
road was completed to this station.

AGRICULTURE.

But little land i3 cultivated around
this place. A few small gardens on the
bottom lands of Crow creek are all the
evidences of this branch of industry
which we observed. The soil is good,
and the hardiest kindsof vegetables and
grains could be raised successfully with
irrigation. Grazing isthe main feature
of the conntry, and to that the attention
of the people is turned, to the exclusion
of other business,

MINES.

Several mining companies have been
incorporated in the city, for the purpose
of working variousmines. But we can-
not learn that anything hasbeen accom-
plished. Iron Mountain, 35 milesnorth,
on the Chugwater, it is said, contains
very rich iron ore—almost pure. The

company controlling this mine once pro-
Jjeeted a railroad from Cheyenna to the
mine, and the erection of smelting works
in the eity for working the ores, but very
little has been done—excepttalk, Come,
gentlemen, wake up, and organize a
*“narrow gauge.”

FORT D. A. RUSSELL.

Established July 81, 1867, by General
Augur; is intended to aceommodate 16
companies, The postis siteated thy e
miles from Cheyenne, on Crow cre o,
which washes twosides ot the enclosure,
Latitude 41 deg. 08 min., Jongitude 104
deg. 45 min. It i8 connected by side-
track with the U, P, R. R. &t Cheyenne,
The quartermaster’s department—13
store-houses—i8 located between the
fort and the town, at “* Camp Carling.”
Several million p unds of Government
stores nre gathered here, from which the
foris wo the northwess draw their sup-
plies. The reservation on which the
fort is situated wuas declared by the
President, June 28ili, 18G0 ; 4,512 acres.

FORT LARAMID,

This fort was established Ang. 12th,
1849, by Major W. F. Sanderson,
Mounted Rifles, The place, once a
trading post of the Northwestern Fur
Company, was purchased by the Gov-
ernment, throngh Brice Husband, the
company’s agent, for the site of a mili-
tary post. It was atonetimeibe winter
quarters of many trappers and hunters.
1t i3 also noted as being the place where
several treaties have beeninade between
the savages and whites—many of 1tha
former living around the fort, fed by
Government, and stealing its stock ia
return. The reservation declared by the
President on the 28th of June, 1869, con-
sists of 54 square miles. It is sitnated
89 miles from Cheyenne—the nearest
railroad station—on the lef; bank of the
Laramie, about two miles from its junc-
tion with the North Platte, and on the
Overland Road to Oregon and Califor-
nia.

The only regular conveyance to the
Post is by Government mail ambu. |
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lance from Cheyenne, Latitude 42 deg.
12 min, 38 sec., longitude 104 deg. 81
min. 26 sec.

FORT FETTERMAN.

This post was named in honor of Bre-
vet Lienienant-Col. Wm, J. Fetterman,
Captain 181 Infantry, killed attue Fort
Phil. Kearney massacre, December 21st,
1866. Establisted July 19th, 1867, by
four ecompanies of the Fourth Infantry,
under command of Brevet Colonel Wil-
liam McE. Dye, Major Fourth Infantry,
Is is situated at the mouth of La Poele
Creek, on the South side of the North
Platte river, 135 miles from Cheyenne,
90 miles gouth of i'ort Reno, and 50
miles northwesterly from Fort Laramie.
Latitude 42 deg. 49 min. 08 sec., longi-
tude 105 deg. 27 min. 03 sec.  The re-
servation of sixty equare miles was de-
clared June 28th, 1869, Cheyenne is the
nearest railroad station.

FORT CASPER

was situated on the North Platte river,
at what was known ss *“ Old Platte
Bridge,” on the Overland Road to Cali-
fornia and Oregon, 53 miles north of
Fort Fetterman : was built during the
late war ; rebuilt by the 18th Infantry
in 1866, and abandoned in 1867, and its
garrison, munitions of war, etc., were
transferred to Fort Fetterman., The
bridge across tle Platie at this place
cost §635,000—a wooden structure, which
was destroyed by the Indians shortly
after the abandonment of the post.

FORT RENO

" was established during the war by Gen- .

eral I, P. Connor, for the protection of
the Powder river country. It was situ-
ated on the Powder river, 225 miles
from Cheyenne and 90 miles from Forg
Fetterman,and 63 miles from Fort Phil,
Kearney. It was rebuiltin '66 by the
18th Infantry, and abandoned in July,
1868,
FORT PHIL. KEARNEY

was established July, 1866, by four com-
panies of the 18th Infantry, under com-
mand of Colonel H. B. Carrington, 18th
Infantry. This post was situated 200

miles north of Cheyenne, in the very
heart of the hunting grounds of the
northern ludians, and hence the tr -uble
the troops had with the Indians in es-
tablishing it. Near this port is where
the great massacre took place in 1866.
It was also abandoned in July, 1868.

FORT C. F. SMITH

was established in 1866, by Brevet
Lieutenant-Colonel N. C. Kinney, Cap-
tain 18th Infantry, and 1wo companies
of that regiment. It was at the foot of
the Big Horn Mountain, on the Big
Horn river, 90 miles from Fort Phil.
Kearney, and 380 from Cheyenne, It
was abandoned in July, 1868,

LEAVING CHEYENNE FOR DENVER.

In connection with Cheyenne, we have
spoken of the Denver Pacific Railroad,
which terminates at this point, Here
travellers for the South will change cars
and take the Denver Pacific Railroad
f r Denver, Golden City, Central City,
Santa Fé, and all points in Colorado and
New Mexico. We will now proceed 1o
give a short view of this road, Colorado
and its towns and resources, for the be-
nefit of those who are about to visit
this land for the first time—commencing
with the

Denver Pacific Railroad.

In the fall of 1867, this company was
organized at Denver City, Colorado Ter-
ritory, the object of which was to con-
nect that city by rail and telegraph
lines with the Union Pacific Railroad
at Cheyenne. 'The distance to be over-
come was 106 miles, through a country
possessing mno serious obstacles, and
many favorable inducements to the en-
terprice,  For a part of the way, the
country along and for some distance on
either side of the line is a rich farming
seetion, the remainder of the road
being through the celebrated grazing
lands extending southward from Chey-
enne, The desire to open up this rich
region, to connect the city of Denver
with the trans-continental railroad, by
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which to afford a way for cheap and fast
freight and rapid transit of passengers,
induced the people of the Territory of
Colorado to take hold of the scheme,
when proposed, with commendable zeal
amd alacrity. Subscriptions for about
oue-fourth the amount of money re-
quired were madein a few days, and the
county bonds of Arapalio county were
almost unanimously voted to the amount
of $500,000, and work commenced.

The road was completed to Evans
early in the fall of 1869, and to Denver
the 241h day of June, 1870.

Daring this spring [1872] this road
was sold to the Kansas Pacitic Railroad
Company, which enables the K. P. R. R.
to control a through line from Kausas
City, Mo, to Cheyenne. Distance, 743
miles, wheres a junction is made with
the Union Pacific Railread.

The original route proposed for the
Kansas Pacific Railroad was to com-
mence at Kansas City, in the great bend
of the Missouri; thence westward via
Fort Lyon, on the Arkansas river,
throngh New Mexien and Arizona to
San Diego, on the Pacific Ocean ; thence
along the coast to San Francisco.
Whether it is to be completed or not
remains to be seen.

The stations on the D. P. R. R. are:
Summit, 10 miles ; Carr, 21 ; Pierce, 41 ;
Greeley, 55; Evans, 59; Johnson, 75 ;
Hughes, 89 ; Denver, 106.

The first town of note on the line is

GREELEY.

This town was laid out in May, 1870,
by the Greeley colony, under the foster-
ing care of the Hon. Horace Greeley of
the New York 7vibune. The colony
eontrol about 100,000 acres of as fine
land as can be tfouud in the Territory.
Extensive irrigating ditches have been
“tak-n out,” and warer irom the Cache-
Ala-Poudre river furnishes ample water
for all purposes. This town has in-

creagel rapidly, and is now said to con- |

tain nearly 1,500 population, with ample
churches, hotel, schools, ete., ete, The
Greeley Tribune, a weekly, is published
here., One noted feature of the place is
the absence of all intoxicating drinks,

EVANS,

This town is the county-seat of Weld
county, 59 miles from Cheyenne, on the
South Platie river. It is now the head-
quarters of the St Lonis Western colony
and the New England eolony of Boston,
Mass., which eontrol about 60,000 acres
of land, The place contains a popula-
tion of about 500. The Journal, a
weekly paper, is published here.

DENVER CITY.

This city is the county-seat of Arapaho
county, and the eapital of the Territory,
It is gituated on the Platte river, at the
junection of Cherry Creek, 6,000 feet
above the level of the sea, 13 miles from
the eastern base of the mountains,
which protect it-from the cold winds of
the winter. The mountains extend
north and south as far as the eye can
trace their rugeed height. The high-
est points, Long's Peak, to the north,
and Pike's Peak, to the south, are in
tull view, towering far above the tops
of the surrounding mountains, An
open, rolling country surrounds the
city, being the outer border of that im-
mense plain which streiches away to the
waters of the Missouri river, 600 miles
to the eastward. Denver is built up
principally with brick, produced near
the city, of the best quality. The
population has nearly doubled with-
in the last three years, and is now
over 10,000, It has 8 churches, 2 semi-
naries, and ample ecommon schools, 4
Masonic and 4 Odd Fellow Lodges, It
has 4 daily newspapers, 3 weeklies, and
2 monihly publications ; 31 hotels, 4
banks, a United S:iates mint, and § rail-
road lines, with water-works, gas-works,
horse railroads ; in faet, all the *mo-
dern improvements.” The principal
hotels are the American, Tremont,
Sargents, and Broadwell. What cannot
be found in Denver, you need not hunt
for in the West,

The Ford Park Association have s race
track about two miles northeast of the
city; it is handsomely enclosed, and
kept in good repair. On every after-
noon the fast horses of Denver and their
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fast drivers can be seen enjoying the
smooth track at 2:40 speed.

The State Agricultural Society has 40
acres of ground adjoining Denver, where
stalls, etc., have been erected for the ac-
commodation of animals at the annual
fairs. A half-mile race track is laid out,
and the buildings and land enclosed
wi'h a concrete wall, the whole costing
about $10,000.

NEWSPAPERS

arewhat every one wants firat,s0 we give
a list of those published here,

The Rocky }r}am;ta‘in News, Republi-
can, daily and weekly, ia the oldest paper
in the Territory, established in '59 ;
Colorado Tribune, a Republican, daily,
semi-weekly, and weekly ; the Cify
Item, daily ; Times, daily ; Rocky Moun-
tain Herald, weekly, Democratic; Rocky
Mountain Preshyterian, weekly ; Real
Hstate Register, monthly and Colorade
Monthly. These are a credit to any
community, and we think, by the way,
that Colorado has more and better
newspapers, according to her age and
population, than can be found in any
other part of our commonwealth.

THE BOARD OF TRADE.

This institution was organized in
Denver in 1867, representing the busi-
ness men of the city, specially to build
the Denver Pacific R. R., which it ac-
complished. It has taken the lead
since, however, in all public enterprises,
and has been very instrumental in pro-
moting the growth and prosperity of
the city. This body very kindly en-
dorsed the writer’s plan for a narrow-
gauge railroad to the mines, which he
advoeated strongly, and which was pre-
sented to them in the winter of 1867.
They said it wasa “ good thing"—witha
pat on the back—but they went aliead
with their broad-gauge roads, and some
of the members, a few days afier our
plan was made known, organized the
Denver, South Park, and Rio Grande
R. R, and never said “ Crofutt ” once.

EMIGRANTS, on the plaiuns, are called by the
older settlers * pllgrims.”

NARROW-GAUGE RAILROADS.

We contend this is the only system
of railroads applicable to a rough,
mountainous country like Colorado. A
narrow track and light cars can wind in
and out among the ravines, hillg, and
gulches where it would be unprofitable
or almost impossible to build a large iron
road. The almostinexhaustiblesupplies
of timber,the copper ores, the lime-rock
and stone quarries, the immense de-
posits of coal, will, in time, be in great
demand—all of which could be trans-
ported in this manner cheaper by half
than by any other mode of transporta-
tion, thus rendering the narrow gaunge,
when completed, a most profitable in-
vestment to the owners, as well as a
benefit to the people at large.

Another great item in regard to this
style of road should be considered. The
people of Colorado can build the roads
themselves, and retain the cost of their
construction and the profits arising from
working them in their own country,
among their own people. Time and
circumstances will yet make this system
of roads a public necessity.

It is worthy of serious consideration
on the part of those interested in the
internal improvements of their country,
that the benefits accruing therefrom
shall belong to themselves as far as
possible, and not to be taken from the
country to pay interest on or the princi-
pal of foreign capital. The citizens of
& State should always control a State's
improvement, thereby preventing mon-
opolies from ruling or oppressing them.

When the immense bodies of refrac-
tory ores can be cheaply moved from
the mines to the valley on their way
East for working, or can be moved to
furnaces in the valley, or the coal and
wood necessary in smelting can be
moved to the mines, which cannot be
done now, owing to the expense of
transportation by freight-teams—then,
and not until then, will the people of
Colorado appreciate the narrow-gauge
system,

Already narrow-gauge roads are pro-




54

CROFUTT'S TRANS-CONTINENTAL TOURIST'S GUIDE.

jected to almost every mine or old stock
ranch in the Territory.

THE DENVER AND RIO GRANDE R. R.,

a three feet gauge, has been com-
pleted for near 100 miles south, towards
Santa Fé, New Mexico, vi¢ Colorado
City, or, as now called,

COLORADO SPRINGS,
seventy-six miles south of Denver, at
the base of the famous “ Pike's Peak.”
Population, 500. This city was the first
one gettled in the Territory (1858). It
i sitnated on Fountain Qui {e Bonille, a
small gtream, formed from springs and
melting snows around the base and
upon the summits of the mountain.
The latest improvement is a weekly
newspaper, Out West.

The country adjacent is fine farming
land, and many large droves of horses
and cattle, as well as herds of gheep, are
kept in this section. When the accom-
modations are sufficient to entice tra-
velers to remain in the place, it will
doubtless become a favorite summer re-
sort for travelers,

Near the base of the Pike's Peak,
about three miles west from the old
town, in a8 romantic a little nook as one
could conceive, are situated the

S0DA BPRINGSE,

It is claimed these springs possess me-
dicinal qualities. Wedon'tknowhow that
is, but we do know that the waters, with
a little acid, made good bread in 1859,
and it is very pleasant to drink. Even
cattle will come for many miles to drink
the waters,

A late analysis of the waters gives
the following : Carbonate of lime, 92:25 ;
carbonate of magnesia, 1'21 ; sulphate
oflime, ehloride of caleium, and chloride
of magnenia, 23 ; silica, 1'50; vegerable
matter, 20 ; moisture and loss, 460,

THE GARDEN OF THE GODS.

About 114 miles west is a singularly

wild and beautiful place, to which some |

poetic individual has given the title
which heads this paragraph. Several
rocks, or rather two high ridges of
rock, rise perpendicularly from the val-

E

ley to the height of 200 feet or more,
but a few yards apart, forming a lofty
enclosure, which embraces a beautiful
miniature valley, which geems to nestle
here away from the gaze of the passer-
by, as though, like some timid dam-
sel, it feared that its beauty would prove
ita destruction. Such has been its fate,
as we are told that some unpoetical
heathen has plowed up its virgin bosom
and planted it with beets. There is
little poetry in the heart when the sto-
mach is empty. >

Rich farming lands extend in one un-
broken range to

PUEBLO CITY,

on the Arkansas river, 160 miles south
from Denver, and from thence in every
direction, Connected by Rio Grande
Railroad, the town is gituated near the
junetion of the Fountain Qui la Bonille
with the Arkansas and stage lines, east,
sonth, and west. It containsabout 1,000
inhabitants, has good schools, ehurches,
and hotels. The two principal hotels
are the Valley House and Planters’
House, The Colorado Chieftain is pub-
lished here.

Pueblo is the center of the richest
agricultural district in the Territory.
Thousands of sheep and cattle are fed
on thisrange, and along the river farm.
ing is earried on with success and on a
large scale.

The fine water-power available, and
these broad, fertile plains and produc-
tive uplands, on which roam so many
thousand sheep, point to the probable
fact that woolen manufactories will
soon be established here. The citizens
ot Pueblo cannot affird to send their
wool to a foreign market, when they
have every requi~ite for taanufacturing
it at home, If wool buyers ean afford
to purchase their wools, and freight
them long distances, and then manufac-
ture them at a profit, surely the citizens
could manufacture them at home by
their own machinery, for the item of
freight would pay the difference in the
price of labor.

Colorado Territory has advantages
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which, if improved, will render her the
great wool-producing country of the
Union.

Returning to Denver, wetake the Colo-

rado Central Railroad for
GOLDEN.

This “ Lowell " of Colorado is situated
13 miles west of Denver, on Clear Creek,
near where it debouches from the east-
| era base of the Rocky Mountains, The
town eontaing about 1,000 inhabitants,
a pottery, and paper mill—the only ones
in the Territory ; also, flour and saw
mills, and a great many other manufac.-
tories, The place is well supplied with
schools, churches, ete. The Colorado
Transeript is published here by George
West, a pioneer of the early days of the
Territory. The Tremont House and
Johnson House are the principal hotels,
Bome guartz mines are found here, and
the whole gection is underlaid with coal
mines of good quality, which are suc-
cessfully worked,

A parrow-gauge railroad is now in
| progressup Clear Creek canyon, through
the rich silverand gold mining districis
of Gilpin and Clear Creek counties, in
which are located the cities of Central,
Black Hawk, Georgetown, Idaho, and
Empire. BStages leave Golden City
daily, on arrival of the ears, for all the
above cities and the mountain towns
generally.

Clear Creek rises about 60 miles
from the city, emptying its waters into
the Platte four miles below Denver.
The stream affords great natural ad-
vantages for manufactories, the water
power heing unlimited, and mill sites
| nmmernns,
| BLACK HAWHK AND CENTRAL

CITY.

Thess towns are in Gilpin County,
Iyine about two miles from each other,
ondregory’s Guleh, and really constitute
| one town, although possessing two dis-

tinet organizations and goternments,

They are eonnecied by stage with Colo

rado Central R. R., and gituated ab it

33 miles west from Denver, ar | con-

tain, in the aggregate, from 7,000 to

8,000 inlhabitants, The towns have

numerous quartz mills thundering away
night and day, besides several smelting
furnaces. There are many good public
buildings, schools, churches, and hotels.
The prineipal hotels are the Mountain
House, Black Hawk ; St. Nicholas and
Connor House, Central City. The Cen-
tral City Register, daily, Republican,
and the Daily Colorado Herald, Demo-
cratic, are published here.

The principal business of the place
consists in mining, this being claimed
as the chief gold-mining town in Colo-
rado. It was the first mining camp
established. W. N. Byers pitched his
tent here in '58 or '69. An immense
number of rich quartz veins crop out in
every direction, and with successful
milling these veins or lodes must yield
an enormous revenue. As yet the ceun-
try is hardly prospected. owing to the
fact that mill facilities are not such as
1o encourage it., The great want of
Colorado is & desulphurizing process, by
whieh the refractory ores can be worked,
and the metal obtained from the rock
without the great waste which has ac-
companied the usual method of working
heretofore.

IDAHO CITY AND MINERAL BPRINGS.

About 22 miles from Golden, via
Mount Vernon, we come to Idaho City,
situated at the mouth of Virginia can-
yon. The town contains about 500 in-
habitants. It iscelebrated for its mine-
ral springs, which are in the heart of
the city. A hotel and bath-house are
connected with the springs, which are
becoming a noted summer resort. There
are three others in the town, which,
with the former named, afford ample
accommodation for the traveler. The
waters are highly recommended for
various diseases, especially chronic cases
of long standing.

GEORGETOWN.

This town is gitnated in Clear Creek
eounty, in the center of the famous silver
mines of Colarado, at the base of the
Snowy Range. about 8,000 feet above
the level of the sea. It is distant from
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Denver about 50 miles to the westward.
The city contains about 1,500 inhabi-
tants, and is well supplied with schools,
churches, and hotels—the two prineipal
of the last-named institutions being
the Barton and the Leggett Houses,
The Georgetown Miner, a lively news-
paper, is published here. Grey's Peak,
just above the town, is 14.500 feet high.

The silver mines around this place
are simply wonderful in their number,
magnitude, and richness. But some
other than the ordinary mill process, or
yet the furnace process now in use,
must be discovered, before many of the
lodes can be worked to advantage, on
account of the refractory character of
much of the ore, Not but what the
mines pay with the present process, but
gtill not more than half, and often not
more than a third or fourth, of the silver
contained in the rock is saved, which
entails a severe loss on the miner.
Large amounts of ore are being shipped
from these mines to England for smelt-
ing, and several smelting furnaces hava
been erected since we last wrot2 about
this section.

We would like to give a description
of Longmont, Boulder, Canyon City, and
many other thriving tovgns, but our
space will not admit of 1t at present.
We will now take hasty glances at the
general features of

COLORADO TERRITORY.

It is not our purpose to enter into a
very minute description of this remark-
able country. Volumes would not suf-
fice to do justice to the Territory ; her
vast resources ; her mines of gold, silver,
iron, coal, and copper ; her rich and fer-
tile valleys ; her broad plains, on which
roam thowsands of cattle, sheep, and
horses ; her vast agricultural resources ;
her dense forests and lofty mountains ;
her genial climate and whole-souled
people, eannot be described in one small
volume with any degree of accuraey or
justice; in fact,they cannot be described
at all, they muss be seen to be appreci-
ated, and the reader of any work treating
on Colorado must live among her hardy,

hospitable people before he or ghe can
understand them or comprehend their
real character.

Colorado, once, by bill passed by Con-
gress, became a State, had the President
but ratified the act. But President John-
gon vetoed the bill,

The Territory contains about 110,000
equare miles, and, according to the
census of 1870, 39,864 population,

The climate is dry and very healthy,
the Territory being unsurpassed in this
respect. Diseases common in the older
States are unknown here. Pulwmonary
complaints are either eradicated from
the system of invalids who resort to this
country, or the disease becomes so mod-
ified that the sufferer enjoys a marked
improvement in his condition.

PRECIOUS STONES.

The following are among the miner-
als and precious stones found in Colo-
rado: Moss agates, chiefly in Middle
Park ; amethyst, at Nevada, Mill City,
and on Soda Creek ; chalcedony,in South
Park ; feldspar, near Idaho and on
Elk Creek; garnet, in South Park and
about Breckinridge; jasper, in South
and Middle Parks; mica, near George-
town and Genesee Ranch; opal, near
Idaho and in South Park; onyx, near
Willow Creek, in Middle Park; quartz
crystals, at many points; satin spar,
near Mount Vernon ; silicified wood, in
Middle and South Parks, on Cherry
Creek, the Platte, and Kiowa.

AGRICULTURE.

The report of the Agricultural Society
of Colorado shows that stock-raising is
carried on to a great extent,and with
very fattering results.

Oats, barley, and corn give hand-
some returns, Wheat is said to yield
as high as 40 bushels to the acre.

No State in the Union, California ex-

Tre first half of a wagon train is called the
“right wing,” the other half the * left wing.” In
forming a corral, the wagons of the right wing
form a half eircle on te right hand side of the
road, hauled close together, teams on the out-
gide; the left wing far n on the left side in the

same manner, leaving s passage-way open at the
front and rear ends of each wing, called ** gapa.”
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cepted, can excel Colorado in the pro-
duction of vegetables. Owing to the
dryness of the black loam, irrigation is
necessary to secure good crops, for which
purpose ditches have been dug from the
neighboring streams, which atford all
the water required. These ditches also
afford ample water power for mills of
various kimnds.

THE MINING INTEREST OF COLORADO.

Colorado is rich in the precious met-
als, gold and silver being found in differ-
ent parts of the Territory. * Pike's
Peak” heeame famous in 1859-60, though
it is said that gold wae discovered in "49
inthe Territory, The placer mines were
never very cxtensive, at least, those
whirh have been discovered were not
lasting ones. 1t appears that the chief
wealth of the mines lies in the gold and
silver-bearing quartz lodes. In some
localities the rock is very casily worked,
but in others the ore is very refractory,
requiring desulphurizing before much of
the precious metal can be obtained by
mill process. Several companies have
tried the experiment of roasting the orcs
in furnaces of their own invention, the
expense of which came from the miners’
pockets. Most, if not all, these experi-
ments have proved failures, the furnaces
desulphurizing only a portion of the ore.

COAL FIELDS AND IRON ORE.

Along the base of the mountains, for
many miles north and south of Denver,
coal has been discovered at various
points. Many persons estimate the ex-
tent of the coal ficlds at 5,000 square
mi'es. To the north of the city seveial
companies have opened mines, which are
worked enough to supply home con-
sumption,

The veins of these mines are from five
to 19 feet thick. At one point cleven
veins overlap cach other, showing an
aggregate depth of fifly feet solid coal

The Denver Pacific R. R. passes
within 12 miles of these coal fields, which
are now being worked, and within a
mile and a half of a vein, six feet thick.
The proposed Coal Creek Valley R. R.

will connect these mines with the Den-
ver Pacific R. R. when completed.

Large quantities of iron ore are found,
and, in.connection with the coal deposits,
promise a rich harvest for the manufae-
turer. This coal is bituminous, and is
harder, brighter, less dirty and odorous,
burns with a purer flame, and leaves
less residue than the coal from 1linois,
It will eventually congtitute one of the
greatsources of the wealth of thisremark-
able country. Irom ore is found in
various localities, of good quality and in
large quantities. The manufacture of
iron cannot long ramain in the back
ground, when coal in such quantities
and gleniy of excellent iron ore can
be obtained at the mere expense of
mining.

MOUNTAINS AND PEAKS OF COLORADO.

The grandest mountains in Nerth
America are found in this Territory.
They raise thdir snow-clad peaks far
above their compecrs, rising proudly
and defiantly into the clear blue sky;
their gray sides and white crests being
visible through this clear atmosphere
for many, many miles,

In the pure air of this country objects
like these are visible for a great distance,
g0 great, indeed, that were it named,
those who have never been in these re-
gions would at once deny the statement ;
that's nothing, bowever, if they should
deny it, for we have known some men
who denied their country, and man
who denied their—wives. But that is
foreign 1o the subjeet, and has no con-
nection with the mountains of Coloradn,

Long’s Pcak and Pike's Peak are over
14,000 feet above the level of the sea.
Grey's Peaks, the highest point yet cx-
plored in the Territory, are 14,800 and
14,500 feet Ligh, They were named for
the celebrated Cambridge botanist,
There are other peaks less high, but
none the Jess grand and majestic. '1he
Alps, storicd monuments of poetical,
legendary fame, cannot compare with
these mountains in scenes of sublime
beauty and awful grandeur. Here, all
of the vast scene is before you, the pure
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air bringing the distant mountains
within your vision, as though anxious
that the whole grand beauty of the
scene should be visible at one and the
game time. The mind drinks in the in-
gpiration of the glorious vision at one
draught, and filled with awe, wonder
and admiration, the bounding heart
almost stands still, while the eager eyes
¢ on the grandest panorama in
nature. From Lhe top of Grey's Peaks,
either of them, a morning scenc of glo-
rious beauty is unfolded, such as one
rarcly sees in any clime, for nature, in
her wildest moods, has never excelled
her handiwork here, a panoramic view
of which now lies before us.  European
travelers tell us that nowhere within
the range of European travel can such
scenes be found—scenes so full of
beauty, sublimity and inspiration.
Nowhere on the old continent do we
ascend so high; from no point is the
view so wide and comprehensive. From
Alpine summits, the tourist's gaze ex-
tends over one petty province to rest
upon another. Here, the eye fails to
reach the extent of even one portion of
our country, and the far distant horizon
closes in the scene, by dropping an airy
cugtain, whose fleecey fringes rest on
mountain peaks and vast plains, in far
distant portions of the same fair land.

THE BACK BONE OF THE AMERICAN
CONTIRENT.

From one side of the summit, the
waters of a quiet, little spring, ripple
softly away, as though afraid to venture
on the vast distance which lics between
them and the waters of the Atlantic
Ocean, their final destination. On the
other side of the crest the seene is re-
peated, with this difference, that the
witers stealing away through beds of
tiny, delicately tinted, mountain flowers,
are destined to reach the Pacific Ocean,
on the other side of the continent. So
ciose together in their infancy, so far
apart in their prime, or at their final
grave, the ocean. This point is the
apex, the center of the North American
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Continent, the crowning peak of that
great back-bone, whose iron ribs are
represented by the many spurs that
branch away in earnest support of the
whole grand system.

From this point, range on range,
gorge after gorge, can be seen, inter-
spersed with rugged peaks, which lend
a pecaliar wildness to the scene, Away
to the east, lies the vast, grayish ex-
panse of the plaing, looking like some
great ocean, its breast unstirred by the
passing breeze, or rippled by a single
prow. Nearer,still, among the border-
ing mountains, nestling in the hollows
and between the brown heights, lie min-
jature prairies, patches of green, on
which the rays of the morning sun fall
in folds of yellow light, enveloping them
in a flood of golden beauty. Small, and
insignificant as they appear, when com-
pared with the vast sea of plains beyond,
they are really large valleys, in which
are found the farming lands of Colorado.

THE PARKS.

These little valleys, as seen from the
mountain tops, prove, on entering them,
to be both wide and long. They consist
of the North, Middle, San Luis, and
South Parks, which lie along, on either
side, of the line of Central Colorado.
Each is a great central park or valley in
itself, shut out from its neighbor by di-
viding ranges of rugged hills, the only
entrances being along the numerous
water courses, which have their origin
in the valleys and cut their way through
the surrounding mountains in their pas-
sage to the sea. The extent of these
parks vary, the largest being about 80
miles long, with an average width of 40
miles. The smallest of the number will
not exceed 40 miles in length, with a
width ot about 17 miles. Sume of these
lic on the Atlantic side of the * back-
bome,” while some rest on the Pacific
gide, their altitude being from 7,000 to
10,000 feet. They are, in fict, great
upland basins, the reservoirs of the de-
br s, which, for centuries, have washed
down the mountain sides. Their soil is
fertile, yielding wild grasses in abun-
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dance, furnishing food for vast herds of
sheep and cattle.

In Europe or New England, were
such plains found at such an altitude
and in similar latitude, they would be
worthless, barren wastes—probably re-

ions of perpetual ice and snow ; but
Eere grains and vegetables are success:
ful'ly cultivated, and cattle graze the
year round at the height of 7,000 feet,
while those valleys which lie between
this altitude and that of the highest—
10,000 feet—and including those, also,
afford excellent summer pasturage and
great crops of natural grass, which is
cured for hay and exported.

These great fertile areas constitute
one of the great resources of the Terri-
tory — an unbounded field of wealth
which requires no expunsive machinery
to develop. When these plains shall
have been stocked and settled—when
the golden grain shall wave in the
morning breeze around the home of the
pioneer—when these lands shall have
been divided up and peopled—a new
era of wealth and prosperity will dawn
on Colorado—an era of steadily increas-
ing and permanent progress, such as
mines can never give.

With this sketch of Colorado, short
and imperfect, because it is impossible
to do justice to this country, we take
our leave of it, and return to Cheyenne,
where we start once more for the
West. We shall soon be rising up
among the Black Hills,which are stretch-
ing far away in a long, rugged line
before us, Soon we cross Crow
creek on a Howe truss bridge, one of
the best on the line. We leave the
creek and follow up the hed of a small,
dry ravine, Now we have a fine view
of Fort Davy Russell, of which we have
spoken. Soon we arrive at

HAZARD STATION,

Seven miles from Cheyenne. Here,
the traveler going East can obtain a
fine view of Cheyenne and Fort Dav
Russell, which lie directly ahead of his
train. Elevation, 6,325 feet.

OTTO.

Eight miles farther on we arrive at
Otto, a side-track station. We are now
6,724 feet above the sea, and the travel-
er should note the rapid rise made from

this point, in surmounting the Black
Hills. Here the heavy grading com
mences.

To the north of this place, at the baze
of the hills, isa fine valley. Here Crow
creek finds ils source in many fine
springs, The valley contains very su-
perior grazing land and, in conjunction
with the adjacent hills, affords ample
game for the hunter.

Fifteen miles from this station, to the
north, at the eastern entrance of Chey-
enne Pass, is the site of old Fort Wal
bach, now deserted. Near this fort is
the head waters of Lodge Pole creek.

GRANITE CANYON,

Five miles beyond Otto. Elevation,
7,208 feet. At this point is extensive
stone quarries, whence was taken the
rock for the company’s buildings in
Cheyenne, also for the stone warehouses.
Limestone abouuds in this vicinity, and
many kilns have been erected. To
the left of the road, and down the can-
yona few hundred yards, isa finespring
from whence the water is elevated to
the tank by the road side. Half a mile
to the south is the head waters of Lone
Tree creek, a tributary of the South
Platte river. Along the road now is
heavy rock work, ang on the exposed
portions of the road may be seen the
snow fences, built of plank or stone,
Crossing the head of the canyon, we
reach

BUFORD,

A side-track station, six miles farther
west, Elevation, 7,208 feet. Heavy
rock work, and snow sheds and fences
mark the road. Much wood is stored
here, hauled from the canyons in the
surrounding hills,

The country here presents a wild, rug-
ged and grand appearance. The level
ground or little valleys are covered with
a fine coat of jgrass, and now and thea

e
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clumps of stunted Eine appear by the
road side. On either haud, near by,
high bold masses of grauite rear their
gray sides, piled one ou the other ia wild
coufusion. ‘The scene is peculiarly im-

ressive as we near Shermau, especially
if it chaace to be oae of those days wheu
the clouds float low dowa the horizoa :
then the traveler looks over the iuter-
vening space between him and the moun-
tain range beyoad, and sees naught but
ﬁoatinﬁ' masses of vapor; no mouutaius,
no valley, no forest, ouly these fleecy
shapes, and a long dark line rising above
them, o'ertopped by the glisteniug sides
of Long’s Peak. The altitude gained,
we seem to move along a levr:]g?:ﬂaiu,
covered with grass, rocks and shrubs,
until we reach

SHERMAN,

Eight thousand two huudred and forty-
two feet above the level of the sea, It is
named in honor of General Sherman the
tallest general in the service. This sta-
tion is 549 miles from Omaha and 1,365
from San Francisco. T'he maximum
g&dc from Cheyenne to Sherman is

176 per mile. Seventy-five miles to
the southwest is Long's Peak.

To the south, 165 miles away, is Pike’s
Peak, both plainly visible. To the
northwest, about 100 miles distant, is
Elk Mountain, another noted landmark.
Fine springs of water abound in almost
every ravine, This is a noted point for

me, black and cinnamon bears being

ound in the hills, and occasionally,
“ mountain lions.”

COMPANY BSHOPS, BTATION, TOWN &C.

At this point the company has a stone
round house of five stalls, for repairs,
The trains stop here, though, but a few
minutes. It is merely a telegraph and
freight station. About 25 houses of logs
and boards constitute the town. One
store, two hotels and two saloons make
up the business portion of the town.
The freight taken on at this station for
the East and West, is very extensive,
consisting of sawed lumber, telegraph
poles and wood obtained in the ]ll]i! and
ravines but a few miles distant.

These hills are covered in sections
with a dense growth of hard, spruce

ine, which, asto quality, ad adapta-

ility for beig dressed, resembles the
hemlock of the Fastern States. 'l he tim-
ber is not of large growth, judgicg from
the piles of sawcd Tumber which we ob-
served, We fourd Lo beard over 20
iuches wide, aid the lumber had been
sawed as wide as the log would allow.
‘I his couutry contaivs an almost inex-
haustible supply of timber, and for years
to come, the country east of Sherman
will draw its supplies from this point.
Years must elapse ere the railroad com-
pauy can exhaust the wood growing
within easy distance of the station. For
mary milcs away the hills extend, every
ravine ard slope covered with a dense
forest, through which roam the wild
beasts, usawed by the near approach of
civilization.

At this clevated point, the tourist, if
his “wird is good,” can spend a long
time pleasantly in wandering amid some
of the wildest, graudest scenes to be
found on the continent. There are
places where the rocks rise higher, where
the chasms are far deeper, where the
surrounding peaks may be loftier, and
the torrents mightier in their power, and
gtill they do not possess such power over
the mind of man, as does the wild, deso-
late looking landscape around Sherman.
Although the plateau is covered with
grass, and occasional shrubsand stunted
trees greet the eye, the surroundin
bleakness and desolation render this
place one of awful graudeur. The hand
of Him who rules the uuiverse is no-
where else more marked, ard in no place
which we have ever visited have we felt
so utterly alone, so completely isolated
from mankind, and left entirery with na-
ture, as at Sherman, on the Rlack Hills
of Wyoming,

At first the tourist experiences much
difficulty in breathing, the extreme light-
ness of the air trying his lungs to their
utmost capacity, but when he becomes
accustomed to the change, and begins to
inhale long draughts of the pure moun-
tain air, he feels like & new man, and
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begins to wonder how it came that he |

never tried the mountain atmosphere
before,

THE WINTERS AND THE WEATHER.

The presence of snow sheds and
fences by every cut induced us to luquire
of a geutlemaa who has resided here
for some time, regardiog the storms,
snows, weather, aud the character of the
the winters here in general. Heshowed
us a table, where he had recorded
the weather during the winter of '68-0.
From this we learned that the deep-
est snow which fell at this point, at
one time, or that laid on the ground at
any one time during the winter and
spring, was but three inches, and that
fell in May. It is not the depth of
snow that causes any inconvenience to
the working of the road, but it is the
drifling of it into the culs during the
heavy winds. Forthe purpose of pre-
ventiog this, the sheds, feaces and walls
are erected along the road, the latter a
few rods away from the banks, of the
cuts. The fences cause an eddy or
current of air, which piles the snow
along in huge drifts, keeping it, in a
great measure, from the track. Snow
sheds cover the deepest cuts along the
road, where obstructions from the
snow is most likely to occur. The
cold rains and deepest snows come with
an east wind; the worst storms from
the southwest. The coldest day of the
season,('68-9), the thermometer marked
8 dg. below zero. This occurred on the
20th of January. On the warmest day
recorded in Jaanary, the mercury stood
at 22 dg. above zero at noon, and, at five
o'clock, P. a., 20 dg. At Omaha, during
the summer, the range marked was 110
dg. Fahreaheit; at this poiat, 82 dg.

CREEKS, STREAMS AND SPRINGS.

From among the surrounding hills
several streams rise from the numerous
springs, and wind their way amoang
rocks and through gor;ms until they are
lost in the waters of other streams,
Dale creek heads six miles to the north,
and emptiesinto the Cache-a-La Poudre

river. The latter stream rises about 86
miles southwest from Sherman and
empties into the south Platte,

FISH AND GAME.

Numbers of little creeks head near by,
each and every one abounding in trout
of the finest quality. There is no spot
along the line of road which -can ba
compared to the locality around Sher-
man for trout fishing. The tiniest
rivulets swarm with them, and their
speckled sides glisten in every eddy.
They weigh from one-fourth to two
pounds, and their flesh is as hard and
white as that of the mountain trout of
Vermont,

Antelope, elk, black-tailed deer, bear,
sage hens and grouse abound in the hills
and on the plateaus. The angler, hun-
ter or tourist should never pass Sher-
man without pausieg long eniugh to fly
a hook and try his rile.  Doubtless this
point will become a favorite summer
resort for travelers, possessing, as it
does, eminent attractions for hunting
and fishing.

From Sherman to Rawlings the road
runs between the Black Hills and the
Rocky Mountain range, presenting
varied and impressive scenery at various
points,

Leaving Sherman, the road turns to
the left, and three miles further on we
reach

DALE CREEK BRIDGE,

A plated framework structure, 650 feet
long, and 1206 feet high, spanning Dale
creck from bluff to bluff. The bridge
is the grandest fearure of the road.
Standing on trestles, interlaced with
each other, and securely corded to-
gether, it presents a light, airy and
graceinl appearance when viewed from
the creek. [See illustration.] The
beautiful little stream looks like a silver
thread below us, the sun glistening its
surface with a thousand flashes of sil-
very light. Anon, the dark walls of the
canyon shade it, as though they were
envious or jealous of its beauty being
rendered common property. A narrow
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green valley, just above the bridge, or
rather a strip of green sward, on which
stands one house, is the site of the for-
mer Dale City, where, at one time, were
over 60 inhabitants.  Here, too, as well
az around Sherman, are found countless
flowers of every variety and hue. Dr.
Latham, surgeon of the U, P. R. R, in-
formed us that he had classified over 300
varieties of the flowers which grow in
this section and on the Laramie and
Cheyenne plains.

CACHE-A LA POUDRE RIVER AND
VALLEY.

Dale ereek is one of the tributaries of
this stream, along the banks of which
lies a lovely valley nestled in a mountain.
range to gladden the sight of the weary
traveler, or to afford a bome for the in-
dus rions emigrant. Fifteen miles to
the southwest of Sherman, is Virginia
Dale station, which som: * yellow cov-
ered novelist” has immortalized in a
“blood and thunder story,” wherein he
entitled this station the Robber’s Roost,
though he disdains to inform us what
they roosted on, But aside from this
questionable honor, Virginia Dale sta-
tion is the most widely known and cel-
ebrated of any loeality in these moun-
tains, There are a few good buildings
around the place, where excursionists,
who visit here to enjoy the scenery,
mountain air, and rare fishing and hunt-
ing, are provided for.

The place was originally a stage sta-
tion on the old salt Lake and California
road, aud was laid out and kept by the
notorious Jack Siade, who was division
superintendent for the oid C. 0. C.
Stage Co., from '60 to '63. It was sup-
posed that Slade was the head of a gang
of desperadoes who infested the country,

running ofl’ stock from emigrants, and »

appropriating the same. At any rate,
he was a noted desperado, having, it is
said, killed 13 men. The last of his ex-
ploits was the wanton and cruel murder
of Jules Burg, the person who gave his
name to Julesburg, Slade had a quar-
rel with Jules in 1861, which ended

in a shooting scrape, wherein Slade was
forced to “take water.” In '63 some of
the drivers on the line, friends and com-
panions of Slade’s, decoyed Jules to
the Cold Spring ranch, on the North
Platte river, kept at the time by old
Antoine Runnels, eommonly known as
‘“the Devil's left bower.”  He was a
great friend of Slade’s, who a| pears to
have rightiully earned the title of * right
bower” to that same warm naturcd
individual. The place where this trag-
edy occurred is 50 miles north ot Chey-
enne, and 25 miles below Fort Laramie,
whither Slade repaired from Cotton-
wood Springs in an extra coach as soon
as he was notified of the capture of his
old enemy. He drove night and day,
arriving at Cold Spring ranch early in
the morning.  On alighting from the
coach, he found Jules tied to a post
in the corral, in such a position as to
render him perfectly helpless.  Slade
shot him twenty-three times, taking
care not to kill him, cursing all the titne
in a most fearful manner, returning to
the house for a “ drink " between shots.
While firing the first twenty-two shots,
he would tell Jules just where he was
going to hit him, adding that he did not
intend to kill him immediately—that he
intended to torture him todeath, Dur-
ing this brutal scene, seven of Slade’s
friends stood by and witnessed the pro-
ceedings,  Unable to provoke a cry of
pain or a sign of fear from the unfortu-
nate Jules, he thrust the pistol into his
mouth, and at the twenty-third shot
blew his head to pieces. Slade then
cut the ears from his victim and put
them in his pocket.

In the saloons of Denver City and
other places he would take Jules' ears
out of his pocket, throw them down on
the bar and openly boasting of the act,
would demand the drinks on his bloody
pledges, which were never refused him,
Shortly after tnis éxploit it became too
hot for him in Coloradn, and he was
forced to flee.  From thence he went
to Virginia City, Montana, where he
continued to prey upon society. The
people in that country had no love for
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his kind of people nor use for them.
They captured him, after his conduct
had become insupportable, and hun

him, as he richly deserved, and Jac

Slade’s career was ended. His wife ar-
rived at the scene of execution just in
time to behold his dead body. She had
ridden on horseback 30 miles for the
avowed purpose of shooting Slade, to
save the disgrace of having him hung,
and she arrived on the scene, with re-
volver in hand, only a few minutes too
late to execute her scheme—the despera-
do was dead, and he died “with his
boots on.”

BCENERY AROUND TIE STATION AND
VALLEY.

Virginia Dale is situated at the head
ofa deep gorge, on Dale creek, near the
Cache-a-la Poudre river.  On the east
side of the canyon, the wall of overhang-
ing rock rises abont 600 feet high, for a
mile along the stream, giving a wild
and picturesque beauty, a sublimity and
gra.ndem' to the scene, rarely surpassed.
This point is called the * Lover's
Leap,” though we never learned as
any one ever leaped therefrom. If he
or she did, we reckon that the jar, on
alighting, in the valley, 600 feet below,
must have knocked all love, romance,
or sentiment out of them. In and
around this place are numerous dells,
groltoes, gorges, canyons, precipices,
towering peaks and rugged recesses,
eunugh to employ the tourist for some
time in examining their beauties.

At this point the valley of the Cache-
a-la-Poudre, a tributary of the South
Platte river may be said to begin, and
from here on, down the river for twen-
ty-five or thirty miles, stretches one of
the loveliest valleys in the Territory.
It is thickly scttled, and the settlers
raise abundant crops.

While passing down the valley, we
pass LaPorte City, which contains
about 590 inhabitants. The Spotswood
Hquse is the principal hotel. [t issitu-
ated in the midst of a fine country, well
cultivated and near the river. Tt con-

tains a lLiotel, stores, post office and sev-
eral fine buildings,

From this point, on to Denver City,
Colorado, along the banks of every
stream, lie fine farming lands with deep,
rich soil, abundant water, genial cli-
mate; in faet, possessing all the requi-
sites for successful cultivation and pleas-
ant homes. The only wonder to usis
that such countries should be so long
unknown and so thinly settied. In por-
tions of this section coal fields abound—
these beautiful valleys lying on the edge
of the coal deposit of Colorado.

Time, that power which works such
wonders, will rectify all this, and ere
long homes as lovely and attractive as
those to be found in the valleys of the
old States, will spring up here, ‘and the
orchard, vineyard and waving grain
will invite the traveler to pause and
note the renl wealth and matchless
beauty of the country. There is room
and good land enough among these
mountains to provide homes for thou-
sands of the toiling, homeless sons of
the old BStates. ill they come and
avail themselves of nature's bounty, and
redeem this country from its wild state,
and here build themselves homes where,
at length, they will find life worth living
for, or will they toil among the stumps
and rocks of the East, to eke out a
scanty subsistence ? * Quien sabe £

We now return to the railroad once
more, and take up our record of the
route.

HARNEY.

Side track, nine miles from Sherman.
Elevation, 7,857 fvet. From Sherman,
no steam is needed to propel the train,
for the down grade is sufficient to carry
us swiftly along, under the steadying
guidance of the brakes, from Sherman
to Laramie, as the grade averagesa little
over 4714 feet to the mile. Rock work
and snow fences are found doubled in
many places, to protect the deep cuts,
Between Harney and the next station,
can be seen the old Denver and Salt
Lake stage road, the telegraph marking
the line for some distance along the
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road to the left. We are now on the
Laramie Plains, at the station of
RED BUTTES,

Elevation, 7,336—named from several
ridges of red sandstone—lying between
us and the Black Hills, in full view of
our sight. The sandstone bluffs or hills
have been washed and worn by the ele-
ments, until in places they rear their
peaks from 500 to 1,000 feet above the
plain, in wild fantastic shapes and gro-
tesque figures. Rocks which, at a dis-
tance, might be taken for castles, rise
side by side with the wall of an immense
fort; churches rear their roofs, almost
shading the lowly cottage by their side;
columuns, monuments and pyramids are
mixed up with themsecives and each
other, as thongh some malignant power
had carried off some mighty city of the
olden time, and, wearying of his booty,
had thrown it down upon these plains
without much regard to the order in
which the buildings were placed. Op-
posite to this station, about 50 miles
away, the Laramie river rises on ihe
eastern slope of the Medicine Bow
Mountains, its source being composed
of almost innumerable springs. Its
general course is northeast, for 200
miles, when it empties into the North
Platte river at Fort Laramie. Compe-
tent judges consider these plains and
adjacent valleys as Eood a stock range
as any in the world. On the bottoms,
the wild grass grows from two to three
feet high, and the bluffs are covered
with luxuriant growths of bunch grass,

FORT SANDERS STATION,

By which Fort Sanders receives its sup-
plies. Elevation, 7,163 feet.

FORT SANDERE.

This post was established June 23d,
1866, by two companies of the Third
Battalion, U. 8. Infantry, under com-
mand of Brevet Lieutenant-Colone] H.
M. Mizner, Captain 18th Infantry. The
fort is beautifully situated to the east of
the road, about three miles from Lara.
mie City, close along-side of the track,
and in full view from the cara for some |

miles when approaching or leaving the
post.  Latitude 41 deg, 13 min. 4 sre.
(observation), longitude 105 deg. 40
min, (approximate.) Threemiles farther
on, we comse L8]

LARAMIE CITY,

This ciry is the county-seat of Al
bany county, and from apprarances
has made wondertul progress during
the last year. Elevation, 7,122 feer,
This is a regular eating station, where
passenger trains from the East and
West stop 30 minutes to allow time for
eating. The company, following out
their general plan of buildings along
their road atall impertant stations, have
here erected a magnificent hotel, as fine
as ean be found along the whole length
of their line ; in fact, it is the largest and
finest hotel of the many they have built
—and i8 kept by those who spare no
pains to make their guests feel that “ it
is good to live.” The railroad was com-
pleted to this point,on June 18, '68.
Direectly to the east of this place can be
seen the Cheyenne Pass wagon road—
the old emigrant route—which erosses
the plain and river half a mile below 1he
city, running northwest tothe base of the
mountains, parallel with the railroad.

Laramie City is regularly laid out, at
right angles with the road. A stream
of clear, cold water runs through the
principal streets ; the buildings are small
and generally roungh, after the manner
of new places, but a better class of sub-
stantial, permanent structures of stone
are being erected. Very few costly build-
ings have been erected, owing to the
material of which they are constructed
having to be transported so many miles
by theroad. The spiritof improvement
is manifested, however, which during
the last year has added 44 dwellings, 2
hotels, court-house, jail, 10 stores, four
churches, and many other buildings
valued at $120,000. The spring, which
affords ample water for tie town, is
very large, and lies at the foot of the
Black Hills, a few miles to the East.

The Sentinel—a live daily—is pub-
lished here; alsoa weekly, the Indepen-
dent, just started.
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The city has 7 churches, and ample | 1n the Territory. The remarks about
school accommodations. the grazing lands made elsewhere will
well apply to this rection.  Beef ean be
raised and fattened on these plains at

These buildings are of stone, whick | an expense not exceeding the cost of
was obtaived from Rock creek, 50 miles | such cattle in Texas, where, as every
distant to the northward. The round | one knows, they raise themselves and
house containg 20 etalls. The machine | form the largest half of the population,
shop is 75x125 feet, used for general re- | Tue peculiar features of these grasses
pairing. The depot buildings are of | are similar to those already described.
wood. All the necessary machinery of | The plains are higher, and frost mukes
first-class shopsisin operation here, The | its appearance earlier in the fall, but the
supply of coal 18 obtained about 75 miles | grass is cured before its arrival by the
west, though gond coal beds have now | summer sun, so that the cold weather
been discovered within 30 miles. does not injure it. We need only to

B mention the well known fact than, be-
WOMAN JURY. fore the white man drove them away,

Laramie was the first place in Amer- | thousands of buffalo roamed over these
ica, orinthe worldeven, wherea female | plains—furnishivg 1the Indians with un-
jury was empaneled, Their first case | limited quantities of beef—to convince
was that of & Wesiern desperado, and any one that the laudations of this asa
there was n» flinching from duty on the | grazing country are not exaggerated or
part of the * weaker sex.” Before | wild ideas of enthusiasts, but simple
bringing in their verdict they invoked | facts, substantiated by past and present
the divine guidance—while their nurses | experience. Agriculture is at present

calmed the rising generation by sing- | confined to experiments, yet they have

COMPANY'S BIOPS.

ing, demonstrated that the hardy vegetables
“ Nice littla baby, don't get in a fary, can be ecultivated with success on the
'Cause Wwamma's gone to sitou thé jury,” bottom-lands without irrigation, It is

= generally conceded that wheat and bar-
STOCK LAISING ley can be raised with profit to the pro-
is now almost the only industry onthese | ducer Lere., We should consider the
broad plains,and a great many thousand | Laramie Plains to be unsafe for those
head of cattle, sheep, and horses can be | erops, theiraltitude rendering them sub-
geen in almost any direction. Itiscom- | jeet 10 severe late spring and early fall
puted that there are at this time over | frosts.
50.000 head of domestic animals on these

plains, and increasing very rapidly. | POINTS OF INTEREST ABOUT LARAMIE.

“TRICKS THAT ARE VAIN.” Crystal Lake is about 40 miles to the
westward of Laramie, Sheep Mountain
city west the railroad laborers—section | —one of the peaksin the Rocky Moun-
hands—areall CHINAMEN theyare said | tain range—rearsits head for 12,000 feet
to be very reliable, and as they don’t | #bove the sea. Should the tourist desire
drink whiskey the saloons along the | 10 Visit the place, he will find the road
line are gettivir almost as scarce asthe | rough and the ascent toilsome, owing
grasshoppers and mice. The ealoon | tothe steepness of the road and rough
men are all “anti-Chinese.” country to ba traversed. But the view,
when once on the summit, will well
LARAMIE PLAINS, repay for the trouble. Near this moun-

This belt of fine grazing land isabout | tain the head-waters of the Laramie
20 miles wide by 60 miles long, and is | River Lave their sources in innumerable
considered one uf the best stock sections | springs among the gloomy canyons and

Curious passengers will note from this
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gorges, Before we begin the ascent of
the mountain we enter one of the grand-
est forests in the country. For ten
miles we toil on through the forest,
which is 8o dense that the sunlight lin-
gers and grows pale as it lightens the
upturned faces of the mountain flowers
with its chieering beams.  Bear, moun-
tain lions, and the mountain sheep range
here ; their haunts, until lately, never
having been invaded by the pale face.
The silence is unbroken and almost op-
pressive, save when the breaking of a
dry twig under our foot gives us a
momentary relief, or the sougling of
the winds among the tree-tops breaks
the awful stillness, which geems to re-
p+1 our further auvance, as with some
fearful presentiment. Emerging from
this gloom into the fair sunlight, we fiod
ourselves on the hkighest point of the
mountain, from which we exn lonk over
piles of fleecy clouds floating below us
to other ranges far beyond, Peak on
peak, ridge on ridge, they ascend, until
their snow-clad heights are lost in the
distance, or in the vast blue dome above.
Looking down, we behold a vast sueces-
sion of dark ridges and gray peaks
through the rifta in the fog-like vapor
floating above them, These durk ridges
derive their somoer hue from the forests
of pine which extend, for miles and
miles, in all directions. To the east we
see a deep indentation in the mouniains,
which is Laramie Plains. Across this
apparently narrow line the rugged
masses of the Black Hills rise in their
grandeur, their black creets closing the
westward scene,

Turn now to the immediate landscape.
Here is a green, grassy lawn, dotted
with tiny flowers, of varieties such as
we never before belield, or ever read of,
and right before us, in thecentre of this
lawn, lies a circular lake nearly a mile
wide, its clear, soft, eold water glistening
in the raye of the sun, and reflecting, as
in a mirror, every object on its banks,
trapsforming them into many fantastic
shapes, aathe breeze lovingly kisses the
silver surface, lifting it into little rip-

ples, which gpred away like some coy
maiden who flees from ihe embrace
which ghe has provoked from herardent
swain, The scene is one of unsurpass-
ing loveliness immediately around you;
while the view in the distance is grand,
aye, sublime—beyond the power of
words to depict. Whoever visita this
place cannot fail of being impressed
with its wondrous beauty, and his mind
will take newer and clearer impresgions
of the power of “ Him who Lath created
all things.”

Daring the building of the road,
thousands of ties were floated down to
Laramie, and thence hauled alung the
line, The supply eof lumber in this
region is as near inexhaustible as can
well be imagined, where forests do not
recover from the cutting. There will
be no second growth of tue timber here ;
when onee cut off, it is gone for ever,
Saw-milla will find empl/yment for
many generations, though, ere they can
lay bare these mountains.

MINES.

The mining prospects of Laramie are
excellent in many respects, From 40 1o
50 miles of mining range is claimed
along the ba<e of the mountaing, in and
around the head-waters of the Laramie,
whiel it ia said will pay well, The mines
are mozstly “ placer.” The gold isof the
coarse order, ol good quality and easily
obtained, as the “ diggings” are what is
termed in California *“shallow” or “ sur-
face diggings.”

THE SNOWY RANGE.

The highest ridge of this range, the
great backbone of the continent, i3 cov-
ered with enow for a great part of the
season ; the highest peaks ever wearing
their white robes, even when the passes
are covered with flowers, This renders
them very conspicuous and easily dis-
cerned at a great distance. Hence the
term* Snow Hange.” The Black Hillsare
part and parcel of the chain, though act-
ing as advance guard, and being less in
elevation, although the pass over there
hills is highe~ than the pass over the
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main chain, or Snowy Range. The
Medicine Bow, and other ranges of
which we shall speak, are all parts of
the great chain, sectionalized by natu-
ral divisions or valleys, or water-courses,
or perhaps by nothing but a local name.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
COUNTRY.

GENERAL

We will now conzider the general fea-
tures of the couniry around the city,
that the traveler may judge for himself
of the capacities of this part of Wyo.
ming for grazing, lumbering, mining,
and other sources of wealth and pros-
perity. In general descriptions, the
tourist or traveler speaksof the Laramie
Plains as being or including all the
conntry lying between the western base
of the Black Hills and the eastern base
of the Snowy Range or Rocky Moun-
tains. This country is really a grand
park, gimilar in formasion to the great
parks of Colorado, though of much less
altitude, Thess “parks” are immense
lodies of table lands, enclosed by the
peaks and ridges of the surrounding
mountains, sheltered by them from the
cold winds, watered by them from the
never-failine streams which flow from
gorges and eanyons among these peaks,
from which the snow is never abgent.
The average elevation of the Laramie
Plains or park isabout 6,500 feet, though
where the city stands it i3 more. The
Black Hill ranges of the Rocky Moun
tains form the eastern and northern
boundary of the “ Plaine.” Thiarange
extends nearly due north to Laramie
Peak, about 150 miles, thence west, ter-
winating in the Seminole Mountains,
Here a prominent peak rises at the
mouth of the Sweetwater river, which
enters the North Platte from the west,
and is rex 1/ the we t fork of t'1e Platte,
Oa the south the park or plain is bor-
dered by the main range of the Rocky
Mountains, which here reach an eleva-
ton of from 10,000 to 17,000 feet above
the gea, snow-capped always. For a
distance of 8,000 or 9,000 feet these

slopes are covered with dense pine
forests, Here is the timber to feed and
the water-power to run any number of
saw-mills for years to come. And the
constantly increasing demand for this
article will insure & permanent and lu-
crative trade, Here is one great source
of wealth, one branch of industry, which
will furnish employment to many.

The prominent * peaks” of this sec-

_- tion are “ Sheep’s Head,” “ Elk Moun-
tain,” and * Medicine Bow™ Mountains,

near the head-watersof the Laramie and
North Platte rivers, and the “peaks”
south of North Platte crossing. These
points siand, like guarding sentinels,
at intervals alon ¢ the crest of the moun-
tain ranges which inclose the Laramie
park.

In these mountain ranges, mines of
gold, silver, copper, iron, and eoal have
been digcovered, and, in several cases,
worked to advantage, while a vast re-
gion, doubtless equally well stored
with mineral deposits, has never been
prospected or exploited. This field will
eventually prove another source of
wealth and prosperity to Laramie and
those places near the diverging points
for the various mininglocalities, These
general observations might apply in a
great measure to Cueyenne, for the
mwountains surrounding those plains are
supposed to be rich in various kinds of
mineral deposits.

On the west, from out the Elk Moun-
tains, juts the Rattlesnake range, ex-
tending north to the North Platte, car-
rying an elevation of nearly 8,000 feet.

Through the western range the North
Platte canyons, and, on the east, the
Medicine Bow river cuts through the
eastern range, separating it from the
foot hills of the northerly range of
the Black Mills, Through the plains
run the Big and Little Laramie rivers,
which, a3 we before stated, rise in ths
mountaing which border the western
rim of the plains, These streams can-
yon through the Black Hills north of
Laramie Peak, and enter the North
Platte near Fort Laramie,

Rock creek rises east of Medicine
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Bow, and after flowing north to about
latitude 42 deg., flows west and empties
into Medicine Bow. This river rises in
Medicine Bow Mountaing, and flows
north to about the same latitnde as Rock
creek,thence west ; and canyonsthrough
Rattlesnake range of hills, entering the
North Platte about 150 miles northwest
of Fort Baunders, in latitude 42 deg. 3
min,

By this showing, it will be observed
that the immense park, or Laramie
plaing, is well watered—sufliciently for
grazing and irrigation. We have been
more explicit, have dwelt longer on
these pointg, than we should have done,
did we not feel a desire to show to the
emigrant, or to those who are geeking
good locations for grazing lands, that
the Laramie plains possess these advan-
tages in an eminent degree. We have
wandered far away from the plains in
our descriptions, but the grazing lands
end not with the plaine. The moun-
tain eides, until the timber belt is reach-
ed, the valleys, bluffs, and foot-hills, all
pregent the same feature in point of lux-
uriant crops of grass. The valleys of
the streams mentioned also contain
thousands of acres of meadow land,
where hay can be cut in abundance,
and, if the season will permit, wheat,
barley, and rye might be grown to ad-
vantage, the soil being a black loam,
and rufficiently moist to insure good
erops without irrigation.

With these general remarks, we will
return to Laramie, and proceed on our
journey, Boon after leaving the city we
croes the Laramie river, and proceed
eight miles to

HOWELL'S,
an unimportant station. Six miles from
WYOMING STATION
On the Little Laramie river, Elevation,
7,068 feet. During the building of the
road large quantities of ties were re.
ceived at this point, which were cut at
the head of the river and flated down
thestream in high water., The country
is a broad prairie, We crossed Little
Laramie, which rises in the mountains
in the west, and empties into Laramie

river. The eame description will apply
to Whiskey creek, a small stream which
we eross next, and soon we reach fifteen
miles to

COOPER'S LAKE STATION

Elevation, 7,044 feet, Near the sta-
tion, to the westward, lies a beautiful
sheet of water, about three miles long
by half a mile wide, called Cooper's
Lake. At this point, during the con-
struction of the road, an immense num-
ber of ties were deiivered, which were
obtained along the base of the moun-
tains, about 18 miles to the westward,
where abundance of timber is found.
Several pawmills have been erected
among those hillg, and thelumber trade
is now assuming an important position,
Four miles west of Cooper’s Lake is

LOOKOUT.

Elevation, 7.109. We are now enter-
ing the rolling prairie country, where,
for 25 miles either way along the road,
vast herds of elk, deer, and antelope are
found at different seascns of the year,
the elk being mostly found in the win-
ter, when the snow drives them from
the mountaing, We also begin to find
oceasional bunches of sage-brush, which
tell us that we have entered the country
where this more useful than ornamental
shrub abounds, Oceasionally we pass
through cuts and over low fills, by snow
fences, and through snow sheds, the
country growing rougher as we pass
along eight miles to

MISER STATION.

Elevation, 6,810 feet. Bage-brush is
the rule. Just before entering the sta-
tion, we pass through a very deep cut—
one of the deepest on the road--where
a litile spur of the bluffs rises abruptly
from the plains, right in the way of the
road, Just before reaching the next
gtation, we cro=s Rock creek, famous for
itstrout fishing, It riges in the moun-
tains to the wesr, and emnties i18 waters
into the Laram e river, Niie wiles to

ROCK CREEIX STATION.

Coal and water station. LElevation,
6,690 feet. Through various cuts and
over fills, through a rough, rolling coun-




OROFUTT'S TRANS-CONTINENTAL TOURIST'S GUIDE.

try, winding around the spurs of the
hills which interlock with each other.
Seven miles brings us to

Ll

WILCOX,

an unimportant station. Again g.ft.er
passing over creeks aud across ravines,
for 8 miles more of difficult engineering
and middling heavy work, we arrive
at

CcoOMO,

with an elevation of 6,680 feet. Soon
after passing the station we come to
Como Luke, a beauriful little sheet of
water, lyingr to the right of the road. It
is about two miles long by one mile
wide, and contains plenty of fish. Ducks
abound herein great numbers. Passing
on, we Cross

MEDICINE BOW RIVER,

which rises to the west, in the Medicine
Bow Mountains, emptying its waters
into the Norch Platte river.

This river was long a noted re-
gort for Indians, and several treaties
have been made on its banks between
the “noble red men” and their pale-
faced ** brothers.” The valley of the
river, above the station, for twenty
miles or more, i8 broad, fine bottom-
land until it reaches the base of the
mountain. From thence to its source
the course of the river is through im-

Cororapn was first visited b% wiite men—
Bpasiards—in 1540, Explored by Z. M Pike, who
ave his name to Plue's Peak, in 1806 ; by Col, 8.
. Lonwg, in 1820, who named Long's Peak : by
Gen, Fremont in i843: by Gov, Willlam in 1840
who has traversed the conuntry more or less until
the present time,

PaT, it wag me that was weighed the nther
day. Well, what did yvon weigh? I mostforgit
now, It was either five feet tin, or tin feet five,
and for the life of me I ean nardly teil which.

TEEMS HEArRD ON THE PLarws.—* Lariat* ia
the Spanisn name for rope. ** Bronco," Califor-
niaor =panish ponv. * Bueano ' (wa-ue), gond;
“Ksta bueano™ (star wa-no), very good, na bet-
ter: *po sahe (sarvey), don’t understand;
“Quien Behe?'' (kinsarvey), who knows, or do
you understand ?

Taw “good old-fashioned way " of imparting
knowledee to dull punils. By rule, paddling it
in through the pores of the skin.

1

mense forests of pine, which present
unrivaled facilities for lumbering. Fish
are found in great quantities in the
stream, and the various kinds of game
which abound in this country are found
in the mountains where the river has
its source. Soon after crossing the
river we arrive at
MEDICINE BOW STATION,

With a round house of five stalls, seven
miles west of Como. Elevation, 6,550
feet. Leaving this station we pass over
a smooth, level plain for about five
miles, when we enter a rougher coun-
try and find evidences of heavier work.
We wind around a point, passing
through deep cuts and over fills, until
we arrive at
CAREON STATION,

Fleven miles west ol the last station,
Here was discovered the first coal on
the Union Pacific R. R. Two banks or
coal veins have been opened, the veing
averaging about nine feet. The work-
ing capacity of the veins is 200 tons per
duy. The coal is shipped eastward,
much of it finding its way to Omaha,
besides supplying the towns along the
road. About 300 men are employed in
the mines. The coal is raised from the
mine and dumped into the flats while
standing on the track, the shaft of the
mine being between the main and side
track. A stationary engine furnishes
the hoisting power. Carbon is distant
from Omaha 656 miles. Elevation,
6,750 feet.

Through a succession of cuts, some
quite heavy, for six miles, and we ar-
rive at

SIMPSON,

Unimportant and uninviting, Eleva-
tion, 6,808 feet. Seven miles west we
arrive at

PERCY

Station, at an elevation of 6.950 feet,
and 1,107 miles from Sacramento.
It was named for Colonel Percy, who
was killed by the Indians, when the
survey of the road was being made.
He was surprised by a party of war-
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riors and retreated to a cabin, where
for three days he withstood their attacks,
killing several of his assailants. At the
end of that time they managed to fire
the cabin, and when the roof tell in the
Colonel rushed out and was immedi-
ately dispatched by the Mr. “Lo's.”

During the construction of the road,
this was an important station. Ties,
telegraph poles, wood and bridge tim-
ber were landed at this point, in im-
mense quantities, They were obtained
at Elk Mountain, seven miles to the
south. The old stage road winds around
the base of the mountain, between that
and the railroad. At the foot of the
mountain was once an important stage
station, now deserted. Near this was
old Forl Halleck, now abandoned. The
last remnant of those days, '66, is now
found in the person of Mr. Foot, sutler
of the old fort, who still resides there,
and at his ranch offers a pleasant rest-
ing place to the tourist. 'To those who
visit this locality we would say, find his
ranch, and from thence, with Mr. Foot
as your guide, you can safely explore
the grand scences around and among
these mountains,

Elk Mountain iz a noted landmark,
and quite a curiosty in its way. 1t rises
toa great height, its top being covered
with siaow a great portion of the year,
and at any time snow can be found in
places on the summit. It has the ap-
pearance of being an isolated peak,
though, really, it is the extreme north-
ernspur of the Medicine Bow Mountains,
It is, however, surrounded by rolling

rairie land, and seems to rise boldly
rom it, rough, rugged and alone. On
the west side, the summit is easily
reached by a good road, made by the
lumbermen. The mouatain is nearly
rouad, about six miles in diameter at its
base. Its sides are covered with dense
forests of pine, aspen and hemlock, It
is worthy of note, that this is the only

oint where the latter species of timber
is found along the line of the road. It
grows in profusion with the spruce in
the gorges, near the summit

To the south, isa fine valley, about 15

miles wide by 20 mileslong. Pass creek,
which rises in the Medicine Bow Moun-
tains, runs through this valley on its way
to the North Platte river. Large quan-
tities of hay are cut in the bottom lands
along the creek. This stream, like all
others which rise in this range, is full of
fine trout and other fish. Antelopes
abound on the plain, while elk, deer,
bear, mountain sheep and mountain
lions find their homes in the dark ra-
vines and gloomy gorges of the moun-
tain.

DANA.

Six miles west of Perey. From this
point, and we might say, from Percy
station to the Platte river, we passdown
the valley of an alkali ravine. Sage-
brush and stagnant pools of alkali water
are the only objects that greet the eye
—an unpleasant greeting, it must be con-
fessed.

ST. MARY'S,

Five miles west, we arrive at St
Mary’s. Soon after leaving St. Mary’s,
we enter the ravine, where the bluffs
assume more formidable features. The
ravine becomes a gorge, and the rugged
spurs shoot out as though they would
reach the opposite wall, and bar out far-
ther progress. The first one of these spurs
does indeed bar our way, or did until
the tunnel we are entering was com-
pleted. Before this tunnel was finished,
the company laid the road around the

oint of the spur on a temporary track.
imerging from the tunnel, we rush
down the gorge, the wall now rising
close, abrupt, and high, on either hand,
we arrive at

WALCOTTS,
An unimportant station, eight miles
west of St Mary's—down—down we go
the rough spurs point out from either
wall of the canyon, an indenture in one
bank marking a prnjeection on the other,
While looking on this scene, one cannot
help fancying that at one time this
chasm was not; that some fearful con
vulsion of nature rent these mighty
rocks in twain, leaving these rugged
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walls and fetid pools to attest the fact.
Suddenly we whirl out of the mouth of
this chasm—out onto the level lands of
the North Platte river—cross a sub-
stantial wooden bridge, and stop at

FORT FRED. STEELE,

A fort and regular passenger station, 8
miles west of Walcotts—elevation, 6,840,

This fort was established June 30th,
1868, by four companics of the 30th In-
fantry, under command of Brevet Col.
R. 1. Dodge, Major 30th Infantry. When
the posts in the Powder river country
were abandoned, the great bulk of the
military stores was hauled to this
place and stored for future use. About
itwo miles west of Fort Steele formerly
stood

BENTON CITY,

Now entirely abandoned. Theroad was
completed to this point the last of July,
1868. At that time a large amount of
freight for Fort Fred Stecle, Montana,
Iduho, Utal, and the western country
was reshipped in wagons at this point,
and during August and September the
place presented a lively aspeet, which
continued until the road was finished to
Bryan, about the first of October. The
town at that time was composed of can-
vas tents, About 3,000 people of all
kinds made the population; a harder
set it would be impossible to find.
Roughs, thieves, petty gamblers (the
same thing), fast women, and the usual
accompaniments of the railroad towns
flourished here in profusion. There
were high old times in Benton then, but
long before the road reached Bryan, the
people “ packed up their tents and stole
noisclessly away,” leaving only a few
old chimneys and post-holes to mark the
spot of the once flourishing town.  All
the water used by this people was hauled
two miles from the Platie river at an
expense of one dollar per barrel, or ten,
cents per bucket-full.

At Benton, the bluffs which mark the
entrance to the canyon of the Platte
near Fort Steele, are plainly visible and
will continue in sight until we near

Rawlings Btation, They are of gray
sandstone, worn, marked by the waters
or by the elements, far up their perpen-
dicular sides. They are on the opposite
side of the river, the banks on the west
side being comparatively low,

At this poin, the river makes a bend,
and for several miles we seem to be run-
ning down the river, parallel with it,
though really drawing away from the
stream,

To the south, is a long, high ridge of
gray granite, called the * Hog's Back.”
It is about four miles away {rom the
road, and runs parallel with it for about
15 miles, termingting in the highlands
of Rawlings Springs It is very narrow
at the base, not exceeding half a mile in
width, yet it riges from 200 to 2,000 feet
high. The ridge is go sharp that cattle
cannot be driven across it, and in many
places it is all but impracticable for a
man toattempt to walk along its summit
Where thisridge reaches the river bank,
sbout two and a half miles above the
bridge, the walls are perpendicular, and
very high, from 1,500 to 2,000 feet. A
corresponding bluff on the opposite side
shows that the rivir bas cut a channel
thirough this ridge, which at one time
barred the progress of the waters,

On the south side of the ridge is a
very pretry little valley, through which
flows a emall creek into the Platte. It
furnishes fine grazing, and is in marked
contrast to the surrounding country.

Many years ago this green and peace-
ful Iuol?;’ing vale was the seene of a fear-
ful battle between the Sioux and their
inveterate enemies, the Utes. The Sioux
were encamped in the valley, and were
surprised by the Utes, who stole on them
in the gray light of the morning, and at-
tacked them furiously. Though taken
hy surprise, the Sioux fought bra\'cg',
but were snrrounded and overpnwered.
When trying to escape, they essayed to,
cross the Hog's Back but every one who
raised his head above the crest was
picked off instantly. A portion of the
band escaped in another direction, leav-
ing their dead comrades on the field
The Sionx were so badly whipped, that
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from that time forward they called the
Utes * Bad Medicine.”

PLATTE RIVER ABOVE THE FORT.

We will make a brief paragraph re-
gardiag the Platte above the fort, al-
though we have spoken of the river
before. From Fort Steele to the head
waters of the Platte is about 150 to 200
miles [triges ia the mouatains of the
North Park, its waters being supplied by
maay tributaries, which, at preseat, are
mostly nameless. The course of the
river, from itz source to this pount, 13
nearly due north. ‘I'he stream aad its
tributaries abouad ia fish; the sur-
rouadiag couatry in game,

About tweaty-five miles above the
fort, is the Platte ferry, oa the old
overland stage road.

Good bottom lands are found along
the stream at iatervals. About 10)
miles further up, the tributaries of the
river begia to empty their waters into
the maia stream. Here the timber laad
comme:ices, where was cut great num-
bers of ties, which were floated dowa
the river to the road.

Douglass ereek and French ereek rua
through heavy timbered valleys, aad
here the work of catting ties com-
menced.

These streams are icy cold and abound
in trout. Gold miaes and guleh dig-
gings were discovered here, but not
prospected to any greatextent. On the
west side of the river Moaument and
Big creeks emptg; their waters nearly
opposite the creeks first named.

ig creek rises in a beautiful lake,
about three miles long by half a mile
wide. A half mile above this lies
another lake, but little smaller. * Float
mineral "—galena—was found here, but
no prospecting attempted. The grouud
is disputed territory between the Sioux
aad Utes, rendering it very unsafe for
small parties.

Eight miles from Douglass ereek coal
is found in abundance, and farther on,
fine-looking quartz veins crop out on the
hill side; but what they contain is un-
known, as they have never been pros-

pected. Near here are sulphur springs,
seven in number, and very hot; while,
along side of them rises a clear, spark-
ling spring of ice cold water, and we
opiue that the time is not far distant
when these springs will be taken up
and improvements made, and oae of
the finest “ watering places” in the worll
will be opened to the public—we will
see.

Fish of many kinds, and beavers, are
abundant in the streams; the beavers
erecting dams often six feet high. The
mouutains and forests are full of game,
aud in them aud the open valleys caa be
found elk, deer, antelope, bear, moun-
tain sheep and lion, aud, occasionally,
the bison or mouutain buffalo,

The forests are dense and large in ex-
tent; the valleys fertile and of good
gize, Allinall, it is a grand, wild coun-
try, where the tourist would enjoy him-
self, to his heart's content, ia hunting,
fishing and fighting the Indians,

GRENVILLE.

Fourteen miles west of Fort Steele we
pass this station, making but a short
stop. Five miles further, we arrive at

RAWLINS SPRINGS,

This place is one of the regular eating
stations, the company having put up a
fine hotel here for the accommodation
of the travel on the road. Elevation,
6,732 feet. Distance from Omaha, 709
miles. The town contains about 400
inhabitants. The company havea round
house, of ten stalls, built of stone, also
a machine shop, built of the same ma-
terial.

The surrounding country is rough and
broken, covered with sage-brush and
flecked with alkali. Near aad above
the town are the springs which give
their name to the place. They eonsist
of the seepage of a narrow, wet ravine,
which extends about a mile above the
town. The bed of the ravine as far as
the water extends, is white with alkali,
where the pools of stagnant water do
not cover it. At the foot of this wet
strip of land a trench has been cut, from
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which flows a stream of water, better to
the taste than that found in the
“ springs.”

Leaving Rawlins, we follow the wet
ravine, through a natural pass about 300
feet wide, which leads between two high
bluffs, at the head of the wet ground al-
luded to. It appears that at this point
the hillsscrossed the ravine, which has
since cut its way through them. Per-
haps a large lake was imprisoned above,
wkhich burst these walls and left a nat-
ural route for the railroad. The blufls
are about 100 feet high on each side of
the road, almost perpendicular, of hard,
gray granite, and from this place was
taken the stone used in constructing the
round house and machine shop at the
springs. Beyond the pass we follow
up this dry channel through a sage-brush
and alkali country to

SEPARATION STATION,

An unimportant place, 14 miles west of
Rawlins; ‘elevation, 6,900 feet. We
are rapidly rising and in a few miles
further ride we shall be on the summit
of the Rocky Mountains,

CRESTON.

Through sage-brush and alkali beds
for 14 miles before we arrive at this
station. We are now near the summit of
the great “backbone” of the continent,
the Rocky Mountains. According to
General Dodge, we are now just 7,030
feet above the level of the rea.

Two and a half miles west of this
point, a flag, planted by the wife of
Captain Clayton, near the track, marks
the summit 7,100 feet above the level of
the gea. This point is about 185 miles
from Sherman, 737 from Omaha, and
from San Francisco, 1,177,

On this wild spot, surrounded by few
evidences of vegetation, and those of the
most primitive formn, this little flag staff
marks the center of the grandest range
of mountains on the continent, Amid
what seems to have been the wreck of
mountains, we stand and gaze awaly in
the vast distance, at the receding lines
of hill, valley and mountain peaks,
which we have passed in our journey:

‘We feel the cool mountain breeze on our
cheeks, but it brings no aroma of life
and vegetation with its cooling current,
We feel and know that the same sky
which hangs so warm and blue over the
smiling valleys, looks down upon us
now ; but how changed the aspect ; thin,
gray and cold it appears, and so clear
that we almost expect to see the stars
looking down through the glistening
sunbeams. We do not seem to be on
the mountain height, for the expanse
seems but a onee level plain, now arched
and broken into ugly, repulsive hollows
and desolate knobs,

Here, if a spring should arise from this
sage-brush knoll, its waters would di-
vide, and the different portions eventu-
ally mingle with the two occans which
wash the opposite sides of the continent,
‘We enter the cars and pass on, the track
seeming to be lost but a short distance
in our front. The view from the rear
of the car is the same. The track seems
to be warped up and doubled out of
sight. The curvature of this back-bone
gives the track a similar appearance to
that wilnessed at Sherman.  Although
much higher at Sherman, still this is the
conlinental divide, but the low, broad
pass brings us 1,212 feet below that place,
To the north, the Seminole Mountains
rear their rugged heights, and farther
on, and more (o the westward, can be
seen the long lines and gray peaks of the
Sweetwater range. Still farther to the
west and north, the Wind River Moun
tains close the scene in the dim distance,
their summits robed in snow. Away to
the south can be seen the hills which
form the gouthern boundary of the pass,
near by where the Bridger Pass
station is situated on the old overland
stage road, Between these mountain
crests, about 150 miles apart, the pass
extends—an undulating, broken, bent,
and double plain, if such a thing can
be supposed to have been created.

Witha last look at this rugged, barren,
desolate region, we speed away over the
crest, and down the grade to
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WASH-A-KIE STATION,

A station 15 miles to the westward.
Elevation, 6,697 feet.
RED DESERT,

Nine miles from Wash-a-Kie. Eleva-
tion, 6,710 feet, The country around
here is called the red desert from the
color of the barren soil. Itisa huge
basin, its waters having no outlet. Sev-
eral alkali lakes are found in it, butl
nothing lives on its surtace. It is said
that a jack rabbit once tried to cross it,
but died of starvation and thirst before
he accomplished his jouruey. The soil
is bad between Table Rock and Creston,
the extreme points of the desert, 38
miles apart. It is composed of the de-
composition of shale and calcareous
clays, and is deep red, showing the pres-
ence of an hydrous sesquioxide of iron,
The southern margin of the basin is
mainly sand, which is lifted up by every
passiug breeze, to fall in drifis and shift-
ing mounds

TABLE ROCH.

Fourteen miles westward, we reach
this station, on the outer edge of the
desert, which has an elevation of
6,890 feet. Off to the left can be seen
a long line of bluffs, rising from 50 to
500 feet above the surrounding country.
They are of red sandstone, worn, cut
and fluted by the action of the elements.
One of these bluffs, which gives its name
to the station, is level on the top, which
rises about 500 feet above the road,
and extends for several miles. Heavy
cuts and fills are found here, showing
that the road is passing through the
rim of the desert. After passing through
this rim, we go on, through a rough and
broken country for ten miles, when we
arrive at

BITTER CREEK STATION.

At this place the company have a
ten-stall round-house, and a machine
shop. Elevation, 6,685 feet.

As we leave this station, we begin the
descent of the celebrated Bitter creek,
the valley of which we shall follow to
Green river, about 60 miles away. The

valley is narrow, the bluffs coming near
the stream on eitherside. The stream is
small and so strongly impregnated with
alkali as to be almost useless for man or
beast. The banks and bottomsare ver
treacherous in places, miring any cattle
which attempt to reach its fetid waters,
This section was always a terror to tray-
elers, emigrants and freighters for noth-
ing in the line of vegetation rFrovm theron
excepting grease wood and sage-brush.
The freighter, especially, who had safely
navigated this section, would “ring
his popper” and swear that he was
a “tough cuss on wheels, from Bitter
creek.”

From the source to the mouth of this

stream, every indication points to the
fact tha osits of oil underlie the sur-
face. Coal veins, valuable ones, have

been found, and an oil bearing shale un-
derlies a large portion of the valley. ,/The
old overland stage and emigrant road
follows this valley from its source to
Green river. From the bluffs, spurs
reach out as though they would like to
meet their jagged friends on the oppo-
site bluffs, and around the rough points
the cars roll merrily on until we arrive
at
BLACK BUTTES,
Nine miles west of Bitter creck station.
Elevation, 6,600 feet. Near this station
is a coal mine, or vein, about four feet
thick, which produces an excellent
quality of coal. The mine has a work-
ing capacity of 100 tons per day. Four
miles west we arrive at
HALLVILLE,
Where exists coal in great abundance,
of very superior burnivg quality, free of
sulphur and smoke, There are several
veins in the vicinity, from seven to ten
feet thick. This coal is highly spoken
of, and the mine can produce 300 tons
per day when necessary. The mine 1s
very easily worked, and has an excellent
roof. Seven miles to the west, after
passing through the same desolat.
Tegion, we arrive at
POINT OF ROCKS.
Eight hundred and five miles wesi
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from Omaha. Elevation, 6,490 feet.
An artesian well has been suuk 1,015
feet, obtaining good water. Coal
mines are found near the place, One
has been opened by the Wyoming Coal
Company which is five feet thiek. But
the coal is said to be of very ordinary
quality.

Stages leave this point daily in sum-
mer for Sweetwaler Mines, on arrival
of the ears. The distance to the mines,
by this route is from 70 to 80 miles.

SWEETWATER MINES,

These mines are attracting considera-
ble attention just now, theretore, a short
description of them may net be unin-
teresting to our readers. ines,
or rather Sweetwater distr es on
the Sweetwater river, a tributary of the
Wind river, which puasses through a
very fine mineral and agricultural coun-
try. The Sioux and Cheyennes have
long held possession of this section,
guarding it from the intrusive white
man and occasionally fizhting among
themselves for possession. The greas
trouble now is to keep up a mining set-
tlement against their aggressions, and
to protect the miners and settlers from
their onslaughts. The Government has
stationed detachments of soldiers in va-
rious parts of the district.  With these
precautions, there is a tolerable degree
of safcty for the adventurer and miner,
The Indians—* friendlies”"—have made
several raids of late on the settlers, and
have killed a number of miners and
ranch men, but were finally driven off
by the miners, who made a few
“ friendly.”

THE MINES.

The mines are “ real,” the ledges large
and showing plenty of gold. The prin-
cipal lodes are “ Miner's Delight,”
“ Buckeye,” *“{(Carriboo,” “ Mammoth
Lode,” * Gold Hunter,” * Mary Ellen,”
and “ Atlantic.” These lodes are said
to be veryrich. We examined some
rock from the various mines, which
showed plenty of gold and was really
very rich for surface rock. But their

ermanent value remains to be tested
y deep shafis which shall expose the
lodes below the water line.

Placer gold in paying quantities has
been found, and several claims are be-
ing worked to great advantage to their
owners. The Indians used to bring
very fine specimens of coarse gold from
this section, long before the white man
found his way to it.  About 2,000 mi-
ners are now at work in the district,

SOUTH PASS CITY.

The principal place in the distriet is
South Pass City. Population, 1,500.
Principal hotel, the Irvin House.

About 55 miles from South Pass, on
Wind River, is Buffalo Bull Lake. It
is said that no boat as yet has ever
floated on its surface, the I[ndiaus buinﬁ
very superstitious about a famous ol
bull, who, after all his herd had been
killed, plunged into this lake, where he
has often been seen and frequently been
heard to roar. The Indians have a mor-
tal fear of the lake and its strange in-
habitant, and few can be induced to
venture into its waters, A few winters
since some Indians went out on the ice
to cut a fish-hole, and had just completed
their work when they heard the bull di-
rectly beneath them, and droI;piug fish-
ing-tackle, knives and blankets, they
fled for their lives, and could never be
prevailed upon to go back—strange lake
that—good joke on the *“ friendly.”

ATLANTIC CITY.

This town is situated about four miles
from South Pass City, north of east.
Population, about 300.

HAMILTON CITY

Is about four miles from Atlantic City,
and contains about 150 inhabitants. All
of these towns are mining camps, not of
any real permanency yet, nor will they
be until the stability of the mines is
established. Silver, as well as gold and
placer mines, have been found, and re-
port says the lodes are very rich, and—
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like some of the gold bearing ores—
rather refractory in working.

The valley of which we made mention,
and those which lic along the tributaries
of Wind river, are very fertile, but
heretofore the Indians would allow no
whites there; therefore, agriculture is
in the back ground at present. The
country to the east is said to be rich in
gold.  Where the settlers have been
permitted to till the ground, currants,
raspberries, gonseberries, blackberries,
strawberries, eherries, plums and apples
grow in profusioa, proving the capabil-
ities of the soil. The country east to
the “ Big Horn Mnountain” is as yet
unexplored or, at least, we hLave no
definite information from any source
concerning ir.,

Wind river is a tributary of the BiF
Horn river, which empties into the Yel-
lowstone. T'he streams abound in fish,
including trout of excellent flavor. The
valleys and mountains furnish game in
abundance, including deer, elk, antelope,
mountain  sheep, buffily, cinnamon,
brown, black and grizzly bears.

With this short sketeh of this locality,
which is daily growing in importance,
wereturn to our description of the road,
merely premising, that while we have
been teliing you of this country, that
the cars havearrived at the next station,
Salt Wells, twelve miles tc the westward
from Point of Roclks.

SALT WELLS STATION,

Side-track and wood station, until ecoa.
became abundant. Klevation, 6,360 fuet.
The country is desolate and covered
with grease-wood and sage brush. The
water i3 brackish, and in places very
salt. From eight to ten miles south, in
the gulches and on the Bitter Creck
Range, elk, deer and many varieties of
game are found in abundance. Passing
on through this uninviting valley, for 11
miles we arrive at

VAN DYKES,
A small, uninteresting station, except
for the coal mines discovered here.
Three miles more brings us to

RICK SPRINGS,

Another unimportant station, but wnere
better water is found than at any other
point on the creek, and this is very
saline. It boils up out of the bluffs,
looking very clear and nice, but it is
very deceiving.—an uncommon thing in
this truthful world. The station is on
the line of the 109th degrec of longitude.
Elevation 6,280 feet. A vein of coal, of
good quality, about four feet in thick-
ness, has been discovered, but at present
the owners aure not working it.

From this point to Green River, the
scenery becomes more grand and im-
pressive, 1he bluffs rising higher and the
rorge mg, until the hills seem to
1ang narrow valley with their
frown tlements  Through this
gorge we rattle on for 14 miles, when we
arrive at the site of the deserted city of
Green River, close to the station of that
name.

GREEN RIVER STATION,

Elevation, 6,140 feet. Distance from
Omaha, 845 miles; from Sacramento,
931 miles. 'This station is on the east
side of Green River, and close by the
old overland stage company’s fm'(.!'?rr

GREEN RIVER CITY.

This city has improved very much
during the last year. The railroad
company have erected a round-house,
and about tweniy-five new buildings
bave been erected. The city was laid
out about the 1st of July, 1868, by
H. M. Hook, first Mayor ot Chevenne
City. In this enterprise, James Moore,
of Cheyenne, waa interested, and these
gentlemen suppos-d that the terminus
of the road would he at this point dur-
ing the winter. In September, 1868,
the place had a population of over
2,000, and snbstantial adobe buildings
were erected, and the town presented
a permanent appearance. But the
river was bridged, and as the road
stretched away to the westward, the
town declined as rapidly as it arose,
the people moving on to Bryan,
Bear River, and other points, until
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there was no one left but those
connected with the etationse—in the
company’s employ. Geographical in-
dications point to the fact that this
station nay become an important one
in time.

GREEN RIVER,

This stream rises in the northwest of
the Wind River Mountains, at the base
of Fremont's Peak., The source of the
river is found in innumerable little
streams, about 200 mile from the rail-
road crossing.  About 150 miles below
the station the river empties into the
Colorade river. The name, * Green
river,” implies the color of the water,
but one would hardly expect to behold
a large, rapid river, whose walers pos-
sess 30 deep a bue.  The river, for some
distance up the stream, commencing
about fifty miles above the station, runs
through a soil composed of decomposed
rock, slate, etc, which is very green,
and easily washed and worn away,
which accounts for the color of the wa-
ter. At all scasons of the year
the water is very good, the st,
by far, of any found in this part of the
country. ‘Lhe tributaries abound in
trout of fine flavor, and the main river
is well stocked with the fiuny tribe.
Game of all kinds abound slong the
river and in the adjacent mountains.

The lower streain presents a ve
marked feature, aside from the hig
bluffs of worn sandstone and sedimenta-
ry deposits.  These features are sirongly
marked, above the bridge, for several
miles; buat of that we will speak more
in detail as we ascend the river.

From this station, the celcbrated ex-
ploring expedition of Major Powell
started on the 24th of May, 1869. Ma-
jor Powell left. Chicago, Friduy, May
Tth, tor Green River City, accompanied
by about a dozen well armed, intrepid
men, mostly Western hunters. They
had four well built boats, with which
to explore the mysterious and terrible
canyons of Green river and the Colora-
do. These gorges were comparatively
unknown, the abrupt mountain walls
having turned the travel far from their

sterile shores, Science and commerce
demanded a solution of the guestion

“Can the upper Colorado be naviga
ted ?" and Major Powell undertook to
soive the problem.  Atter he started on
his journcy, lorg before any authentic
accoums could be bad, the community
were thrown into a terribie excitement
by the report that the expudition was
lost—that all were drowned but one.
Soon after this, the public were relieved
by the published letters of Major Tow-
ell, announcing his safety. The party
encountercd hardships like all explor-
ing expeditions, discovered beautiful
scenery, and in their report have thrown
some light on the mysteries of this be-
led country, but as a de
ion has been given the pub-
lic in the Jectures of Major Powell and
in many of the journals of the day, we
will not wander farither away, bul return
with the 1cader 1o the Railroad.

After crossirg Green River on a fine
bridge, the cars pass alorg through
hcavy cuts, almost over the river in
piaces, atiordicg a fine view of the
frowrarg clifis on the east side of the
river. ‘I'wenty miles to the rerthwest,
a large barren butte, pilot kuch, stands
in isolated loncdliness.  Foon we leave
the river ard pass alorg a dreary bar-
ren waste, for 18 miles, we arrive at

BREYAN,

A regular eating station. The coun-
try around is barren, composed of red
sand, and unioviting in the ¢xtreme,
We are again ircrcasitg our elevation,
and will soon be above this checrless
range, into a higher aLd more hospitable
region.  Elevation at this station, 6,3 .0
feet, Round-house of 12 stalls, a1.d ma-
chire ghops.  "This station, duriig its
early days, wasquite lively, ard troubled
with the usual number of roughs, gamb
lers ard desporadoes. When the Vigi-
laree Committee was in session, they
waited on one of the latter class, a 1oted
desperodo, and gave him 15 mivutes to
leave town. He mounted his mule and
said : “Gentlemen, if this d——m mule
don’t buck, I don't want but five.” We
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commend his judgment, and consider
that for once his head was level.

From this point it is 90 miles to South
Pass Ciry, Sweetwater mineg, to which
place a line of four-horse stages is dis-
patehed tri-weekly—fare $20—carrying
the Express and U. 8. mails. About 80
miles from Bryan is the Pacific Springs,
onthe old * California trail.”

At this station we approach Black
Fork, a triburary of Green river, It
rises in the Uintah Mountaing, ahout
100 miles to the southwest, and empties
into Green river, below Green River
City. The bottom lands of this river,
f r fifty miles above Bryan, are suscep-
tible of irrigation and the production of

small graing. These lands om a
quarter to a mile in width.
The road was completed to Bryan in

September, '68, and large amounts of
freight were delivered lhere to be re-
shipped to the westward. At the pre-
sent time some freighting business is
carried on between this point and the
Swectwater mines. Leaving Bryan, we
ascend Black Fork, crossing it twice,
and pass MARSTON, a flag station. About
12 miles beyond Bryan, on the right, 1o
the north, the road leading to Sweet-
water can be plainly seen, the long line
of telegraph poles marking the route up
the broad ravine. At the same point,
the old Mormon trail from Johnson's
Ford, on Green river, 12 miles above
Green River Station, comes in from the
northeast. About five miles beyond
these roads and 18 miles from Bryan we
ArTive at
GRANGER'S STATION.

Elevation 6,270 tect, General C, Augur
has selected this place as being the best
shipping point for the Government
stores and soldiers destined for the
Sweetwater mines. It has an advantage
in distance of about 10 miles, and it is
said that the road, by this route, is
preferable to avy other. Government
trains affird protection to emigrants,
miners, etc., who travel this road to
and from the mines. The station is
named for an old settler, Mr, Granger,
who keeps a ranch near by. Near
bt

Granger we cross Ham's Fork, on a
good wooden bridge, just at its junction
with Black's Fork.

HAM'S FORK,

This stream rises about forty miles to
the worthwest, in Hodge's lass, The
bottom lands of this stream are very
productive of grass; the upper portion
of the valleys, near the mountaius, pro-
duce excellent hay crops. It is sup-

osed that the small grains would flourish
Ecre under irrigation, but the experi-
ment has not yet been tried on a large
scale, though the whole valley can be
irrigated with but little labor.

In 1867 the U. P. R. R. Co. surveyed
a route from this point—Ham’s Fork—
via Salmon Falls, Old’s Ferry on the
Snake river, Umatilla to Portland,
Oregon. The route, as surveyed, is 460
miles by railroad, 315 by steamboat.

Leaving Granger, we find that we are
leaving Black’s Fork to the left, as also
the old stage road, which follows up that
stream to Fort Bridger, ow we bear
away to the right and follow up the
bank of the Bie Muppy, which we cross
and recross several times before we reach
Piedmont—where we shall leave it—
some 50 miles ahead. The valley of the
stream is narrow, producing sage-brush
and greasewod in luxuriacce, aud would
produce good crops, with irrigation.
Above Carter's Station, the bluffs come
nearer together, forming a rather rugged
route for the road. The bluffs at this
point are rough and broken, and in the
gorges a great amount of scrub-cedar
wood is obtained. Soon wearrive at the
noted Moss Agate station,

CHURCH BUTTES.

This station is 11 miles from Granger,
887 miles from Omaha, and 889 miles
from Sacramento. Elevation, 6,317 feet.
Freight and passenger trains stop here,
and passengers can fiad accommodations
if they wish to explore the country for
Inoss agates or scenery.

These beautiful stones are found along
the line of the road from Green River
to Piedmont, but in greater profusion
here than at any other point near
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the road. They are found on top of the
bluffs, where the wind has blown the
dirt and sand away, leaving them ex-
posed on the surface.

We have a few words to say to the
tourist who may stop here to look for
these gems. W hen you go out to hunt
for them, don’t be in a hurry—take your
time and keep cool. Take a hammer
along also. Crack the rocks and ledges;
look at the pebbles beneath your feet;
and when you find one of the agates, if
it looks dull and rusty, don't throw it
away in hopes of finding a prettier one,
for often the dull-looking stone, when
rightly cut and dressed, s very beauti-
ful and valuable.

But one word further regarding the
search for moss agates. We will direct
you toa far better place.  Goto the next
station west, Carter’s, and from thenee
to Fort Bridger, 10 miles distant. When
you get there, don't put on any city airs,
but keep the man on the outside, and
the fop for the city, and act like a
reasonable being. Go to our friend
Judge Carter's commodious hotel, and
then form the acquaintance of some
genial fellow, of whom there are plenty
to be found at the fort. Then obtain a
good horse, or some other mode of con-
veyance, and with your companion start
out in gquest of the object of your search.
You will go from five to ten miles east
on the “old overland stage road,”
toward Millersville, and there you will
find the agate in greater quantity and
of better quality than atany other place
in the couuntry, as far as heard from.
Besides the agates, you will find, near
Fort Bridger, the finest fishing and
hunting to ﬁ found anywhere this side
of the Rocky Mountains, We know
these things to be so from actual ex-
perience.

But to return to Chureh Buttes station,
which derives its name from the pecu-
liar formation of the sandstone bluffs,
which extend for many miles on the left
hand side of the road, about ten miles
distant. At the old Church' Buttes sta-
tion, on the “old overland stage road,”
about nine miles to the south, they rise

in lofty domes and pinnacles, which, at
a distance, resemble the fluted columns
of some cathedral of the olden time,
standing in the midst of desolation, its
lofty, turreted roof and towering spires
rising fur above the surrounding coun-
try; but on nearer approach, the scene
changes, and we find a huge mass of
sandstone, worn and washed by the ele-
ments, until it has assumed the outline
of a church, but of the grandest dimen-
stons, it being visible for 14 miles.

We leave the station, the buttes and
moes agates, and after a ride of 9 miles,
we arrive at

HAMPTON.

This is a mere flag station, situated
near the Big Muddy Creek, which we
ghall follow up for 50 miles,

CARTER’S STATION.

We find this a military, freight, and
passenger station, Elevation, 6,550 feet.
The station is named for Judge Carter, of
Fort Bridger. 'This gentleman has a
large warehouse at this point, where
freight is received for Virginia City,
Helena, and Bannock City, Montana Ter-
ritory. Thisroute is raid to be 80 miles
shorter than any other road leading
from the U. P. R. R. to these cities.

FORT BRIDGER,

This post was established in 1858 by
General A, 8, Johnson, and called after
James Bridger, the renowned lunter,
trapper, and guide,

The fort is 159 miles from Salt Lake
City; 69 miles from Green river, and
130 miles from the Sweetwater gold
mines, Latitude4l dg. 18 min. and 12
sec,, longitude 110 dg. 33 wmio, and 38
sec.

The valley in which the post is situa-
ted affords fine grazing, and is nearly all
susceptible of irrigation. At Carter’s
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Station, freight and passengers for the
fort are left, thence to the fort by gov-
ernment conveyance, there being no
other.

As this post is one of great historic in-
terest, we publish the following

MEMORIES OF BRIDGER,

Which were handed to us by one of our
friends, who was with the first party of
soldiers who arrived at the place where
the fort now stands:

“ Early in the winter of 1857, on the
23d of November, the winds were blow-
ing cold and bleak over the snow-covered
ridgessurrounding Bridger—a town with
a significant name, but nothi L a
name except an old stone buil ith
the appelation of fort attached to it,
built by the Mormons, and surrounded
by a small redoubt and chevauz de frise

nerced for three six-pound mountain
witzers.

“The U. 8. forces, comprising the
fifth, seventh and tenth infantry, second
dragoons and four companies of the
fourth artillery, the whole under com-
mand of Brigadier-General Albert Sid-
ney Johnson, were on their way to Salt
Lnie City, the fifth, under Major Rug-
gles, the seventh, under Colonel Morri-
son, the second dragoons under Colonel
Howe, the fourth artillery, under Major
Williams, entered Bridger on the 23d of
November, and established a camp,
while a part of the supply train accom-

anying the expedition, numbering at
east 160 wagons, was behind, delayed
by the heavy snows, entirely separated
from the command, and forced to en-
camp about one mile from each other on
the Big and Little Sandy rivers. [Norr.
—These streams are tributaries of
Green river on the east, rising near
South Pass, about 160 miles north of
Bridger.}

“While encamped there, a party of
Mormons under the command of Orson
Pratt, the generalissimo of the so-called
Mormon Legion, assisted by one Fowler
‘Wells, another formidable leader of the
Mormon church militant, dashed in and
surrounded the trains in the dark hours

of the night, completely surprising the
entire party, not one escapiug to give
the alarm. After taking the arms and
equipments from the men, they gave
them a very limited amouut of provi-
sions to last them through to Leaven-
worth, allowiig them at the rate of five
head of cattle E’rr twenty men, ard then
started them off in the wilderness to
reach that place—about 1,000 miles
distant, with no weapons other than
their pocket knives with which to pro-
tect themselves against the Indians or
to procure game when their limited sup-
ptlly of provisions should become exhaust-
ed. After accomplishitg this soldierly,
humane and Christian act, the Mormons
setfire to thetrain, burringup everythin
which they could” not carry away, an
retreated, drivii g the stock with them,
while those left to starve tur.ed their
faces eastward. There were 230 souls
in that despoiled party, ouly eight of
whom ever reached the border settle-
ments; the krife of the savage, and
starvation, fiLishing the cruel work
begun by the mereiful Mormors. The
survivors reached Leavenwerthin June,
'58, bricgivg the sad iutelligence of the
fate of their comrades.

“The loss cf these trains necessarily
cut short the supplies in Bridger. The
troops were put on short rations, and
to add to their horror, the beef cattle ac-
companying the expedition had rearly
all frozen to death, leaving but a few
head in mm]]‘x

“At Black Fork, the command lost
over 300 head in one night; the horses
and mules dying in about an equal ratio.
Before reaching Bridger, the dragoons
were compelled to bury their saddles in
the snow, the horses bheing unable to
carry them.  The animals were com-
pelled to subsist on sage brush for two-
thirds of the time, and then, to obtain
this fibrous shrub, they were compelled
to remove snow several feet deep.  The
men had no other fuel; no water only
as they melted snow, for three weeks
befor reaching Bridger.

“ When the news arrived at the camp
that the trains were destroyed, the troops
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immediately began to forage for any-
thing that was palatable, well knowing
that no supplies could reach them before
late in the spring. The snow was then,
on an average, from six to seven feet
deep, and the game had mostly left the
hills. The rations were immediately
reduced one-half, but even this pittance
failed on the 28th day of February,
when one-quarter ration per man was
issued, being the last of all their stores
Two 100 pounds, sacks of flour were
secured by Major E. R. 8. Canby, who
gave for them $300 in gold. They were
placed in his tent, which stood where
the old flag staff now stands, and he
supposed his treasure secure. But that
night a party of men belonging to Com-
pany I, 10ch Infantry, commanded by
Lieutenant Marshall, made a coup ' etat
on the tent, pulling out the pins and
throwing the tent over the astonished
Major, but securing the flour, with which
they escaped in the darkness, and suc-
ceeded in hiding it about a mile from
camp, in the sage brush.  All was con-
fusion, The long roll was beaten, the
troops turned out and answered Lo their
names, no one being absent. So the
matter ended for the time. The next
day, at guard mount, the Major com-
menced a personal search among the
tents for his flour. He found what ? In
one tent, two men were cooking a piece
of mule meat ; in another, he found five
men cutting up the frozen skin of an
ox, preparatory to making soup of it,
the only other ingredient to the savory
mess being a little flour.  Overcome by
the sight of so much wretchedness, the
Major sat down and eried at his inability
to assist them He asked the men if
they could obtain nothing better to eat,
and was answered in the negative.
“Theseverity of the suffering endured
by the men nearly demoralized them,
still they went out foraging, dragging
their wasted forms through the snow
with great difficulty.  Some wounld meet
with success in their hunts at times;
others would not. The mu'es and
horses were either killed and eaten by
the men, or died of cold and hunger,

which left them without the means of
supplying their camp with wood, only
as they hauled it themselves. But the
men did not murmur. Twentf or thirty
would take a wagon and haul it five or
six miles to the timber, and after loading
it with wood, haul it to camp. Each
regiment hauled its own wood, thus se-
curing a daily supply. Some days a
stray creature would be slain by the
hunters, and there would be rejoicing
in the camp once more.

“Early in the spring of 58 most of
the men departed for Salt Lake City,
leaving companies B, D and K of the
10th Infantry, and company F, Tth In-
fantry. Twenty-seven men from each
company were detailed to go to the
pineries, 25 miles away, to cut timber
with which to erect quarters,  On ar-
riving in the pinery, they found an old
saw mill and race, which had been
used by the Mormons, and everything
convenient but the necessary machine-
ry. Luckily the quarter master's de-
partment had the required machinery,
and soon they had a saw mill in good
running order. By the 15th of Septem-
ber, 1858, the quarters were up and
ready for use. They were large enough
for tive companies, including a chapel,
hospital, sutler's store, guard house,
ete. Before these quarters were finish-
ed, the quarter master’s department
and ordnance department, together with
the commissary stores, were all stored
within the little stone house, there be-
ing no other safe shelter,

“The Fourth of July, '58, was duly
observed and honored. The flag staff
was raised in the center of the parade
ground, the flag hoisted by Major Can-
by and prayers said by Major Gatlin, and
to the credit of the goldicrs present be
it said, that one Fourth of July was cel-
ebrated by sober men, not one sol-
dier being intoxicated, though there was
liguor in the camp.

“QOn the 23d of September, 1858, a
large train of supplies arrrived, causing
Fareat joy among the troops. Two days

ter three long trains of supplies filed
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through the place on their way to Salt
Lake City. * » * * *
“ The fort was named for ‘Jim Bridg-
er,” an old hunter, who lived here more
than 30 years, He is still alive, living
in St. Louis, Missouri, He was at
Bridger in May, '69, for a visit, remain-
ing one week. Luther Mann, (citizen,)
Indian Agent for the Shoshoncs and
Bannocks, has resided here for three
cars. The chief of the Shoshones,
{Vashakie, whose picture, will be found
on another page, is a very kind, honor-
able Indian, and has bezn-the steadfast
friend of the whites for many years,
Black’s Fork, which runs through the
center of the parade ground, affords ex-
cellent water, and with Smith’s Fork, a
stream five miles southeast, affords as
good trout as there is inthe country.”
With the closing of our correspnn-
dent's narrative, we resume our route,
taking up the connection at

BRIDGER STATION.

Named after James Bridger, who firet
came to the country in the employ of
the American Fur Company, over forty
yearsago. Heundoubtedly knowsmore
of this country than any white man now
living., Large quantities of wood, cedar,
and pine are obtained here. The alti-
tude of Bridger Station is 6,780 feet.
For the next two stations we shall as-
cend, until we eclipse the altitude of
Creston, The hluffs are now nearer on
either hand. We cross and recross the
“Muddy " very often, the little stream
being more crooked than the streets in
Boston. Fifteen miles to

LEROY,

A emall flag station. Passing on we ob-
serve the old overland road, where it
comes down the mountains, crossing the
railroad to the west, at Burns' old
ranchbe, the route marked by the line of
telegraph poles, Three miles west, (n
this stage road, are the Soda Springs.
Nine miles west, and we arrive at

PIEDMONT STATION.

Unimportant, with an altitude of
7,123 feet. The country is rough and
broken. To the south, the mountains
are well timbered with pine and cedar.
A great many ties were obtained in this
scction while the road was being con-
structed.

ASPEN,

Nine miles to the westward of Pied-
mont, This is the second highest point
on the U. P. R. R, the elevation being
7,640 feet—is 839 miles trom Sacramen-
to, and 937 from Omaha. It derives its
name from the high mountain to the
north, called “ Quaking Asp.” The
summit of this mountain is covered with
snow during the mostof'the year. The
“quaking asp,” or aspen, a species of
poplar, grows in profusion in the gulches
and on the side of the mountain. The
“old overland stage road " winds around
the morthern base, while the railroad
girds its southern borders, nearly ¢ncir-
cling it between the old and new;
deeay and death marking the one, life,
energy and growing strength, the other,
Leaving Aspen, we soon arrive at the
site of the

BEAR RIVER CITY,

Of early railroad days, but now entirely
deserted. It is situated in alittle valley
at the mouth of a ravine, where the old
overland stage road comes down from
the north of Quaking Asp Mountain.
At one time this place was quite popu-
lous, and was supposed likely to become
a permanent town. At this point, the
roughs and gamblers who had been driv-
en from point to point westward, made
a stand, congregating in large numbers,
They swore that they would be driven
no farther ; that here they would stay,
and fight it out to the bitter end. The
town was about two miles to the east-
ward of the river, and when the roughs
felt that trouble was coming on them,
they withdrew to the hills and organ-
ized for a raid on the town, Mean-
while some of the roughs remained in
the town, and among them were three

i

.
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noted garroters, who had added to the
long list of their erimes that of murder.
The citizens arose, seized and hunﬁ
them. In this act they were sustaine
l}y the law-abiding people, also by the
ndex, a paper which had followed the
road, but was then
This hastened the conflict, and on the
19th of November, '63, the roughs at-
tacked the town in force.  This attack
was repulsed by the citizens, though
not until the

BEAR RIVER CITY RIOT

Cost sixteen lives, including that of one
citizen. The mob first attacked and
burned the jail, taking thence one of
their kind who was confined there.
They next sacked the office and destroy-
ed the material of the Frontier Indez.
Elated with their success, the mob, num-
bering about 300 well-armed despera-
does, marched up the main sreet and
made an attack on a store, belonging to
one of the leading merchants. Here
they were met with a volley from Henry
rifles, in the hands of brave and deter-
mined citizens, who had collected in the
store. The mob was thrown into con-
fusion, and fled down the street, pursued
gy the citizens, about thirty in number.

he first volley and the running fight
left fifteen of the desperadoes dead on
the street. The number of wounded
was never ascertained, but several
bodies were afterwards found in the gul-
ches and among the rocks, where the
had crawled away and died. One citi-
zen was slain in the attack on the jail,
From this time forward the roughs gave
Bear River City a wide berth.

The town declined as soon as the road
passed that point, and now there is
nothing left to mark the place, except a
few posts and old chimneys, broken
bottles and scattered oyster cans. About
two miles beyond the old town site, we
cross Bear river on a pile or trestle
bridge, 600 feet long, and follow down
the west bank for 11 miles over a fine
bottom, nearly level. The bluffs are
high and broken, coming close to the
road, leaving but a narrow valley.

ublished here, |

Near the crossing, an oil well has been
discovered, which bids fair to become of
some importance. Sulphur springsand
coal mines have been found in the
vicinity. Gold has been discovered also,
but not in guantities sufficient to cause
much excitement.

BEAR RIVER.

This stream rises about sixty miles to
the south in the Uintah and Wahsatch
Mountains. It has many tributaries,
which abound in very fine trout. Quite
a business is carried on in eatching and
salting them for the trade. The river
here runs almost due north, to Port
Neuf Gap. Before reaching the Gap,
the river runs through Bear lake, and
the valley of that name.

Bear Lake Valley is a point of great
interest on account of the fertility of the
soil, its romantic situation, the beautiful
and grand scenery of rock, lake and
mountain in that neighborhood. The
valley lies in Rich county, the most
northern county in Utah Territory, and
is about 25 miles long, with a varying
width.

The lake, from which it takes its
name, is in reality a widening of Bear
river. Itisabout15 mileslong byseven
wide, and contains plenty of trout and
other fish. There are some pretty Mor-
mon settlements at different points along
the lake shore.

There is a report, which is strongly
believed by some of the old settlers, and
it is sustained by Indian tradition, that
acquatic monsters, whose shapes are dif-
ficult to describe—inhabit these waters,
Whether this be the case or not, we do
not pretend to say, but this we do know,
we never saw them.

The entire region is wild and pie-
turesque, and would well repay the
tourist for the time spent in visiting it.
About 30 miles distant, to the north, are
the far-famed Soda Springs of Idaho,
situated in Oneida county, Idaho Terri-

tory.

'iYhe usual routes by which this valley
is reached are via Ogden or Corinne.
By the former the route is shorter; by
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the latter a better road, Snould we leave | wise very much, It now contains about

Ogden, we proceed up Ogden eanyon
for 12 miles, across Ogden valley, and
over a rough mountain road, a distance
of over 80 miles further, into Bear Lake
Valley. -

If by way of Corinne, we proceed to
Brigham City, four miles distant, and
then up the Box Elder, and down the
Wellsville canyons, 50 miles further,

then across Cache valley, with ita 600 |

square miles of beauatiful lands, to Logan,
the county-geat, 10 miles further. From
this point the old road runs north 20
miles, throngh Richmond, Smithficld,
and Hyde Park to Franklin, and then
turns to the east through the moun-
tains, 40 miles more. A new road is
being constructed up Logan canyon
which will materially shorten the dis-
tance,

At Port Neuf Gap, the river turns, and
thence its course i3 nearly due south,
until it empties iuto Great Salt Lake,
near the town of Corinune. The course
of theriver can best be understood when
we say that it resembles the lewter U in
shape. From where it rises it runs due
north to latitude 42 dey. 80 min., then
suddenly turning, it rans sgouth to lati-
tude 41 deg. 43 min., belore it finds the
lake. Within this bend lies the Wahsatch
Mountains, a spur ot the Uintah, a rug-
ged, rough, bold, but narrow range.

We now return to the road which we
left near the old Bear River Ciuy, six
miles to

MILLIS.

A signal station, to accommodate the
few people living snbove on Bear River.
Passing down the stream, through the
valley spoken of, we cross Yellow creek.
one ot the tributaries of Bear river, seven
miles, and arrive at

EVANSTON.

This is aregular eating station, where
trains from tue East and West stop 30
minutes to dinner. The railroad com-
pany have erected here during the last
year a 20-stall round house, repair
shops, hotel, freight and passenger build-
ings, and the place has improved other-

500 inhabitants, Elevation, 6,835 feet.

During the winter of 1868-9, this
place was the “end of the track” eo far
a8 the delivering of passengers and
freight was concerned.

Cranston is the county-seat of Uintah
county, Wyoming, 957 miles from either
Omaha or San Frauciseo, just half be-
tweenthe Missouri and the PacificOcean.

The railroad was completed to this
place late in the fall of 1868, and a Jarge
amount of freight was delivered here for
Salt Lake Valley and Montana,

Sulphur springs are close by, and an
oil-well has been bored 200 feet with
good prospects of success.

Sawmills supply lumber, for all loeal
purposes, from the almost inexhaustible
pine forests, on Bear River,to the south-
ward, A branch railroad line is proj-cted
down Bear River from this place, which
will reach out for the trade of Montana,
and possibly further north, Abouttwo
miles north, and tothe right of the road,
are some very valuable eoal mines,
which supply a large amount of coal to
the railroad company. The mines are
said to be very extensive, and easily
worked. The coalisof excellent quality,
and the minesare of incalculable benefit
tothe company. A large amountof coal
is shipped from this mine west, to towns
on the line of tha *“ C, P.,” and to Sacra-
mento and San Francisco, California.

Soon afier leaving Evanston we leave
Bear River to the right, and follow up a
beautiful litile valley, nine miles to

WAHSATCH STATION.

Elevation, (6,879 feet, This station has
heen until recently a regular eapivg sia-
tion, with round house and machine
shops of the company located here; but
o change lhas been made to Evanston,
and the place is almost deserted.

Game is found in the hills—deer, elk,
and antelope. In the Uintah and Wah-
satch ranges, brown, black, and cinna-
won bear are found. We might add
that all the Tanges spoken of are well-
timbered with sproce and pine.

On leaving Wahsateh, wearriveat the
divide and head of Echo canyon, one
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half mile distant. Here we find the
longest tunnel on the road, 770 feet in
length, cut through hard red clay and
sandstone, Lt is at present approached
from the east by Lwo long picces of tres-

- tle work, one of which is 23) feet long
and 30 feet high; the other, 450-feet long
and 75 teet high, which will be filled in
in time. [t opens to the westward, into
a beautiful little canyon, with a narrow
strip of grassy botlom land oa either
side of a miniature stream, kaown as the
North Fork of Echo. The hills are
abrupt, and npear the road, leaving
scarcely more than room for a roadway,
including the grassy land referred to.
Along these blugi-fw, oa the left hand side
of the stream, the road-bed has been
made by cutling down the sides of the
hills and filling bollows, in some places
from 50 to 75 teet deep.

Before the tunnel was completed, the
road was laid temporarily from the
divide into Echo canyoa by a Z or zig-
zag track, which let the cars down to
the head of the canyon. The great dif-
ficulty tn overcome here was the absence
of spurs or sloping hills to carry the
grade. Every thing seems to give way
at once, and pitch headlong away to the
level of the lake. The rim, or outer
edge of the table lands, breaks abruptly
over, and the streams which make out
from this table land, instead of keeping
their usual grade, seem to cut throuzh
the rim and drop into the valley below,
there being no uplands to carry them.

ECHO CANYON.

By the present line of the road we
enter the caayon proper at the little sta-
tion of

CASTLE ROCH.

This has an elevatioa of 6,290 feet,
Unless the coal-beariag veins which
have bezen discovered below should be
traced as far as this point, we cannot
expeet this station to reach any great
importance. In the event of coal being
fouad here, it would attain a better posi-
tion as a coaling depot. It derives its
name from the long line of sandstoue
bluffs on the right hand side of the can-
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yon, which are worn and torn away
until, in the distance, they have the ap-
pearauce of the old feudal castles so
often spoken of, so seldom seen, by mod-
ern tourists. For a loag distance these
rocks liae the right haud bank of the
canyon, their massive red sandstone
froats towering from 500 to 2,000 feet
above the little valley, and beariag the
general name of “ Castle Rocks.”

Now we descend the cauyon amid
some of the grandest and wildest scenery
imaginable. We do not creep on it as
though we mistrusted our powers, but
with a snortand roar the engiae plun
down the defile, which momentarily in-
creases to a gorge, only to become, in a
short distance, a grand and awful chasm,
About seven miles below Castle Rock,
the traveler can behold the natural
bridge, a conglomerate formation, span-
ning a cleft in the wall oa the right
haud side.  This

HANGING ROCK

Of Echo has more than a local reputa-
tion. (See Illustration.) It gave the
name to one of the overland stage sta-
tions, when the completion of this road
wasg, but in the dreams of its sanguine
projectors, an undefined and visionary
thing of the future. The rock is close
by the old stage road at the foot of the
mountain, and looks as though the cle-
ments had been wearing the center of it
away for centuries, until they had sue-
ceeded in cutting it in two, save the
harder crust, which now spauns the chan-
nel made by old father Time.

The left hand side of the canyon pre-
sents but few attractions, compared with
the bolder and loftier bluffs opposite.
The left hand wall breaks away and re-
cedes ia sloping, grassy hillsides, while
we know not what lies beyond these
walls to our right, for they close the
view 1a that direetion.  'Wall, solid wall,
broken wall, walls of sandstone, walls of
granite, and walls of a conglomerate of
both, mixed with clay, rise far above us,
and shut from our vision whatever lies
beyond.

The beauties of Echo canyon are so
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PULPIT ROCHK, (footof Echo Canyon.)
many, so majestic, so awe inspiring in | umn, dome and spire stand boldly

their sublimity, that iheir is little use
in calling the traveler's attention to
them. But as we rush swiftly along,
seemingly beneath these towering
heights, we can note some of the most
prominent features.

The only difficulty will be thal one
will hardly see them all, as the cars
thunder along, waking the echoes
among these castellated monuments of
red rock, whose towering domes and
frowning buttresses gave the name to
this remarkable opening in the Wah-
satch Mountains. Four miles below
Hanging Rock the walls rise in massive
majesty—the prominent features of the
canyon. Rain, wind and time have
combined to destroy them, but in vain.
Centuries have come and gone since
that mighty convulsion shook the earth
to its center, when Xcho and Weber
canyons sprung into existence—twin
children, whose birth was heralded by
throes, such as the earth may never feel
again, and still the mighty wall of Echo
remains, bidding defiance alike to time
and his eo-laborers, the elements; still
hangs the delicate fret and frost work
from the walls; still the pillar, col-

forth in all their grand, wild and wierd
beauty to entrance the traveler, and
fill his mind with wonder and awe.

MORMON FORTIFICATIONS..

About six miles below Hanging Rock,
up on the topmost heights of the tow-
ering cliffs, a thousand feet above the
bed of the canyon, can be seen the for-
tifications erected by the Mormons, to
defend this pass against the army under
Johnson, sent out in *37 by Uncle Sam.
These fortifications consist of massive
rocks, placed on the verge of the preci
pice, which were to be toppled over on
the heads of the soldiers below, but the
experiment was never made, so the
rocks remain, to be used on some other
foe, or as evidences of a people's folly.

On goes the engine, whirling us past
castle, cathedral, towermg column and
rugged battlement, past ravines which
cut the walls from crest to base in aw-
ful chasms, shooting over bridees and
flying past and under the overhanging
walls; when, after crossing the licho
creek  thirty ore times in twenty-six
miles, we rush past the Witches' Cave
and Pulpit Rock, our engine giving
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a loud scream of warning to the brake-
man who, “throwing on the brakes,”
brings the train to a stop, and we get
out once more to examine the country,
Weber river and Echo City station,

Before we take final leave of Echo
canyon we will relate an incident, thrill-
ing in its nature, but happily ending
without serious results, which occurred
there dgring the construction of the
road from Echo City to the mouth of
Weber, and is known as

PADDY MILES' RIDE.

Mr. Miles, or “ Paddy " as he was fa-
miliarly called, was foreman to the Case-
ment Brothers, who laid. the track of
the U. P. R. R. One morning, Paddy
started down Echo canyon with a long
train of flat cars, sixteen in number,
loaded with ties and iron rails for the
road below Echo City, where were then,
as now, the station, switches, ete. The
reader will remember that, from the di-
vide to the mouth of Echo canyon is
heavy grade, no level place on which
cars would slack their speed.

The train had proceeded buta few
miles down the eanyon, going atalively
rate, when the engineer discovered that
the train"had parted, and four loaded
cars had+been left behind., «Where the
train parted the grade.was easy, hence
that portion attached to the locomotive
had gained sabout half a mile on the
stray cars. But when discovered, they
were on heavy grade and coming down
on the train with lightning speed.
‘What was to be done? The leading
train could not stdp to pick them up,
for, at the rate of speed at which they
were approaching, a collision would
shiver both trains, destroying them and
the lives of those on board.

There were two men, Dutchmen, on
the longe ears who might put on the
hrakeg, and stop the runaway. The
whistle was sounded, but they heard it
not; they were fast asleep behind the
pile of ties. On came the cars, fairly
bounding from the track in their un-
guided speed, and away shot the loco-
motive and train. Away they flew, on,

®

around curves and over bridges, past
rocky points and bold headlands; on
with the speed of the wind, but no faster
than came the cars behind them.

*“ Let on the steam,” cried Paddy, and
with the throttle chock open, with wild
terrible screams of the whistle, the loco-
motive plinged through the gorge, the
mighty rocks sending back the screams
in a thousand ringing echoes.

“Off with the ties,” shouted Paddy,
once more, as the whistle shouted its
warning to the station men to keep the
track straight and free, for there was no
time to pause—that terrible train was
close on to them, and if they collided,
the canyon would have a fearful item
added to its history. On went the train
past the side-tracks, the almost frantie
men throwing off the ties, in hopes that
some of them would remain on the track,
throw off the runaways, and thus save
the forward train. Down the gorge they
plunged, the terror keeping close by
them, leaping along—almost fying, said
one, who told us the tale—while the loco-
motive strained every iron nerve to gain
on its dreaded follower, Again the wild
scream of the locomotive of “switches
open,” rung out on the air and was
heard and understood in Echo City.
The trouble was surmised, not known,
but the switches were ready, and if the
leading train had but the distance it
could pass on and the following ears be
switched off the track, and allowed to
spend their force against the mountain
gide. On shot the locomotive, like an
arrow from the bow, the men throwing
over the ties until the train was well
nigh unloaded, when just as they were
close to the curve by which the train
arrives at the station, they saw the
dreaded cars strike a tie, or somethmg
equally of service, and with a desperate
plunge rush down the embankment,
some 15 feet, to the little valley, and
creek below, “ Down breaks,!” screamed
the engine, and in & moment more the
carsentered Echo City, aud were quietly
waiting on the side-track for further de-
velopments, Theexcited crowd, alarmed
by the repeated whistling, was soon in-

®.
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formed of the cause of these screams,
and immediately went up the track to
the scene of the disaster, to bring in the
dead bodies of the unfortunate Dutch-
men, who were surely erushed and torn
in pieces. When they arrived at the
scene of the disuster, they found the
poor unfortunates sitting on the bank,
smoking their pipes and unharmed,
having just woke up. The first they
knew of the trouble was when they
were pitched away from the broken cars
on the soft green sward. The debris of
car frames, wheels and ties gave them
the first intimation they had received
that something was the matter, It is
related that a young and eccentric lady
from San Francisco, who was on her
bridal tour, happened to be at Echo
City when the train came thundering in.
On learning the trouble and narrow
escape of the party, she took her hus-
band's arm, remarking, “ [ don’t want
any of that in mine; no, thank you, none
for Joe.”
WEBER RIVER

Rises in the Wahsatch Mountains, 70
miles to the south, its waters being sup-
plied by thousands of springs, many
larger tributaries, and the everlasting
snows of this rugged mountain range,
It empties into the Great;Salt Lake, just
below Ogden, aboat 50 miles from Echo
City. Fhe valley of the Weber, from
Echo City, up to its source, is very fer-
tile, and thickly settled by the Mormons,
Three miles above this station is Chalk
creek, where a fine coal bank has been
diseovered. Three miles beyond this
point is Coalviile, a Mormon settlement
of 1,000 inhabitants—a thriving village.
1ts name is derived from the carbonife-
rous formations existing there. The
coal beds are extensive, some of the
veins being of gnod quality, others being
lignite. Most of the coal fised in Salt
Lake City comes from this place. It is
45 miles from this point to the capital of
Utah.

Seven miles beyond Coalville is the
pleasant village of Winship, situated at
the junction of Silver Creek and Weber

river, containing 1,005 inhabitants. The
“old stage road” follows up Weber to
this point, thence up Silver creek, via
Parley Park, and thence to Salt Lake
City, 50 miles distant from Echo.

PARLEYPAREK.

This is a beautiful valley on the stage
road, about five miles long by three
miles wide. It isvery fertile, producing
fine crops of small grain, Several hun-
dred secttlers have located and made
themselves homes. There is a fine ho-
tel, once kept asa stage stalion, now
kept by William Kimball, oldest son of
Heber C.  Fish in any desired quanti-
ty can be caught in the streams, and
game of many varieties, including deer
and bear, inbabit the adjoining moun-
tains. It is one of those pleasant places
where one loves to linger, regrets to
leave and longs to visitagain,. We earn-
estly advise tourists to wvisit it; they
will not regret a week or month among
}.Jhe hills aud streams of the upper We-

T, .
Near this point good gold mines have
been found, but rever worked much.
They are sa'd to “prospect™ very rich
by those who are acquainted with them.

We will now retrace our steps and
take a momentary view of

ECHO CITY,

Elevation, 5,540 feet. From Omaha,
991 miles, and 785 from Satramento,
The town is sitnated at the foot of the
bluff, which towers far aboveit. As
we enter the city from Echo, we turn
to our right, close at the base of the
cliff, where stands Pulpit Rock, at our
right [see illustration], and the old
stage ranche on the left, just where it
appears that we must pitch off into the
river, and the town is all before us. It
looks pleasanter then than it does if you
stay there longer, but if you like to hunt
and fish you can render a lengthy sta
quite pleasant. Echo creck, Chal
creek, Silver creek and Weber river af-
ford excellent trouting, while antelope,
are shot near the city. The mountains
abound in bear, deer and elk.

Echo has many natural advantages,
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being a central point for a rapidly im-
proving country. It now contains
about 750 inhabitants, including those
settlers near by and the railroad em-
ployes. Coal beds, extensive ones, are
found near by, as well as an indefinite
quantity of iron ore, which must pos-
sess a market value, sooner or later.

Near Echo City, across the Weber, a
ravine leads up the mountain side,
winding and turning around among the
gray old crags, until it leads into a
beautiful little dell, in the center of
which reposes a miniature lakelet, shut
in onall sides by the hills, Itisacharm-
ing, beautiful tiny little gem, nestled
amid a gray, grand setting of granite
peaks and pine clad gorges—a speck of
delicate etherealized beauty, amid the
strelgl.h and ruggedness of a coarser
world.

WEBER CANYON.

‘We shall not attempt to give a minute
description of this remarkable place,
which would fill a volume were its beau-
ties fully delineated, and each point of
interest noted. But as one of the grand
and remarkable features of the road, it
demands a notice, however meager, at
our hands. For about 40 miles, the river
rushes, foaming along, between two
massive mountain walls, which close the
landscipe on either hand. Now, the
torrent plunges over some mighty rock
which has fallen from the towering cliff;
anon, it whirls around in frantic strug-
gles to escape from the boiling eddy,
thenee springing forward over a shorl,
smooth rapid, only to repeat the plunge
again and again, until it breaks forth
into the plains, whence it glides away
toward the lake, as though exhausted
with its wild journey through the can-
yon.

From the time of leaving Echo City,
the traveler must closely watch the can-
yon walls, for fresh objects of wonder
and interest will spring suddenly into
sight on either hand.

Leaving Echo City, the cars speed
along the banks of the Weber for about
six miles, when they enter the Narrows

" of Weber canyon, through which the
road is cut for two miles, most of the
way in the side of Lhe steep mountain
that drops its base in the river bed.
Shortly after entering the Narrows, the

01& THOUSAND MILE TREE,

is passed—a thrifty branching pine—
bearing on its truak a sign-board that
tells the western bound traveler that he
has passed over 1,000 miles of railway
from Omaha. [See illustration.] This
living mile stone of nature’s planting,
has long marked this place ; long before
the hardy Mormon passed down this
wild gorge ; long before the great trans-
continental railroad was even thought of.
It stood a lonely sentinel, when all
around was desolation; when the lurk-
ing savage and wild beast claimed su-
premacy, and each in turn reposed in
the shade of its waving arms. How
changed the scene! The ceaseless bus-
tle of an active, progressive age, the
hum of labor, the roar and rush of the
passing locomotive has usurped the old
quiet, and henceforward the lone tree
will be, not a guide to the gloomy past,
but an index of the coming greatness of
a regenerated country,

SERRATED ROCKS OR DEVIL'S SLIDE,

Near the “thousand mile tree” two
ridges of granite rock are seen on the
left hand side of the road, reaching from
the river nearly to the summit of a
sloping, grass-clad mountain. They are
from 50 to 200 feet high, narrow elabs,
standing on edge, as though forced out
of the mountain side. The two ridges
run parallel with each other, about 10
feet apamt, the space between beinﬁ
covered with grass, wild flowers an
climbing vines. [See illustration.]

Rushing swiftly along, we lose sight
of these rocks to behold others more
grand, of different shapes, and massive
proportions. The mountains seem to
have been dovetailed together, and then
torn rudely asunder, leaving therough
promontories and rugged chasme, as so
many obstacles to bar our progress. But

engineering &kill has triumphed over

. -




CROFUTT'S TRANS-CONTINENTAL TOURIST’S

ONG THOUSAND MILE

GUIDE.

™ =
TREE, (West from Umaba.)

all. Where tue road could not be built
over or around these points, it is tun-
neled under. Now, we shoot across the
river, and dart through a tunncl 550
feet long, cut in solid rock, with heavy
cuts and fills at either entrance. Just
before entering this tunnel, hich up to
the left, formerly stood * Finger Rock,”
as seen in the illustration, but which
has been broken away, so a3 not to be
visible now. The frowning cliffs bar
ouar further way, and again we cross the
roaring torrent and burrow under the
point of another rocky promontory.
Here the road stretches across a pretty
little valley, known as Round Valley.

Dashing along, with but a moment to
spare in which to note its beauties, we
enter the narrowing gorge again, where
the massive walls close in and crush out
the green meadows. DBetween these
lofty walls, with barely room for the
track between them and the foaming
torrent at our feet, on, around a jutting

oint, and again we emerged into a
engthened widening of the canyon, and
we pause for a moment at

WEBER STATION,

This station lies between two Mormon
settlements, which, taken in connection,

are called Morgan City. The buildings
are mostly of logs and sun-dried bricks.
The villages are separated by the river,
which flows through bottom Jand, much
of which is under cultivation for 10 miles,

The road follows down the right
hand bank through this valley until
just below this station, when it crosses
to the left hand side, which it follows
for two miles further, between towering
mountains, the valley now lost in the
narrow, gloomy gorge, when suddenly
the whistle shrieks the password as we
approach

DEVIL'S GATE STATION,

Twelve miles from Weber. Soon after
leaving the station, the brink of the tor-
rent is meared and the wild scenery of
the Devil s Gate is before us. Onward
toils the long train across the bridge;
50 feet above the seething cauldron of
waters, where massive frowning rocks
rear their erests, far up toward the black
and threatening clouds which hover
over this witches' cauldron. With
bated breath, we gaze on this wild scene
and vainly try to analyze our feelings,
in which awe, wonder, and admiration

are blénded. No time for thought, as
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to how or when this mighty work was
accomplished ; no time nor inclination to
cmpare the work of nature with the
pany work beneath us, but onward,
with quickened speed, down the right-
hand bank of the stream ; on between
these massive piles, worn and seamed in
their ceaseless struypgles against the de-
stroying hand of time; on to where yon
opening of light marks the open coun-
try; on, past towering mountain and
toppling rock, until we catch a view of
the broad, sunlit plaing, and from the
last and blackest of the buttresses which
guard the entrance into Weber, we
emerge to light and beauty, to catch
the first view of the Great Salt Lake—
to beho'd broad plains and well culti-
vated fields which stretch their lines
of waving green and golden shades be-
yond,
UINTAH STATION.

We have now passed through the
Wahsateh Mouantains, and are fairly in
the Great Salt Lake Valley, The ele-
vation at this point is 4,560 feet, 2 319
feet lower than Wahsatch, 58 miles to
the Eastward. At this station quite a
number of new buildings have been
erected during the year.

Near the siation, on this broad bottom,
in 1862, was the scene of the Morrisite
massacre, related by Bill Hickman, in
his confession, recently published, and

. which lays baresome of the most fearful
crimes ever committed in the name of
religion in ¢this or any age of the world.

Here 500 men of Brigham Young's
Mormon Legion, and 500 men who vol-
unteered for the occasion, with 5 pieces
of artillery, commanded by Robert T.
Buarton, atrtacked the *“ Morrisites,” and
afier three days’ skirmisning, and afier
a score or more had been killed, the Mor-
risites surrendered. The noble Burton
afier the surrender took possession of
everything he could find in the name of
the Caurch ; shot down, like a dog,
Joseph Morris—an apostate Mormon,
whose only fault was that he claimed to
bs the true Prophet of God, instead of
Brigham Young ; and several others—
two betng women—were killed because

they begged Burton to save the life of
their Prophet. The followers of Morris
consisted of about 90 able-hodied men,
mostly unarmed, and over 300 vld men,
women, and children.  The prisoners
were allttaken to Balt Lake City and
condemned, and those who were able to
work had their legs ornamented with a
ball and chain, and were put to picking
stone to build the Mormon Temple. On
the 9th of March, 1863, these parties
were all pardoned by Hon. 8. 8. Hard-
ing, who had that Spring arrived in
Utah as Governor of the Territory.

The road winds around to the right
enon after leaving the station, follows
the base of the mountains, with the
river on the left, We pass through a
fertile country, dotted with well-tilled
farms, for 8 miles to

OGDEN STATION.

Elevation, 4,301 teet, From Omaha,
1,032 miles, San Franciseo, 882 miles,

At this station the Union & Central
Pacific Railroad Co. have a union depot,
large freight houses, round honses,
machine and repair shops, and employ
a large number of men. It is & regular
eating station, and a good restanrany is
kept in the fine building erscted by the
company.

At present—Mny 1st, 1872—it i the
junction of the Union & Central Pacific
Roads, but the legal junction is about 6
miles further west, as we shall explain
hereafter.

OGDEN CITY.

The buriness part of the town is three-
fourths of a mile from the depot; the
Utah Central about a quarter of a mile
nearer the center of the city. The latter
cars, however, back down to the Union
depot for passengers, thus connecting
the three roads at one and the same
station, 1aking passengers from the same
depnt,

The city is at the mouth of Ogden can-
von, one of the gorges which pierce the
Wahsatch range and between the Weber
and Ogden rivers. It has a population
of about 8,50). The Ogden House is




BILL HICKMAN,
The Danite Chief of Utah.

'| the principal hotel. Thetown is mostly

Mormon, the schools and ehurches being
under the control of the Cuurch of Lat-
ter Day Saints. It is the eounty seat of
Weber county, and will in time become
a place of considerable importance,
owing to the fact that it is the terminus
of the Utah Central, and in elose prox-
imity to the junction of the Union &
Central Pacific Railroads. The Mor-
mons have a Tabernacle here, and a gemi-
weekly newspaper, “ The Ogden Junc-
tion.”

The scenery immediately around Og-
den is not very striking, but still there
is enough to interest the tourist for a
day, if he but take the trouble to wan-
der among the hills and along the can-

yong, Ogden canyon is about five miles
long, and from its mouth to its source,
from plain to mountain top, the scenery
is grand and imposing., About six miles
from Ogdoen, up in the mountains behind
the town, is a lovely little valley called
“the basin,” watered by mountain
streams acd eovered with a luxuriant
growth of grass.

Some excitement was created in the
spring of 1871 by the reports of rich tin
mines being discovered near the town,
but so far nothing of any value has
been developed.

Before proceeding further, we will
take a hasty view of Utah Territory,
beginning with the Utah Central Rail-
road,
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BRIGHAM YOUNG,
President of the Utah Central Railroad,

OFFICERS:

WinLiam JeENNINGS,

Danmn H. WeLLs, Treas.
Jonn W. Youne, Secretary.

Vice President.
Joseru A. Youwe, Gen. Supt.
Feramorz Litrie, Ass't Gen. Supk.

The Utah Central Railroad,

The Utah Central Railroad connects
Salt Lake City with the trans-continen-
tal line at Ogden. The road is 36 miles
long—owned and controlled by the citi-
zens ot Utah Territory. Ground was
broken at Ogden on the 17th of May,
'69, and the enterprise was inaugurated
with due ceremonies, Brigham Young
and the chief dignitaries of the Mormon
church being in attendance. The route

I of the road lies through o thickly settled
and highly cultivated country, border-
ing the lake for 20 miles, passing close
to the thriving villages of Kaysville,
Farmington, Centerville and Bountiful.
From the cars we get a good view of
Great Salt Lake, the waters of which
are so exceedingly salt, that no living
thing can exist therein.  But in summer
it is a most delightful place to bathe,
the placid waters being warm and so
very buoyant, as to enable one to fiout
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on its surface with but little or no effort.
Bathing in the lake is very invigorating
and strengthening. and said to be very
beneficial in chronic diseases. We shall
speak of Salt Lake again at the summit
of Promontory Point, where the finest
view of these waters can be had.  With-
in three miles of Salt Lake City, the road
asses & small bay—jutting out from

ot Bpring Lake—und thence to the
city by ensy grade, entering the town at
its northwestern extremity.

UTAH TERRITORY

Contains 65,000 square miles—which in-
cludes large tracts of wild mountainous
and barren country. At present most of
the lands under cultivation—and the
meadow lands—are around the lakes and
in the peighboring mountain valleys.

This area is very productive when ir-
rigated ; grains, fruits and vegetables
mturin% readily, and yielding large re-
turns. In the territory there are about
90,000 acres under cultivation, but the
greater portion have to be irrigated in
order to produce anything like a crop.

Rich veins of Gold, Silver, Iron, and
pearly all the metals found in the * Great

“West,” exist in Utah, and had it not
been for the * Councils” of Brigham
Young, to his followers, the Mormons,
not to prospect for minerals, under pain
of excommunication—* better starve'—
and his exclusion of the *Gentiles” no-
der pain of death, Utah might to-day be
an honored State, in the great family of
Btates, with a developed mineral wealth
second only to California, and possibly
the first. 'The whole country within her
borders would be illuminated with the
perpetual fires of her “ Smelting Fur-
naces,” and resound with the thundering
echo and re-echoes of the thousands of
descending stampe grinding out the
wealth which would cdure the “ wilder-
ness to blossom like the rose.”

But thank God, and the Pacific Rail-
road, these Councils and this exclusion
no longer prevail. In evidence of this
we point you to the great number of rich
silver mines discovered in Utah within
the passed 18 months, in the Wahsatch

Mountains on the east, the Oquirrh
range on the west, in Bingham, East,
Big, and Little Cottonwood Canyons,
in Southern Utah, and in fact all over
the Territory., A miner can now *“pros-
pect,” a “ Gentile” ean mow engage in
business without fear of being ‘“lost”
by a Bill Hickman, or being warned out
of the territory, simply because he is not
a Mormon, and did net help to build
the “roads and bridges.” Again,thank
God—and the Pacific Railroad—for such
a glorious revolution in Utah. The
“Bull's Eye” don't work worth a cent.

In Little Cottouwood Canyon, 17 wiles
southeast of Salt Lake City, is located
the “ Emma,” which is thought to be
one of the richest argentiferous galena
mines in the world, We havenot the
space to devote to a description of the
mines were we able. They appear to
be inexhaustible and very rich. Fora
very complete mining map of Utal, see
another page,

There are quite a number of smelt-
ing furnaces now in operation in varinus
parts of the Territory and in Balt Lake
City, besides move in progress of erec-
tion. Yet mining has harily com-
menced in Utah.

At Rush Vulley, 40 miles west of the
city, on the old overland &tage road, ex-
tensive gold mines have been discover-
ed—gold-bearing quartz and placer
mines—known as Rush Valley Mining
District. The general character of the
ores is argentiferous galena, which is
worked by reduction. Three furnaces
are now in operation. The ores are
eagily smelted, and yield handsome re-
turns, The best point at which to leave
the cars to proceed to these mines is
Corinne. Taking the steamer, cross the
lake to Stockton, thence to the mines.

Iron ore exists in large quantities in
Iron and Summit Counties. In the for-
mer,iron works were erected in 1852, and
a small quantity of iron was manufac-
tured, but owing to the “ want of fuel **
they said—but the fear of * Council” in
realily—the enterprise was abandoned.

Another successful effort in that line
was made in June, 68, by the Union
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SALT LAKE CITY, (Wahsatch Monn

Iron Company, who then commenced
the erection of furnaces on the Pinto, in
Iron county, and by January they had
two finished and in operation.

Coal mines abound in various parts
of the Territory, but the principal mines
now worked are at Coalville, in Summit
county. In Sanpete an excellent qual-
ity of blacksmithing coal is obtained in
unlimited quantities. Copper, lead and
bismuth and limestone are found, though
but little attention has yet been given
to these minerals.

SETTLEMENT OF THE TERRITORY.

Utah was settled during '47. On the
24th of July the advance gnard of the
Mormon emigration, nunﬁhering 143
men, entered Salt Lake Valley: five
days later 150 more men arrived, under
Captain Brown, and on July 31st Great
Balt Lake City was laid out.

Or! the 9th of Mareh, 49, the first
election was held under the provisional
government of the State of Deseret, by
which name the Territory was then
known. Brigham Yonng was elected
Governor An application had been
made to Congress for a State govern-

ment immediately previous to holding
the election. What number of people
were then residents of the Territory
does not appear. At present the popu-
lation is about 80,000.

SALT LAKE CITY.

This is one of the most beautiful and
pleasantly located of cities. It is situ-
ated at the foot of a spur of the Wah-
satch Mountains, [See illustration] the
northern limits, extending on to the
“hench” or upland, which unites the
plain with the mountain. From the
east two wagon roads enter the city,
vie Emmigrant and Parley canyons.

The surrounding scenery is bold and
impressive. The lofty range of the
Wahsatch forms the back ground, lift-
ing its rugged peaks above the clouds,
Piles of snow can be seen in the gorges
where the warm sunlight has not the
power to melt it. Though the moun-
tain peaks are bare in summer, these
narrow defiles and deep chasms retain
their icy treasures, as though they
feared the advent of life, warmth and
vegetation.  Timber of various kinds—
pine, maple, oak, ete.,—is found in the
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hills in abundance, but is difficult of ac-
cess,

The principal material used in build-
ing the city was stone and “adobes”
(sun-dried brick), hence it presents che
appearance of a Spanish town in that
respect.

The streets are wide, bordered with
shade-trees, and laid out at right angles,
(See map of the city in another part of
the GuIDE.) Along each side of the
streets is a clear, cold stream of water
from the mountain canyons, which, with
the numerous shade-trees and gardens,
gives the city an indescribable air of
coolness, comfort, and repoge. The city
contains a population, according to the
census of 1870, of 12,854,

The traveller who visited this city
some years ago before the discovery of
the rich silver mines, would be surprised
by a visit now at the remarkable changes
noticeable on every hand ; all is life and
energy ; everybody seems to have a
pocketful of ceriificates of mining
property, and you hear of extensive pre-
parations making on every side with a
view to an extensive prosecution of
varions mining enterprises, The publie
buildings are not very numerons, They
coneist of a court-house, city hall, eity
prison, theatre, and

THE TABERNACLE,

This immense building is the first
objeet one bebolds on entering the city.
The building is oblong in shape, having
n length of 250 feet from east to west,
by 150 in width, The roof is supported
by 46 columns of cut sandstone, which,
with the spaces between used for doors,
windows, ete., constitute the wall, From
these pillars or walls, the roofspringsin
one unbroken arch, forming the largest
self-sustaining roof on the continent,
with one notable exception—the Grand
Union Depot recently erected by Com.
modore Vanderbilt in New York,
The ceiling ot the roof is 65 feet above
the floor, In oneendofthis egg-shaped
building is the organ—the second in

size in America. The Tabernacle 1s
used for church purposes, as well as for
other large gatherings of the people.
With the gallery, which extends across
both sides and one end of this immenge
building, it will seat 8,000 peopie. The
Mormon temple is one of the buildings
on paper, ag8 we have only the founda-
tion as yet, with very little prospect of
its ever being completed, The dimen-
sions of the foundations are 99x1s6Lg
feet, and we shall have plenty of time to
prepare our description of the building
before its completion ; we leave it for the
present, simply remarking we do not be-
lieve the child i8 born—or ever will be
—that will see the building completed.

The Sr. Mark’s Mission was estab-
lizshed some years ago by the Protestant
Episcopal Church. The service is held
in Independence Hull, where a large
Sunday-sehool also receives insiruction,
Some other denominations have en-
deavored to get a foothold in this elry,
but have not been very successiul,

The 0Odd Fellows and Masons each
have o lodge here. There are no free
schools in Uwah., Biage lines take
passengers to all points not reached by
the Utah Bouthern R, R., which is now
nearly completed to Uwah Lake, nearly
50 miles gouth, and is being extended
southward. The newspapers are not
long-lived in Salt Lake City, unless they
advocate the Mormon doctrine,

The Deserct News, daily and weekly,
edited by Geo, Q. Cannon, is published
here. It is the church organ, and very
zealousin supportefthe “peculiar ideas”
taught by the Mormon Church, The
Salt Lake Herald, daily and weekly,
claiming to be a “live paper for live
people, free and independent”—yet a
good Mormon,  The Mormon Herald—
weekly—what it advocates it would be
hard to say. 1vis owned by the Godby
Seceders, At this time the only Gentile
paper is said to be the Tridune, daily
and weekly.

There are peveral good hotels—the
Townsend, Revere, Salt Lake, and the
‘White House being the principal.
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CO-OPERATIVE
MERCANTILE
INSTITUTION,

The above cut represents the Mormon
“ Co-operative Sign"—called by the
Gentiles the “Bulls Eye” At the
Mormon conference, in the fall of 1868,
all good Mormon merchants, manufac-
turers and dealers who desired the pat-
ronage of the Mormon people, were di-
rected to place this sign upon their
buildings in a conspicuous place, that it
might indicate to the pcople that they
were sound in the faith,

The Mormon people were also di-
rected and warned not to purchase goods
or in any manner deal with those who
refused or did not have the sign,—the
object seemed to be only to deal with
their own people, to the exclusion of all
others,

The result of these measures on the
part of the church was to force many
who were Gentiles or A postate Mormons
to sacrifice their goods, and leave the
Territory for want of patronage. Some
few, however, remained. Among whom
was J. K. Trumbo, an auction and
comynission merchant, who procured
the painting of what was known as the

" HOLY ONE 0F [SRAEL GODINE
fg”” OF HosTs 1 YEA VERILY “c.‘:
ADOF Lops'y o KoNGF KN

S

“ GENTILE SIGN.”

This sign was placed in position on
the front of his store, on the morning of
the 26th of February, 1869, in a similar
position to those of the Mormons. All
day wondering crowds of people of all
classes, little and big, hovered about the
premises, and many opinions were ex-
pressed as to the propricty of the sign,
and whether it would be allowed to re-
main by the Mormons; but at about 7
o'clock in the evening the problem was
solved, by a charge made by several
young Mormong, who, with ladders
climbed upon the buikling and secured
ropes upon the sign, while the erowd
below tore it down, and dragged it
through the streets, dashing it to pieces.
This should be a warning to all * Gen-
tiles” in future, not to expend their mo-
ney in signs to be placed on their stores
in Utah—unless they have permission.
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IIOT SPRINGS,

One mile north of the city are the cel-
ebrated warm springs, where the city
baths are situated. ‘Uhese are the dis-
puted springs, to obtain which, it is sup-
posed by many, Dr. Robinson was
murdered by the Mormons, that the
city might obtain possession. Suit is
still pending. The baths are well
patronized by invalids, who visit them
for health, relying on their medicinal
gualities to remove their ailments, ‘The
following is an analysis of the water, as
made by Dr. Charles T. Jackson, of Bos-
ton:

“Three fluid ounces of the water on evaporation
to entire dryness in a platina capsule gave 8,25
grains of solid, dry, saline matter,

Carbonate of Lime aud Magnesia,...0.240 1.280

Pur Oxide of IXoD.cssesiciisnessinens eeea) (40 0.208
Lime....., 0.545 2,007
Chloring..uuiieeesesssassssrsnssrsnsn SRS EE 3454 18,421
Bodu...... 2877 16944
M\gnesm ra saneranbsavnesasesasesasnsvimsensal B0 2.073
huric Acid 0,703 8.748
8.220 43981

“ Tt is slightly charged with Hydro Sulphuric
Acid Gas, and with Carbonic Acid Gas, and is a
pleasant, saline mineral water, having vuluable
properties belonging to saline sulphur springs,”

The usual temperature is 102 dg. B.”

Two miles further are the Hot Springs,
said to be similar in quality to those
named, but much warmer and of a larger
volume of water. The spring boils out
at the foot of a rock—where a sloping
spur of the mouutain strikes the plain—
in a very large volume, forming a ereck
several feet in width, with a depth of six
inches, and it is very Aof. There is no
nonsense about this spring; we have
tried the waters thereof, and came away
with skinned fingers. It will boil an
egg in four minutes. Close by, lying to
the westward, is a charming little lake,
about three miles long and somewhat
over a mile in width, It is formed from
the waters of these s e,prm g, and is called
“ Hot Spring Lake.” It is bordered on
one side with trees, which give the place
a very pleasant appearance in the sum-
mer. Inthe winter, when the lake is
frozen over, it is a favorite resort for
skating parties,

JORDAN RIVER.

This steam is the outlet of Utah
Take, wuich lies about forty miles south.
It empties into the Great Salt Lake.
The time is not far distant, when, ac-
cording to some modern prophets, the
cars will stop for dinner at Utlah Lake.
on their way to the (_.IIY of Mexico,
Panama South Amecrica, and Lupl:
Horn,

CAMP DOUGLAS.

This post was established October 26,
1862, by General B, P. Conner, Third
Regiment of California Volunteer In-
fantry. It is on the east side of the
river Jordan, four miles from that
stream, three miles east of the city of
Salt Lake, and 15 miles southest of Salt
Lake. Latitude, 40 deg. 46 min 02sec.;
longitude, 111 deg. 53 min. 34 see. Its
location is on a sloping upland or bench
at the base of the mountains and over-
looking the city. The garrison consists
of companies A, C, and G, of the Seventh
Infantry, and the headquarters of that
regiment. It is under command of Bre-
vet Major-General Jobn Gibbon, post
commander; Surgeon W. C. Spencer,
U. 8. A, present post surgeon; Rev.
Thomas \1}] Haskins, ost Lllaplam L.
B. Zabriskie, post trader.

SHETCH OF EBRIGHAM YOUNG,

Brigham  Young, President and
Prophet, of the Mormon Church, or
“Church of the Latter Day Saints”
(whose portrait will be found on an-
other page,) stands prominently for-
ward as one of the most remarkable
men of the 19th century. He was born
in  Whittingham, Windham county,
Vermont, on the 1st day of June, 1801,
His father, John Young, was a revolu-
tionary veteran, and served in three
campaigns under Washington. The
family consisted of six daughters and
five sons, of whom Drigham was the
fourth. In early life he was connected
with the Methodists, and at this time
he followed the occupation of earpenter
and joiner, painter and glazier. He was
first married in 1824, and in the spring
‘of 1830 first saw the “Book of Mor-

N
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BRIGHAM YOUNG'S RESIDENCE,

mon, " of which he afterwards became
o firm a believer and prominent sup-
porter. In April, 1832, he was baptized
a member of the “Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints.” During the
previous January he had visited Colum-
bia, Pennsylvania, where there was a
branch of the echurch—making alengthy
stay—-that he might become better ac-
guainted with its principles. This is
characteristie of President Young, who
makes up his mind only after mature
deliberation, and then, he 18 very firm,
holding to his opinion or belief with
great tenacity.

In the following September his wife
died and he started for Kirtland, Ohin,
to see Joseph Smith, the Mormnn
prophet. The meeting of these two
men—one the founder of the church,
the other destined to become his pow-
erful successor as its leader—took place
in the woods near Kirtland, where the
prophet had gone to chop wood, and
whither Mr. Young followed to make
his acquaintance. A few evenings after
this first meeting, it is recorded that

Joseph Smith publicly said that the
time would eome when Brigham Young
would rule over the church. From this
wme Mr, Young became a zealous and
successful advocate of Mormonism
Early in 1835 he was ordained one of
the Twelve Apostles of the Mormon
Church, en the organization of that
quornm; and subsequently became pres-
ident of the twelve, through the defec-
tion of Thomas B. Marsh, who was his
senior in years, and, for that reasonm,
previously held that office.

As one of the apostles, Mr. Young
filled several missions, traveling exten-
sively through the Iastern States,
preaching, proselyting, building up and
regulating branches of the church, ete.
On the 9th of March, 1840, in company
with H. C. Kimball, his late first eoun-
selor in the presidency of the church,
George A. Smith, his present first coun-
sclor, and other missionaries, he sailed
from New York on a mission to Great
Britain, and arrived in Liverpool April
Gth. He spent a little over fourteen
months in England, during which time

-
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several thousand persons were con-
verted, and the publication of the Mile-
nial Star, the first forcign Mormon pub-
lication, was commenced. It was issued
as a serial, and has been continued in
that form, and issued regularly from
that time until the present.

On his return from England, he filled
other missions, traveling and preaching
in the East, his family remaining in
Nauvoo. He was absent from that city
when Joseph Smith and his brother
Hiram were murdered in Carthage. He
immediately returned to Nauvoo, with
other prominent members of the church,
and proceeded to take such measures as
were deemed best for the protection of
the citizens of Nauvoo and the Mormons
in the neighborhood, who were hourly
threatened with extermination.

Early in ’46 it became imperative to
vacate Nauvoo,and Mr. Young directed
the flecing thousands of the Mormon
church in their westward journey, him-
self and many others of the organization
leaving, for the fifth time, to seek a new
home, The bulk of the Mormons made
their way to the Missouri river, through
the then wild, unsettled country, now
forming the State of Iowa, and remained
temporsril‘y located during the winter
of 46 and '47 at Council Bluffs.

In 47, Mr. Young led a band of pio-
neers westward, toward the Rocky
Mountains, and on the 24th of July of
the same year arrived in the valley of
the Great Salt Lake, where a settlement
was immediately formed.

In the fall of '47, he returned to the
Missouri, and in the spring of 48, after
having been accepted as President of
the Church, he organized a large com-
pany of his people, and proceeded with
them to the new settlement in Salt Lake
Valley.

There being no organized govern-
ment in the territory where they settled
—which then belonged to Mexico—the
people formed a provisional State, with
the title of Deseret, of which Mr Young
was unanimously elected Governor,
which position he held for nearly three
years, until the Government of the

United States—to whom the country
had been ceded by treaty—extended its
laws over it, and a Territorial govern-
ment was provided by act of Congress,
This occurred in October, 1850, and Mr.
Young was appointed Governor of
Utab, as the Territory was then called,
and continued to rule it until '57.

President Young has taken a promi-
nent part inall publicimprovements, in
every plan caleulated to facilitate com
munication between the Territory and
the Eastern States ; materially assisting
in forming several express companies
and stage lines. e built several hun
dred miles of the Western Union Tele-
graph, graded 150 miles of the Union
Pacific Railroad, and has ever offered
his assistance to every enterprise of the
kind which had a material bearing on
the interests of Utah, He was also the
principal mover in the construction of
the Deseret Telegraph line, which con-
neets the northern and southern settle-
ments of Utah, nearly 500 miles apart.
He used every effort to push forward to
an early completion the Utah Central
Railroad, of which he is the president.
His great influence over his people was
strongly illustrated by the promptness
with which they responded to his call
to build the grade on the U. P. R. IR, ;
men, teams, &c., coming from all parts
of the Territory. Nearly every settle-
ment sent its quota to help in finishing
the work,

Such is a brief, reliable eketch of the
life of Brigham Young. It is not the
purpose of the writer of the Guipg fo
speak of his late difficulties, which
brought about his arrest and imprison-
ment. The matter i8 now in the hauds
of the Government, which should be
competent to manage it properly, and
deal out evenhanded justice without
fear or favor. We now take leave of
Brigham Young, his people, and his
railroad, and return to Ogden, check our
baggage, and this time geat ourselves in
the beautiful Silver Palace Coaches on
the Central Pacific, forat this junction
of the three roads we change cars, un-

i 1
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HON, LELAND STANFORD,
President of the Central Pacific Railrond of California.

Governor LELAND StaNrorD was horn in the town of Waterville, Albany county, New York,
March 9th, 1824, Hir ancestors were English, who eettled in the Valley of the Mohawk about the
betﬂgnin of the last century. Josiah Stanford, father of Leland, was a farmer, and a prominent
gi 1:1t of Alhany county, whose family consisted of seven sons—Leland being the fourth—and one

aughter,
ntil the age of twenty, Leland's time was paseed at etudy and on the farm. He then commenced
the study of law, and in 1845 entered the law office of Wheaton, Doolittle, and Hudley, in Albany, N. Y.
In 1849, moved west, and commenced the practice of law at Port Washington, Wikconsin, Here, in
June, 1650, he was married to Miss Jane Lathrop.

In 1852, we find him following many of his friends to the new El Dorado. He landed in California
July 12th, 1852, and proceeded directly to the mines, and settled at Michizan Bluffe, on the American
River, Placer county, and in a few years he had not onl{ realized a fortune, but o far secured the
confldence of the {neuple as to receive the nomination for State Treasurer in 1859, on the Republican
ticket. At thiz time the Demoecratic party had never heen beaten, and the canvass was made on
prineiple. He wag defeated ; but in 1861—a il]l}ﬂ.l up in the ranks of the dominant party having taken
place—he was nominated for Governor, and elected by a plurality of 23,000 votes.

How he performed the trust ie well known. Suffice it to say, he reccived the thanks of the
Legislature, and won the approval of all clagses,

Governor Stanford early moved in the interest of the Pacific Railroad; and on the 22d day of
February, 1863, while Bacramento wae etill etaggering nunder the dc\-‘&ﬂmtlnﬁ flood, and all was g‘.loouéi
in the future, with the whole conntry rent by civil war, he—all hope—all life and energy—shovell
l.heﬁnt eanﬁ;. and we know he drove the last spike at ‘Promontory. May 10th, 1869, which completed
the Great Pacific Railroad across the continent. -
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The Central Pacific Railroad.

The history of the great trans-conti-
nental railroad is familiar to all Ameri-
cans, who have watched its progress
from the time when the first shovelful
of dirt was lifted in its construction un-
til its final completion. Yet each por-
ticn, the west as well as the east, has a
bit of history attached to it, in which

the pecple of that locality take especial.

pride. Without tiring our readers with
a long array of figures, we propose to
give a brief sketeh of the Central Pa-
citic R. R., and in this econnection we
shall claim that the Golden State, by
her representative, was really the mov-
ing power which brought this mighty
project before the nation, secured its
aid, and by that means, assured its rapid
completion. For some years previous
to the time when the final act was
passed by Congress—which was to pro
vide those of the western coast with
speedy and safe communication with
the homes of their youth—the question
of the grand trunk road had been dis-
cussed by Californians as a public, and
as private individuals, Many self-reli-
ant men were sanguine of success,
could the project be rightly brought be-
fore Congress. This feeling grow
among the people of California, until a
man who sought office at the hands of
the people could not be elected were he
not a “railroad man,” provided that of-
fice was one wherein the holder could
injure the prospects of the proposed
road. Through the counties where the
line was surposed to run, the question
was strongly agitated, for those coun-
ties were expected to assist the under-
laking, by voting their credit in various
ums.  So eager were the people of the
n'erior of the State to have the enter-
wrise commenced and completed, that
hey were willing to accede to any
erms which would insure the success
of the enterprise and relieve them from
he oppression of a powerful water mo-
10poly, which controlled the main line
f travel to the east.

The members of Congress from Cali-

fornia knew that their election was in
part owing to this feeling, and that
much was expected of them by their
constituentsi:  They failed not when
the time nrrived, but to one—A. A,
Sargent—more, than all others, is Cali-
fornia indebted for the great work
which now binds her to her Eastern
sisters,

But we are proceeding too fast, over-
looking, but not forgetting, another
name, none the less honored because
the bearer lived not to behold the final
completion of the work he initiated and
so earnestly advocated. Theodore D,
Judah now sleeps the sleep that knows
no awaking. but still his presence can
be seen and felf in every mile of the
grand road which his genius brought
into being. His name is a household
word in the West, for thousands knew
and appreciated the manly spirit and
genial mind of the earnest, persistent
and sanguine ENGINEER.

In the then little hamlet of Sacra-
mento dwelt C. P. Huntington, * Char-
ley " Crocker, Mark Hopkins and a
few others—warm personal friends of
Judah—who, oficn, in the long, winter
eveninugs, gathered around the stove in
Huntington & Hopkin's store room, and
there discussed the merits and demerits
of the Judah theory. These and some
other gentlemen became convineed that
the engincer was right—that the scheme
was practicable, They subscribed $350
a picee, aud, in the summer, Judah and
his assistants made a careful survey of
the passes in the Sierras. This was in
the summer of 1866, and in the fall the
engineer party returned, toil-worn and
travel-stained, but vastly encouraged
and clated with the result of their sum-
mer's work, So favorable was the
report that $1,500 was immediately
raised to be used the following summcr
in the same manner, The summer of
61 found Judah and his B&rty in the
gulches and defiles of the Sierras, ear-
nestly proseenting their labors. The
result but confirmed the previus report,
with, if possble, more encouraging de-
tails regarding country, cost, etc.
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Judah then visited many of the prin-
cipal capitalists of Ban Francisco to
obtaia subscriptions for the work, but
failed to obtain a dollar. * But this road
—what wasit? Nothing that concerned
them. It did not represent capital A
poor engineer wanted to make some
money, and had started the idea for
that purpose.” These wise men shook
their heads, and sneered at the undertak-
ing. “What can they do,” said they,
“ even with their charter from the State ?
They have no money—theyare poormen.
It's only a sharp dodge on their part.
They think the road will be undertaken
in time and then when that time arrives,
they will stand a chance to sell their
charter, and realize a fow thousands—
that's all. But they'll die before that
time comes. Yes, they 1l be dead before
a railroad will be built across the conti-
nent.” Such was the general tone of con-
versation among moneyed men regard-
ingthe road in its infaney, and it cannot
be denied that the people of Califoraia
owe nothing to the capitalists of their
State—not even their thanks—for aid ia
the earliest days ofthe enterprise. The
bone and sinew of the people—the me-
chanic and the merchaat, the farmer,
laborer and miner—did all that could be
expected of them. But the capitalists
held back—and for good reason. They
feared that the railroad would give the
death blow to the monopolies in which
they were more or less iaterested.  Sac-
ramento alone deserves the credit of hav-
ing originated and brought to a suc-
cessful completion the Central Pacific
Railroad. hen the State had chartered
the company,when oaly funds were nec-
cessary to insure the completion of the
work, oaly two subscriptions were ob-
taized in San Fraacisco, and one of
these came from a woman,

In ’62, Judah went to Washington
with charts, maps, &ec, o0« the road.
Sargent was there, as enthusiastic in the
support of the measure as Judah him-
self. He drew up the bill under which
the road was built. James H. Campbell,
of Pennsylvania, and Schuyler Colfax,
(thaa whose there is no more honored

name in California,) were his most ef-
ficient supporters in the House. In the
Senate, McDougal, of California, Wilson,
of Massachusetts, and Morrill, of Maine,
also stood manfully by the measure,
And there was fought the great battle.
There enlightened ideas, assisted by
young and vigorous iutellects, met and
conquered prejudice and moneyed oppo-
gition, and opened a new commercial era
in the annals of the Union, But it was
not accomplished without a long and
wearying strug%le, in which the bull-dog
pertinacity and fierce grip of Sargent
was manifested.  Day after day, for
weary weeks, in the Committee of the
Whole, Sargent and Campbell stood up
alternately, and answered objections as
fast as made, in short, sharp, close and
cutting speeches. And night after night,
they held interviews with Eastern Sena-
tors and Representatives, while at their
side, supplying them with information
on all desired points, sat Theodore D.
Judah, the engineer, earnest and hope-
ful to the last. Senators did not nor
would not believe that the road could or
would be built. BSaid Lovejoy, durin
one of the debates: “Do I understan
the gentleman from California to say
that he actually expects this road to be
built?” *“The gentleman from Illinois
may understand me to predict that if
this bill is passed, the road will be fin-
ished within ten years,” responded
Sargent. People can now judge be-
tween Lovejoy's and Sargent’s ideas of
the vigor of the West,

The end came, the bill was finally
passed, and the news thereof caused the
hearts of Californians to leap for joy.
Ground was broken at Sacramento, and
work commenced immediately. Another
hattle was to be fought, a financial one.
Before they could receive any aid from
Government, 40 miles of road must be
built and stocked, which would cost at
least $4,000,000, for that 40 miles car-
ried the road far up among the Sierras,
through & great portion of their heavy
work. Money was “tight "—in fact it
always i3 when a man wants some—
commanding two per cent. per month
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in California. The corporators put in
their entire fortunes, The city of San
Francisco issued bonds in assistance of
the work ; the State and several counties
also rendered material aid, but all com-
bined, was but a trifle compared to what
was required. C. P Huntington, now
Viee President of the road, went to New
York for aid, but among the capitalists
there he met the same answer that had
been given to Judah by the moneyed
men 0% San Francisco. Finally, he met
with Fisk & Hatch, dealers in govern-
ment stocks. They feared not the result
of the scheme. These energetic capital-
ists, with the promptness of young and
active minds—while older capitalists
were questioning whether there was
really a serious intention of building the
road—pledged their faith to furnish the
company with what money they re-
quired and when they required it,  The
sum ranged from $5,000,000 to $20,000,-
000 per year, , but they failed not, the
money was always ready. The success
of the enterprise was now assured,
The bonds of the company were put on
the market, and advanced rapidly in
price, and soon the company had at
their command all needful funds.
When the summit of the Sierras was
reached, the road was pushed rapidly
forward. But long ere this was gained,
when the company was toiling among
the mountains, jeers and taunts of deri-
sion could be found in plenty in the
columns of California newspapers
“The Dutch Flat Swindle,” as the road
was termed by some of these far sighted
journalists—when the company were
laboring to overcome the heavy grade
near that town—has passed into a by-
word in California, and now is sugges-
tive of success. The route, afier the
“ summit” was gained, was then com-
paratively easy, and rapid progress was
made, The Chinese laborers, who had
worked on the road from first to last,
drove the work forward, and on May
10th, the roads met on Promontory
Point, 690 miles from Sacramento. The
following will show the number of miles
completed during each year: In 18634

and 5, 20 miles each year; mn '66. 30 -

miles ; in '67, 46 miles ; in '68, 363 miles;
in ’69, 191 miles,

We defer the deseription of the ma
chine shops and Company’s works until
we arrive at Sacramento, where they
are located,

Continuing our journey G miles west
brings to what willbe

UNION JUNCTION.

By act of Congress the point of junc-
tion of the Union and Central Pacific
Railroad Cos, is located northwest of
Qgden station, within the Jimits of gee-
tion 36, of township 7, of range 2,
situate north and west of the principal
meridian and base line in the Territory
of Utah, and the said companies are
hereby authorized to enter upon use,
and poesess sectiona 23, 26, and 35 of
township 7. T'he companies propose to
jointly erect at this ' junction” ample
permanent buildings to accommodate
their own interests—as well as magni-
ficent buildings—to be called the

WAHSATCH HOTEL.

It is designed to construet this hotel
with a special view to afford the tour-
ists a resting-place—a home—where
they can stop over fora time, and be
surrounded by all the luxuries, com-
forts, and eonveniences to be found at
any hotel on the continent, The build-
ing will be supplied with all the modern
improvements, with hot and eold water
from springs in the foot-hills close by,
which are gituated at an elevation suffi-
cient to earry the water to the top story of
the building. The fountainsin the parks
surrounding the Louse will be supplied
with water from a similar source.  The
mineral springs, lake bathing, drv and
invigorating  atmosphere, delightful
gcenery, superior hunting and trout
fishing of the vieinity, eombined with
the comforts and luxuries of a first-class
hotel, witl, we are certain, attract a host
of invalids and pleasure-seekers, Wa
present on another page a beautiful
view of the hotel as it will appear when
completed, which” wa had engraved ex-
pressly for the GUIDE from the original

.
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Wahsatch Hotel, Salt Lake Valley, Utah.
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drawing by C. R. Linde, Esq., of the
U. P. . R. at Omaha.

This hotel will be eonstructed of
fine sandstone, something after the
Mansard style of architecture, 198 feet
frout, 172 feet in depth, The center of
the building w.ll be nearly gquare, with
a wing on each side, and onein the rear.
The center part will be 99 feet front, by
82 in depth, and five stories high, in-
cluding the basement, which iz mostly
above ground, The wings are four
atories high, The first floor contains a
large vestibule (in the center of which
start the stairs); a corridor 8 feet wide
runs from ove end of the building to
the other, and which will open upon
verandasall along the frontof the house,
and aleo the parlors, The ladies and
grentlemen each have a parlor 24 10 x
17 6; and a sitting-room 2410 x 18 914 ;
the dinine-room is 87 x 68. The hutel,
when completed, will contain about 125
rooms for guests, Oos great feature of
the buailding will be the observatory on
the top, 100 feet above ground, which
will afford a fine view of Salt Lake and
the Oquirrh rangeon thesouth, Promon-
tory Puint and Bear river on the west,
whiie to the east and north rise the
Whahsatch mountains—in some places
snow-capped —extending as far as the
eye cansee. Elevation, 4,310 feet.

Here at the foot of a spur of the
mountains is one of the many

HOT BPRINGS

which abound in the Great Salt Lake
and Nevada basins. The gprings in cold
weather gend up a dense clond ¢f vapor,
which is visible for a long distance.
They are strongly impregoated with
sualphur and other mineral gubstances,
The odor arising from them is very
strong, and by no means pleasant for
soma people to inhale,

From the cars we can obtain an oe-
casional glimpse of SBalt Lake, with its
numarons islands, lifting their peaks
far above the briny waters, The views
have been very imperfect; but as we
near Promontory Point, and after leav-
ing that place, wae shall obtain excellent
views, Two mil.s moreto

BONNEVILLE,
an unimportant station, Near the station
we pass through fine farming lands,
amid luxuriant crops of wheat, barley,
and corn, With the rugged mountains
on our right, and the waters of the lake
seen at times on our left, we find objects
of interest continually rising around us.
Far up the sides of the mountain,
stretching along in one unbroken line,
gave where it i8 sundered by canyons,
gulches, and ravines,is the old water-
mark of the ancient lake, showing that
at one time this lake was a mighty sea,
washing the mountain sides several
hundred feet above us. The old water
lineig nocreation of thie imarination, hut
a broad bench, wherenpon the well-worn
rocks, the rounded pebbles, and marine
shells still attest the fuct that once the
waters of the lake washed this broad up-
land. Bseneath the highest and largest
bench, at various places, may be seen
two others, at about equal distances
apart, showing that the waters of the
lake have had three different altitudes
before they reached their present level.

The first spike on the Utah Northern
R. R.—a narrow-gauge — was driven
March 23, 1872, since which time the
work has been prosecuted vigorously.
It is designed to extend the road north
into Idaho and Montana Territories as
fast as posgible,

Passing on to the right beside the
mountsin is loeated

WILLARD CITY,

a Mormon town of 552 inhabitants.
The mountains near this town present
indications which would assure the
‘ prospector” that they were rich in
various minerals, Strong evidences also
exist of the great volcanic upheaval
which once lit up this ernntry with its
lurid fires, most effectually demolishing
many philosophical theories, leaving
their originators to study nature more
and books less,

Near the city, in the first range of
hills, is the erater of an extinet voleano,
which covers geveral acres. The masses
of lava lying around—its bleak, barren,
and desolate appearauce—would seem
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to indicate that not many years had
elapsed gince it was in active operation.
But a few miles further on we pass

BRIGHAM CITY,

which, like the preceding one, is
nestling close to the base of the
mountain on our right. Population,
1,315. Like Willard City, it is a Mor-
mon town, embowered in fruit-trees,
The buildings are mostly of adobe,
A thriving trade and rapidly increas-
ing population attest the importance
of the place. The public buildings
include a court-house and tabernacle,
two hotels, and no saloons,

Passing Brigham City, we incline
further away from the lake road, bear-
ing up on the higher land. Now we
cross Bear river on a trestle bridge
1,200 feet long, the piles being driven
in water 18 feet deep. A half mile
beyond lies the only real Gentile town
in Utah Territory,

CORINNE.

This town containg about 1,000 in-
habitants, and, at present, is the center
of a very extensive trade. It has an
elevation of 4204 feet. Distance from
Omaha, 1,056 miles; from San Fran-
ciso, B33 miles,

No city on the whole line of road—
with but one exception—has improved
a3 much as Corinne within the last year.
There have been erected 21 dwellings,
2 hotels, 1 school-house, 8 churches,
1 bank, 2 public halls, 1 jail, 26 stores,
and a dozen or more for various other
purposes. Among the buildings worthy
of notice are a substantial hotel, ticket,
freight, and telegraph offices.

The advantages possessed by Corinne
cannot fail to render the place one of
great importance in time, being, as it is,
the distributing point for the Montana
trade. Around the town are thousands
of acres of fine land, which only require
irrigation and culture to render them
productive in the highest degree, and
water for that purpose can be obtained
from Bear river at little expense.

The Utah Reporter, a live Gentile

paper, is published semi-weekly, and
intensely devoted to home interests,

During 1871, Corinne was declared a
“port of entry,” if not by the govern-
ment, it was by the enterprising people
of the city. The “ City of Corinne,”
a good-sized steamboat, was launched
upon Bear river, aud now makes regular
trips across Salt Lake to the gouth side,
about 80 miles distant, and finds em-
ployment in transporting ores for ship-
ment, as well as passengers, freight, ete.,
between the Corinne and the Southern
mines, The distance from the steam.-
boat landing at Lake Point, the south
end of the lake:

Milea,
To Toeoele City . . . . . -
* Tooele mines ; 3 ‘ i . 10
“ Grantsville . : " . . 6
“Stockton y : 4 i H . 16
** Dry Canyon . ¥ . 3 3 . 2%
** Bast Canyon (mouth) . Z . 2%
* Ophir City ¥ . . ¥ . 2
“ Bilverado . ¥ ) - E . 890
“ Camp Floyd ; . . i . b0
“ Utah Lake and Provo . . B0
“ Tintic mines F 9 = ' . B0

“ Pioche ., . . y . i . 240

Corinne geem to be moving also in the
railroad interest, having recently orga-
nized to build a road north towards
Montana. At present a daily line of
four-horse eoaches leaves Corinne, on
arrival of passenger trains, carrying the
U. 8. mail and express to Virginia City
and Helena, Montana Ter. To Virginia
City, 358 miles ; to Helena, 482 miles.

The route to Montana passes up Malad
Valley, and thence along the regular
coach road to Virginia City and Helena.
The country traversed is very diversi-
fied, mountain and valley, hill and glen
alternating, rendering the route attrac-
tive to the lovers of scenery. Malad
and other valleys along the road are
fertile and well watered, where many
Mormon settlements will be found, sur-
rounded by flourishing farms.

MONTANA TERRITORY,

This Territory lies to the north of
Utal, and generally considered solely as
a mining eountry. Although at one
time Montana possessed excellent placer
gold mines and “ gulch diggings,” they
have mostly been worked out, yet there
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are gome camps where good payis being
taken out. The mining is now mostly
confined to quartz. Montana for the
last year ranked second, California being
Jfirst, in the yield of her gold mines, of
all the BStates or Territories in the
Union.

Although many and rich mines of gold
have been discovered within her bor-
ders, the importance of her agricaltural
resources are not to be ignored. The
valleys of the Missouri, Madison, Galla-
tin, Yellowstone, and many other rivers,
possess the very best of farming and
grazing lands, in quantities sutficient to
support a large population. In the
mines enterprise and eapital have, and
will continue to develop great wealth,
but here, as in other mining coun-
tries, expensive machinery must be
erected, and a large capital invested,
before the mines can be developed and
worked wita profit, while to the agri-
culturist and stock grower Montana pre-
sents — with a continually increasing
home market—inducements to the poor
emigrant second to no section of the
United States, The people of the Ter-
ritory are energetic and persevering,
with full faith in the future of their
Territory, and will, in time, render it
what they contend it really is, one of
the wealthiest sections of the Union.

HELENA.

This town contains, according to the
Census of 1870, 3,106 inhabitants, The
energy and enterprise of the Montana
people cannot be better illustrated than
by referring to the great fire which
swept over this city in 1869, completely
destroying the business portion of the
town. Within 60days the town was re-
built with substantial buildings of brick
and stone, showing that the Helenites
had full faith in their city and the
country’s resources and recuperative
powers, Two daily and weekly papers
are published here: the Heraid and the

« Gazette. Helena is the largest city in
the Territory. Quartzmining is the
chief occupation of the people.

VIRGINIA CITY

eontains a population of 867. The
Mountanian, a weekly paper, i3 pub-
lished here.

DEER LODGE CITY,

This place is third in point of popula-
tion in the territory. It contains 788
in population ; with two weekly papers,
the New North West and the Indepen-
dent.

It would geem, from recent discove-
ries, that Montana and a portion of
Wyoming Territories contain the

Latest Wonder in the World.

The recent explorations of Dr. Hay-
den, United States Geologist, have de-
monstrated that this eur own country
contains natural wonders which, in ex-
tent, grandeur, and wondrous beauty,
far surpass those of any other portion
of the known world. A bill has been
passed by Congress setting apart a
tract of country 53 by 65 miles in extent

as a
GREAT NATIONAL PARK,

or mammoth pleasure-ground, for the
benefit and enjoyment of the people. The
entire area within thelimits of the reser-
vation ig over 6,000 feet in altitude. Al-
most in the centre of this tract is located
the Yellow Stone Lake, a body of water
15 by 22 miles in extent, with an eleva-
tion of 7,427 feet. The ranges of
monntains that hem the numerous val-
leys on every side rise to the height of
from 10,000 to 12,000 feet, and are
covered with perpetual snow all the
year.

This country presents the most won-
derful voleanie appearance of any por-
tion of this eontinent The great num-
ber of hot springs and the geysers re-
present the last stages—the vent or
escape pipes—of these remarkable vol-
canic manifestations of the infernal
forces. All these springs are adorned
with decorations more beautiful than
human art ever coneeived, and which
have required thousands of years forthe
cunning band of nature to form, The
| most remarkable of these geysers throws
| & column of boiling hot water, 15 feet
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in diameter, to a measured altitude of
150 feet. This display is continued for
hours together, and so immense is the
quantity of water discharged that duar-
ing the eruption the volume of water in
theriver is doubled. Another throws a
column of hot water 200 feet in height,
and over a foot in diam “ter. Itissaid the
geysers of Ieeland which have been the
object of interest for scientists and tra-
vellers of the entir. world for years,
gink into insignificance in comparison
with the Hot Springs of the Yellow
stone and Fire-hole Basins.

The route to this park is viz Pacific
R. R. to Corinne, and thence by stage.

The mountain rim of the Yellowstone
Lake rises from 1,500 to 4,000 feet above
its surface, and, except in two directions,
is unbroken. To the west and south-
west are breaks in the chain, through
one of which appear the outlines of a
conspicuous conical peak, 10,500 feet in
height. Inthemountain gystem which
surrounds the lake are born the tributa-
ies (almost the prinecipal sources) of
hree of the largest rivers on the conti-
ent. Four of the most important
tributaries of the Missouri—namely, the
Big Horn, the Yellowstone, the Madi-
son, and the Gallatin—have their springs
here. Flowing first north, then east,
they strike the Missouri, which in its
turn flows southeasterly to the Missis-
sippi Valley, where its waters are
blended with the stately stream that
empties ita tides at least 3.500 miles be-
low into the dulf of Mexico. The
Snake river, whose sources are actually
interlaced with those of the Madison
and the Yellowstone, turns westward,
and traverses nearly a thousand miles
of territory before it joins the Columbia,
on its way to the Pacific Ocean. Again,
the Green river, rising but a few miles
from the sources of the others, seeksthe
Colorado ot the West, which, after in-
numerable windings through deserts,
and & roaring passage of hundreds of
miles in the abysses of canyons surpass-
ing even those of the Yellowstone in

randeur, depth, and gloom, reaches the
Eulf of California. Penetrating to the

lofty recesses where these springs arise,
the explorer stands, as it were,astride of
the grandest water-shed in the world.
A pebble dropped into one epring touches
a water-nerve of the Pacific; a pebble
cast into another touches asimilar nerve
of the Atlantic Ocean. Tt is a thought
to cause the wings of the spirit of a
man in such a place to expand like an
eagle’s,

We have taken some pains to procure,
and have engraved expressly for the
GUIDE, a complete map, showing the
exact boundaries of this park, and the
location of many of the most noticeable
objects of interest, to which we take
pleasurein referring our readers, while
we return to our duty, from which we
digressed—on the line of the Pacific
Railroad at Corinne,

Again Westward! we draw near the
base of the mountains, which slope
nearer toward the waters of the lake.
The farming lands grad ually give way to
alkali beds, white, barren, and glittering
in the sun. Now the road curves along
the bank of the lake, crossing the low
flats on a bed raised several feet above
the salt depogite. The channel along
the road, caused by the excavation for
these fills, is filled with a reddish, cold-
looking water Taste it at the first op-
portunity, and you will wish that the
first opportunity had come last, or that
it never had arrived. We cross three
small pile or trestle bridges, the longest
being 200 feet in length, and soon strike
the higher broken land, where we find

BLUE CREEK STATION.

Elevation, 4,360 feet.

Leaving the station, we cross Blue
creek on a trestle bridge, 300 feet long
and 30 feet high. Thence by tortuous
curves we wind around the heads of ge-
veral little valleys, crossing them well
against the hillside, by heavy fills, After
passing some deep cutting and heavy
work, we pass atrestle bridge atourleft,
500 feet long, and 87 feet high. This
bridge was built by the Union Pacific
Railroad Co.,who continued their track to
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Promontory, but was abandoned by
order of Congress and the junction of
the two roads transferred to Ogden.
The old track of the Union Pacific
runs within a short distanee of the
Central Pacific all the way to Promon-
tory, the former juaction of the two
roads. At aud around this point the
work is very heavy. 'This was one
of the hardest “ camps™ along the whole
line of the Pacific K. R. Itis said that
28 deaths by violence occurred in one
month, eight men being shot one morn-
ing. A stranger entered a restaurant
one moruning and sat down to a table
occupied by twomen. One of the parties
helped himself to more gravy than his
neighbor thought right. Drawiag his
six-shooter, he deliberately shot him
dead at his feet.  Horrified, the stranger
sprang from his seat, but found himself
covered by the six-shooter.  * Sit down
and finish your breakfast,” said the mur-
derer, and the stranger was compelled
to do so, withthe corpse of themurdered
man lying beside him.

Through more deep rock cuts and over
heavy fills, we wind around Promontory
Mountain untilthe lake is lost to view.
Up, up we go, the engine puffing and
snorling with its arduous labors, until
the summit is gained, and we arrive at
the former terminus of the two Pacific
railroads.

PROMONTORY.

Elevation, 41,905 feet. Distance from
Omaha, 1,084 miles; from Sacramento,
690. Celebrated for being the point
where the connection between the two
roads was made on the 10th of May,
1869,

The town was formerly composed of
about 30 board and canvas buildings in-
cluding several saloons and restaurants,
but is now almost entirely deserted.
The supply of water is obtained from a
spring about four miles south of the road,
in one of the gulches of the Promontory
Mountain., The railroad company ob-
tain their supply from Indian creek and
other water stations along the line, by
means of water cars, a train of which is
run daily,

The bench on which the station stands
would doubtless produce vegetables or
grain, if it could be irrigated, for the
sandy soil is largely mixed with loam,
and the bunch grass and sage-brush
grow luxuriantly.

= THE LAST SPIKE.

On Monday, the 10th of May, 1869, a
large party was congregated on Prom-
ontory Point, Utah Perritory, gathered
from the four quarters ol the Union,
and, we might say, from the four quar-
ters of the earth. There were men
from the pine-clad hills of Maine, the
rock-bound coast of Massachusetts, the
everglades of Ilorida, the golden shores
of thie Pacific elope, from China, Europe,
and the wilds of the American continent,
There were the lines of blue-clad boys,
with their burnished muskets and glis-
tening bayonets, apd over all, in the
bright May sun, floated the glorious old
stars and stripes, an ¢mblom of unity,
power and prosperity. They are grave
earnest men, most of tham, who are
gathercd here ; men who would not leave
their homes and business, and traverse
half or two-thirds of the continent, only
on the most urgent pecessity, or on an
occasion of great national 1mportance,
such as they might never hope 1o behold
again, It wasto witness such an event,
to be present at the consummation of
one of the grandest of modern enter
Prisfs, that they had gathered here.
They were here to do honor to the occa-
sion when 1,774 miles of railroad should
be united, binding in one unbroken
chain the East and the West.

To witness this grand event, to be par-
takers in the gloriousact, thisasscmblage
had convened. All around was excite-
ment and bustle that morning; men
hurrying to and fro, grasping their
neighbor’s hands in hearty greeting, as
they paused to ask or answer hurried
questions, This is the day of final tri-
umph of the friends of the road, over
their croaking opponents, for long ere
the sun shall kiss the western summiis
of the gray old monarchs of the desert,
the work will be accomplished, the as-
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semblage dispersed, and quiet reign once
more, broken only by the hoarse scream
of the locomotive ; and when the length-
ening mountain shadows shall sweep
across the plain, flecked and mottled
with the departing sunbeams, they will
fall on the iron rails which will stretch
away in one unbroken line from the
Sacramento to the Missouri rivers,

The hours passed slowly on until the
sun rode high in the zenith, his glitter-
ing rays fulling direetly down upon the
vacant place, between the two roads,
which was waiting to receive the last tie
and rails which should unite them for-
ever. On cither road stood long lines of
cars, the impatient locomnotives oceasion-
ally snorting out their cheering notes, as
though they understood what was going
on, and rejoiced in common with the
excited assemblage.

To give effect to the proceedings, ar-
rangements had been made by which the
large cities of the Union should be noti-
fied of the exact minute and second
when the road should be finished. Tel-
egraphic communications were organ-
ized with the principal cities of the east
and west, a.n!i at the designated hour
the lines were put in connection, and all
other business suspended. In San
Francisco the wires were connected
with the fire-alarm in the tower, where
the ponderous bell could spread the
news over the city, the instant the event
ocecurred.  Baltimore, Philadelphia,
Boston, New York, Cincinnati, and
Chicago were waiting for the moment
to arrive when the chained lightning
should be loosed, carrying the news of
a great civil victory over the length and
breadth of the land.

The hour and minute designated ar-
rived, and Leland Stanford, President,
assisted by other officers of the Central
Pacific, came forward; T. C. Durant,
Yice-President of the Union Pacifie, as-
sisted by General Dodge and others of
the same company, met them at the end
of the rail, where they reverently
paused, while a reverend gentleman in-
voked the Divine blessing. Then the
last tie, a beautiful piece of workman-

ship, of California laurel, with silver
plates on which were suitable inscrip-
tions, was put in place, and the last
connecting rails were laid by parties
from each company. The last spikes
were then presented, one of gold, from
California, one of silver from Nevada,
and one of gold, silver and iron from
Arizona. President Stanford then took
the hammer, made of solid silver, and
to the handle of which were attached
the telegraph wires, and with the first
tap on the head of the gold spike at 12,
M., the news of the event was flashed
over the continent, BSpeeches were
made as each spike was driven, and
when all was completed, cheer after
cheer rent the air from the enthusiastic
assemblage.

Then the Jupiter, a locomotive of the
C.P. R. R. Co., and locomotive No.
116, of the U. P. R. R. Co., approached
from each way, meeting on the divid-
ing line, where they rubbed their brown
noses together, while shuking hands, as
illustrated above, To say that wine
flowed freely, would convey but a faint
idea of the good feeling manifested, and
the provision made by each company
for the entertainment of their guests
and the celebration of the event,

Immediately on the completion of the
work, a charge was made on the last
tie, (not the silver plated, gold-spiked
laurel, for that had been removed and
a pine tie substituted) by relic hunters,
and soon it was cut and hacked to pieces
arnd the fragments carried away as tro-
phies or mementoes of the great event.
Even one of the rails last laid in place
was cut and battered so badly that it
was removed and another substituted.
Weeks after the event we passed the
place again, and found an enthusiastic
person catting a piece out of the last tie
laid. He was proud of his treasure—
that little chip of pine, for it was a piece
of the last tie. We did not tell him
that three or four ties had been placed
there since the first was cut in pieces.

In the cars belonging té-each line, a
sumptuous repast was served up to the
invited guests, Then as the sun sank
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low toward the western summit of Pro-
montory Point, the long trains moved
away with parting salutes from the lo-
comotives, and the celebration was
ended, the participants speeding away
to their far distant homes, and so closed
the eventful day on Promontory Point,

GREAT SALT LAKE,

Behind the station at Promontory the
hills rise into the dignity of mountains.
To the top of the left hand point we
strolled one day. It was Sunday, and
the way the sun poured its rays down
on the side of that old gray mountain,
reminded us that there was at least, a
vigible foundation for the theory of
warmer climes for those who indulged
in Bunday climbs, in opposition to Sun-
day laws. After an hour's toilsome’
walking through sage-brush and bunch
grass; then among sage-brush and rocks
until we had attained a height to which
that persistent shrub could not attain;
then among more rocks, stunted cedars,
tiny, delicate flowers and blooming
mosses, until we stood on the summit of
the peak, on a narrow ridge of granite,
not over four feet wide, and there, al-
most at our feet—so steep was the moun-
tain—lay the Great Salt Lake, spread
out like a vast mirror before us, its pla-
cid bosom glittering in the morning sun,
like a ﬁelE of burnished silver. Mile

after mile it stretched away, placid and |

motionless, as though no life had ever

caused a vibration of its currents, or
iven one restless impulse to its briny
0SOML.

By the aid of the glass, Church or
Antelope and other mountain islands
could be distinetly seen, rearing their
towering crests far above the silver bor-
der at their base, their sloping sides
enrobed in the greenest of all green coy-
ering. Standing there,aslone sentinels
in the midst of this waste of waters, they
possess a wondrous beauty, as a recom-
pense for their utter isolation. But
now—on this bright aqring morn, when
earth puts on her loveliest garments—is
the time to view them; and to carry

away with you a pleasing remembrance.

You do not want to view them in the
fall or winter, when the green hue has
given place to the dusky brown, or
parched and glinting gray. Then their
rock-crowned summits are wreathed in
snow, which falls in fleecy folds and life-
chilling shrouds far down their cold gray
sides.

Away beyond these islands rise the
white-crested Wahsateh mountains, and
we think that we can pick out the curve
in their brown sides where nestles Salt
Lake City, secure and beautiful in her
mountain fastness, Far away to the
southward the range blends with the
gky and water, and the dim, indistinct
lines of green, brown and silver blend
in one, while above them the clear blue
of the mighty dome seems to float and
3uiver for a space, and then sweeps

own to join them, blending with them
in one waving mass of vanishin g color,
which slowly recedes in the dim dis-
tance until the eye can follow its course
no farther, Turn now to the left, and
there, sweeping far up behind Promon-

| try Point is the northwestern arm of the

lake, Monument bay. That long, green
line is Monument Point, throwing its
Jong ridge far out into the bosom of the
lake, as though it would span the waters
with a carpet of green. Away to the
west, Pilot Knob rears itscrest of rocks
from out the center of the great Ameri-
can Desert. Do not look longer in that
direction—all is desolation; only a bar-
ren plain, and hard, gray rocks, and
glinting beds of alkali meet the vision.
One more view to the north, one look
at the lines of green hills and greener
slopes which sweep down toward the
sandy, sage clad plateau on whigh stands
the station ; another and last .ook at the
plucid lake, and now, cooled and refresh-
ed by the mountain breeze, we pluck a
tiny moes bell from the cleft in the high-
est rock, and then descend the rugged
mountain. We have seen BSalt Lake
from the most commanding point of
view, and now we are better able to
understand its shape and comprehend
its dimensions, which are 126 miles in
length by 456 in width. The principal
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islands are Antelope (15 miles long), ]

Sheep’s, Hot, Stansbury, Carrington
and Egg. They possess many charming
summer retreats, many natural bathing
places, where the gravelly bays intrude
among the grass.covered points and hil-
locks, The water is so buoyant that it
is difficult for the bather tosink therein.
The lake has no outlet for the waters
continually pouring into it from DBear,
Jordon, Weber and other rivers. Eva-
poration absorbs the vast_volume, but it
is a noticeable fact, and one worthy of
consideration, that since the settlements
“have been made in the Territory, and
* the bosom of the earth has been turned
with the plow, rendering the barren
wastes blooming and productive, that
the waters of the lake have risen stead-
ily, and now are 12 feet higher than
they were 20 years ago. Iences, which
once enclosed fine meadow land, are
now just peering above the flood—
marking its steady encroachment on the
fertile bottom lands. The grand old
mountains bear unmistakable evidence
of the water's presence far up their
rocky sides. At what time the flonds
reached that altitude, or whether those
mountains were lifted from the present
level of the lake by voleanie action, and
carried these water lines with them, are
questions no one can answer. Savans
may give learned theories regarding
things they know nothing of; they may
demonstrate that Salt Lake is held in its
present position by immutable laws, but
they canpot desiroy the ocular evidence
that it is rising, slowly and steadily, and
has been so doing during the last 20
years.

COL. HUDNUT'S SURVEY,

On the west side of Promonto
Point, the line, known as Colonel Hud-
nut'’s survey of the Idaho and Oregon
branch of the U. P. R. R., crosses the
Central road, and passes north to Pilot
Springs; thence down Clear creek or
Raft river, to Snake river and along the
southern bank of this stream to Old’s
Ferry, thence across the country to
Umatilla, on the Columbia river. For

the entire distance between Promon-
tory and Raft river the country is un-
inviting, though not barren. From
thence the route passes through a
country abounding in fertile valleys
and bold mountains—the latter well-
wooded., There is plenty of wood and
other materials for building the pro-
posed road along the whole length of
the une. To the mouth of Raft river
from Promontory is about 100 miles.
The scenery along the line is varied,
from smiling, fertile valleys to lofty,
sirow-clad mountains. We will speak
only of the general characteristics of
the route and of one or two points of
remarkable interest. The main feature
of the Snake or Shoshone river isits
majestic cataracts. We will give a short
descriptivn of the river in which they
are found. The stream, sometimes
called Lewis river, is the south fork of
the Columbia, and was discovered by
Lewis, one of the earliest pioneers who
ventured westward of the Rocky Moun-
tains, in 1808. It rises in the Rocky
Mountains, near Fremont’s Peak, inthe
‘Wind River Range, which divides Ida-
ho and Dakotah Territories. The head
waters of the stream are Gros Ventre,
John Craig’s and Salt creeks, on the
south, with the outlets of Lyon's and
Barret's lakes, on the north. The gen-
eral course of the river from its source
to Big Bend, is northwest. At this
point, Henry's Fork, a large stream
flowing from the north, empties its wa-
ters into the main river, Thence the
course is southwesterly until the first
falls are reached, about 400 miles from
the river's source. These are called
the AMERICAN Farvs, and are very
fine, but do not present so sublime an
appearance as will be seen about 100
miles further down the river, where
will be found the

GREAT SHOSHONE FALLS,

Of which we give a short description.
The river here leaves the elevated
plains of Idaho by a series of caseades,
from 30 to 60 feet high, closing the
scene in one grand leap of 210 feet per-
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pendicular. The width of the river at
the point of taking the last leap isabout
700 feet. The form of the falls is circu-
lar, somewhat like those of the Niagara.
Before the river reaches the cascades it
runs between lofiy walls, which close
in around it, until but a narrow gorge
is left for the passage of the water 1,000
feet below the tops of the bluffs. The
most complete view of the falls is ob-
tained from Lookout Point, a narrow
spit of rocks which projects from the
main bluffs a short distance down the
stream from the falls. From this point
Eagle Rock rises before us, in the midst
of the rapids, and almost overhanging
the falls, fully 200 feet high; its pillar-
like top surmounted by an eagle’s nest,
where, year after year, the monarch of
the air has reared its young. Near the
center of the river are several islands,
covered with cedar, the largest one be-
ing called Ballard's Island. Two rocky
points, one on either side of the falls,
are called the Two Sentinels. Except-
ing in point of volume of water, the
falls will compare favorably with Ni-
agara.

From this point the river runs nearly
west until it reaches War Eagle Moun-
tains, about 800 miles from its source,
when it turns due north, following that
course for 150 miles, then bending again
to the west it unites with Clark’s river
forming the Columbia. Afier leaving
the last falls the country is less broken,
and the work of building the road
would be comparatively light for most
of the way. Should the U. P. R. R.
Co. build this branch, as proposed, the
trade of Oregon and Idaho would be
thrown open to the Esst by a much
shorter route than it now possesses.

‘We now resume our westward way,
taking up our line of travel gt Promon-
tory  Four miles west of the station
(near & gravel track on the north side)
can ba seen close to the road, on the
South Side, a sign-board, which reads,

“TEN MILES OF TRACK IN ONE DAY.”

Again, on the same side, ten miles fur-
ther west, snother with tha same in.

scription will appear. These boards
mark the track which was laid by the
track layers of the Central Pacific Com-
pany in one day, under the immediate
charge of J. 11',.1 Strowbridge, Supt. of
Construction, H. H. Minkler, track layer,
and Jumes Campbell, Esq., Sup.. of Di-
vigion, whoisnow Supt. of the Salt Lake
Division of the “ C. P.” at Ogden. This
undoubtedly is the most extraordinary
feat of the kind ever accomplished in
this or any other country.

WIIY IT WAS DONE.

During the building of the road a
great rivalry existed between the two
companies as to which coulds lay the
most track in one day. This rivalry
commenced early in the year 1868. The
“Union” laying six miles, soon after
the “Central” laid seven miles, and
then again the “ Union* seven and a
half miles. This the “ Central” men
did not like, and they announced that
they could lay ten miles in one day.
This coming to the ears of the *“ Union ”
men, Mr. Darant, Vice-President, offered
to bet $10,000 that it could not be done,
and the “ Central,” hearing it, resolved it
should be done, On the 29th day of April,
1869, when only fourteen miles of track
remained to be laid to meet the Union
at Promontory Point, and in the pre-
sence of Governor Stanford, Charles
Crocker, Esq., and many prominent
men from the East and California, and
a committee from the * Union ” to note
the progress, the work commenced.

HOW IT WAS DONE,

When the car loaded with rails came
tn the end of the track, the two outer
raila on either side were geized with
iron nippers, hauled forward off the car,
and laid on the ties by four men who
attended exclusively to this, Over these
railsthe car was pushed forward and the
process repeated. Behind these men
came a gang of men who half drove the
spikes and screwed onthe fish-plates. At
a ghort interval behind these, came a
gang of Chinamen who drove hinme the
spikes already inserted, and added the

it oae o
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rest. Behind these came a second squad
of Chinamen, two deep on each side of the
track. The inner men had ghovels, the
outer ones picks. Together, they bal-
lasted the track. The average rate of
speed at which all these processes were
carried on was one minute and 17
ceconds to every 240 feet of track lal
down!

MATERIAL REQUIRED.

Those unaequainted with the enor-
mous amount of material required to
build ten miles of railroad can learn
gomething from the following ficures.
It reqnires 2,585,000 cross ties, 8,520 iron
rails, 53,000 spiker, 7,040 fish-plates, and
14,080 bolte, the whole weighing
4,362,000 1bs. This material ia required
for a single track, exclusive of * turn-
outs.”

To bring this material forward and
place it in position, over 4,000 men,
hundreds of cars and wagons, were em-
ployed. Thediscipline acquired during
the four years since the commencement
of the road,enabled the force to begin at
the usual time in the morning, calm and
unexcited, and march steadily on to
“Vicrory,” as the place where they
rested at 130 P.M. was called (now
called Rozel), having laid eight miles of
track in siz hours. Here this great
‘ Central ” army must be fed, but Camp-
bell was equal to the requirements.
The eamp and water train was brought
up at the proper moment, and the whole
forece took dinner, including many dis-
tinguished guests. After the *“ lour
nooning,” the army was again on the
march, and at precisely 7 p.y. 10 miles
and 200 feet had been completed.

When this was completed, the
“Union"” Committes expressed their sa-
tisfaction and returned to their camp,
and Campbell sprang upon an engine
and ran it over the ten miles of track in
Jorty minutes. Thus demonstrating that
the work was well done.

Eight miles from Promontory we
pass

ROZEL.

Elevation, 4,588 feet. Unimporiant

station, fine view of lake on the south.
Eight miles more we pass

LAKE.

This is another unimportant station.

Elevation, 4,223. Five miles to
MONUMENT,

Also an unimportant station. Eleva-
tion, 4,223 feet., Here, many times, the
lake breeze sweeps by bearing the Leavy
alkaline and ealine odors peculiar to
this locality and peculiarly offensive to
invalids. Monument Point stretches
far out into the lake—a slim, tapering
promontory, covered with excellent
grass. Wae ghall not see much more of
the article for some time to come, for
we are fast nearing the Great Ameri-
can Desert; in fact, we are inclined to
think we have been in it for some time.
Descending a heavy grade we sweep
around the head of the western arm of
the lake, nearing and leaving its waters
for the last time.

KELTON;

or Indian Creek station, 17 miles further

west, Elevation, 4,222 feet. This is a
station of more importance than any
yet passed since leaving Promontory.
There are large water tanks by the road-
side, supplied from a spring in the foot-
hills some miles to the northward, The
Red Dome Mountaing show their seat-
tered gpurs to the north, and to the
southeast Pilot Knob or Peak can be
seen, lifting its rocky front far above the
desert.

From this station a daily line of
coaches leave on arrival of the cars for
Idaho and Oregon, and bear that title,
the Idaho and Oregon Stage line. The
route pagses through Idaho and the
eastern part of Oregon, connecting with
the steamers of the Oregon Steam Navi-
gation Company at Umatilla, on the
Columbia river., Through to Boise in
two days; Walla Walla, in four days ;
Portland, five and a half days.

About 23 miles to the northward, in
the gluches which pierce the mountaing
in every direction, large quantities of
telegraph poles are obtained, and wood
in abundance, with some good saw tim-

- il
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ber. About ten miles further in the
same direction, some silver and copper
mines have lately been discovered, which
are reported very rich. Before leaviag
this point, we will take a glance at the

BOISE COUNTRY,

To which the line of stages spoken of
couvey the adventurous passengers. It
liesin the southwestern portion of Idaho
Territory, bordering on Oregon. Ex-
tensive mines of gold have been worked
there for several years, and still continue
to attract much attention, as rich mines
of gold-bearing quartz have been discov-
ered and worked since the placer mines
have been partially exhausted. The
principal mining country isin that por-
tion generally ﬁesiguated as the Boise
Basin, which comprises a scope of coun-
trf about 150 miles north and south by
a length of about 200 miles. The Boise
mines lie north of the Snake or Shoshone
river. The principal streams in the
mining section are Boise river, Fayette
river, Wind creek, Moor's creek, and
Salmon river. Onthe last named stream
the miners have experienced considera-
ble annoyance from the Indians, who
have been exceedingly hostile.

The principal towns in this section
are Boise City, Idaho City, Esmeralda,
Centerville, and Bilver City.

BOISE CITY

Is the capital of the Territory, county
seat of A(Pa county. Population, about
6,000, The town site was surveyed July
7, 1863, and now contains about 450
buildings, a considerable portion of
which are of brick and stone. Prin-
cipal newspaper. the Statesman, tri-
weekly and weekly. The town is situ-
ated in a fine agricultural valley, about
two miles wide by fifty long. It is the
center of several stage routes, and also
of trade for a large section of country.
It is about 300 miles northwest of Salt
Lake City, 450 miles northeast of San
ll*‘rs(.}ncisco, 420 miles southeast of Port-
and.

IDAHO CITY

I8 the second city in size in the Territo-
ry, and lies 36 miles northeast of Boise
City, with which it is connected with
stage, and also with Umatilla, Oregon.
The World newspaper is published here,
semi-weekly

SILVER CITY.

A straggling city, covering about 80
acres, and containing about 2,000 inhab-
itants. The buildings are granite, with
the exception of a few, which are built
of wood. The Democrat, a weekly news-
paper, is published here.

e will now glance at the

OWYHEE MINES,

‘Which lie south of the Snake river and
‘War Eagle Mountains. This portion of
the mining belt of Idaho isnot as exten-
sive as the one just mentioned, and dif
fers from it in its ores, silver mines pre-
dominating. The principal water
courses of thissection are Owyheeriver,
the north and séuth forks of the same,
and the Jordan river. The grincipal
towns are Ruby City, Silver City, and
Boonville. These towns are connected
with Boise City by stage

‘We now return to the railroad. Leav-
ing Kelton, we find nothing to note un-
til we arrive at

MATLIN,

An unimportant station, 16 miles west
of Kelton, on the high lands, which
sweep out from the Red Dome Moun-
tains. Elevation, 4,630 feet. There the
Red Dome Mountains, low sandstone
ridges, sweep nearer down toward the
traclk, breaking the general monotony
of the scene. The road lies on the nor-
thern border of a vast waste, whereon
we see few signs of verdure. The sta-
tion is about midway from east to west
of the

GREAT AMERICAN DESERT,

‘Which extends over an area of about 60
miles square. Over this vast extent the
eye wanders in vain for some green ob-
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ject, some evidence that, in times gone
by, this waste supported animal lite or
will, eventually, in years to come. All
is desolate in the extreme; the bare beds
of alkali or wastes of gray sand alone
meet the vision, if we except now and
then, a rocky hill more barren than the
lains, if such a thing were possible.
videutly this desert was once the bed
of a saline lake, perhaps a portion of
the Great Salt Lakeitself. The sloping
plain sweeps off towards that body of
water, and, in places, bends down until
its thirsty sands are laved by the briny
flood. There are many evidences in
support of the theory, that it was once
covered by those waters, although much
higher than the present level of the lake.
The saline matter is plainly discernible
in many places, and along the red sand-
stone buttes, which mark its northern
border, the long line of water wash, so
distinetly seen at Ogden and other points
along the lake shore, can be distinctly
traced, and apparently on the same
level as the bench at those places. The
difference in the altitud® of the road is
plainly indicated by this line, for as we
journey westwargl, and the elevation of
the plateau increases, we find that the
water-wash line blends with the rising
ground and is seen no more.
For sixteen miles further we find no
marked change to note until

TERRACE STATION

Is reached. Elevation, 4,619 feet. The
company have here erected work shops
and a sixteen stall round-house. To the
northward, the hills which mark the
eatrance to the Thousand Spring Val-
ley, are plainl  seen, brown, bare and
uninviting. We pass on through the
same barren looking country until we
reach
BOVINE,

Eleven miles to the westward. Eleva-
tion, 4,346 feet.  But little of interest to
note, the face of the country remaining
about the same, though gradually im-
proving. Spots of bunch grass appear
at intervals, and the sage-brush seems to
have taken a new lease of life, indicating

a more congenial soil. 'We pass the sink
of Goose creek, and arrive at
LUCIN,

Thirteen miles west of the last station,
Elevation, 4,494 fect. At this point we
find water tanks, supplied by springs in
the hills at the outlet of

THOUSAND SPRING VALLEY,

Which lies to the north, just behind that
first bare ridge, one of the spurs of the
Humboldt Range, but a few miles distant,
The valley is about four miles wide, and
not far from 60 miles long, taking in its
windings from this point to where it
breaks over the divide into Humboldt
Valley. It is little better than one con-
tinual bog in the center—the water from
the numerous brackish springs found
there standing in pools over the surface.
There is good range or pasturage for
cattle in the valley and hills beyond.
The old emigrant road branches off at
or near the station, one road passing
through the valley, the other following
nearly the line of the railroad, until it
reaches the Humboldt »ie Humboldt
Wells. The outlet of the valley,

GOOSE CREEK,

Or, as it is sometimes called, Hot Spring
creek—a small stream which courses
the valley through its entire length—
sinks near by the station, rising and
sinking at intervals, untilit is lostin thﬁ
desert.

SURPRISE CREEK,

Which rises about 20 miles north, run-
ning between the ends of the Goose
Creck and Humboldt Ranges, unites with
the former stream a few miles north of
the road, but both combined do not fur-
nish water enough to make more than a
succession of pools, except in very wet
seasons, when, it is said, their united
waters reach Salt Lake—which is ex-
tremely doubtful, there being many
miles of sand between the sink and that
body of water.

We leave Utah Uerritory now, for
we shall be in the State of Nevada be-
fore we reach the next statioh.
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PILOT PEAK.

This remarkable landmark, which is
visible at various pointa along the divi-
sion, lies about 35 miles south of the
road, almoet opposite Tecoma station. It
is a lofty pile of rocks—the eastern ter-
minus of Pilot Mountains—rising about
2,500 feet above the barren sands. For
about half way from the base to the
summit, the gides are shelving piles of
ghattered rock, huge masses erushed to
atoms., Above that it rises perpendicu-
lar, the summit looking like some old
castle when peen at a distance ; from
Promontory Point, looking westward,
this vaet pile can be seen on a clear day,
a dark mass amid the blue haze which
bounds the western horizon. To the
emigrant it was a welcome landmark,
pointing his course to Humboldt Wells,
or Thousand Spring Valley, where he
was sure to find water and feed for his
weary teams, after crossing the barren
waste,

Ly

TECOMA.

Ten miles west of Lucin. Elevation,
4,812 feet. This has been an unimport-
ant signal station until recently, but the
discovery of rich silver, miles swith in
the mountains, has give it some promi-

nence. A new town has been la:d out °

at the mineg, called BukL, and a smelt-
ing farnace has been erected, that re-
port says have made some very good
runs on ore from the Buel mine. The
mountains are being thoroughly pros-
pected, and many locations made,
which it is claimed are very rich, The
new town containg several hundred
people, and prospects look favorable
for the future. Mines on the opposite
side of the mountain was discovered by
J. H. Roberts in June, 1869 ; both silver
and copper. The silver ore prospects
well, is argentiferous galena, and from
general indications the discoverer feels
assured of the existence of extensive and
valuable mines in the mountains near
by. The copper ores, it is reported,

OUR orders for the GUip® * come as the wind
comes when foreets are rended; come as the
waves come when navies are stranded.

are very fine, but will attract little atten-
tion at present. Indications of coal
mines have been found in the vicinity,
but no systematic effort has yet been
made to develop them.

On the north of the road, at the base
of the Goose Creek range, placer mines
have been found and slightly worked,
but the yield of gold was too small to
render them profitable, hence their aban-
donment.

Leaving Tecoma, we soon arrive at

MONTELLO,

Nine miles to the westward. Eleva-
tion 4,999 feet. The general aspect of
the country is changing with the in-
creasing  eclevation. V%e approach
nearer the long, rough ridge of the
Goose Creck Range, whose sides and
gulches afford pasturage and water at
intervals. We are leaving the barren
sands behind vs, and though the coun-
try is still uninviting it looks more ca-
pable of supporting animal life, during
a portion of the year.
LORAY.

Eight miles west of Montello, Ele-
vation, 5,555 feet. An unimportant
gtation. Eight miles beyond this point
we arrive at the end of Salt Lake Divi-
sion.

TOANO STATION,

And the commencement of Humboldt
Division, which extends to Winne
cea, 236 miles distant. Elevation,
feet. From Omaha, 1,214 miles; San-
Francisco, 700 miles. This isa regn-

lar eating station. Abao uildings
of all sorts compose It is
116 miles from Carlin, and is rally

located as regards mang mining districts
in eastern Nrevada, and will, doubtless,
be the diverging point from the rail-
road, for the following districts, viz.:
Egan Canon, Kinsley, Kern, Patterson,
Ely, Pahranagat and Deep Creek—all
of which are under rapid development,
A st line is now in operation from
this place to Egan Canon, a distance of
90 miles south, and will soon be ex-
tended to Ely District, 225 miles, where
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the celebrated Pioche mining company
is located. North to the mines about
Boise City, and Idaho City, Idaho, the
distance from this place is 100 and 220
miles, The company have a fourteen
stall round house, and repair shops at
this place.

Leaving Toano, we begin the ascent
of Cedar Pass, which divides the Desert
from Humboldt Valley. We find the
country more broken, but possessing
more vegetation, We have passed the
western line of the Desert, where, in
early days, the travel-worn emigrant
wearily toiled through the burning
sand, his journey unenlivened by the
sight of water or vegetation. One word
further, regarding this desert. The
term sand is generally applied, when
speaking of the soil of the barren wastes
which occur at intervals along the road.
With one or two exceptions it is a mis-
nomer, though it well applies to the
desert we have crossed. Most of the
gurface of this waste is sand, fine, hard
and gray, mixed with marine shells and
fossilized fragments of another age,
There is no evidence on which to
found a hope that this portion of the
country could be rendered subservient
to the use of man, consisting, as it does,
of beds of sands and alkali, overlaying
a heavy gravel deposit. Ages must
pass away before nature’s wondrous
changes shall render this desert fit for

bitation of man,
PEQUOP,

A signal station, 10 miles west of To-
ano. KElevation, 6,183 feet. Five miles
further on, we pass

- OTEGO,
A aigﬁ;ﬂ station. Five miles further on
and we arrive at
INDEPENDENCE.

Independence Springs, from which
the station derives it name, are near by,
and suppi{' the point with water.

Before leaving this station, we will
take a short look at a serics of valleys,
generally known as Ruby Valley, but
still bearing different names. e will
begin with

INDEPENDENCE VALLEY.

A small and unproductive division,
sloping to the southward from the rail-
road, which passes near its head, at
Independence Station. Independence
Spriugs, from which the valley derives
its name, is the only water found.

The soil is gravelly, and unsuitable
for farming, though it produces a fair
frop of bunch grass. The valley extends
0

CLOVER VALLEY,

A larger and more productive section of
really the same valley, which extends
into, and forms a part of

RUBY VALLEY.

And under this name we will consider
the three valleys— as they are all com-
bined. From Humboldt or Cedar Pass,
a spur, or rather a low range of hills
extends far to the southward.  About 70
or 80 miles south of the pass, the South
Fork of the Humboldt canyons through
this range, running to the north, west
and east of another range until it reaches
the main Humboldt at Gravelly Ford.
Although the range first mentioned after
having united with the western range
south of the South Fork, extends much
farther south, we will follow it only to
Fort Ruby, which issituated in the south
end ofthe valley, near to the South Fork.
From this fort to the pass is about 65
miles, which may be taken as the length
of the valley. The average width is 10
miles, from the western range men-
tioned to the foot-hills of Ruby Range,
which hems in the valley to the east. A
large portion of this valley is very pro-
ductive, and is occupied by settlers,
mostly discharged soldiers from Fort
Ruby. In the southeastern portion of
the valley is

RUBY AND FRANELIN LAKES,

Which are spoken of under the general
term of Ruby Lake,—for in high water
they are united, forming a brackish
sheet of water about 15 miles long b;

seven in width, which has no outlet. 1t
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is like Humboldt, Carson and Pyramid
lakes in the Truckee Desert—merely a
reservoir, where the floods accumulate
to evaporate in the drlv summer. The
old stage road, from Salt Lake to Austin,
crossed the foot of the the valley at Ruby
Station. About 20 miles east of the
Ruby Range, lies
GOSHOOT LAKE.

Another brackish pond with two small
tributaries and no outlet, rather wider
and about the same length as Ruby
Lake. About half-way between Goshoot
and the railroad, lies

SNOW LAKE,

A circular pond about five miles in
diameter. This pond possesses the same

eneral characteristics as the others.

ith the exception of the valleys around
these lakes and along the water-courses,
the country is very uninviting in ap-
pearance, being little better than a
desert.

RUBY MINES.

In the eastern or Ruby range of
mountains which border the wvalley,
very rich silver mines have been dis-
covered. They are southeast of the
valley, and distant about 40 miles from
Wells. Rock taken from the mines, and
assayed in San Francisco, showed from
$300 to $600 per ton. Other silver-bear-
ing lodes have been discovered in this
vicinity, and doubtless a large district
will be prospected.

We now return to the road, and pur-
sue our journey. Leaving Indepen-
dence, we find the country broken and
rolling until we arrive at

MOOR'S,

On the summit of Cedar Pass, and from
thence we shall have down grade for
many miles until we reach the desert
lying between the Humboldt and Truc-
kee rivers.

In general outline this pass resembles
a rather rough, broken plateau, bent
upward in the middle, forming a natural
road bed from the desert to the Hum-
boldt Valley. It was once covered with

| the

scrub cedar, which has been cut off for
wood. To the northward, considerable
wood is still obtained in the mountains,
About 15 miles to the north, a high,
craggy peak marks the point where
Thousand Spring Valley bends to the
southward, and from its divide slopes
down to the valley of the Humboldt.
Elevation, 6,118 feet. Two miles be-
yond this station, we arrive at

CEDAR,

A wood station, with an elevation of
5,978 feet. BSix miles west of Cedar, the
road has reached the head of a little
valley, green and inviting in appearance,
and the cars stop at

WELLS.

Elevation, 5,628 feet. Distance from
Sacramento, 525 miles. This is one of
the most noted points along the route—
one possessing much interest to the
tourist—though the station, of itself,
occupies at present only a secondary
position.

During the past fall and winter, some
rich mineral discoveries have been made
about 35 or 40 miles southeast of Wells,
east of Clover Valley, and the Johnson
& Latham Mining District has been or-
ganized. The veins are reported large
and well defined, and rich in silver,
copper and lead ; also, large deposits of
iron ore have been found. The district
is well supplied with wood and water
and easy of access from the railmad*
new stage line has just been establi
by Woodruff & Ennor to the above-
named district, and extending 100 miles
south to Shellburn, near the old Over-
land Stage Road, in the Shellcreek
mining distriet.

The chief point of interest around the
station is the celebrated

HUMBOLDT WELLS,

Around which the emigrants used to
camp while they recruited their teams
after their hard journey across the des-
ert. They are situated in the midst ofa
beautiful meadow or valley, which from
this point slopes away until it joins with
Tumboldt or main valley. The




CROFUTT'S TRANS-CONTINENTAL TOURIST'S GUIDE.

129

springs, or wellg, about twenty in num-
ber, are scattered over this little valley;
one, from which the company obtain
their supply of water, being within 200
yards cf the road, and about that dis-
tance west of the station. A house has
been built over it, and the water is
raised into the tanks by means of an
engine.

These wells would hardly be noticed
by the traveler unless his attention was
called to them. Nothing marks their
presence except the circle of rank grass
around them., When standing on the
bank of one of these curious springs,
you look on a still surface of water, per-
haps six or seven feet across, and nearly
round. No current disturbs it; it resem-
bles a well more than a natural spring,
and you look around to see the dirt
which was taken therefrom when the
well was duz. The water, which is
slightly brackish, rises to the surface,
seeping off through the lonse, sandy-
loam soil of the valley. No bottom has
been found to these wells, and they have
been sounded to a great depth. Un-
doubtediy they are the craters of vol-
canoes, long since extinet, but which,
at one time, threw up this vast body of
lava, of which the soil of Cedar Pass is
largely composed. The whole face of
the country bears evidence of the
mighty change which has been takin
place for centuries, Lava, in hard,
rough blocks; lava decomposed and
‘powdered ; huge blocks of granite and
sandstone in the foot-hills, broken, shat-
tered and thrown around in wild con-
fusion, are some of the signs indicative
of an age when desolation reigned su-
preme.

THE VALLEY.

The valley in which the wells are
situated is about five miles long by three
wide, covered with a luxuriant growth of
grass. [t is excellent farming land, ea-
pable of producing luxuriant erops of
vegetables, grain or grass. The low hills
afford an extensive “ range” and good
gémzi ag. Thetransition from the parched

esert and barren upland, to these green

and well-watered valleys is so sudden,
that it seems like the work of magic.
One moment in the midst of desolation,
the next in the midst of the green val-
leys, redolent with the aroma of the
countless flowers which deck their
breasts.

Leaving Humboldt Wells, we pro-
ceed down the valley for a few miles,
when we enter the main

VALLEY OF THE HUMBOLDT.

This is one of the richest agricultural
and grazing valleys to be found in the
State.  As grazing land, it is unrivaled,
and for agricultural purposes it is all
that could be asked. Deep, black, loam
soil, moist enough forall purposes with-
out irrigation, covers the valley from 15
inches to two feet deep. This portion
of the Humboldt valley of which we are
speaking, extends for about 80 miles in
length, with an average width of ten
miles, nearly every acre included there-
in being of the quality described. From
Osino canyon to the head waters of the
valley it is unoceupied, with the excep-
tion of a few settlers who have taken up
hay ranches below Halleck. The river
abounds in fish and the foot-hills in deer -
and other game.

THE HIUMBOLDT RIVER.

This stream rises in the Humboldt
Mountains, northwest of Cedar Pass,
The gencral course of the river is west-
erly for about 250 miles, when it bends
to the south, emptying into Humboldt
Lake, about 50 miles from the Big Bend.
It is a rapid stream for most of the dis-
tance, possessing few fords or convenient
Placca for crossing. The railroad fol-
ows down its northern bank until
reaches 12 mile canon, about 16 milcs
west of Carlin. Here it crosses to the
south side of the river and continues
about 170 miles, when it crosses again
and leaves the river, skirting the foot-
hills in full view of the river and lake.

The main stream has many varieties
of fish, and at certain seasons of the
year its waters are a great resort for
wild ducks and geese. Where it enters
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the lake, the volume of water is much
less than it is 100 miles above, owing 10
the aridity of the soil through which it
passes. f the valleys bordering it, we
shall speak separately, as each division
is totally distinet in its general features.
The “old emigrant road” can be dis-
tinetly traced along the river from its
head to its source.

‘We now commence our journey down
the stream, beginning at

TULASCO,

A signal station, seven miles west of
the Wells. Elevation, 5,482 feet. Pass-
ing on, we enter and cross

BISHOP'S VALLEY,

Which unites with the main valley of
the Humboldt near this point; is about
60 miles long, with an average width of
five miles, well-watered and very fertile.
BISHOP'S CREEK,
‘Which winds through the valley, is a
narrow, deep stream, abounding in
many varieties of fish, among which
are trout of an excellent quality. It
rises about 70 miles to the northeast, in
a spur of the Humboldt Mountains,
near Humboldt canyon. The hills
from which it rises are well-wooded,
and abound in deer, bear, and smaller
game. Crossing the creck on a Howe
truss bridge, we pass on some six miles
and come to the upper crossing of the
Humboldt river, over a Howe truss
bridge, and soon we arrive at
DEETH,

Thirteen miles west of Tulasco, a wood
station. Elevation, 5,340 feet. We
pass on down the valley for twelve
miles, when we reach
HALLECK,
Elevation, 5,227 feet. A freight station.
At this point Government stores are
lefy for
FORT HALLECE,

A military station on the opposite side
of the river. Brevet Brig.-Gen. J. L.

Gregg, Colonel 8th Cavalry, command-
ing post; R. M. O'Reilly, Assistant Sur-

geon U. 8. A, Post Surgeon, The gar-
rison consists of company H, 8th Cav.,
and company I, 12th Infantry. At the
time of writing, an order is issued to
exchange-the 8th Cavalry with the 8d
Cavalry, now in New I&Fexico, but the
precise distribution of the companies
we are unable to learn before going to
press with our book. At the foot of
the mountain, about twelve miles dis-
tant from the station, can be seen some
settlers’ buildinﬁs, which are situated
on the road to the post. The military
post is hid from view by the intervening
hills. It is situated on an elevated pla-
tean, which lies partially bebind the
first range, debouching thence in along
upland, which extends some disiance
down the river, The valleys which lie
among the hills, as well as this upland,
are settled, and have proved very pro-
ductive. Wheat, barley and vegetables
are extensively cultivated, and a ready
market is found along the railroad for
the surplus cm];).

Leaving Halleck, we continue down
the valley four miles, when wearrive at

PEKO.

This station bhas nothing of interest
attached to it. Elevation, 5,204 feet.
Just after leaving the station we cross
the

NORTH FORK

Ofthe Humboldt ona Howe truss bridge.
This river, where it unites with tne
main stream, is about of equal size, per-
haps larger. It rises about 100 miles to
the north and receives as tributaries
many small creeks and rivulets. The
main stream is well stocked with vari-
ous kinds of fish ; and in the tributaries,
trout of a fine quality are found in
abundance.

THE VALLEY

Is from five to seven miles wide and
covered with a heavy growth of grass
The quality of the soil js similarto that
of the main valley, and, like that, is sus-
ceptible of a high state of cultivation.
Wheat, barley, and vegetables of al
> nds would yield handsome returns,

.

=
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The geasons are long enough, and the
absence of early and late frosts would
secure a matured crop. Around the
head of this valley are many smaller
ones, each tributary stream having its
own separate body of valley land. Some
are perfect gems, nestled among the
hills and almost surrounded by timber.
Here game in abundance is found, quail,
grouse, hare, deer and bear, and, some-
times, & “ mountain lion.” The tourist,
angler, and hunter will find enough to
oceupy them pleasantly for a short stay
should they choose to visit this region.
The main and smaller valleys are un-
settled and unclaimed, excepting that
portion owned by the railroad company.

One remark more, which will apply
to all the valleys named. As a range
for stock they have no superior west of
the Rocky Mountains. The winters
are mild, snow rarely falling sufficiently
deep to render it necessary to feed the
atock. Wild cattle are found in the
valleys and among the hills, which have
never received any attention or care.
If stock-raisers would turn their atten-
tion to this loeality they would find a
large field open to & remunerative enter-
prise. The range is not confined to the
valley aione, the foot-hills and even the
mountain sides produce the bunch-grass
in profusion. .erever the sage-brush
grows rank, on the hill sides, the bunch-
grass thrives equally as well.

We will now return.to Peko, and
continue down the wvalley of the main
stream. Ten miles beyond the last sta-
tion we arrive at

0SINO,
A gignal station at the head of

OBINO CANYON.

Here the valley suddenly ends. The
northern range of the mountains sweep-
ing down to the river bank, which now
assumes a tortuous course, seeming to
double back on itself in places, com-
pletely bewildering the traveler. Across
the river the high peaks of tha oppo-
site chain rige clear and bold from the
valley, contrasting strongly with the

black, broken masses of ghattered
mountains among which we are wind-
ing in and out, seemingly, in an endless

_labyrinth. Now we wind around a high

point, the rail lying close to the river’s
brink, and next we cross a little valley
with the water washing against the op-
posite bluffs, half a mile away. A dense
mass of wiliow covers the bottom lands,
through which the river wanders as
though it had neither the desire or abil-
ity to escape from its imprisonment.
Around another rocky point, and we are
in a wider portion of the canyon, with
an oceasional strip of valley land in view,
when suddenly we emerge into a beau-
tiful valley, across which we speed—the
road curving around to the right—and
soon the intervening distance is passed,
and the long train stops at
ELKO

Elevation 5,065 f-ct. From Omaha,
1,307 miles; from San Fraocisco, 607.
Eiko is a regular eating station for all
trains from the East and West. A good
meal can be had for $1 curreney, or 75
cents coin. It is the county-seat of
Elko County, By the census ot 1870, it
contained 1,160 population. The town
formerly corsisted of wood and canvas
houges—though the latier class is ra-
pidly being replaced by sumething more
substantial. During the last year the
town has improved materially. A con-
siderable amount of freight is shipped
from here to the mines gonthward to
Railroad Distriet and the White Pine
cruntry. The stage lines for Hamilton
in the White Pine mining district
have been withdrawn, and now run
from Palisade Siation. The line to
Railroad Distriet, 23 miles distant, runs
regularly ; also the live north to Moun-
tain City, in Cope District—distance,
80 miles; time, 20 hours; fare, $20.
The faet of the removal of the stage
line to Hamilion has waked up the
Elkoites on the railroad guestion, and
a company called the *“Easiern Ne-
vada Narrow Gange Railroad Com-
pany”’ has been formed, who have sur-
veyed a line to run via South Humboldt
River, Smith’s Creek, Huntington Creek,
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to & point near Jacob's Well, on the old
Overland Stage road, thence via Gib-
sm’s YValley to Hamilton, W hite Pine
District, Nevada ; distance, 12415 miles,
The Nevada State Legislature has
granted a conditional subsidy of $150,000
to aid the road.
HILL BEACHY.

At this point we met with the old
stage pioneer of the West, though he is
not an old man by any means. He looks
every inch the pioneer and rambling,
restless, Western stage man. The In-
dians, among whom he has been running
his stages.for years, call him ** bad medi-
cine,” and keep out of his way most of
the time. We asked of Mr. Beachy what
state he claimed as his home. * Well,
said he, *“ I don't know. You see, I was
born in Pennsylvania, and when I was ten
years old I ran away and went to Ohio,
and since then I have not lived anywhere.
I have been on this coast as long as any
of them, so [ suppose I belong here”
“You established stage lines through
this section when you had troublesome
times with the Indians, did you not %’
“0yes. We had to fight our way at
first; now they are quiet.” * You made
friends with them, didn’t you?" * Made
JSriends! Why yes; we made friends
with them. We made them such large
presents of lead, that they could not
pack it away, and it has kept them busy
watching their treasures ever since.
That, sir, is the only way to make friends
with these varmints. One parc of a
band will be talking peace with you,
while the remainder will run off your
stock; them when they have you at
their mercy, your friendly part of the
gang will lift your scalps. O yes| I
believe in the friendship of the Indians
—I do!” and he turned away to give
directions to his agent.

The town presents a very active, busi-
ness-like appearance, strongly reminding
one of the flourishing mining towns in
the early times of California. Occa-
sivnally we see a long train of mules
“paked” with huge loads of merchan-
dise for mining regions where freight
cannot be conveyed on wagons. The

amount of freight reshipped at this
point—the total value of goods sold here
by the leading houses, during a day or
week—would astonish the denizens of
many older and better regulated towuns.
The appearance of the main streets of
ilko reminds us of the early days of
Sacramento, when the “ prairie schoo-
ner” was the only means of transport-
ing heavy freight to the inines. [See
Ilnstration. ]

The Elko Independent, Democratie, a
weekly newspaper, is the only one pub-
lished lhere at present.

WARM BPRINGS.

Neax town, are the warm springs,
which are now attracting much atten-
tion. A haek plies between the hotel
and the springs, making regular trips
for the accommodation of visitors. The
medicinal qualities of the water is highly
spoken of.

MINES AROUND ELEO.

Valuable silver mines exist in Cope
District, about eighty miles due north of
Elko. From the mines to Silver City,
Idaho Territory, is about 70 miles,

It lies north of the headwaters of the
North Fork of the Humboldt, bordering
on the Owyhee country, The section is
is well watered by rapid mountain
streams, abounding in trout. The pro-
spectors located several mill-sites near
the mines, expecting to occupy them
with mining mills at no very distant
period, and two quartz mills are already
in active operation. The rock from
several lodes was packed on mules to
Elko by the first prospectors, and from
thence it was sent to San Franciseo,
and worked in a Hepworth pan, yield-
ing at the rate of from $300 to $1,000
per ton. The results of this test had
the effect to start more prospectors in
that direction, and to insure the thor-
ough prospecting and development of
the mines already discovered, which now
yield very rich and bid fair to prove
exceedingly remuneratlve.

Other mines have been discovered and
are now succeasfully worked.

——
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There are other mineral-bearing dis-
tricts which must necessarily become
tributary to Elko. The Ruby Range
and the range bordering the South Fork
of the Humboldt possess mineral, and in
geveral places good prospects have been
obtained, and promising lodes located.
It is evident that a large and rich mining
section will be opened up ere long, of
which Elke will remain the central
point.

THE VALLEY

of the Humboldt, from the mouth of
QOsino canyon to the head of Five Mile
canyon, cannot be ranked as among the
best of the Humboldt bottom lands,
though it is susceptible of cultivation to
a considerable degree. But a narrow
strip is meadow, the remainder being
higher, gravelly land, covered with sage-
brush and bunch grass. Without irriga-
tion it is useless for agricultural pur-

When the “ Narrow Gauge” is com-
pleted, freight and passengers will leave
this place once more for

WHITE PINE.

We will take a hasty look at that
famous country, which now is attracting
such general attention. The district lies
due south of Elko, distant about 125
miles by one route, 130 by the other. It
is nearly due east of Virginia City and
Gold Hill, where the first gilver mining
excitement occurred on the Pacific slope,
and by many is supposed to be on the
same range which produced the Com-
stock and other famous lodes. Possibly
such is the case, though “ranges” have
been terribly shaken about in this sec-
tion of our commonwealth. Among the
chief mines located and worked around
Hamilton and Treasure City, are the
Eberhardt, California, Hidden Treasure,
Lady Bryan, Chloride Flat Co.’s mines,
Silver Star, Yellow Jacket, and many
others.

Several miles are in active operation,
and more are being put up or on their

way thither. Water and wood are
scarce, the former especially so, the
chief supply being obtained from wells.

The altitude of the country renders it
very unpleasant to new-comers, especially
if their lungs are weak.

The Eberhardt mine, which first aw-
tracted attention to this locality, was
dizcovered in '66, but the great stampede
of miners and speculators to that quarter
did not 1ake place until the winter and
gpring of '68  As far as prospected, the
veins, in a majority of cases, are not reg-
ular, being broken and turned in every
direction. Some are Hat, others dip ata
regular angle and have solid walls.  The
Buse Metal Range in this vicinity is at-
tracling considerable attention at this
time, and large numbers of smelting fur-
naces are being erected to reduce the ores
into base bullion for shipment.

About four hundred people were at
work in this district in February, '69,
and now the population is estimated at
15,000. To give any correct idea of the
magnitude of the mines or the appear-
ance of the country, is out of the ques
tion.

THEASURE HILL,

on which stande Treasure City, is appar
ently one mass of ore, judging from the
175 claims which are located thereon. It
is an isolated peak about 4,000 feet from
base to summit, and 9,265 feet above the
level of the sea. Along the eastern and
western base of the Aill, mountain ranges
stretch away until they unite and form
one chain on the north, but south of
Treasure Hill they remain separated for

about twelve miles, when they break"

away and leave a broad valley lying be-
tween them. These ranges, the Diamond
and White Pine, are portioned off into
mining districts, where many valuable
mines have been located. The assays
from the various lodes are highly flatter-
ing to the owners, but, in general, these
assays are poor guarantees of what the
rock will yield when worked by mill pro-
cess. We remember when a friend of
ours had an assay made of some rock in
Gold Hill, when assays from new mines
were of daily occurrence. The result was
highly encouraging, the rock assaying a
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trifie more in silver per ton than it
would weigh if solid metal, beside $39.10
in gold. Considering that the specimen
assayed was a fragment of a grindstone,
the effort of the assayer was terrific

The principal towns in the new dis-
trict are Hamilton, Treasure City, s~1
Shermantown.

TREASURE CITY,
The principal town, containing a popu-
lation of about 3,000. It is situated on
Treasure Hill, two and a half miles from
Hamilton, in latitude 89 deg. 14 min.
8.8 sec., longitude, 115 deg. 27 min.
47 sec. It .. 120 miles in a southerly
direetion from Elko, and 300 milos west-
erly from Salt Lake, Principi hotel,
the International.

HAMILTON CITY,
The county seat of White Pine, is sit-
uated at the base of Treasure Hill. It
contains about 4,000 inhabitants, and is
a lively, growing city. Principal hotel,
Elbridge%'gnse.

The White Pine News, daily, and the
Inland Empire, a daily journal, is pub-
lished at this place, both live news.
papers.

SHERMANTOWN,

A rapidly improving mining town, where
are located a Jarge number of smelting
furnaces, engaged reducing .the base sil-
ver metal into bars of base bullion, for
shipment to furnaces in the east or west,
where they have better facilities for sav-
ing more of the metal. This Base Metal
Range is very extensive, and from the
sheltered situation of Shermantown, it
must be the centre of an immense busi-
ness, Instead of 20 furnaces, there is
work for hundreds. The town contains
from 1,500 to 2,000 inhabitants.

The Shermantown Telegraph is pub-
lished here.

THE GREAT CAVE,
Of eastern Nevada lies about eighty-five
miles to the southwest of White Pine.
It is situated in vne of the low foot-hills
of the Shell Creek Range, which extends
for about two miles into a branch of
Bieptue valley. The ridgs is low, not

over 60 or 65 feet high, and presents no
indications which would lead one te
suspect that it guarded the entrance to
an immense cavern. The entrance to
the cave would hardly be noticed by
travelers, it being very low and par-
tially obscured. A rock archway, small
and dark, admits the explorer, who
must pass along a low passage for about
20 feet, when it gradually widens out,
with a corresponding elevation of roof.
Many of the chambers discovered are of
great gize ; one, called the dancing hall,
being abont seventy by ninety feet.
The roof is about forty feet from the
floor, which is covered with fine gray
sand. Opening into this chamber are
several smaller ones, and, near by, a
clear, cold spring of excellent water
gushes forth from the rock. Further on
are more chamnbers, the walle of which
are covered with stalactites of varied
styles of beauty. Stalagmites are found
on the floors in great numbers. It is
not known how far this cave extends,
but it has been explored for 4,000 feet,
when a deep chasm prevented further
exploration.

The Indians in this vieinity have a
curious fear of this place, and cannot be
tempted to venture any distance within
its haunted recesses. They have a legend
that “heap” Indians went in once E)E; a
long way and none ever returned. But
one who ventured in many moons ;
was lucky emough to escape, with the
loss of those who accompanied him, and
he is now styled “ Cave Indian.” Aec-
cording to the legend, he ventured in
with some of his tribe, and traveled un-
til he came to a beautiful stream of
water, where dwelt a great many In-
dians, who had small ponies and beauti-
ful squaws. Though urged to stay with
this people, ““ Cave” preferred to return
to sunlight. Watcbing his chances when
all were asleep, he stole away, and, after
great suffering, succeeded in reaching
the mouth of the cave, but his people
still live in the bowels of the earth.

The Indians firmly believe the story,
and will not venture within the darkness.
Another story is current among the peo-
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Ejla whe live near by, which is, that the
ormons were once possessors of this
cave, and at the time when they had
the rupture with the United States
Goevernment used it as a hiding place
for the plate and treasures of the Church
and the valuables of the Mormon elders.
The existence of the eave was not known
to the whites, unless the Mormons knew
of it, until '66.

Before returning to the Railroad, let
us make a few remarks regarding the
mining features about the country at
which we have been glancing. In the
latter part of the summer of 1858, a party
of prospectors from Mariposa in (‘ali
fornia crossed the Sierra Nevuds moun-
tains via Yo Semite to Mono Lake, then
in Utah, but now in that part of the
conntry, set off to form Nevada. For
three years the party worked placer
mines and other gold along the various
canyons and gulehies extending eastward
from the Sierras, which led others to
continue prospecting, further north, and
who discovered Comstock Ledge. Other
prospectors followed, and the discovery
of rich veins in Lander, Esmeralda, Nye
and Humboldt counties, and in the ad-
joining territory of Idaho, was the re-
sult. The great “ unexplored desert”
on the map was avoided until 1865 and
1866, when parties began to branch out
and discover the rich argentiferous quartz
and fine timber land extending along a
geries of parallel valleys from the Hum-
boldt to the Colorado river. Several
New York companies became interested
ijn these discoveries, and erected a
20 Stamp Mill at Newark, 22 miles
north of where Treasure City now
ptands, to work veins in the Diamond
range. Across the valley opposite New-
ark, White Pine mountain rises 10,285
feet. Here the ‘“Monte Christo” mill
was erected, at which a Shoshone Indian
came one day with a specimen of better
“nappias ” than had yet been discovered,
and, by his guidance, the rich mines
discovered at Treasure Hill, and the
“ Hidden Treasure” mine were located
and recorded, on the 14th of September,
1867. But aside from the produoction

| grows

of mineral, along these meuntain ranges,
another source of wenlth exisis in the
valleys extending through Nevada and
Utah. We refer to that brawch of
business which has been gradually in-
creaging, one which will bring a large
revenue to the settlers along these
valleys, in stock-raising. Bunch grass
in abundance, and cattle are
easily wintered and fattened, finding
a ready market in the mining districts
and westward to Sacramento and San
Francisco.

Passing down the valley from Elko,
dotted with the hamlets of the rancher,
for ubout nine wmiles, we come opposite

TIHE BOUTH FORK

Of the Humboldt. This stream rises
about 100 miles to the southeast. It
canyons through Ruby Mountaing, and
then follows down the eastern side of
one of the numerous ranges, which,
under the general name of the Hum-
boldt Mountains, intersect the country.

THE VALLEY.

For portions of the distance, there is
fine valley land along the stream, rang-
ing from one to seven miles wide. Taken
a8 a body, it is inferior to either the
main or the North Fork valleys, still
much good grazing land csn be obtained,
a8 well as land adapted to enltivation.

MULEEN,

An unimportant side-track, 12 miles from
Elko. Elevation, 4981 fect. Leaving
Moleen, we find the valley widening,
and with a changed appearance. The
meadow lands are broad and green, ex-
tending over most of the valley ; on the
right, the bluffs are high, and covered
with luxuriant bunch grass. Soon we
arrive at

FIVE MILE CANYON.

Through this canyon the river rums
quite rapidly. Its clear waters spark-
ling in the sunlight as they epeed along.
The narrow strip of ‘meadow lands is al
times almost crowded out by the low
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hills, which creep down to the water's
edge.

The scenery along this canyon is hard-
ly surpassed by the bold and varied pan-
orama presented to our view along the
base of the snow-capped mountains,
throngh which the river and railroad
have forced their way. Soon after enter-
ing the canyon, we pass several isolated
towers of conglomerate rock, towering to
the height of nearly 200 feet. Leaving
this canyon, we ﬁndv

SUSAN VALLEY,

Another strip of good farming land, about
20 miles long b{ four wide, bordering the
East Fork of Maggie’s Creek. Among
the foot-hills of the Owyhee Range are
many beautiful, fertile valleys, well
watered by mountain streams, waiting
only the advent of the settler to trans
form them into productive farms. Tim-
ber is plenty in the ravines and on the
hi]l-sides, sufficient for the wants of a
large population.
assing on, we cross

MAGOIE'S CREEE,

‘Which empties into the Humboldt about
one mile above Carlin. This stream is
named for a beautiful Scotch girl, whose
parents stayed here for a time, while “re-
cruiting their stock,” in the old times
when the early emigrants toiled up the
river. It rises in the Owyhee Mountains,
about 80 miles to the northward.

The valley through which the stream
flows is from three to five miles wide and
very fertile. It extends to the base of
the mountains, about 70 miles, and is
unsettled. Judge Prescott has surveyed
and located a toll road, vie this valley to
Idaho Territory. The stream affords ex-
cellent trout fishing, and game of various
kinds abound on the hills bordering the
valley.

CARLIN,
Eleven miles west from Moleen. Eleva-
tion, 4903 feet. Distance from Omaha,
1,330 miles; from San Francisco, 584
miles. The town is mmpoﬁed of adobe,
wood and canvas buildings, and contains

about 900 inhabitants. It has several
hotels and eating-houses, chief of which
is the Railroad House, before which the
trains stop. Road completed to this
point, Deec. 20th, 1868. The company
have located the offices of Humboldt Di
vision here. Also,

DIVISION WOREKSHOPS

At this place. They are built of wood
and consist of a round-house, machine,
car, and blacksmith shop. The round-
house has 16 stalls. The machine shop
is 82 by 130, car shop 60 by 140, and
blacksmith shop 40 by 69 feet.

The surrounding country is bountifully
supplied with wood and water, and con-
nected with Carlin by a good wagon road
of easy grade.

LINES OF TRAVEL.

A line of six-horse stages Las been es-
tablished by Meesrs. Payne & Palwer,
running to Ruilroad District, Mineral
Hill, and Eureka, connecting there with
stages for Hamilton and Austin. The
route crosses the river about one mile
west of Carlin, upon & good, substantial
bridge, and through a natural passinto
PIxE VALLEY ; is favorably located, not
only on account of the absence of low,
alkali soil, but on account of the abund-
ance of grassand water found along the
Toute.

This valley is about 40 miles long by
seven wide; is good agricultural land,
well watered by Pine creek, a never-fail-
ing stream, which traverses its entire
length. Along this stream, and on the
surrounding Lills, vast quantities of wood
are obtained for the use of the road.

Proceeding up the valley 30 miles, at
the first station, the road crosses SBulphur
Range, by Berry’s Pass, a low break in
the hills ; and about 10 miles beyond the
first station, the road enters

DIAMOND VALLEY.
This valley is about 40 miles in length.

“CorraL " (Spanish).—A pen made of p.sts
get on end in the ground cluse together, and
fastened with raw-hide thongs, or by wagons
drawn in a eircle forming on enclosure,
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Its greatest width is about '0 miles. It
is watered by numerous mountain
springs, but has no running streams,
and affords excellent grazing. The road
runs diagonally across the valley until it
reaches the base of Diamond Range, at
Treffern’s station, on the old stage road
(o Austin to Hamilton. Thence the
tsaa proceeds up Simpson’s creek, cross-
ing Diamond Range, and follows down
Pinto creek, enters Gillson’s valley at
Pinto station; thence by the Pancake
road to Hamilton.

The road from here north, up the val-
ley of Maggie's creek, is now open, and
arrangements are completed for the es-
tablishment of a line of stages from this
place to Independence Valley, Bull Run
and Cope, extending on to Idaho. This
will make those promising mining locali-
ties easy of access from the railroad ; and
there has already, quite a quantity of
lgmbelr and dother ma.terinll fgr wo(riking
the placer “diggings,” in Inde ence
anlgy, gone foﬁ%vjard this seaaor?.en

MINES.

Carlin claims her share in the trade of
the Goose Creek Mining District, which
will be reached by the toll-road uﬁu Mag-

ie’'s creek, before mentioned. By the
hite Pine road the mines of Sulphur
Range, Ruby Range and Diamond Ran
are brought in cloge connection with the
town. The White Pine District will also
be open to trade, which will give this
place an equal standing with Elko, in
point of freight and travel, to and from
these mines.

Several new mining districts have been
organized south of here, the past season,
among which are the Eureka, Sprin
Valley, Newark, Mineral Hill and Rail-
road Districts; some of which, in extent
and richness, bid fair to surpass even
those of White Pine. Rail District,
the last organized, is only about 15 miles
south of Carlin, and abounds in rich and
extensive veins of silver, copper and ga-
lena ores,as well a8 of iron. One smelt-
ing furnace is nearly completed, and ar-
rangements have been made to erect

others in the district as soon as possible.
There are extensive veins which are rich
in galena and silver, and parties who are
best informed upon the subject are san-
%Lu;]ne that the yield of bags bullion from
this district, the coming season, will be
very large. Mineral Hill District, 40
miles south of Carlin,was discovered July,
1869, since which time considerable quan-
tities of ore have been sent to Austin and
other points for reduction, yielding from
$300 to $600 per ton in silver. Arrange-
ments are nearly completed for the erec-
tion of two quartz mills in this district,
early this spring. The village of Mineral
Hill now contains nearly 500 inhabitants,
z‘i:th hotels, express offices, assay office,

‘While such developments and industry
have been vigible south of here, the rich
mineral country lying north, and extend-
ing to the waters of the Owyhee, has not
been entirely neglected, and has reward-
ed the labors of the sturdy * prospector ”
by the discoveries of rich placer gold
mines, and veins of rich silver ores. The
placer gold mines of Independence Valley
are some 60 miles north of here, while
the silver mining districts of Bull Run
and Cope are from 75 to 80 miles distant.
These districts are already attracting the
attention of experienced miners and cap-
italists, and will, no doubt, richly reward
judicious investments in, and practical
working of, them, the coming season.

MARY'S CREEK

This is a little creek which rises three
miles north of Carlin, entering the Hum-
boldt river at that point. It rises in a
beautiful lakelet, nestled among the hills
and bordered by a narrow slip of fine
valley land. The valley of the stream,
and that portion surrounding its head-
waters, is occupied by settlers.

Leaving Carlin, we proceed down the
river, the green meadows continuing
fair and wide. Now, the sloping hills
give place to ‘lofty mountains, which
close in on either hand, shutting

To be well armed and ready for a fight is ** to be
heeled.”
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out the valley. From the appearance
of this mountain range, one would sup-
pose that it had extended across the
valley at one time, forming a vast lake
of the waters of the river. Then some
mighty convulsion of nature rent the
solid wall asunder, forming a passage
for the waters which wash the base of
cliffs which are from 500 to 1,500 feet
high. This place is generally known a8

HUMBOLDT CANYON.

[See illustrations.] The Palisades, or
the Twelve Mile Canyon. Although it
doea not possess similar points of inter-
est with ho and Weber canyons, yet
in many particulars the scenery is equally
grand. The absence of varied coloring
may be urged against its claims to equa-
lity with those places, but on the other
hand its bleak, bare, brown walls pos-
sess a majesty and gloomy grandeur
which coloring could not improve. In
ing down this canyon, we seem to
Eampasaiug between two walls, which
threaten to close together ere we ghall
in the outlet. The river rolls at our
Fe:t. a rapid, boiling current, tossed
from side to side of the gorge by the
rocks, wasting its fury in vain attempts
to break away its prison walls. The
walls in places have crumbled, and large
masses of crushed rocks slope down to
the river brink. Seams of iron ore and
copper-bearing rock break the monotony
of color, showing the existence of large
depogits of these materials among these
brown old mountains. Now we pass
“Red Cliff,” which rears its battered
frontlet, 1,000 feet above the water. A
colony of swallows have taken posses-
gion of the rock, and built their curious
n76ts upon its face. From out their mud
palaces they look down upon us, no
doubt wondering about the t mon-
ster rushing past, and after he has dis-
appeared, gossiping among themselves
of the old times when his presence
was unknown in the canyon. Now, we
pass *“ Maggie's Bower,” a brown arch
on the face of the cliff. about 500 feet
from its base. We could not see much
bower, unless it was the left bower, for

we left it behind us. But we thought
we should pity Maggie if she had to sit
in that bower and wait for lovers.

Nine miles from Carlin, we arrive at

PALISADE STATION,

Elevation, 4840. Woodruff and Fnno
have put on a new stage line to White
Pine, via Mineral Hill, 30 miles; Eureka,
85 miles; and Hamilton City, 115 miles.
Fast freight lines run toall points Soath.
Passing on to the west, one of the most
noted points in the canyon is on the op-
posite side of the river, and is called the

DEVIL'S PEAK,

This a perpendicular rock, probably
1,500 feet ﬂigﬁ? rising from the water’s
edge. In a cleft on the topmost peak are
the remains of a gigantic bird’s nest.
‘What sort of birds made their eyrie here,
we do not pretend to know. Krom ap-
pearances, they belonged to an extinct
species, or possibly to the condor family ;
the nest looks to be four or five feet
across, built of brush— some of the sticks
being quite large. l.et us suppose that
it forms a connecting link between the
misty past and the busy present, and
speculate on the age when gigantic birds
existed; when the clear waters of the
Humboldt were but filthy oome; when
the monsters of the early days held high
carnival along the boiling, slimy Hum-
boldt river. Then the monster birds sat
in their eyrie, and pounced down upon
some unlucky dozenlegged monster
with a head just three times the length
of its boneless body, and after depositing
its unwieldy carcass on the rocks by
their nest, feasted on it at their leisure.
We may suppose all this, though these
unsightly creatures which learned men
tell of have passed away, and neither
the railroad or the missionaries had aught
to do with their leaving.

While we have been speculating, the
cars have been rushing down the stream,

ssing the towering bluffs and castel-
ated rocks, which at first view look like
some old brown, castle, forsaken by its
founders, and left to ruin, desolution and
decay.
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We cross the river on a fine Howe
truss bridge, and from this point we
shall keep oa the southera side of the
streaam watil we near Humboldt Lake,
whea we cross it again, aad for the last
timz. The rocks are less lofty now, and
break away from the river less abruptly.
We emerge from the canyon at

s CLURO,

A flag station, ten miles west of Palisade.
Elevatioa, 4,766 feet. Passiag oa, we
eater a more open country, with strips
of meadow aloag the river's briak.
Near this poiat, is where the powder
magaziae of the railroad company ex-
ploded. While buildiag the road through
the caayon in '63, the company had a
magazine in the rocks by the road side.
By some meaas the powder was ex-
plodad, killiag and wouading several of
the laborers,

West of the river, and at the point on
the opposite side, we notice a peculiar
formation not seen elsewhereia the cans
yon. Where the road is cut through
these poiats, we fiad them to consist of
gravel, snad and eement, haviag all the
appearaaczsof gold-beariag, gravel-beds,
It is a1 uwamistakable water wash, and
not causzd by voleanic wear. Fiae
layers of sand, from oae to five feet
thick, are interspersed through the
gravel, showing where the water rested
and the sediment settled.

Near Cluro, the “ old emigrant road”
crosses the river at

GRAVELLY FORD.

This was one of the most noted points
on the river in early days. Then, the
canyon through which we have just
passed was impassable. The long lines
of emigrant wagons could not pass
through the mighty chasm, but were
obliged to turn and toil over the moun-
tains until they could descend into the
valley again, Coming to this point on
tha south side of the river, they
erossed and followed up a slope of the
opposite hills; thence along the table-
land, and from thence to the valley be-
low. A few wouldleave theriver lower
down, and bear away to the south, but

the road was long and rough before
they reached the valley above the can-
yon. There were, and now are, other
fords on the river, lower down, but
none were as safe as this. With slop-
ing gravelly banks, and a hard gravel
bottom, it offered superior advantages
to the emigrant. Hence, it became a
noted place—the point to which the
westward bound emigrant looked for-
ward with great interest. Llcre was excel-
lent gruzing for their travel-worn teams,
Owing to these considerations, large
bodies of emigrants were often encamped
here for weeks, At times the river
would be too high, and they would wait
for the torrent tosubside. The Indians
—Shoshones—knew this also, and many
a skirmish took place between them
and their white brothers, caused by
mistaken ideas regarding the ownership
of the emigrant’s stock.

Connected with this place is an inci-
dent which, for the honor of the men
who performed the Christian aet!, we
will relate. Near to the Ford is a low
hillock surmounted by a cross, which
marks (to the left)

THE MAIDEN'S GRAVE.

In the early times spoken of, a party
of emigrants from Missouri were en-
camped here, waiting for the water to
subside. Among them were many fam-
ilies, women and children, who were
accompanying their protectors to the
land of gold. ~ While here, the daugh-
ter of the train-master, an estimable
young lady of 18 years, fell sick, and
despite the watchful care and loving
tenderness of friends and kindred, her
pure spirit floated into that unknown
mist which enwraps the earth, dividing
the real from the ideal, the mortal from
the immortal. Her friends reared an
humble head-board to her memory, and,
in course of time—among the new life
opening to them on the Pacific slope—
the young girl's fate and grave were
alike forgotten by all but her immediate
relatives, When the advance guard of
the Central railroad—the graders and
culvert men—came to Gravelly Ford
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they found the lone grave and the fast
decaying head-board. Thesight awoke
the finer feelings of their nature and
aroused their sympathies, for they were
men, these brown, toil-stained lavorers.

The “eculvert men” (masons) con-
cluded that it was not consistent with
Christian usage to leave a grave exposed
and undefended from the incursion of
beasts of prey. With such men to
think was to act, and in a few days the
lone grave was enclosed with a solid
wall and a cross—the sacred emblem of
immortality—took the place of the old
head-hoard)., In the day when the final
reckoning between these men and the
recording ﬂ,n%ru] is adjusted, we think
that they will find a credit for that deed
which will offset many little debit in
of good and evil. Perhapsa
ve may smile a blessing
28 in recompense of the no-
ble deed. The grave is on the south side
of the road upon a low bluff. In October,
1871, the Superintendeni of the Division
erected over it a fine large cross—upon
one side is inscribed “THE MAIDEN'S
GRAVE,” on the other,her name,* Lucin-
da Duncan.” This much in tribute of re-
spectduethelast resting place of the dead.

Leaving Gravelly Ford, we proceed
down the river, crossing narrow patches
of meadow land winding around the
base of the low hills, untill we reach a
broader valley, across which the road
runs on anembankment. The valley is
green and inviting and the culverts in
the road bed are evidences that there is
E[lentyof'water initattimes. Itis called

ot Spring Valley, and is about six
miles long by one broad. It lies about
four miles below Cluro, and extends
southeastward. Now, if we look u
this valley, we perhaps behold a col-
umn of steam which indicates the pres-
ence of the celebrated

HOT SPRINGS.

If you do not behold the steam, and
the springs are not always in active op-
eration, you will behold a long yellow-
ish, red line, stretching for a full half
mile around a barren hillside. From
this line the sulphuric wash descends the

hill-side, desolating everything in its
course, its waters escaping through the
bogs of the valley we are now crossing,
From this line, around the bhill cide, ¢s-
capes at intervals, columns of stcam and,
at times, of boiling muddy water, which
flows down the hill side causitg tlat
reddish waste you see yonder. Attimes
all is quiet; then come little puffs of
steam, then long and frequent jets,which
often shoot 80 feet high.  And, ol ! aint
the water hot? Woe to the unlucky
hombre who kneels down to quench
his thirst at one of these quiet, harmless-
looking springs. Fhew, the skin of his
mouth is gone, and oh, what a wvast
amount of encrgetic language is hurled
at the smiling, placid sprirg, which end-
denly resents the idea of being blessed,
and to show the utter absurdity of the
attempt suddenly sends a column of
spray, steam and muddy sulphur water
20 or 80 feet into the air, and all is still
again. There are about 100 of these
“bubbling curiosities around the hill,
their united waters formirg quite a
brook, which wanders among the bogs
and fens of the valley until it reaches
the river some five miles away.

Across the river to the northward can
be seen the long, unbroken slepes which
stretch away until they are lost in that
cold blue line—the ldaho Mountaine—
which rise against the northern sky,
Behind that gray old peak, which is
barely discernible, the head-waters of
the North Fork of the Humboldt break
away when starting on its journey for
the main river. Farther to the left, and
nearer, from among that darker clump
of hills, Maggie's creek finds its source.
‘While looking at these scenes, we have
passed through Copper canyon, and ar-
riven at

BE-0-WA-WE,

Eight miles west of Cluro, Elevation,
4,690 feet, 'The Cortes mines and mills
are situated about 35 miles south of this
station, with which they are connected
by a good road. At this point, the Red
Range throws a spur nearly across the
valley, cutting it in two. It looks as
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though the spur extended clear across at
one time, damming up the waters of the
river, as at the Palisades 'The water-
wash far up the hill side is in evidence
of the theory that such was once the
case, and that the waters cut this narrow
gorge, t.]m:uugh which they speed along,
unmindful of the mighty work done in
former years, when the resistless current
“forced a highway to the sea” and
drained a mighty lake—leaving in its
place green meadows.

Here, on this red ridge, is the dividing
line between the Shoshones and the Pi-
utes, two tribes of Indians, who seemed
to be created for the express purpose of
worrying emigrants, stealing stock, eat-
qu grasshoppers, and preying on them-
selves and everybody else. The Shosho-
nes are very degraded Indians, and like
the [shmaelites or Pariahs of old, their
hand is against every man, and every
man's hand is (or ought to be) against
them. At this point, nature has so for-
tified the entrance of the valley, that a
handful of determined rangers could
hold the entrance against any force the
savages could bring against them. The
term Be-o-wa-we signifies gate, and it is
literal in its significance.

Leaving Be-o-wa-we, we pass through
the gate, anul winding along by the hill-
side, we cross a fill over the low
meadows, which here are very narrow.
In places the short elbows of the tor-
tuous stream wash the rock-fills and
slopes on which rests the road bed, The
“bottom " is broad, but is covered with
willows, with the exception of the nar-
row meadows spoken of. Amid these
willows, the stream winds and twists
about, through innumerable sloughs and
creeks, as though undecided whether to
leave this shady retreat for the barren
plains below. Perhaps the traveler will
see o flock of pelicans disporting in the
waters on their return from their daily
fishing excursion to Humboldt Lake.
These birds, at certain seasons of the
year, are to be found here and along the
river for about 20 miles below, in great
numbers, They build their nests in
these willow islands and rear their young

undisturbed, for even an Indian cannot
penetrate this swampy, treacherous fast-
ness. Every morniug the old birds can
be seen taking their flight to Humboldt
Lake, where, in its shallow waters, they
load themselves with fish, returning to-
wards night, to feed their zoung and se-
crete themselves in their hiding places.
Passing along by these willow islands
and slips of meadow, we find ourselves
at
SHOSHONE,

Ten miles west of Be-o-wa-we. Eleva-
tion, 4,636 feet. On our right is a long,
bold mountain, which rises up clear and
sharp from the river’s brink. 1t seems
near, but between us aud its southern
base is a wide bottom land and the river,
which here really “ spreads itsell.” We
saw the same point when emerging from
Be-o-wa-we, or “the gate,” and it will
continue in sight for many miles. It is
known as

BATTLE MOUNTAIN.

It is so called from an Indian fight,
which took place in this part of the
country some years ago, but not on this
mountain of which we are speaking.
There are several ranges near by, a
bearing the same general name, This
range, being the most prominent, de-
serves a passing notice. It lies north of
the river, between the Owyhee Range
on the north and the Reese River Moun-
tains on the south. Its base is washed
by the river its entire length, from 50 to
75 miles. It presents an almost un-
broken surface and even altitude the en-
tire distance. In places it rises in bold
bluffs, in others it slofés away from
base to summit, but in each case the
same altitude is reacheda It is about
1,500 feet high, the top or summit ap-
pearing to be table-land. Silver and
copper mines have been prospeeted with
good results,

Behind this range are wide valleys,
which slope away to the river at either
end of the range, leaving it compara-
tively isolated.

ROCK CREEK.

Opposite of Sheshone Point, Rock

e =
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creek empties its waters into the Huom-
boldt. It rises about 40 miles to the
northward and is bordeded by a beauti-
ful valley about four miles wide. The
stream is well stocked with fish, among
which are the mountain trout. In the
country around the head waters of the
stream is found (Eleut of game of vari-
ous kinds, including deer and bear.

COPPER.

Copper mines of vast size and great
richness are fouad in the valley of Rock
creek, aid amoag the adjoiasing hills.
Whenever the copper interest becomes
of sufficient importance to warrant the
openiag of these miaes, this section will
prove o.ae of great importance.

Leaving Shoshone we pursue our
way dowa the river, the road leading
back from the meadow land and passing
aloag aa uplaad, covered with sage-
brush. The hills oa our lef are smooth
and covered with a good coat of bunch
grass, affordiag most excellent pasturage
for stock, summer and winter. There
are spriags of good water in the can-
yoas, where is also obtaised consider-
able wood, pine and cedar. Now we
find broad meadows again, and here
we see the huge hay-stacks and piles of
baled hay, awaiting transportation. We
pass by them and the cars stop at

ARGENTA,
Eleven miles west of Shoshone. Eleva-
tion, 4,648 feet. This was formerly a
regular eating station and the distribu-
tiag poiat for Austin and the Reese
River country, now only a signal sta-
tion, with few buildings. Here the
regular throngh passenger trains from
the East and West meet.

PARADISE VALLEY,

Lies on the north side of the river, nearly
opposite this station, It is about 60
miles long by eight wide, very fertile
and thickly settled.

EDENX VALLEY,

The northern division of Paradise val-
ley, is about twenty miles long and five
wide. In general features it resembles

the other, the whole comprising one of
the richest farming sections in the State,
Camp Scott and Santa Rosa are situated
in the head of the walley, and other
small towns have sprung up at other
points. The settlers have two grist and
several saw mills on

PABADISE CREEK,

A clear, cold mountain stream, which
rises m the Owyhce mountains and
flows through the valleys to the Hum-
boldt. Salmon trout of enormous size
are found in the stream and its tributa-
ries. Bear, deer, silver-gray foxes, and
other game abound on the hills which
border the valley.

FREIGHTING.

From Argenta to Paradise and Eden |
valleys, a considerable freight is taken |
by ox-teams, also to the Owyhee coun-
try. The road crosses the drives by a
ford near town, and after leaving the
valley, follows a gpur of the mountains
until the summit is obtained.

THE COPPER AND GALENA MINES

Of the Battle Mountain Mining District
are extensive and rich, They have al-
ready attracted the attention of capital-
ists, and an English company have pur-
chased several copper claims, and are
engaged in opening and working them,
shipping their ore to Bwansea, England,
vig San Francisco. Large guantities of
copper, galena and silver ores are being
shippad from the mines in this district
to San Francisco for reduction or sale,
resulting in profit to those engaged in
the business,

FIRE-BRICK.

Larege beds of clay, of which excellent
fire brick ean be made,are found in many
places here. Nearly every cut through
thl‘e gravel points shows large deposits
of it,

Leaving Argenta, we proceed down
the valley, kecping upon the sage land.
The river course is marked by green
meadows, fringed with willows, and
occasionally the house of a setiler can
be seen on its banks. Clumps of wild




Great American Canyon, BSee page 175



146

CROFUTT'S TRANS-CONTINENTAIL TOURIST'S GUIDE.

rye and bunch grass are scattered
over it at intervals, marking the
places where moisture exists,
BATTLE MOUNTAIN STATION,
Elevation, 4,008 feet, A regular eat-
ing station. Passengers who are desir-

ous of visiting the neighboring mines,
will leave the cars. Freight destined
for the mines is also left here. This is

now the distributing point for the Bat-
tle Mountain, Galena and Copper Can-

on mining camps in the mountains
_{ust south of here, as well as for Austin,
and the Reese River country.

The Northwestern Siage Company
run a daily line of stages from here to
Battle Mountain mines, 7 miles ; Galena,
12 miles; and to Austin, 90 miles, A
Jast tfreight line runs to the pame sec-
tions daily.

MINES,

The principal mining districts tribu-
tary to Battle Mountain Station lie to
thesouthward, Inconnection with them
we will speak of the general features of
the country in which these districts are
located.

LANDER COUNTY

Is one of the northeastern counties of
Nevada, and noted for its mines. The
Toiyabe Mountains extend north and
eouth through the county, bearing many
and rich veins of silver ore. Many min-
ing districts have been laid off and pros-
J;‘ectcd with very flautering results.

he general eharacter of the ore is re-
fractory, and requires desulphurization.
The lodes, as a general thing, are small,
especially in the Reese River district,
but more valuable on that account, as
the mineral is more concentrated.

AUSTIN,

The county-seat of Lander, and the
prineipal town in this section, is located
near the summit of the Toiyabe Range,
90 miles south of the railroad, and con-
tains 1,325 inhabitants, It is connected
by stage with Hamilton, Cortez, Bel-
mont,andintervening towns. The Reese
River Reveille, daily, is published at
this place.

The principal mining district of the
county contains the towns of Austin
and Clifton, and is called the

REESE RIVER MINING DISTRICT.

Located 10th of May, '62. Silver ore
was first discovered in this district by
W. M. Talcott, in May, 1862. At that
time he was engaged in hauling wood
from the hill-side, where the city of
Austin now stands, to the stage station
at Jacob's Springs, when he discovered
ametal-bearing quartz vein. He carried
gsome of the rock to thestation, where it
was examined and found to contain sil-
ver. The discoverer located the vein,
giving it the name of Pony. The dis-
trict was laid off, enclosing an area of
70 miles east and west by 20 miles north
and south, to which the name of Reese
River was given. A code of laws was
established and W. M. Talcott elected
Recorder.

Prospectors flocked in, and the country
was pretty thoroughly prospected during
'62 and '63, Mauy veins were located,
some of them proving very valuable,
Mills were erected at different points,
and from that time forward the district
has been in -a prosperous condition.
The district, as originally mapped out
exists no longer, havirg been subdivided
into several smaller onces.

Other districts, including Washington,
Eureka, Kinsley, Cortez and others, lo-
cated in this section of the State, con-
taining noted veins of silver and copper
ores, are tributary to Austin in trade.
This scetion of the State is now the most
prosperous mining portion. White Pine,
Reese River and other noted mining
localities are located within easy dis-
tance of the railroad, by which they are
now supplied with machinery, merchan-
dise, ete., at rates far below the cost of
such articles in less favored localitics,
The result of this has been the introdue-
tion of more and better machinery, the
reduction in cost of milling ores, aud
the opening and working of veins of

lower grade ores, which could not be
profitably worked when high milli
prices ruled.
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We will now leave the Reese River
mines and return to Battle Mountain.
The opening in the lower part of the
valley, which here joins with the Hum-
boldt, is

REESE RIVER VALLEY.

It i very diversified in feature, being
very wide at some points—from seven to
ten miles—and then dwindling down to
narrow strips of meadow or barren sand.
Some portions of the valley are susceptible
of cultivation, and possess an excellent
goil. Other portions are barren sand and
gravel wastes, on which only the sage
brush flourishes.  This valley is also
known by old emigrants as * Whirlwind
Valley,” and passengers will frequently
see columns of dust ascending skywards.
Reese River, which flows through this
valley, rised to the south, 180 to 200 miles
distant. It has many tributaries, which
find their source in the mountain ranges
that extend on either side of the river its
entire length. It sinks in the valley about
20 or 30 miles from where the valley
opens on the Humboldt. During the
winter and spring floods the waters
reach the Humboldt, but only in very wet
times, Near where the waters sink was
fought the celebrated

BATTLE

hetween the Indians and whites—settlers
and emigrants—which gave the general
name of Battle Mountain to these ranges.
A party of marauding Shoshone Indians
had stolen a lot of stock from the emi-
grants and settlers in this region, who
banded themselves together and gave
chase. They overtook them at this point
and the fight commenced. From point to
point, from rock to rock, down to the
water's edge they drove the redskins,
who, finding themselves surrounded,
fought with the stubbornness of despair,
When night closed in the settlers found
themselves in possession of their stock
and a hard fought field. —How many
Indians emigrated to the happy hunting
grounds of the spirits no one kmew, but
from this time forward the power of the
tribe was broken. It is supposed that a

hundred or more braves went off in pur-
guit of shadows, as they were néver more
seen. The following spring hunters found
many skeletons in the hills, supposed to
be those of the wounded braves who
crawled away during the fight.

The Diamond, Dun Glen, Grass Valley
and Humboldf mining districts are tribu-
taries to Battle Mountain station. In the
Grass Valley and Diamond district are
three ten-stamp mills, which are constant-
ly employed. Grass Valley, which lies
between the Sonoma and Dun Glen
Ranges, has two mills in operation, and
more in course of construction,

GRASS VALLEY,

from which the district derives its name,
i3 about five miles wide, and extends from
the opening of Reese river to Humboldt
lake, some 50 miles to the westward.
The hills near the station are separated
from the main range by this valley, leav-
ing them isolated, Grass Valley bordering
their southern and eastern sides, while
the main valley of the Humboldt encircles
their northern and western base,

In the upper end of Grass Valley are
several hot springs, strongly impregnated
with sulphur and other minerals, but they
attract no particular attention, being too
common to excite curiosity.

On leaving the station we skirt the base
of the mountains, leaving the river far to
our right. We are now in the widest
part of the valley, about opposite the

BIG BEND OF THE HUMBOLDT.

After passing the palisades the river
inclines to the south for about 30 miles,
when it aweeps away to the north, along
the base of Battle Mountain, for 30 miles
further; then turning nearly due south, it
follows that direction until it discharges
its waters in Humboldt lake, about 60
miles by the river course from the great
elbow, forming a vast semicircle, washed
by its waters for threefourths of the cir-
cumference. This vast area of land, or
most of it—comprising many thousand
acres of level upland, bordered by green
meadows—is susceptible of cultivation




148

OROFUTT'S TRANS-CONTINENTAL TOURIST'S GUIDE.

when irrifated. The sage brush grows
luxuriantly, and where the alkali beds do
not appear the soil produces a good crop
of bunch grass. The road takes the short
side of the semicircle, keeping close to
the foot of the isolated Humboldt Spur.
On the opposite side of the river, behind
the Battle Mountain range, are several
valleys, watered by the mountain streams,
and affording a Jarge area of first class
farming land. Chief among these is
QUINN'S VALLEY,
watered by the river of that name. The
arable portion of the valley is about 75
miles long, ranging in width from three to
seven miles. It is a fine body of valley
land, capable of producing luxuriant crops
of grain, grass or vegetables. The hills
which enclose it afford excellent pasturage.
Timber of various qualities—spruce and
pine predominating—is found in the
gulches and ravines of the mountains.
Game of different kinds is abundant. The
Indians claim this country, and would
doubtless worry small parties of settlers.
QUINN'S RIVER,
which flows through this valley, is a
large stream, rizsing in the St. Rosa hills,
of the Owyhee range, about 150 miles
distant.  From its source the general
course of the river is due south for about
80 miles, when it turns and runs due west,
until it reaches Mud Lake. During the
summer but little, if any, of its waters
reach that place, being absorbed by the
barren plain which lies botween the foot
hills and the Humboldt River. Near the
head waters of Quinn's River the
CROOKED CREEK,
or Antelope, rises and flows due north for
about 50 miles, when it empties its waters
into the Owyhee river. The head waters
of the streams which run from the south-
ern slops of the Owyhee mountains are
well supplied with salmon and trout, and
other varieties of fish. Quail, grouse, and
four-footed game are abundant in the val-
leys and timbered mountains. Near the
settlements the Indians are friendly, but
the hunter and prospector must watch
them as soon as he leaves the protection
of the towns.

Returning to the station, we can see
evidences of mining and prospecting in
various places to the right, where the
hills come near the road; we can also see
the opening to

THE LITTLE GIANT MINE,

nearly opposite the station, and about six
miles distant, in the western point of the
hills which mark the entrance to Reese
River Valley. It is one of the leading
mines of DBattle Mountain dist:ict, and
the only one that has as yet been fully
opened and worked. On the side of the
second range, abont four miles to the left
of the road, the main shaft works are lo-
cated. The “dump,” or deposit of waste
rock, can be plainly seen from the road.
The mine i3 said to be very rich and ex-
tensive. The vein, when first prospected,
was not supposed to be so rich, owing to
the peculiar character of the rock. A mill
test was had of 27 tons, which netted the
prospectors a little over $5,000, after pay-
ing $130 per ton expenses.

In the same range of hills, beside the
Little Giant are to be found the Buena
Vista, Montrose, Eldorado, St. Helena,
Caledonia and many more mines, The
nearest point to enter this mining range
from the road is opposite the Little Giant
mine, seven miles from Battle Mountain.
The part of the valley through which
runs the road is covered with sage brush,
and occasional beds of alkali. The valley
is very broad, with the river on the fur-
ther side, over against the base of Battle
Mountain.

Leaving Battle Mountain station we
pass along over the sage brush plateau for
14 miles without finding much of interest.
The hills present the same general appear-
ance on our left, while the opposite side of
the valley is still marked by the hills which
encircle the outer arc of the Big Bend.

INFAXTREY soldiers are called by the Indians
“¢ heep walk men."”

INpians call Major Powell's boats * water
poniea.”

Loxag trains of cars are called by the Indians
“ heep wagon, no hoss."”

“HasH Hovsgs"—roadside restaurants.
Waiters are called ** hash slingers.”
'h"lj‘xmnmn operators are called *lighining

vers."”
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COIN (late Side Track).

A flag station, unimportant and unin-
teresting.

STONE HOUSE.

Nineteen miles from Battle Mountain.
Elevation, 4,421 feet. This place was
once an old trading post, strongly fortified
against Indian attacks. The stone house
stands at the foot of an abrupt hill, by
the side of a spring of excellent water.
The comb of the ridge is divided length-
wise by parallel ridges of rock, which
form a deep chasm on the crest. From
the stone house, a retreat to this gorge
was easy, being only. about 100 yards
distant, and onee there 20 men could sue-
cessfully defend themselves against all
the Indians in the country. A living
spring in the gorge furnishes water, and
there iz but one inlet or outlet, and that is
by the house at the foot of’ the hill. Soon
after leaving the station, by looking away
to the south sixmiles, ean be seen another
of the many * hot springs " which abound
in the “Great Basin,” Our description
on page 142 will appropriately describe
this one. We leave the old stone house
and continue along the base of the hills,
to the right the bottom lands are from 8 to
10 miles wide; the soil is sand and strong
alkaline, covered with sage brush and
grease wood., Thirteen miles and we
arrive at

IRON POINT.

A flag station, unimportant to the tra-
veler. Elevation, 4,376 feet. Afterleaving
the station the bluffs draw close and high on
each side, with the river on our right, with
now and then a narrow strip of meadow
land passing through and over deep cutg,
and fills for three miles the canyon, which
widens into a valley, and we reach

GOLCONDA.

eleven miles. Elevation 4,387 feet.
This is a freight and telegraph station of
eousiderable importance—in the prospec-
tive—it being in the Gold Run mining
district, where rich silver mines have
been discovered.

On the left hand side the Humbeldt
Range has been well prospected, with

favorable results. Three miles from this
point is the Goleonda mill—water power,
eight stamps. This range is a part of the
Recse River range, and containg, besides
the Golconds, the Shepherdson, Cum-
berland, Home Ticket, Register, and many
others, The district was discovered and
organized in October, 1867,

On the north side of the river, east of
this station, and distant only about 12
miles, some rich discoveries of silver and
copper ore have recently been made, but
the claims have not yet been * prospected”
enough to establish their extent and value.

HOT SPRINGS.

Near Golconda are more of those cu-
rious springs which are found scattered
over the Humboldt valley. Not purpos-
ing to describe more of them, we will give
some general theories which we have
heard advanced regarding them. Some
contend that the water escapes from the
regions of eternal fires, which are sup-
posed to be ever burning in the centre of
our little globe.  Others assert that it is
mineral in solution with the water which
causes the heat. Again, some irreverent
persons suggest that this part of the
country i3 but the roof of a peculiar place,
of which many have heard, though we hava
no good authority for saying they have
ever been there,

Leaving Golconda we proceed on our
way, while the same general features of
landscape appear—a wide sage brush
plain, with the meadows beyond. Wa
pass

TULE,

a signal station, eleven miles west of Gol.
conda. llevation, 4,315 feet. Passing
on down the valley we skirt the hills
on our left, drawing still closer, in somae
places the spurs reaching to the track,
On our left is an opening in the hills, from
whenee a canyon opens out near the road
side. It is abont five miles long, con.
taining living springs.

Ox tie plains, bacon is ealled * sow-belly.
Indisn tents, * wig wams ;" ludges, * tepees,”
“wickeeups.”

ignmmon the plains call & meal a * grug
pile.”
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Here were discovered the first mines in
this part of Nevada. In the spring of
'60, Mr. Barbeau, who was herding
stock for Coperning, discovered the
silver ore, and from this beginning, the
prospecting was carried on with vigor.
There have been located the Silver
Chord, Cuba No. 1, White Pine, Star-
light, Calavareas, California, Antelope,
and others. The California works as
high as $300 per ton. The ores must
be roasted before they can be worked
to any advantage.

We are nearing the end of the division,
and on this smooth road-bed it takes but
a few minutes to bring us to the end of
Humboldt and the beginning of Truckee
divisioas.

WINNEMUCCA.

A freight, passenger and eating sta-
tion, of considerable importance, named
for a chief of the Piutes, who formerly
lived here. Elevation, 4,381 feet. Dis-
tance from Omaha, 1,451 miles; from
San Francisco, 463. The old and new
towns contain about 300 inhabitants,
The old town of Winnemucca is situated
on the low land directly fronting the
station, about 300 yards distant. Though
80 mear, it is hid from sight until you
approach the bank and lock over. It
contains about 30 buildings of all sorts,
including several stores and groceries.
The Humboldt Register, a weekly demo-
cratic paper, is published here. The
new town of Winnemucca is built along
the railroad, and numbers about 80 build-
ings, including the company’s shops.
There are four hotels, chief of which is
the Railroad Hotel.

The buildinzs are of wood, new, and
like most of the railroad towns, there is
more of the useful than the ornamental
about them.

COMPANY'S SHOPS.

The shops consist of a 16-stall round-
house, car shop, machine and blacksmith
ghop. They are built of wood, in the

Iris said that in San Franeisco the people ean
drink, and carry more without staggering, than in
any city of the world.

most substantial manner, as are all the
shops along the line.

STAGE LINES.

The Northwestern Stage Company
runs daily lines of stages from this
point to Boise City, via Paradise, Buffulo,
Camp MeDermott, Battle Creek, and
Silver City. Distance to Boise, 265
miles.

FREIGHT

Is reshipped by fast freight lines from
this point for Boise City, [daho Territory,
and various points in Montana.

MINES AND MILLS,

There is considerable mining going on
around and near this place. A ten-
stamp water mill, turbine wheel, has
been erected on the opposite side of the
river, at the foot of Paradise valley, but
it is too far away for convenience to the
mines of this locality, though much of
the first rock worked was taken there.
At present there are three mills in the
Winnemuceca district, all doing a good
business. In the Winuemucca Range
many lodes of silver-bearing ore have
been located, among which are the Stars
and Stripes, Union, Pride of the World,
Accident and Vermouth. These veins
yield a fair return for working, and the
district promises to become one of great
importance.

MUD LAKE.

About 50 miles west of Winnemucea,
across the Humboldt, which here turns
to the south, is one of those peculiar
lakes found in the great basin of Nev-
ada. The lake receives the waters of
Quinn’s river and several smaller tribu-
taries during the wet season. It has
no outlet, unless its connection with
Pyramid and Winnemucea Lakes could
be so designated. It is about 3) miles
long by 20 wide, in high water; in sum-
mer it dwindles down to a marshy tract
of land and a large stagnant pool. Af
the head of the lake is

BLACK ROCK,

A noted landmark in this part of the
country. It is a bold, rocky headland,
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rising about 1,800 feet above the lake,
bleak, bare, and extending for several
miles. It isan isolated peak in this des-
ert waste, keeping solitary guard amid
the surrounding desolation.
About twenty miles due south of Mud
Lake is
PYRAMID LAKE,

Which receives the waters of Truckee
river. It isabout 30 miles long by 20
wide, during the wet seasons. The qual-
itF of the water is superior to that of
Mud Lake, though the waters of all these
lakes is more or less brackish. But a
{it;w miles to the east of Pyramid Lake
8
WINNEMUCCA LAKE,

Ansther stagnant pond, about 15 miles
long by 10 wide. 'Thislake isconnected
with Pyramid Lake by a small stream,
and that in turn with Mud Lake, but
only during high water, when the
streams flowing into them cause them to
spread far over the low sandy waste
around them.

We now return to Winnemucea sta-
tion, and resume our journey westward,
The road bears away to the southward,
skirting the low hills which extend
from the Winnemucea Mountain toward
Humboldt Lake. The general aspect of
the country remains unchanged. After
traversing 11 miles, we pass

ROSE CREEK.
Near a little ravine bearing that name.
Elevation, 4322 feet, The ravine lies to
the left, among the hills, and is about
three miles long. Where it enters the
main valley, the bunch grass and patches
of wild rye show that at one time the
ground was moist here, but in the sum-
mer no water reaches the valley from
this ravine. Ten miles west from this
station, we arrive at -

RAAPEERRY CREEH,

A day telegraph station. Elevation,
4,327 feet. The creck from which this
station derives its name rises in the halls
about 6 miles south of the road, and af-
fords but- little water in the summer.
Why this stream is called Raspberry

creek and the one we last passed Rose
creek we never understood. We saw
no indications of roses or raspberries at
either place.” The same monotonous as-
pect—sage-brush and now and then an
alkali bed—greet the eye on the right
hand, with the low brown hills on our
left. 'We pass along, amid this apparent
waste, until we reach

MILL CITY,

Eight miles to the westward of Rasp-
berry Creek. Elevation, 4,228 feet.
Btages leave this station on arrival of
the cars for Unionville—a thrifty and
gr:)mising Silver Mining town, 18 miles
istant. We do not stop long at this
station, not even to inquire whence it de-
rivegits name. After passing over 12 miles
more of splendid road, we will stop at

HUMBOLDT

Long enough to obtain a drink of the
clearest, coldest mountain water to be
found along the road side. And if we
have time we will look at the fountain
and the garden of mine host, G. W,
Meacham, of the Humboidt House, and
probably sit down and enjoy a *‘square
meal,” which can always be obtained
at this place, one of the regular eating
stations. All trains stop 30 minutes.

It is worth the while of any tourist,
who wishes to examine the wonders of
nature, to stop here and remain for a
few days, at least, for one day will not
suffice. There are several reasons why
the traveler cshould stop here, although
to the careless passer-by the country
appears devoid of interest. But the
seeker after knowledge, who wishes to
delve into nature’s mysteries, can here
find pleasant and profitable employment.
The whole sum of man’s existence does
not consist in mines, mills, merchandise
and money. There are other ways of
employing the mind beside bending its
energies to the accumulation of wealth;
there is still another God, mightier than
Mammon, worshipped by the few.
Among the works of His hands these
barren plaing, brown hills and curious
lakes—the seeker after knowledge can
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find ample opportunities to gratify his
taste. 'T'he singular formation of the
soil, the lava deposits of a by-gone age,
the fossil remains and marine evidences
of past submersion, and, above all else,
the grand and unsolved system by
which the waters that are continually
pouring into this great basin are pre-
vented from overflowing the low land
around them, are objects worthy of the
close attention and inves.igation of the
scholar and philosopher. From this
station the noted points of the country
are easy of access, and beside that, this
place is supplied with that great desider-
atun so rarely found in this country—
puare, cold, health-giving mountain
water.

Here one can observe the effects of
irrigation on this sandy, sage-brush
country. The garden at the station
produces luxuriantly, vegetables, corn,
and fruit trees, and yet but a short time
has elapsed since it was covered with a
rank growth of sage-brush.

About seven miles to the northeast
may be seen Star Peak, the highest
point in the Humboldt Range, on which
the snow continues to hold its icy sway
the whole year around. Two and one-
half miles southeast are the Humboldt
mines, five in number, gold and silver,
which yield from §250 to $300 per ton.
Fivemiles tothe northwest are the Lan-
son Meadows, on which are cut immense
quantities of a8 good grass aus can be
found in the country.

Leaving Huwmboldt station we pass
over a more broken country, the low
hills reaching farther out into the val-
ley. Now we pass a SULPHUR MINE,
about one mile west of the station on
the right, close by the road. The
mineral is said to be obtained in a nearly
pure state and in unlimited quantities.
We did not visit the mine—though it
lies in plain view of the road—memo-
Ties of early teachings firbidding it.

. Leaving the sulphur mine and the
ideas agsociated with it, we pass on until
we arrive at

RYE PATCH,

An unimportant flag station, 11 miles

further on our journey. Elevation,
4,256 feet. The reader might consider,
from the name, that some settler had
tried the experiment of raising rye at
this poiat, but the only attempt OFihat
kind has been made by nature. On the
moist ground around this place, patches
of wild rye grow luxuriautly. ‘T'o the
left of the road, against the hill side, is
another hot spring, over whose surface
a cloud of vapor is generally floating.
The medicinal qualitics of the water are
highly spoken of by those who never
tried them, but we could learn of no re-
liable analysis of its properties. A cabin
has been erected on the green slope be-
low the spring, as evidence that the
property has been appropriated.
MINES.

About ten miles from this station, sil-
ver-bearing quartz has been discovered.
Several lodes haye been located, and are
now being worked. A mill has been
erected at the foot of Humboldt Lake,
and thither the ores are taken. As far
a8 the veins have been worked, the re-
turns have been very encouraging.

Leaving Rye Patch, we find a rather
rough, uneven country for eleven miles
further, when we find ourselves at

OREANA,
A day telegraph station. Elevation,
4,182 feet. To the west the long, gray
line of the desert is seen, cheerless and
desolate.  We draw near the river again,
and catch occasional glimpses of narrow,
green meadows, with here and there a
farm house by the river's side. Five
miles from the last station we cross the
Humboldt river on a Howe truss bridge,
pausiag at
ERIDGE STATION.

Elevation, 4,008 feet. The river—its
current and volume materially reduced
since we left it at the head of the Big
Kend—winds away on our left uutil it
reaches the lake, a few miles IJL%}-'ouq.
Among sage-brush knolls, beds of alkali,
and sand-hills, we pass on for four miles,
when we arrive at
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LOVELOCK’S,

Near a ranch of that name. Elevation,
3,977 feet. At this poiut, we obscrve a
comfortable farm-house on the borders
of extensive meadows. Long ricks of
hay, and trains loaded with the same
article, attest the richuess of the moist
bottom land knownas Lovelock's Ranch,
The meadows grow narrow, and fade
from sight as we pass over the higher
land among thealkali beds, Weare now
fairly out on the
GREAT NEVADA DESERT,

Which occupies the largest portion of the
Nevada Basin, In this section is Mud
Lake, Pyramid Lake, Humboldt, Win-
nemuceca and Carson Lakes, which re-
ceive the waters of several large rivers,
and numerous small creeks, 1t forms a
portion of that wvast desert belt which
constitutes the central area of the Ne-
vada Basin. It consists of barren plains
—destitute of wood and water—and low,
broken hills, which afford but little
wood, water or grass, It is a part of
that belt which can be traced through
the whole length of the State, from
Oregon to Arizona, and far into the in-
terior of that Territory. The Forty
Mile Desert, and the barren country east
of Walker’s Lake, are part of this great
division which extends southward, con-
tinued, by those desolate plaing, to the
east of Bilver Peak, on which the unfor-
tunate Buel party suffered so terribly in
their attempt to reach the Colorado.
Throughout this vast extent of territory
the same characteristics are found—
evidences of recent voleanic action: al-
kaline flats, basalt rocks, hot springs,
and sandy wastes abounding in all por-
tions of this great belt.

Although this desert is generally
spoken of as a sandy waste, sand does
not predominate in those portions that
we visited. Sand hills and flats occur
at intervals, but the main bed of the
desert is lava and cluy combined—one
as destitute of the power of creating or
supporting vegetable life as the other.
The action of the elements has covered
these clay and lava deposits with a
coarse dust, resembling sand, which is

blown about and deposited in curious
drifts and knolls by the wind, Where
more of sand than clay is found, the
sage-brush occasionally appears to have
obtained a fuint hold of life, and bravely
tries to retain it.

‘We now continue our observations of
the road, for while we have been de-
scribing the desert, the cars have
reache

GRANITE POINT.
Eight miles from Lovelock’s. Eleva-
tion, 3,917 feet. Passing on, we catch
occasional ghmpses of Humboldt Lake,
which lies to the left of the road. We
near its northern shore, and, seven miles
from Granite Point, we stop at
BROWN'S,

A day telegraph station, where we can
view the lake at our leisure, Elevation,
8,025 feet. The station is about midway
of the northern shore, and affords a fine
view of

HUMBOLDT LAKE.
This body of water is about 85 miles
long by ten wide, and is in reality a
widening of the Humboldt river, which,
after coursing through from 300 to 850
miles of country,empties its waters into
this basin, Through this basin the
water flows to the plains beyond, by an
outlet at the lower end of the lake,
uniting with the waters of the sink of
Carson Lake, which lies about ten miles
distant. During the wet season, when
the swollen rivers have overflowed the
low lands around the lakes and united
them, they form a very respectable sheet
of water, about eighty miles or more in
length, with alarge river empiying its
waters into each end, and for this vast
volume of water there is no visible out-
let.
Across the outlet of Humboldt Lake
a dam has been erected, which has
raised the water about six feet, com-
pletely obliterating the old emigrant
road which passed close to the southern
shore. The necessities of mining have
at length utilized the waters of the lake,
and now they are employed in turning
the machinery of a quartz mill. In the
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lower end of the lake is an island—a
long narrow strip of land—which ex-
tends up the lake and near thenorthern
shore. Before the dam was put in the
outlet, this island was part of the main
land. There are several varieties of
fish in the lake, and an abundance of
water-fowl during portions of the year.

Leaving Brown's station, we pass
along the shore of the lake for a tew
miles when an intervening sand ridge
hides it from our sight. After passing
this ridge, and when about eight miles
west of Brown's station, we obtain a
fine view of the

SINK OF CARSON LAKE,

A small body of water lying a few miles
north of the main Carson Lake, and
connected with that and the Humboldt
during the wet season.

CARSON LAKE

Lies directly south of Humboldt Lake,
ard is from 20 to 25 miles long, with a
width of ten miles. In the winter, its
waters cover considerable more area,
the Sink and lake being one.

The Carson river cmpties into the
southern end of the lake, discharging a
large volume of water. What becomes
of the vast body of water continually
pouring into Humboldt and Carson
Lakes, is a question which has been
often asked, and as often answered dif-
ferently Many claim the existence of
underground channels, and terrible sto-
ries are told of unfortunate people who
have been drawn down and disappeared
forever. These stories must be taken
with much allowance. If under-ground
channels exist, how happens it that the
lakes, which are 10 to 15 miles apart in
low water, are united during the winter
floods? And how is it, that when the
waters have subsided from these alka-
line plains, that no opening for these
channelsare visible? The oaly rational
theory for the escape of the water is by
evaporation. Examine each littlestream
bed that you meet with; you find no
water there in the summer, nor sink
holes, yet in the winter their beds are

full until they reach the main river.
The sun is so powerful on these lava
plains in summer that the water evap-
orates as soon as it escapes from the
cooling shadows of the hills. By aciual
experiment, it has been demonstrated
that at Carson and Humboldt Lakes the
evaporation of water is equal, in the
summer, to six inches every 24 hours.
In the winter when the atmosphere is
more humid, evaporation is less, conse-
quently the waters spread over a larger
area.

CARSON RIVER,

Which gives its name to the lake, rises
in the eastern slope of the Sierra Ne-
vada Mountains, south of Lake Tahoe
and opposite the head waters of the
American river. From its source to its
mouth is about 150 to 200 miles by the
river's course, From its source its
course is about due north for about 75
miles, when it turns to the east, and fol-
l:;;vs that direction until it enters the
e.
CARBON VALLEY.

Under the general name of Carson
Valley the Jand bordering the river Las
long been celebrated as being one of
the best farming sections in the State.
The thriving towns of Carson City and
Genoa are situated injthe valley, though
that portion around Carson City is
frequently designated as Eagle valley,
The upper portion, from Carson to the
foot-hills, is very fertile and yields hand-
some crops of vegetables, theugh irri-
gation is necessary to insure a good
yield. In some portions the small grains
are successfully cullivated, and on the
low lands an abundant crop of grass is
produced. The valiey is thickly settled,
the arable land being mostly occupied,
South and west of the head waters of
Carson river, the head waters of

WALKER'S RIVER

Find their souree. The West Fork of
Walker river rises within a few miles
of the eastern branches of the Carson,
The East Fork of Walker's river runs
due north until joined by the West
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Fork, when the course of the river is
east for about forty miles, when it turns
to the south, following that direction
until it reaches Walker's Lake, about
forty miles south of the sink of the
Carson, having traversed in its tor-
tuous course about 140 miles. In the
valleys, which are found at intervals
along the rivers, occasional spots of
arable land are found, but as an agrlcul-
tural country the vallty of Walker's
river does rot stand pre-eminent.

WALKER'S LAKE.

This lake is about 45 miles long by
20 miles wide. Like all the lakes in
the basin it has no outlet. The water
is blackish and strongly impregnated
with alkali. The general characteristics
of the other lakes in the great basin be-
long to this also; the deseription of one
embracing all points belonging to the
others,

We now return to the road, which
we left eleven miles cast of

WHITE PLAINS.

Elevation, 3,803 feet. As indicated by
the name, the plains immediately
around the station are white with al-
kali, solid beds of which slope away to
the sinks of Carson and Humboldt
lukes, Near by is a large water tauk,
and we looked around in vain to dis-
cover the source from which it was sup-
plied. A little eabin between the tank
and lake revealed the mystery. A small
engine is stationed there, which pumps
the water from the *sink.” No vege-
tation meets the eye when gazing on
the vast expanse of dirty white alkali.
The sun's rays seem to full perpendicu-

larly down on this barren scene, burn- |

ing and withering, as Lhnnnrh they
\vuuld crush out any aLt(m,ﬂ which
nature might make to introduce vege-
table life.  Seven miles of this inhospi-
table region having been passed, we
arrive at
MIRAGE,

Elevated 3,199 feet. That curious phe-
nomenon, the mirage (meerazh) is often
witnessed on the desert. ‘L'he toil-worn

emigrant, when urging his weary team
across the cheerless desert, has often
had his heart lightened by the sight of
clear running streams, waving trees and
broad, green meadows, which appeared
to be but a little distance away. Often
has the unwary traveler turned aside
from his true course and followed the
vision for weary miles, only to learn
that he had followed a phantom—a will-

o'-the-wisp, or the creation of his own
fancy. What causes these optical delu-
sions no one can tell; at least we never
heard of a s&llsl’actory reagon being
given for the appearance of the pheno-
menon. We have seen the green fields,
the leafy trees and the running water ;
we have seen them all near by, as bright
and beautiful as though they really ex-
isted—where they appeared to—in the
midst of desolation, and we have seen
them vanish at our approach. Who
knows how many luckless travelers have
followed these vigiong, until overcome
with thirst and heat they laid down to
die on the burning sands, lar from the
cooling shade of the trees they might
never reach; far from the music of run-
ning waters, which they might hear no
more,

Still the same cheerless aspect—still
the: same hard, glittering light, reflected
from the white beds of alkali and gray
lava. Onward we go, scarcely giving a
thought to those who, in the early days
suflered so fearfully while crossing these
plains,  Eight miles west of Mirage we
arrive at

HOT SPRINGS,

A telegraph station. Elevation, 4,070
feet. To the right of the road can be
seen more of these escape pipes or safe-
ty valves for the discharge of the super-
abundant steam inside of our little globe,
And here wé venture another of our
private opinions regarding these bub-
bling; sputtering enriositics, which are
found scattered over the great basin,
Every one is aware that 1he bottom of
the basin is much lower than the sur-
rounding country, which fict gives sta-
bility to our new theory, which is this:
that the earth is run by steam works,

—

T
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\See pages 174 and 176.)

HYDEAULIS MINING.

JOTTINGS BY TIHE WAY.

LLD EETTLER: on the Plains call Emigrants ** Pilorims ;" Bacon,
‘« Sowbelly ;" Indian Tents, - Lodges” ** Teepees.” ** Wielk-eeups : ' Ox
drivers, ‘‘bull-whackers ;" mule drivers, “~mule shinners " Utah
Whisky, * Valley Tan.” To be out of money, ig **in fhe Cap,” * on
the bed rock.” ete. ) .

Tae INnpraxs on the Plaing call infantry roldiers * Heep-walk men ;
long trains of cars, ** Bad Medicine Wagons," " Heep- Wagon—no Hoss."

Error will slip through a crack, while truth will get stuck in a
doorway. . 2

Wiy are little birds melancholy in the morning? Decaunse their
iittle bills are all over dew.

“Jomy " N Oreeox.—In the Senate of Oregon, Oect. 21, 1870, Mr,
Wendershott introduced the following bill, It will geitle ** John,™

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the State of Oregon }—
SeoTioN 1. No Chinaman shall be allowed to die in this Btate until he
has paid ten dollars for a new pair of hoots with which to kick the bucket,
SEo, 2. Ang Chinaman dying under thie act shall be buried eix feet
under ground.
20, 3. Any Chinaman who attempts to dig up another Chinaman's
s ehall firet procure a license from the Secretary of State, for
‘liich he shall pay four dollars.
Sro. 4, Any dead Chinaman who ehall attempt to dig up his own
bones without giving notiee to the Secretary of State, shall be fined $100.
sEc, 5. Any Chiraman wl:o ghall be born without bones for the pur-
noge of wilfully and feloniously evading the provieious of this act,
e fined $500.
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located in its centre, and the great basin
being low and weak in the crust, af-
forded the easiest means of escape for
the steam and hot water necessary to
drive the machinery.

We find no change to note, unless it be
that the beds ofalkali are occasionally in-
termixed with brown patches of lavaand
sand. A few bunches of stunted sage-
brush occasionally breaks the monotony
of the scene. It is worthy of notice
that this hardy shrub is never found

rowing singly and alone. The reason
or it is evident. No single shrub could
ever maintain an existence here. It
must have help; consequently we find
it in clumps, for mutual aid and protec-
tion. We now arrive at

DESERT,

Ten miles west of Hot Springs.
tion, 4,017 feet. We will not tarry here,
but pass on as rapidly as possible. We
find the ground more broken as we pro-
ceed, lava ridges and deep gullies ap-

earing at intervals. The gullies have

een worn away through the hard crust
{we cannot call it soil) until their smooth
dry beds are several feet below the sur-
face of the desert. The culverts put in
the road bed at these places indicate
that at times there is water in them,
though now they are devoid of mois-
ture. Seven miles of Desert, we pass

TWO MILE STATION,

Elevation, 4,115 feet. We pass on
two miles further, down a heavy grade,
and stop at

WADSWORTH,

Elevation, 4,072 feet. Distance from
Omaha, 1,587 miles; from Sacramento,
189 miles. The town is situated about
onemile east of I'ruckee river, and on the
western border of the desert. It is one of
the regular eating stations, and has an
excellent hotel. The town is built of
wood, and contains about 800 inhabit-
ants. Aside from the Railroad House,
there are two hotels, several lodging
houses and restaurants. The water
used here is obtained from Truckee
river.

Eleva-
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COMPANY'S SHOPS.

The division work-shops are located
here, and consist of a round-house, car,
machine and blacksmith shops. The
round house has 20 stalls, and the other
shops are of proportionate size. They
furnish employment for about 200 men,

TRADE OF WADSWORTH.

Freight is re-shipped at this point for
Austin, Fort Churchill, and a large
scope of country south; also, for the
mines at Unionville and Dun Glen.

MINES NEAR WADSWORTH.
Pine Grove Copper mines lie six miles
south of the town. They attract little
attention, that mineral not being much
sought after. Ten miles south are the
Desert Mines, which consist of gold-
bearing quartzlodes. Some of the mines
there are considered very rich. The
Rye Patch, Dun Glen and Unionville
Mines are also claimed as tributaries of
‘Wadsworth.
We leave the town and pursue our
way, crossing the fine Howe truss bridge
which spans the

TRUCKEE RIVER.

This stream rises in Lakes Tahoe and
Donner, which lie at the eastern base
of the Sierras, about 80 miles distant.
From its source in Lake Tahoe, the
main branch runs north for about twelve
miles, when, near Truckee City, it
unites with Little Truckee, the outlet
of Donner Lake, and turns to the east
following that course until it reaches
the Big Bend, thence north for about
25 miles, when it discharges its waters
into Pyramid Lake.

TRUCKEE VALLEY.

The level lands bordering the Truckee
consist mostly of gravelly upland, cov-
ered with sage-brush. It is claimed
that they might be rendered productive
by irrigation, and the experiment has
been tried in a small way, but with no
flattering result. The Truckee mead-
ows, long noted as the rendezvous of
the emigrants, who camped here to re-

_—
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cruit their teams after crossing the des-
ert, are about all the furming lands to
be found in this section. The upper
portions of the valley—especially that
which borders on Lake Tahoe—is ex-
cellent farming land. Between these
iwo points,—the meadows and the
lake — but little meadow-land  is
found, the valley being reduced to nar-
row strips of Jow land in the canyons
and parrows, and broad, gravelly up-
lands in the more open country. DBut
the traveler who passes over the road
can judge for himself, for the road fol-
lows up the river to within about twelve
miles of its source. Thrrefore, we pro-
ceed on our journey, arriving at

CLARK’S,

Fifteen miles from Wadsworth. Ele-
vation, 4,263 feet. A side-track and
freight station for the

TRUCKEE MEADOWS,

These meadows have an extent of
about 10 miles in length by about two
miles in width, enclosing considcrable
excellent grass land. Vegetables and
small grains are successfully cultivated
on portions of the moist land. The
road follows along the river, now near
its banks, then passing behind some low
hill, we lose sight of it. Thus we wind
in and out for 13 miles, when we arrive
at

VISTA,

A sidetrack and freight station., Ele-
vation, 4,403 feet. The country is very
broken—brown, bare-looking hills being
scattered around in seemiog confusion.
A broad, gravelly upland, covered with
sage-brush, usurps the valley, and across
this we speed until we reach

RENO,

Eight miles west of Vista, Elevation,
4,507 feet, Distance from Omaha, 1,620
miles; from San Francisco, 294 miles.
This promises to become an important
point, and is at present a lively place.
The town contains about 1,000 inhabit-
ants. It was named for General Reno,

who was killed in battle at South Moun-
tain. Reno possesses an excellent little
journal, the Crescent.

MINES AND MILLS.

The mines of the Pea Vine district
lie conveniently near Reno. There are
silver and gold-bearing quartz and cop-
per mines in the district, the latter pre-
domicating. The Washoe U. C. (&, and
8. M. Co, works are near the town, af-
fording excellent means by which to
test and work the mines discovered in
the neighborhood. The Glendale saw-
mill, gituated a few miles to the west of
Reno, furnishes a very important por-
tion of the lumber trade of the place.
The town is just outside of the eastern
limits of the timber, but logs are rafted
down the stream to the mills during
high water from the pineries alony its
banks.

Reno is the nearest point on the Cen-
tral Pacific Railroad to Virginia City,
and a railroad is now being constructed,
broad-gange, and at this time is com-
pleted to Steamboat Springs, 10 miles
distant, with the present prospect of
its being completed to Carson City dur-
ing the summer of 1872, to connect with
the road already completed to Virginia
City. The distance between Reno and
Virginia City by the old stage line was
21 miles ; by rail, via Carson, 48 miles,
The country for most of the way pre-
sentsno serious obstacles in constructing
the road.

Stage-lines now leave the end of the
track, carrying passengers and express
matters for Virginia City and Gold Hill,
leaving on the arrival of the cars. A
pony express leaves immediately on
arrival of the trains, carrying the Wells,
Fargo & Co.'s lener-express through
ahead of the mail, When this pony ex-
press left Reno, the traveller could have
observed thatthemail express bags were
thrown from the cars before the train
had ceased its motion, By watching the
proceeding gtill further he would see
that they are transferred to the backs of
stout horses, already bestrode by light,
wiry riders. In a moment all is ready,
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and away they dash under whip and
spur to the next station, when, chang-
ing horses, they are off again. Three
relays of horses were used in the trip.

Passengera and freight are now car-
ried from Virginia City to Carson City,
22 miles, by the railroad, recently com-
pleted, from which place stages run to
different mining camps regularly. We
may have some readers who may wish
to know something in regard to the
Great Comstock Mine, which was the
first silver mine discovered in the Siate
of Nevada. The mines in this pection
are remarkable, and are conducted in
the most extensive and complete manner
imaginable. We will take the cars for

STEAMBOAT BPRINGS,

Arrived there, he will find several of
these curious springs, within a short
distance of the road. They are near
each other, all having a common source,
though different outlets, apparently.
They are situated in an alkaline flat,
devoid of vegetation, and are very hot,
though the temperature varies in differ-
ent springs. They are said to possess
excellent medicinal qualities, At times
they are quite active, emitting jets of
water and clouds of steam—which at a
distance resembles the blowigg off of
steam from a large boiler. The ground
around them is scft and treacherous in
Elaceﬂ, as though it had been thrown up

y the springs, and had not yet cooled
or hardened. It is related that onece up-
on a time, when a party of emigrants,
who were toiling across the plains, ar-
rived near these springsabout camping
time, they sent a man ahead—a Dutch-
man—to look out for a suitable place
for camping—one where water and grass
could be obtained. In his search the
Dutchman discovered these springs,
which happened to be quiet at the time,
and knelt down to take a drink of the
clear, nice-looking water, Just at that
instant a jet of spray was thrown out
and over the astonished Dutchman,
Springing to his feet, he dashed away
to the train, shouling at the top of his
voice, “Drive on! drive on! h—Il is
not five miles from this place!” the

innocent fellow firmly believing what
he uttered.

The traveler will fiud the springs
suficiently interesting to repay him
for the trouble of pausing here while
on his way to

VIRGINIA CITY.

This famous city is situated due south
of Reno, 21 miles, on the slope of Mt.
Davidson, at an elevation of 6,200 feet.
The town is well built, and contains
many elegant public and private build-
ings. It contains a population of about
7,000, the larger portion of whom are
engaged in mining in the vicinity.
NEWSPAPERS, CHURCHES AND SCHOOLS,

The Daily Territorial Enterprise—
radical Republican—is published here,
by J. T. Goodman, and is decidedly a
good paper.,

The religious and educational inter-
ests are well represented by several
churches and good schools.

There are a number of hotels in the
city, at which the traveler will find

+ good accommodations,

Two miles from Virginia city is
GOLD HILL,
Also a flourishing mining town. It
consists mostly of one main street,
being built along a ravine. One can
hardly tell when he leaves Virginia
City and enters Gold Hill, they are sc
closely connected. The place containg
abeut 5,000 inhabitants, and one news-
paper, the Gold Hill News, publishec
by P. Lynch, a well known journalist.

DAYTON,

Nine miles south of Virginia City, a
thriving town of about 900 inhabitants,

The mines of Gold Hill are, as the
name indicates, gold bearing quartz,
while those at Virginia City are silver.

THE GOLD MINES

Were discovered in 1857, by Joe Kirby
and some others, who commenced min-
ing in Bix Mile Canyon—where the
Ophir works now are—and continued
working the place with indifferent suc-
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cess until 1859, ‘vhe first quartz claim
was locatcd by James Finney, better
known as “old Virginia,” on the 22d ot
February, 1858, in the Virginia mining
district and on the * Virginia Crop-
pings.”  The old prospector gave his
name to the city, croppings and district.
In June, 1839, rich deposits of silver
ore were discovered by Peter O'Reilly
and Patrick MecLaughlin, on what is
new the ground of the Ophir Mining
Company. They were engaged in gold
washing, and uncovered a rich vein of
sulphuret of silver, when engaged in
excavating a place wherein to cateh a
supply of water for their rockers  The
discovery was made on ground claimed
by Kirby and others. A Mr. Comstock
was employed to purchase the claims
of Kirby and those holding with him,
hence Comstock’s name was given te
the lode.
COMSTOCK T.ODE.

The length of this lode is about 25,000
feet, the out croppings extending in a
broad belt along the mountain side, 1t
extends under Virginia City and Gold
Hill, the ground on which these cities
are built being all “honey-combed™ or
undermined, in fact, the whole moun-
tain is a series of shafts, tunnels and ca-
verns, from which the ore has been
taken. The vein is broken and irregu-
lar at intervals along its length as far
as traced, owing to the formation of the
mountain, It"is also very irregular in
thickness; in some places the fissure
ranges from 30 to as high as 200 feet in
width, while at other points the walls
come close together. The greatest va-
riation in width occurs in the depth,
from 400 to 600 feet from the surface.
The principal silver ores of this lead
are stephanite, vitreous silver ore, native
silver and very rich galena, Pyrargy-
rite or ruby silver, horn silver and po-
lybasite, are found in small quantities,
together with iron and copper pyrites,
zine-blende, carbonate of lead, pyromor-
phite and native gold.

On this lode over 70 claims were lo-
cated, of which we find 42 mentioned in
the surveyor's report. The chief claims

are the Gould & Curry, Ophir (north
mine), Ophir (south mine), Savage,
Hale & Noreross, Chollar Potosi, Alpha,
lmperial, Y ellow Jacket, Kentuck, Bel-
cher, Crown Point, Segregated Belcher,
and Overman, The stock of these
mines is to be found at the stock rooms
in almost every city where mining
stocks are made a specialty.

MILLS.

" 4

The number of mills in and around
Gold Hill and Virginia, and at other
points, which work on ore from this
lead, is between 76 and 80. They are
scattered around through several coun-
ties, including Storey (where the lode
lies), Lyon, Washoe and Ormsby, from
30 to 40 of the number being in Storey
county. The product of the Comstock
Lode has been beyond that of any silver
vein of which we have any record, fur-
nishing the largest porticn of the bullion
ghipped from the btate.  The total yield
of bullion from Nevada was about §18-
000,000 to $20,000,000 per year before
White Pine was discovered.

REMARKABLE.

In three years the stock of the “ Bel-
cher ” mine has advanced from §1 per
share to $490, or $5.086.000 for the
mine, The “Crown Point” in 1870
sold for &2 50; in December, 1872, for
$460, or $5,520,000 for the mine.

WASHOE CITY,

Seventeen miles south of Reno, a flour-
ishing town of about 700 inhabitants,
lying nearly due west of Virginia City.
Fifteen miles further south we find

CARBON CITY.

The capital of Nevada, which lies 32
miles south of Reno, and 16 miles south-
west of Virginia City. It is situated in
Eagle Valley, cn the Carson river, at
the foot of the castern base of the Sier-
ras, and contains about* 8,000 inhabi-
tants. It is the oldest town in the
State; has a good many fine private and
public buildings., The town is taste-
fully decorated with shade trees, and |
has an abundance of good water. The J
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schools and churches are in a flourishing
condition. The United States Branch
Mint of Nevada is located at this place.
Fhe newspaper interest is represented
by the Carson Appeal, a daily paper,
which has long been established here.

Carson City is situated in the center
of the best farming land on Carson river,
and the best in this part of the State.
Carson is connected by stage with
(Genoa, Markleville, and Silver Moun-
tain. The Carson City race-course
gained some notoriety by Feyler rid-
4ing fifty miles in two hours, for
$2,000.

GENOA CITY,

Fourteen miles southwest from Carson,
is a thriving town of about 500 inhabi-
tants, situated in a fine section of farming
country on the Carson river, on the stage
road to

MARELEVILLE,

A mining town, in the State of Califor-
nia, on the eastern slope of the Sierras,
‘containing about 600 inhabitants.

SILVER MOUNTAIN,

Another mining town, 14 miles from
Silver Mountain, containing about 400
inhabitants. The country abounds in
silver mines around these towns.

Leaving the mines and Carson City,
we once more return to Reno and re-
sume our journey west. Near by Reno
the hills are loftier, nearer the river, and
covered with pine forests, and as we
enter the canyon we seem to have en-
tered a cooler, pleasanter, and more
invigorating afmosphere, The aroma of
the spruce and pine is pleasant when
compared with that of the alkaline
plains, It is related of an Eastern lum-
berman, from “away down in Maine,”
who had been very sour and taciturn
during the frip across the plains, refusing
to be sociable with any of his fellow
travelers, that ».when he entered within
the shades of the forest, he straightened
himself up in the cars for a moment,
looked around, and exclaiming, * Thank
God, I smell pitch once more,” sank
back in his seat and wept for joy.

Among these hills, with the river roll-
ing along on our right, we pass along
merrily, the dry, barren desert, forgotten
in the new scenes opening to our view,
until we reach

VERDI,

A station 11 miles west from Reno,

Elevation, 4,027 feet.  On, up the river,

with its foaming current, now on our
left, first on one side, then on the other,

runs this beautiful stream, until we lose
sight of it altogether. The road crosses
and re-crosses it on fine Howe truss
bridges, running as straight as the
course of the mountains will permit.
The mountains tower up on either hand,
in places, sloping and covered with tim

ber’from hase to summit, in others, pre

cipitous, and covered with masses of
black, broken rock. 'Tis a rough coun-
try, the canyon of the Truckee, possess-
ing many grand and imposing features..
Oceasional strips of meadow land are
seen, close to the river's edge, but too
small and rocky to be of use, only as
grazing land. Now, we cross the divid

ing line, and shout

ast{ we enter California, a few miles east
o
BOCA,

A station, 16 miles west of Verdi. Ele-
vation, 5,588 feet. The lumber interest
is well represented here, huge piles of
ties, boards and timber lining the road-
side, The river seems to be the means
of transportation for the saw logs, im-
mense numbers of them being scattered
up and down the stream, with here and

—
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there a party of lumbermen working them
down the mills,

We pass on, through deep gravel cuts,
along the base of black masses of rock,
which tower far above us, past sloping
pine-clad hills, for eight miles, to

TRUCKEE CITY.

Elevation, 5,845 feet. It is situated on
the north bank of the Truckee River, in
the midst of a heavily timbered region.
The principal business of the place is lum-
bering, though an extensive freighting
business is carried on with other pointsin
the mountains. Ove can hardly get around
the town for the pile of lumber, ties and
wood which cover the ground in every di-
rection. Some fine stores and a good hotel
are the only buildings which can lay claim
to size and finish corresponding with the
growth and buginess of the place. The
town is built of wooden buildings, mostly
on the north side of the railroad. A nar-
row, crooked, muddy street separates the
firgt row of buildings—the business por-
tion of the town—from another string of
carelessly arranged houses, which stretch
along the foot of the mountains. The
company have a very large depot and
sheds here, which attest the heavy freight
interest in the town. The very sharp
roof of the buildings point out the fact
that the snow falls deep and moist here,
sufficiently go to erush in the roofs unless
they are very sharp and strong. The
town contains about 2,000 inhabitants,
nearly all of whom are directly or indi-
rectly connected with the lumber trade.
(All the water of the Truckee River is re-
quired for mills and navigation—floating
saw-logs.)

NEWSPAPERS, SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES.

The Truckee Tribune — Ferguson, pub-
lisher—a gemi-weekly independent journal,
takes care of the interests of the locality.
The educational interests have been pro-
vided for, good echools being the rule,
Nevada County, in which Truckee City is
situated, being.justly celebrated for her
public schools. There are two good
churches in town, a Methodist and a Ro-
man Catholic edifice.

HOTELS.

There are three hotels in Truckee, the
prineipal one being the Truckee House.
The cars stop before the house thirty
minutes, affording time for the traveller to
obtain a good meal. This hotel is the
headquarters of the tourists who visit this
locality. This station is the end of the
Truckee and the commencement of the

SACREAMENTO AND OREGON DIVISIONS.

The company have a 24-stall round
house and the usual machine and repair
shops of a division located here.

STAGE LINES—THEIR LENGTH.

Daily stages leave for Donner Lake,
Lake Tahoe and Sierraville. Douner Lake
line, Pollard, to the head of the lake, gix
miles; Lake Tahoe line, Campbell & Burke,
14 miles; Bierraville line, . Richardson,
30 miles. Darling & Schneider, of Sierra
City, have built a wagon road from Sierra
City to Milton, on the Henness Pass
road. The Jength of grade required to
connect with the Henness Pass road is
five miles, The road connects Sierra City
with Truckee, vig the Henuess Pass and
Donner Lake wagon roads. Heretofore
Sierra City Las been compelled to get its
supplies by way of Marysville and Downie-
ville, a distance of 80 miles, or from Col-
fax, via Nevada City and Downieville, also
about 80 miles. The new road connects
them with the railroad within a distance
of 32 miles—giving a distance of 48 miles
in favor of the new route. It1s also the
nearest point for Downieville people to
reach the railroad, as the latter place is
but 16 miles from Sierra City.

Freight is re-shipped here for Donner
and Tahoe lakes, Sierraville, and the
various towns in Sierra Valley. There are
some wholesale and retail houses here,
which do a large business; the average
monthly sales of merchandise in the town
amount to about $140,000.

CHINESE cheap labor—** Work for nothing and
bourd yourself’—from the inhabitants of your
neighbor's Len-roost.

Vinrse and honor are very nice for Sunday
wear, but too rare for every-day use.




CROFUTT'S TRANS-CONTINENTAL TOURIST'S GUIDE. 165

POINTS OF INTEREST,

and how to reach them. We have spoken
of the stage lines to the lakes, but of no
other mode of reaching those places.
Campbell, of the Truckee House, has fine
turn-outs in his stables. Tuake one of
these, and, with a guide, start out for

LAKE TAHOE,

or Bigler, as it is called on some of the offi-
cial maps. Tahoe is an Indian name, signi-
fying “big water,"and is pronounced by the
Indians “Tah-0o,” while the “ pale faces”
pronounce it “Tahee.” It is located 12
miles south of Truckee, A splendid road
affords one of the best and pleasantest
drives to be found in the State. The road
follows the river bank, under the shade of
waving pines or across green meadows,
until it reaches Tahoe City, at the foot of
the lake. Here are excellent accommo-
dations for travellers, a good hotel, boats,
and a well-stocked stable, from whence
you take a carriage (if you come by stage)
and travel around the lake.

The latest attraction is a steamboat,
placed upon the lake by B. Iollady, Jr.,
for the accommodation of pleasure seekers,

According to the survey of the State line
Lake Tahoe lies in two States and five
counties, The line between California and
Nevada runs north and south, througn
the lake, until it reaches a certain point
therein, when it changes to a course 17
degs. east of south, Thus the counties of
Eldorado and Placer, in California, and
‘Washoe, Ormsby and Douglay, in Nevada,
all enare in the waters of the Tahoe.
Where the line was surveyed through the
lake it is 1,700 feet deep,

Starting on our exploring tour we will
commence with the eastern shore. The
first object of interest met with is a relic
of the palmy days of staging:

FrIpAY'S StaTiON, an old stage station,

- established by Burke in '59. on the Placer-
ville and Tahoe stage road. Ten miles
further on we come to ihe GLENBROOK
Housg, a favorite resort for tourists. Four
miles further on we come to THE CAVE, a
cavern in the hillside, fully 100 feet above
and overhanging the lake. There are

| taste,

also two saw mills on the eastern shore of
the lake. From Glenbrook House there
is a fine road to Carson City.

Following around to the north end of
the lake, and but a short distance away,
are the celebrated Hor Brrixgs, lying
just across the State line, in Nevada.
Near them is a splendid epring of clear
cold water, totally devoid of mineral
The next object which attracts our
atfention i3 ComxELIAN Bay, a beautiful
indenture in the coast, with fine gravel
bottom. Thus far there has been searcely
a point from which the descent to the
water's edge is not smooth and easy.

Passing on around to the west side
we return to

TAHOE CITY,

which contains two hotels, two stores,
one saloon, two livery stables and several
private dwellings, Four miles from Talioe
City is Saxon's saw mill, and two miles
beyond this we come to more saw mills
and finally we reach Sugar PINE POINT, &
spur of mountains covered with a splendid
forest of sugar pine, the most valuable
lumber, for all uses, found on the Pacific
coast. There are fine streams running
into the lake on each side of the point,
We now arrive at EMERALD BaY, a beau-
tiful placid inlet, two miles long, which
seems to hide itself among the pine-clad
hills. It is not over 400 yards wide at its
mouth, but widens to two miles inland,
forming one of the prettiest land-locked
harbors in the world., It is owned by
Ben Holliday. At the south end of the
lake is the site of the OLp Lake Housg,
burned a short time ago. Af this point
Lake VALLEY CREEK enters the lake,
having wound among the hills for several
miles since it left the springs and snows
which feed it. The VALLEY OF LAEKER
CREEK i8 one of the loveliest to be found
among the Sierras. The whole valley,
from the mountain slope to the lake, ia
one continual series of verdant meadows,
dotted with milk ranches, where the
choicest butter and cheese are manufac-
tured. Around the lake the land is
generally level for some distance back,
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and covered with pine, fir and balsam
timber, embracing at least 300 sections
of as fine timbered land as the State
affords. It is casy of access and handy
to market, the logs being rafted down
the lake to the I'ruckee, and thence
down to any point on the railroad above
Reno.  So much for the general appear-
ance of Lake Tahoe. To understand its
beauties, one must go there and spend
a short time. When once there, sailing
on the beautiful lake, gazing far Jdown
its shining, pebbly bottom, hooking the
sparkling trout that make the pole
sway and bend in your hand like a wil-
low wand, you will be in no hurry to
leave. If you become tired of sailing
and angling, take your gun and tramp
into the hills and fill your game pouch
with quail and grouse, and perhaps you
may start up a deer or bear. He who
cannnt content himself for a time at
Tahoe, could not be satisfied in any
place on sarth; he would need to find
a new and better world.

We have now circled the lake and can
judge of its dimensions, which are 22
miles in length and ten in width. We
are loth to leave it, but we will return to
Truckee, and thence to

DONNER LAEKE.

This lovely little lakelet, the * Gem of
the Sierras,” lics two and a half miles
northwest of Truckee. It isabout three
and a half miles long, with an average
width of one mile, and an unknown
depth—having been sounded 1,700 feet,
and no bottom found. This and Lake
Tahoe are undoubtedly the ecraters of
old voleanoes, the mountains around
them presenting unmistakable evidences
of voleanic formation. The waters of
both lakes are cold and clear as crystal,
the bottom showing every pebble with
great distinctness under water 50 feet
deep. It is surrounded on three sides
by towering mountains, covered with a
heavy growth of fir, spruce and pine
trees of immense size. Were it not for
the occasional rattling of the cars, away
up the mountain side, as they toil up-
ward to the “ SBummit,” and the few ca-

bins scattered here and there along the
shore, one would fancy that he was in
one of nature’s secret retreats, where
man had never ventured before. But
when an immense log comes sweepin
and crashing down the hill-side an
plunges into the lake, he arrives at the
conclusion that seme one has been here
before him, and has concluded to stay
a while. A small stream which tumbles
down the mountain side winds its way
through the dense wood, and empties
its ice-cold flood in the upper end or
head of the lake, which rests against the
foot of “ Summit" Mountain. At this
point, on a low, gravelly flat, shaded by
giant pines, is the
LAKE HOUSE,

A favorite resort for tourists. The
stage from Truckee runs to this place
twice a day, on the arrival of the cars
from east and west. From the Lake
House, a very fine view of the railroad
can be obtained. Within sight are four
tunnels and several miles of snow-sheds,
while behind and seemingly overhan
ing the road, the mountain’s bald, bleak,
bare, massive piles ol granite tower far
abuve, their precipitous sides seeming
to bid defiance to the ravages ol time,
A fine road has been graded along the
right-hand shore, frem the station to
the Lake House, forming a sPIcndid
drive. The “old emigrant road " skirts
the foot of the Jake (where the Donner
party perished), and following up the
stage road, climbs the “Bummit” just
beyond the long tunnel, Originally, it
struck the divide at Summit Valley;
from thence it followed the valley down
for several miles, then struck across the
crest-spurs, and followed the divide
down from Emigrant Gap.

On the grade road, at the foot of the
lake, is the

GRANT HOUSE,

Another resort for travelers and tour-
ists. At this place, arnd also at the Lake
House, are boats, fishing tackle, and all
things needful for an excursion on the
placid waters. A saw mill has been
built at the foot of the lake, where a
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Freat amount of lumber is manufactured.
The 1 are slid down the mountain
sides in "shoota," or troughs made of
large trees, into the lake, and then rafted
down to the mill. On the west side of the
lake the timber has not been disturbed,
but sweeps down from the railroad to the
water’s edge in one dense unbroken forest.

From the foot of the lake issucs a beau-
tiful creek, which, after uniting with
Coldstream, forms the Little Truckee
river,

COLDSTREAM,

‘Which runs close by the lower end of the
lake, is a clear, cold mountain stream,
about fifteen miles long. It rises in the
“Summit” Mountain, opposite Summit
valley. Its waters are very cold, and are
wel. stocked with fish. Some excellent
grazing land borders the ereek after it
leaves the mountain’s gorge. The foot
of the lake is bordered with green
meadows, covering an extent of several
hundred acres of fine grazing land.

FISHING AND HUNTING.

In Donner and Tahoe Lakes is found
the gilver trout, which attains the weight
of 20 pounds. "There are many varieties
of fish in these lakes, but this is most
prized, most sought after by the angler.
1t is rare sport to bring to the water's
edge one of these sleek-hide, slmrp-bztm
fellows—to handle him dalicate]cfr
daintily until he is safe Janded, and then,
when his remains are fried, baked, or
broiled brown, it is not bad employment
for the jaws to masticate the erisp, juicy
morsels—it's not bad jawing. The water
near the lake shore is fairly alive with
white fish, dace, rock-fish, and several
other varietieg, the trout keeping in
deeper water. There is no more favorite
resort for the angler and hunter than
these lakes and the surrounding moun-
tains, where quail, grouse, deer and bear
abound. These lakes are a favorite re-
sort for the

“BAN FRANCISCO SCHOOLMARMS,"

Who annually visit this locality during
the summer vacation. The steamboat
and railroad companies generally pass

them over the route, and they pass a
happy week at Tahoe and Donner Lakes.
It is & pleasant sight to see these merry
girls—they are girls when among the
hills—romping, scrambling and wander-
ing among the hills and along the lake
shore, giving new life-and animation to
the scene. The gray old hills and mighty
forests re-echo with their merry laughter,
as they stroll around the lake, gathering
flowers and mosses, or, perhaps, essaying
their skill as anglers, to the great
slaughter of the finny inhabitants of the
lake, and the total demoralization of the
hearts of their male companions.

It gives us great pleasure, too, to see
“ye” male teacher threading his way
amid the brush and bogs around the lake.
With what an effort he lifts his apology
for a lez over some stupid log, which
would come right in his way. Overcome
with the effort, he sits down on an ant’s
nest beside the log to rest, when alon%
comes a shouting, rosy-faced bevy o
girla, who leap over the log, frightening
“ye master” pearly out of his wits—if
he has any—he is very much “shocked,”
and tries to look dignified ; they carniot,
and would not if they could; neither do
they try, but pass on in their wild chase
after health and vigor.

Why will our city men be so disgust-
ingly dignified and stupid when in the
pursuit of pleasure? They cannot enjoy
life and freedom from care, as can a
woman ; they must ever be “ stuckup,”
or very precise, like hired mourners to a
funeral.

THE DONNER PARTY.

Around thir beautiful sheet of water—
nestled go clogely in the embrace of these
mighty mountains, smiling and joyous
in its matchless beauty, as though no
dark sorrow had ever occurred on its
shores, or its clear waters reflected back
the wan and haggard face of starvation !
—is clustered the saddest of memories—
a memory perpetuated by the name of
the lake.

In the fall of '46, a party of emigrants,
mostly from Illinoig, arrived at Truckee
river, worn and wasted from their long
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and arduous journey. Among that party
was a Mr, Donner, who, with his family,
were secking the rich bottom lands of
the California rivers, the fame of which
had reached them in their eastern home.
At that time a few hardy pioneers had
settled near Sutter’s Fort, brought there
by the returning trappers who, with
wondrous tales of the fertility of the
#oil and the genial climate of California,
had induced some of their friends to
return with them and settle in this
beautiful land. The Donner party, as it
is generally called, was one of those
parties, and under the gunidance of a
trapper, was journeying to this then
almost unknown land.” Arrived on the
Truckee, the gnide, who knew the danger
threatening ﬁzem, hurried them forward,
that they might cross the dreaded Sierras
ere the snows of winter ghould encom-
rass them. Part of the train hurried
orward, but Mr. Donner, who had a
large lot of eattle, would not hurry.
Despite all warnings, he loitered along
until at last he reached the foot of Donner
Lake, and encamped there for the night.
The weather was growing cold, and the
black and threatening sky betokened the
coming storm. At Donner Lake, the
road turned to the left in those days,
following up Coldstream and crossing
the Summit, near SBummit Meadows, a
very difficult and dangerous route in fair
weather. The party who encamped at
the lake that night numbered 16 souls,
among whom was Mrs. Donner and her
four children. During the night, the
threatened storm burst over them in all
its fury. The old pines swayed and bent
before the blast which swept over the
lake, bearing destruction and death on
its snow-laden wings. The snow fell
heavily and fast, as it ¢an fall in these
mountains, The frightened cattle broke
from their guards and fled.

In the morning the terrorstricken
emigrants beheld one vast expanse of
snow, and the large white flakes falling
thick and fast. Still there was hope.
BSome of the cattle and their horses re-
mained. They could leave the wagons,
and with the horges they might possibly

croes the mountains, But here arose
another difficulty. Mr. Donner was un-
well, and could not go; or, preferring to
wait until the storm subgided,—and Mrs.
Donner, like a true woman, refused to
leave her husband,

The balance of the party—with the
exception of one, a German, who de-
cided to stay with the family—placed
the children on the horses, and bade
Mr. and Mrs. Donner a lest good-by ; and
after a long and perilous battle with the
storm, they succeeded in crossing the
mountains and reaching the wvalleys,
where the danger was at an end. 'The
gtorm continued, almost without inter-
mission, for several weeks, and these who
had erossed the Summit knew that an
attempt to reach the imprisoned party
would be futile, worse than folly, until
the epring sun should melt away the iey
barrier.

Of the long and dreary winter passed
b?* these three persons, who shall tell
The tall stumps (see illustration) stand-
ing near where stood the cabin atiest
the depth of snow, Some of them are
20 feet in height.

Early in the spring a party of brave
men, led by Claude Cheney, started {rom
the valley to bring out the prisoners,
expecting to find them alive and well, for
it was supposed_that they had provisions
enough to last them through the winter,
but it seems they were mistaken.

After a desperate effort, which required
weeks of toil and exposure, the party
succeeded in scaling the mountains and
came to the camp of the Donners. What
a sight met the first glance—before the
fire sat the Dutchman, holding, in a vice-
like grasp, a roasted arm and haud, which
he was greedily eating. With a wild
and frightened look he sprang to his
feet and confronted the new comers,
holding on to the arm as though he
feared they would deprive him of his
repast. The remains of the arm were
taken from him by main force, and the
maniac secured. The remains of Mr,
Donner were found, and with those of
his faithful wife, given such burial as
the ecircumstances would permit, and
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Starvation Camp.—Stumps cut by the Donner Lake Party, 1846, Fou full description sz page 167,
(From photograph by Thos. Houseworth & Co., San Francisco.
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taking the survivor with them, returned
to the valley.

The German recovered, and still lives.
His story is that soon after the party left
Mr, Donner died, and was buried in the
snow. The last of the cattle escaped,
leaving but little food; and when that
was exausted, Mrs. Donner died. Many
dark suspicions of foul play on the part
of the only survivor has been circulated,
but whether they are correct will never
be known, until the final unraveling of
time's dark mysteries.

BIERRA VALLEY

Lies about 30 miles from Truckee Lrny,
among the Sierras. Tt is about 40 miles
long, with a width of from five to seven
miles. It is fertile, thickly settled, and
taken in connection with some other
mountain valleys, might be termed the
Orange connty of California, from the
quantity and quality of butter and cheese
manufactured there. In the mountain
valleys and on the tablelands the best
butter and cheese found in the State are
manufactured—the low valleys being too
warm, and the grasses and water not so
good as found here. In Sierra, and many
other mountain valleys, good erops of
grain and vegetablea are grown in favor-
able seasons, but the surest and most

rofitable business is dairying. The
Eourishin town of Royalton i= situated
in this valley.
HONEY LAKE,

An almost circular sheet of water, about
10 miles in diameter, lies about 50 miles
north of Truckee City. Willow creek and
Susan creek enter it at the north, while
Lone Valley creek empties its waters
into the southérn portion of the lake.
Some fine meadow and grazing land is
found in the walleys bordering these
streams, which has been occupied by set-
tlers, and econverted into flourishing farme.

Susanville, the principal town in the
valley, is sitnated north of the lake. It
is connected by stage with Reno, Nevada,
and Oroville, California,

We now take leave of Truckee City
and its surroundings, and prepare to
eross the “ Bummit of the Sierras,” four-

teen miles distant. With two locomo-
tives leading, we cross the North Fork
or Little Truckee on a single-span Howe
truss bridge. We leave it behind us,
and make directly across the broken
land bordering the lake meadows for the
foot of the SBierras. Now, we skirt alon,
the hill.side, with the beautiful Cold-
stream (a branch of the North Fork), on
our right, winding through the grassy
valley and among the waving pines.
Eleven miles from Truckee we arrive at
STRONG'S CANON,

Now, we bend around the southern end
of the valley, which borders the lake,
and crossing Coldstream, we commence
the ascent of the mountain. Now, we
skirt the eastern base, rising higher and
higher until Donner Lake, the loveliest
gem in the Sierrag, is far below us, look-
ing like a lake of silver set in the shadows
of green forests and brown mountains.
Up still, the long black line, bent around
and seeming stealing away in the same
direction in which we are moving, though
far below us, points out the winding
course we have followed. Up, still up,
higher and higher, and now we enter
the long line of snow-sheds, leading to
the first tunnel. We toil on, rushing
through the snow-sheds, plunging into
the tunnel, the locomotives snorting an
angry defiance as we enter these gloomy
rock-bound chambers.
SUMMIT STATION,

Beven thousand and seventeen feet above
the level of the sea. Distance from
Omaha, 1,669 miles; from Sacramento,
105 miles. We are not on the highest
lands of the Sierra by any means, for
bleak and bare of verdure rise the granite
peaks around us. Piles of granite,
their weatherstained and moss-clad
sides glistening in the morning sun,
rise between us and the “ western
shore,” hiding from our sight the vast
expanse of plain that we know lies be-
tween us and our destination. Scatter-
ing groups of hardy fir and spruce line
the mountain gorges, where rest the
everlasting snows. To the east rises
Rattlesnake Mountain, its rocky crest
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towering among the clouds, seeming but
one immense mass of solid granite, with
here and there a bunch of stunted bushes
growing among the clefts and chasms
which traverse it.

We are on the dividing ridge which
separates the head waters of several
mountain rivers, which, by different and
tortuons courses, find at last the same
common receptacle for their enow-fed
waters—the Sacramento River. Close to
our right, far down in that fir-clad gorge,
the waters of the South Yuba leap and
dance along, amid dense and gloomy
forests, and over almost countless rapids,
cascades and waterfalls. This stream
heads against and far ap the Summit, one
branch crossing the road at the next sta-
tion, Cascade. As we pass along the di-
vide, after passing Cisco, we shall see the
head waters of Bear River, lying between
the divide and the Yuba, which winds
away beyond our gight behind another
mountain ridge, Farther on still and we
lose sight of Bear River to find the
American River on our left. Thdse
streams reach the same ending—the Sa-
cramento River—but far apart, where they
mingle with that stream. There is no
grander gcenery in the Sierras—of tower-
ing mountains, deep gorges, lofty preci-
pices, sparkling waterfalls and crystal
lakes—than abound within an easy dis-
tance of this place. The tourist can find
scenes of the deepest interest and grandest
beauty ; the scholar and philosopher ob-
jects of rare yalue for scientific investiga-
tion; the hunter and angler can find an
almost unlinited field for their amusement
—the former in the gorges of the moun-
tains, where the timid deer and fierce
grizzly bear make their home; the latter
among the mountain lakes and streams,
where the speckled trout leaps in its joy-
ous freedom, while around all is thé
music of snow-fed mountain torrent and
mountain breeze, and over all is the clear,
blue sky of our sunny clime, tempered
and softened by the shadows of the ever-
lasting hills, There is life, health and
vigor on every hand, if one will but em-

brace it.

THE TUNNELS AND SNOW SHEDS.

From the time when the road enters the
crests of the “Summit,” it passes through
a succession of tunnels and snow sheds
(see first snow shed illustration), so closely
connected that the traveller can hardly tell
when the cars enter or leave a tunnel. The
Summit tunnel, the longest of the num-
ber, is 1,659 feet long, the others ranging
from 100 to 870 feet in length.

Fires sometimes cause damage to sheds
and road, but seldom any delay to the traing,
as the company have materials of all kinds
on hand for any emergency, and with their
swarm of men can replace everything al-
most as quick as it is destroyed; but, to
further protect the suow sheds and bridges
from fire, and the more effectually to ex-
tinguish them, the Railroad Company
have stationed at the Summit the locomo-
tive Grey Eagle (with steam always up
and ready to answer a summons), with a
foree pump of large capacity, supplied with
steam from the engine, Attached to the
locomotive are eight water cars, the tanks
on which are connected with each other
and with the tender of the engine, so that
the supply of water will always be suffl-
cient to check any ordinary fire,

The snow sheds are solid structures,
built of sawed and round timber, com-
pletely roofing in the road for many miles.
‘When the road was completed there were
23 miles of shed built, at an actual cost of
$10,000 per mile. With the additions since
made the line reaches about 45 miles, which
includes the whole length of the deep snow
line on the dividing ridge. When we
consider that along the summit the snow
falls from 16 to 20 feet deep during a
wet winter, we can imagine the necessity
and importance of these structures, By
this means the track is as clear from snow
in the winter as in the valleys. The mighty
avalanches which sweep down the moun-
tain sides in the spring, bearing every-
thing before them, pass over the sloping
roofs of the sheds and plunge into the
chasms below, while beneath the rushing
mass the cars glide smoothly along, the

, passengers hardly knowing but what they
are in the midst of an enormous tunnel.
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Where the road lies clear on the divide
or level land, the sheds have sharp roofs,
like those of any building calculated to
withstand a great weight of snow, But
where the road is built against the gide
of these bare peaks, the rootof the shed
can have but one slope, and that must
reach the mountain side, to enable the
“gnow slides"” to cross the road without
doing harm to that or the passing
trains. (See second snow-shed-illustra-
tion.)

Leaving the Summit, we passs on,
through show-sheds and tunnels, around
the base of towering peaks, anon over
the bare ridge with an uubroken view
on either hand, then amid grand old
forest trees until we reach

CASCADE,

Six miles west of Summit. Elevation,
6,719 teet. Here we cross one of the
brances of the Yuba, which goes leap-
ing down the rocks in a shower of spray
during the summer, but in the winter
the chasm shows but a bed of snow and
ice. While passing along, the traveler
will observe to the west a broad g-assy
meadow, dotted with trees, and I;'ing
between two lofty mountains, his
beaatiful plain is called

SUMMIT VALLEY,

It will repay the traveler to spend a
day here, in one of the loftiest of the
Bierra valleys. It is covered with a
luxuriant growth of grass, affording
I)u.st.ura.ge for large bands of cattle, dur-

ng the summer. It is all oceupied by
dairymen aod stockraisers, at whose
comfortable dwellings the tourist will
find a hearty welcome. It is a delight-
ful summer retreat—a favoriteresort for
those who prefer the mountains with
their cool breezes and pure water, The
valley is watered by many springs and
suow-fed rivulets, whose waters tlow to
the American river.

This valley is becoming noted in a
business ?oint of view, as well as being
a place of summer resort. It is becom-
iniﬂce}ehrabed as a meat packing station,
it having been demonstrated that pork

and beef can be successfully cured here
during any portion of the year, Inmost
portions of the State, and especially so
on the plaias, it is extremcly difficult,
generally impossible, to cure meat by
the usual process of pickli_g. The
hams, which are cured in the low lands,
are generally * pumped,” and then they
keep but a short time. DBut here meat
cai be put up in brine and thoroughly
cured at any time. This fact, together
with its proximity to the railroad, will
have the effeet of creating an extensive
business at this polat.

BODA SPRINGS.

These springs are found near the foot
of Summit Va.ley, their waters uwitia
with others, formiig the head waters o
the American river. The spriugs are
very large and nunerous, The water is
proaou.ced to be the best medicical
water ia the State. It is a delightfal
driuk, cool and sparkliag, possessi. g the
taste of the best quality of macufactured
soda water. 'Lhe larger of the sprizgs
have beenimproved, and great qua. tities
of the water is now bottled aund shipped
to all parts of the State. Near the Soda
Spriags are others, the waters of which
are devoid of mineral or aciduous taste,
and cold as ice.

“’Tis a singular place,” the miner
said, when telling his friends of his dis-
covery. *“’Tis asingular place; dog on
my skin if it ain’t, whar sweet and sour
water comes oute'n the same hole, one
bilin® hot, to look at it, but cold as ice;
the other looking warm and gquiet, but
cold enough to freeze a feller to death.”
We leave the valley and Hot Springs
with the remark that at Tinker's Sta-
tion, or

TAMARACK,

Is the best poiat at which to leave the
cars for a visit to the valley. This sta-
tion is four miles west of the cascades,
and has little importance, cars stoppiug
only on signal. Elevation, 6,191 feet,

Among the hills, through snow-sheds
and tunnels, we speed on for three miles,
when we arrive at
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CISCO,

An eating station. Elevation, 5,939 feet,
where good meals can be obtained.
There is quite a little town of sharp-
roofed wooden houses here, containing
about 400 iohabitauts. At one time it
was quite an important place, being the
“terminus” duriag the time occupied
in tuaneling through the summit. A
turn table aud small shops were erected,
but they are little used now, as the road
has passed them.

Leaving Cisco, we pass on the down
grade carrying us along rapidly and
easily, without the help of the locomo-
tives. We feel refreshed by the moun-
tain breeze, and when the snow-sheds
have an interval between them, we
catch glimpses of the streams we have
mentioned, the Bear and Yuba rivers
away to our right and far, far below us,
Eight miles west from Cisco, we reach

EMIGRANT GAP,

The point where the old emigrant road
crossed the divide, and followed down
the ridges to the valley of the Sucra-
mento. The emigrants passed over the
“ gap,” we pass under it, making aslight
difference in elevation between the two
roads, as well as a difference in the
mode of traveling,. We have seen the
last of the old emigrant road that we
have followed so far.  No more will the
weary emigrant toil over the long and
weary journey. Space is annihilated,
and the tireless iron horse will hence-
forth haul an iron wagon over an iron
road, landing the emigrant fresh and
hearty, after & week's ride, in the sunny
land of his adoption.

Passing on amid the grand old pines,
leaving the summit peaks behind, we
turn up blue eanyon, the road bed on
the opposite bank apparently running
paraliel with the one we are traversing.
We swing around the head of the can-
yon, past saw mills, and Inmber side-
tracks, until we reach the station of

BLUE CANYON,
Six miles from Cisco. Elevation, 4,677
feet. A freight and lumber station, for

the accommodation of the mills in the
vicinity. Immense quantities of lumber
are munufactured in these mountains,
near the line of the road, Sacramento
affording a ready market for the article,
Before the railroad reached these moun-
tains, the lumber interest of this section
was of little value, there being only a
local demand, which hardly paid for
building mills and keeping teams. The
mines were then the only market—the
cost of freight to the valleys forbidding
competition with the Puget Sound lum-
ber trade, or with mills situated so much
nearer the agricultural districts, Now
the lumber can be sent to the valleys,
and sold as cheap as any in a market
rarely overstocked, for the one item of
lumber forms one of the staple market
articles, ruling at more regular prices,
and being in better demand, than any
other article of trade, if we except wheat.
Passing on, we leave Blue Canyon,
its sparkiing waters and giant pines,
speeding along around the hill sides,
ast
P CHINA RANCH,
An unimportant station, two miles wesé
of Blne Canyon, with an elevation of
4410 feet, SBoon after leaving, to our
leit—on south side—can be seen the

GREAT AMERICAN CANYON,

One of the grandest gorges in the Sierra
Mountains., [See Illustration.] The
river is here compreesed between two
walls, 2,000 feet Ingh, and so near per-
pendicular that we can stand on the
brink of the cliff and lovk directly down
on the foaming waters below. The can-
yon is about two miles long, and so pre-
cipitous are its sider, which are washed
by the torrent, that it has been found
impossible 10 ascend the ptream through
the gorge even on foot.
Five miles beyond Shady Run, we
stop for a few minutes at
ALTA,
A freight and passenger station. Alta
| looks old and weather-beaten, and its
half.dozen board houses, with eharp
| roofs, look as though there was little less
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than a century between the present and
the time when they were ushered into
existence, like its namesake in San
Francisco, after which it was named.

Two miles further on and we stop at
DUTCH FLAT,

Commonly called German Level, the sta-
tion for the town of that name. Eleva-
tion, 3,403 feet. The town of Dutch
Flat is situated in a hollow, near by and
to the right of the road, a portion of it
being in plain view. The town contains
many good buildings, churehes, schools,

_and hotels, Population, about 2,000.
One feature of this town is worth not-
ing, and worthy of commendation—the
beautiful gardens and fine orchards
which ornament almost every house.
Inzalmost all of the mountain towns, in
fact in all of the older mining towns,
the scene is reproduced, while many of
the valley towns are bare of vines, flow-
erz or froit trees, The miner’s cabin
has its garden and fruit trees attached,
if water can be had for irrigation, while
half of the furm houses have neither
fruit trees, shrubs, flowers or gardens
around them.

BTAGE LINE, FREIGHT, &C.

G. H. Colby runs a daily coach to Ne-
vada City, 1614 miles distant, via Little
York, You Bet and Red Dog. Freight
is left here for these places and the sur-
rounding mines,

LITTLE YORK,

A mining town, three miles northwest
of Dutch Flat, contains about 500 in-
habitants.

YOU BET,

Six miles from Little York, also a min-
ing town, about the size of Little York.
RED DOG,

Seven and a half miles from You Bet,
still another small mining town. These
towns are situated on what is called
the Blue Lead, the best large placer

mining district in the State. The trav-
eler will see the evidences of the vast
labor performed here while standing on
the platform of the cars at Alta, Dutch
Flat or Gold Run stations, The Blue
Lead extends from below Gold Run,
through the length of Nevada, on, into
and through a portion of Sicrra county,
1t is supposed to be the bed of some an-
cient river which was much larger than
any of the existing mountain streams.
The course of this old river was nearly
at right angles with that followed by the
Yuba and other streams which run
across it. The channel is from one to
five miles wide in places; at least the
gravel hills, which are supposed to cover
the bed, extend for that distance across
the range. Many of these gravel hills
are from 100 to 500 feet high, covered
with pine trees tfrom two to six feet in
diameter.  Petrified trees, oak and pine,
and other woods, such as manzanita,
mountain mahogany and maple are
found in the bed of the river, showin
that the same varicties of wood existe
when this great change was wrought,
as are now growing on the adjacent
hallsides.

The traveler will observe by the road
side, mining ditches and flames, carry-
ing a large and rapid stream of clear
cold water. These ditches extend for
many miles, tapping the rivers near
their sources—near the regions of per-
petual snow. By this means the water
18 conveyed over the tops of the hills,
whence it is carried to any claim below 3
it. The long, high and narrow flume,
called a “telegraph,” carries the water
from the ditch, as nearly level as possi-
ble, over the claim to be worked. To
the * telegraph” is attached a hose with
an iron pipe, or nozzle, through which
the water rushes with great velocity.
‘When directed against a gravel bank, it
cuts and tears it down, washing the dirt
thoroughly, at a rate astonishing to
those nnaquainted with hydraulic min-
ing. The water carries rocks, dirt and
sand through the tail race and into the
long flumes where the riffles for collect-
ing the gold are placed. Miles and
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miles of the Humes have been built at
an enormous expense to save the gold
carried away in the tailings.

Around Little York and You Bet, the
lead is mixed too much with cement to
mine in this manner with profit, hence
mills have been erected where the ce-
ment is worked in the same manner as
quartz rock, crushed and then amalga-
mated. But we cannot linger here, we
must go on with the train, which, even
now, 18 starting.

GOLD RUN,

Two miles beyond Dutch Flat; eleva-
tion 8,206 feet. A small mining town,
containing about 200 inhabitants.
Around 1t you can see on every hand
the miner's work. Long flume beds,
which carry off the washed gr'wvl
and retain the gold; long and large
ditches full of ice-cold water, which,
directed by skillful hands, are fast tear-
ing down the mountains and sending
the washed debris to fill the river beds
in the plains below. There are a set of
“pipes” busy in playing against the
hillside, which often comes down in
acres. All is life, enercy and activity.
We don’t see many children peeping
out of those cabins, for they are not so
plenty in the mining districts as in Salt
Lake. But we do see nearly all of the
cabins swrrounded with little gardens
and orchards, which produce the finest
of froit.

Leaving Gold Run, we descend the
mountain rapidly. Here and there we
see Chinese cabins, and by them huge
piles of soap root, and bales of the pre-
pared article. It will be transported
to the factories, where it is manufue-
tured into mattresses. This root grows
in profusion in the hard red soil of the
mountains. On, amid mining claims,
by the side aflatrge ditches, through the
deep gravel cuts, and along the grassy
hillsides, until, on the left, we catch a
glimpee of the North Fork of the Amer-
ican river, foaming and dashing along
in a narrow gorge fu]l 1,500 feet beneath
us. Farther on we see the North Fork
of the North Fork, dashing down the
steep mountain atright angles with the

other, leaping from waterfall to water-
fall, its sparkling current resembling an
ml'y chain of da,ncmg sunbeams, as it
hastens on to unite with the main
streamn. Now we lose sight of it, while
it passes through one of those grand
canyons only to be met with in these
mountains. Now we pass

C. . MIILLS,

A signal station, six miles {rom Gold
Run. Elevation, 2,601 feet. We pass
steadily on, leaving the scene behind,
when suddenly it breaks on our view
again, and this time right under us as it
seems, but much farther down below us,
It seems as though we could jump from
the platform into the river, so close are
we to the brink of the precipice ; stead-
ily on goes the long train, while far
below us the waters dance alnng, the
river looking like a winding thread of
silver laid in the bottom of the chasm,
2,500 feet below us. This is .
CAPE HORN.

Timid ladies will draw back with a
shudder, one look into the awful chasm
being sufficient to unsetile their nerves
and deprive them of the wigh to linger
near the grandest scene on the whole
line of the trans-continental railroad.
Now look farther down the river and
behold that black speck spanning the
silver line. That is the turnpike bridge
on the road to Iowa Hill, though it
looks nolarger than a foot plank. Now
we turn sbarp around to our richt,
where the towering masses of rock have
been cut down, affording a road-bed,
where a few yearsago the savage conld
not make a foot trail. Far above us
they rear their black crests, towering
away, as it were, to the clouds, their
long shadows falling fur across the love-
Iy little valley now lying on our left,
and a thousand feet below us still. We
have lost sight of the river, and are fol-
lowing the mountain side, looking for a
place where we cross this valley and
reach the road-bed on the opposite side,
which we can see runs parallel with us.
We have found it, and turning to our
left, we cross the valley on a trestle




CROF‘UTI"S TRANS-CONTINENTAT, TOURIST'S GUIDE.

177

bridge 113 feet high and 878 feet long,
where it crosses the lowest part of the
valley. Gradually the height grows less,
until it is reduced, at the end of 600
feet, enough to admit of an embank-
ment being raised to meet it. On, over
the embankment which curves around
to the left, and now we are on the solid
hill side, and running along opposite
the road by which we passed up the
valley. We now have our last and best
look at the bold bluff.

The best view of this noted place is
obtained when going east, or from the
river below. (Seeillustration.) Viewed
from the river, the passing train looks
like some huge monster winding around
the bluff, bold point, puffing and blow-
ing with its herculean labors, or seream-
ing angry notes of defiance, or perhaps
of ultimate triumph at the obstacles
overcome, When the road was in
course of construction, the groups of
Chinese laborers on the blufls looked
almost like swarms ofants, when viewed
from the river. Years ago, the cunning
savage could find only a very round-
about trail by which to ascend the point,
where now the genius and energy of
the pale-face haa%-a.id a broad and safe
road whereon the iron steed carries its
living freight swiftly and safely on their
way to and from ocean to ocean.

‘When the road-bed was constructed
around this point, the men who broke
the first standing ground were held by
ropes until firm foot-holds eould be ex-
cavated in the rocky sides of the precip-
tous bluffs,

COLFAX,

While we have been talking, the cars
have arrived at this place, five miles
west of C. H. Mill's station. Elevation,
2,421 feet. This is a regular eating sta-
tion, and an excellent table will be found
at the Railroad House, kept by Curley
& More. The company has a large de-
pot here, this being the distributing
gpint. for freight bound for Grass Valley,

evada, and a large scope of mining
country. The town is named.in honor
of Schuyler Colfax, one of the warmest

friegds and earliest supporters of the
road.

Colfax is one of the prettiest and most
substantial of the railroad towns. It
contains about 200 buildings, some of
brick, the remainder of wood. There
are three hotels, one church, several sa-
loong, Odd Fellows' and Masons’ halls,
ete. The town contains about 1,000 in-
habitants, is well watered, and has an
air of general thrift about it, which
marks all the permanent towns along
the road.

STAGE LINES AND FREIGHT.

The Iowa Hill line runs daily stages
to Towa Hill, 12 miles. The Telegraph
Btage Line Co., C. J. Shaw, agent, run
daily lines to Grass Valley, 13 miles;
Nevada, 17 miles; North San Juan, 29
miles; Camptonville, 41 miles; Forest
Hill City, 60 miles, and Downieville, 70
miles. Fast freight for Nevada, Grass
Valley, 8an Juan, Little York, You Bet,
is taken on four-horse express wagons
by an enterprising line. But the regu-
lar freighting goes a little slower, gen-
erally. The Grass Valley and Nevada
freight is a very important item in the
business of the railroad; these large
towns receiving all their freight from
this point. Iowa Hill and the mining
country across the American river is
supplied from this station. .

As the traveler may desire to visit
some of the California towns, we will
give a few items regarding some con-
nected by stage with Colfax.

GRASS VALLEY.

This thriving mining town lies thir-
teen miles noriherly from Colfax, and
contains about 5,000 inhabitants. It is
a beautiful town,—one of those lovely
places only met with in the California
mines. 1t contains numerous fine build-
ingsd, public and private. The private
dwellings, generally, are encloged in fine
orchards and gardens, which give an air
of comfort ang home-like beauty rarely
met with The town derives its prom-
inence from the quartz mines in and
around it. No town in the State has
produced an equal amount of gold from
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quartz, none hasadded more real wealth
to the State at large.

NEWSPAPERS, SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES.

The Grass Valley National, Democra-
tic, dail{, and Grass Valley Union, daily,
are well conducted journals, very zeal-
ous in their local interests. The schools
are among the best, and well attended.
The churches, which are neat, tasty
structures, represent several denomin-
ations. The Orphan Asylum, under
charge of the Sisters of Mercy, is a noble
edifice, a credit to the community, and
in its management it reflects honor on
those noble ladies whose lives are de-
voted to alleviating the sufferings of
others.

HOTELS.

There are four of these necessary in-
stitutions here, of which the Exchange,
kept by Charley Smith, is the most
noted resort for travelers,

LINES OF TRAVEL.

The town is connected with Nevada
and the northern towns by stage ; also
with Marysville.

MINES, MILLS, ETC.

In September, 1850, a miner picked
up a piece of gold-bearing quartz on
Gold Hill. From this prospecting com-
menced, and soon several valuable
. mines were opened. In 1851 the first
quartz mill was erected in Boston ra-
vine, now one of the most populous
portions of the town. We can only
give the names of a few of the most
noted lodes, which have rendered this
bﬂ)re foremost mining town in the State.

‘hey are the Allison Ranch vein, Rocky
Bar vein, Eureka and the Old Emper-
or's vein, The quartz mills are all sup-
plied with all the modern improve-
ments, milling the ore with little loss.
There are many of these struetures in
and around town, thousands of dollars
being invested in this property. The
custom mills work rock very cheap,
affording prospectors an opportunity to
test their discoveries. From our knowl-
edge of Grass Valley and the quartz belt
of Nevada county, we would advise

prospectors to try their luck in that
section, in preference to running after
any excitements in other and less fay-
ored localities.

NEVADA,
The county seat of Nevada county, is
situated on Deer ceeek, four miles from
Grass Valley, and contains about 4,000
inhabitants. It is rather irregularly
laid out, owing to the formation of the
land, and the creek which runs through
a portion of the town. The county
buildings are very fine, the jail one of
the best in the State. There are manﬁ‘
elegant private residences, and in a
parts of the city we find the tasty gar-
dens, flourishing orchards and vine-
yards, their bright green foliage con-
trasting strikingly with the brown or
red hillsides,

NEWBPAPERS, SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES.

The Nevada Transeript and Nevada
Gagzette, Republican, dailies, are first-class
local journals, and deserving of success.
Nevada boasts of her public schools, and
justly too—for in no county in the State
18 the educational interest more flourish-
ing or better represented. The several
denominations have fine churches, which
are very well attended. The colored
citizens of Nevada have a church of their
own, and a large congregation, con-
sidering the number of that class of
citizens. -

HOTELS.

The city contains several, the leading
ones being the National, by J. Lancaster,
and the Union (the largest frame build-
ing in the State), by Eaton & Williamson.
We can recommend both, and besides
we will add, do not leave Nevada until
you “go to ‘ Blaze's,”

LINES OF TRAVEL.

Nevada is connected by stage with
Marysville, oz Grass Valley; Dutch
Flat, via Little York and You Bet;
North San Juan and Downieville.

MINES AND MILLS.

The first mining in Nevada was

placer, creek and gulch-washing. The

—
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mines were very rich, and lasted several

ears, During this time, the famous

ill ** diggings,” a part of the * old river
bed,” were discovered and opened.
i They, too, proved a source of great
wealth, thou’gh many miners became
“dead broke ™ before the right system—
hydraulie minilﬁwith long flumes—was
inaugurated. ese mines proved very
extensive and lasting, and yet form one
of the chief sources of the city's wealth.
Of late years the attention of the people
has been directed to cement and quartz
mining, and several very valuable quartz
veins have been opened, and fine mills
erected on them. The quartz interest
is now a decided feature in the business
of the city.

NORTH SAN JUAN,
A hydraulic mining town, situated in
the richest part of the “deep digging,”
29 miles from Nevada, is one of the
liveliest mining towns to be met with,
and contains about 1,500 inhabitants.
The town is surrounded by orchards and
wineyards, and the residences are fairly
embowered in flowers. The township
in which San Juan is located produces
over $1,300,000 in gold annually.
CAMPTONVILLE,
Forty-one miles from Nevada, isa small
mining town in Yuba county, containing
about 500 inhabitants. It is dependent
on placer mining, and has a portion of
the “ old channel " or hill mines in its
immediate vicinity.
FORREST HILL CITY,
Sixty miles from Nevada, is also a min-
ing town of 400 inhabitants, situated in
Sierra county. The mines are “ drift
digyirgs.”
DOWNIEVILLE,

The largest town in Sierra count%r, 5
miles from Nevada, situated on the Yuba
river, and containsg about 1,000 inhabi-
tants, it is a fiourishing town, neatly
built, containing many elegant private
and public buildings, including several
good heteis. The Downieville Messenger,
weekly, is published here,—an excellent
mountan journal

We will now return to Nevada, ad-
ding, as a parting word, that these
places are all accessible by stage from
Colfax, via Nevada and Grass Valley.
We will now note the towns lying on
another stage route.

EUREEA BOUTH,
Or, Graniteville, a small quariz mining
town, 28 miles from Nevada. It is sit-
uated in the midst of a rich quartz sec-
tion, has several quartz mills, and is a
thriving town. Connected with Ne-
vada by stage. Population, 800.
On the stage road from Nevada to
this place, we find

LAKE CITY,
Eleven miles from Nevada. A small
mining town, dependent on placer
mines. Population, 250. Three miles
beyond, we come to

NORTH BLOOMFIELD,
Or Humbug, a mining town of about
350 inhabitants, Deep and rich *dig-
gings " are found here, but the want of
proper drainage prevents them from
being worked to advantage. With this
defect remedied, Humbug would be
humbug no longer,

Six miles further on, we arrive at

MOORE'S FLAT,

A rather fine mining town of about 600
inhabitants. The minesare placer, deep
washing, have been very rich, and are
still paying. The town contains many
good buildings and a Catholic Church.

Between Bloomfield ~nd Moore'’s Flat
is the little mining town of

WOOLSEY'S FLAT,
Once a populous mining town, now
nearly deserted, probably not over 5C
or 75 people remaining there.
We must not forget to mention the

GLEN BROOK RACE COURSE,

A fine mile-track, situated half way be-
tween Nevada and Grass Valley. It 18
located in a little valley, surrounded by
low hills and is kept in excellent order.
It is claimed that the fastest time ever
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made in the State has been made on this
track. It is owned and kept by Ned
Pratt.

We will now return to Colfax and see
what towns there are to note in the op-
posite direction.

lowa HirLy, a mining town, 12 miles
south of Colfax, A good toll road crosses
the American river on the bridge which
we saw when rounding Cape Horn, and
follow up the mountain to the town,
which contains about 600 inhabitants.

ILLINOIs TowN, about half a mile west
of Colfax, once a noted freighting point
for the surrounding mines. It now con-
tains about 100 inhabitants. Some of
the finest apple and ch orchards in
this seetion are found here, the attention
of the inhabitants being directed to fruit-
growing and farming.

Leaving Colfax, we resume our jour-
ney. Following down Auburn ravine,
at times near its bed and anon winding
in and out among the hills, passing cosy
little ranches, we reach

CLIPPER GAP,
Once a thriving camp, now only a depot
for the freight needed in this vicinmity.
Elevation, 1,757 feet. We leave the ra-
vine and keep along among the foot-
hills to hold the grade, and after pass-
ing through many an old washed placer
mine, we urrive at
AUBURN.

This is the county seat of Placer
county, a town of 1,000 inhabitants.
Elevation, 1,362 feet. Gardens and
orchards abound, and everything beto-
kens quiet, home-comforts and ease. It
has excellent schools and fine churches,
and is one of the neatest looking towns
in the county, though not as lively as
regards business, freight and travel.
The public buildings, eourt-house, ete.,
a"e good, and the ground well kept.
The greater part of the dwellings stand
a little distance from the road.

The principal hotels of Auburn are the
“American, Orleans, and Railroad House.
The Stars and Stripes, Republican, and
the Placer Herald, Democratie, both
weekly newspapers, are published here.

STAGES, run daily from this point to
Pilot Hill, six miles; Cave Valley, six
miles; Greenwood, twelve miles; and
Georgetown, seventeen miles. The Au-
burn Stage Line to Forest Hill, 21 miles,
and Michigan DBluffs, 30 miles. Also
Page’s or Citizen's lines to Placerville,
29 miles, via Alabaster Cave, Pilot Hill,
Coloma and Cold SBprings.

ALABASTER CAVE.

This most remarkable cave is situated
8 miles southeast of Auburn on Kidd's
Ravine, about a mile above its junction
with the north fork of American river.
As we cannot afford the space necessary
for a full deseription, we ean do no bet-
ter than to copy the announcement
that was made by the first explorer, Mr,
Gwynn, and published in the Seecra
mento Bee, August 19th, 1860. He says:

“ Wonders will never cease. On yes-
terday, we, in quarrying rock, made an
opening to the most beautiful cave you
ever beheld. On our first entrance, we
descended about 15 feet, gradually to
the eentre of the room, which is 100x80
feet. At the north end there is a most
magnificent pulpit in the Episcopal
Church style that man ever his seen.
It seems that it is, and should be called,
the ‘Holy of Holies It is completed
with the most beautiful drapery of ala-
baster sterites, of all colors, varying from
white to pink-red, overhanging the be-
holder. Immediately under LE& pulpit
there is a beautiful lake of water, ex-
tending to an unknown distance. We
thought this all, but, to our great ad-
miration, on arriving at the centre of
the first room, we saw an entrance to
an inner chamber still more splendid,
200x100 feet, with most beautiful alabas-
ter overhangings, in every possible
shape of drapery. Here stands magni-
tude, giving the instant impression of &
power above man ; grandeur that defies
decay ; antiquity that tells of ages un-
numbered ; beauty which the touch of
time makes more beautiful use exhaust-
less for the service of man ; strength.im-
perishable as the globe, the monument
of eternity—the truest emblem of that
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everlasting and unchangeable, irresist-
ible Majesty, by whom, and for whom,
all things were made.”

Soon after leaving Auburn we pass
through “ Bloomer Cut” (See Illustra-
tion), then over Newcastle Gap bridge,
528 feet long, and 60 feet high ; and five
miles brings us to

NEWCASTLE.

Elevation, 969 feet. It is but a small
place, containing about 200 inhabitants.
We pass on through little valleys and
among low hills, with evidences of past
and a little present mining.

Off to the right are the old time min-
ing camps of Ophir, Virginia City, Gold
Hill, and several others, where yet con-
siderable placer mining is indulged in by
the old settlers, who are good for noth-
ing else. There is & miner’s cabin under
yonder tree, with a little patch of gar-
den, and—yes, a rose-bush in front.
Look | old '49 comes to the door, pipe in
mouth, a twenty years’ beard sweeping
his bosom, and gazes on the passing
train. Look with what a deprecating
gesture he admits the fact that the rail-
road has got ahead of Ais time, and is
sending its loads of rosy-cheeked women
into the country to disturb Ais peace
and quietness. Sadly he turns to enter
his lonely cabin, when we read on the
seat of his unmentionables, “ Warranted
98 lbs., superior quality.” Poor fellow,
who knows but that the next time we
pass this way, we may behold another
man, outwardly, but still the same.
The beard will have been trimmed,
the house * tidied” up, the floursack
patched limb-shrouders will have given
place to *“store-clothes,” and a smiling,
rosy face, surmounted by a waterfall,
will look out of the doorway of what is
now a real home. So mote it be,

Just after leaving Neweastle, we catch
the first glimpse of the beautiful valley
of the Sacramento, from the windows on
the right-hand side the cars.

PINO,
Bix miles west of Newecastle. Elevation,
403 feet. Still among the low hills, cov-
ered with cha, ., manzanita and

grease-wood, the road winds onward for
three miles further, passing several valu-
able quarries, to the right and left, when
we arrive at

ROCKLIN.

Elevation, 248 feet. Here the company
have a machine shop and round-house of
28 stalls, built in the most substantial
manner, of granite obtained near by.
The celebrated Rocklin Granite Quarries
are close to the station, on the left-hand
side of the road. The granite obtained
here is of excellent quality, and does not
stain on exposure to the weather.

‘We leave Rocklin, and with it the foot-
hills, the country now opening out into
the plains, or the valley bordering the
American river. The country is still
somewhat uneven, but we have no more
hills to encounter. We are rapidly de-
scending while winding around on a
regular grade for three miles, and we,
arrive at

JUNCTION,

A regular eating station.
163 feet.

Here the Central connects with the
Sacramento and Marysville—or Califor.
nia and Oregon R. Passengers for
Northern California and Oregon will
need to change cars, The train is wait-
ing ; let us step on board, visit a few of
the cities and towns, and see what there
is to be seen.

The California and Oregon Railroad
is owned by the Central Pacific Com-
pany, and under the same manage
ment. It is now completed over 100
miles north of this place, and is being
pushed rapidly forward to Portland, Ore-
gon, its present objective point, where it
will tap the enormous trade of the Co-
lumbia River and its numerous tribu-
taries. Yet the time is not far distant
(in the age of nations) when passengers
will hear, on arriving at this station, “All
aboard for Puget Sound, Hudson Bey,
Alaska and Behring Btraits ; close con-
nections made with the Fankee Tunnel
Oompany, under Behring Straits for all

ints in Russia, China, Japan, Germany,

ngland, France, and the Holy Land |

Elevation,
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Leaving the Junction, we are whirled
along over a fine road-bed, in and out
a:l::m):l%l the foot-hills, with rapid and
everchanging scenery on either hand;
ten miles bringe us to Lincoln, then four
to Ewings, four to Sheridan, three to
‘Wheatland, six to Reeds, and five more
to

YUBA CITY,

The first place of much importance on
the road. Yuba City has a population
of about 1,000; it is situated on the
eastern bank of the Feather River, just
above its junction with the Yuba. Itis
the county-seat of Sutter county, first
gettled in 1849. It has good schools and
churches, and a weekly newspaper, the
Banner. The county was named after
Gen. Sutter, the old pioneer, at whose
mill-race at Coloma, El Dorado county,
on the south fork of the American River,
January 19th, 1848, the first gold was
discovered in California. The county
has a population of about 6,000, mostly
engaged in agriculture. The soil is
very fertile, and produces large crops of
wheat, oats and barley, there are also
some very fine vineyards, producing a
superior quality of fruit, from which
over 30,000 gallons of wine and brandy
are made annually.

Yuba City is at the head of steamboat
navigation, and in addition to the Cali-
fornia & Oregon Railroad, it is connect-
ed with Sacramento and San Francisco
by the California Pacific R. R. via Val-
lejo. Don't fail to visit

“THE BUTTES,”

A noted landmark near the city. They
consist of a series of peaks that rise from
the crest of an isolated mountain range
which stands bold and clear among the
lains. From appearances, one would
ge led to suppose that this ridge crossed
the valley at one time, when this was an
inland sea ; and when the waters escaped
from the lower valley, those confined
above cut a portion of the ridge down
level with the plain, and escaping, left
a beautiful valley above.
Let us take a climb to the summit of
their bald peaks, and from thence view a

portion of the valley, fair, bright and
smiling with God’s best gift to man.
Away to the northward 220 miles, in
latitude 41° 80/, is

MOUNT SHASTA,

An insulated and lofty voleanic moun-
tain, over 14,440 feet high. It is covered
with perpetual snow, and is the head and
source of the Sacramento river. To the
northwest, in the Coast Range of moun-
tains, can be distinctly geen Mt. Linn,
St. John, and Ripley. On the south, Mt.
Diablo, in the Contra Costa range, while
on the east, from north to south, are the
long range of the Sierra Nevadas as far
as the eye can reach. Returning to Yuba
City, we cross Feather River bridge two
miles to
MARYSVILLE,

One of the prettiest towns in the State.
It is the county seat of Yuba county, sit-
uated on the north bank of the Yuba
river, with a population of 4738. It
was first sett ed in 1849, and named 1u
honor of the only white woman within
its limits, Mrs. Mary Covilland. The
town is built of brick, the streets wide,
and laid out at right angles. The chief
beauty of Marysville consists in the
shrubbery which ornaments the town,
though there are many elegant publie
buildings and private residences in the
city. Scarcely will you find a dwellin
that is not surrounded in a forest of fruit
and shade trees or embowered in a mass
of vines and flowers. During the past
few years the town has been improving
rapidly. It carries on an extensive trade
with the northern part of the State, and
now it may be classed as the fourth com-
mercial town in the State.

Marysville has two newspapers. The
Appeal, daily and weekly, a radical re-

ublican, is the oldest. The Standard,

aily, independent. It has two semi-
naries, four public and numerous private
schools, which are of a high order and
well attended. There are also some five
churches, nearly all denominations being
represented. The city is lighted with
gas, and supplied with water from an ar-

—— SR
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tesian well 800 feet deep, from which it
is elevated by steam power to a reservoir,
and thence conducted all over the city.
It has quite a number of manufactories—
such as carriage, eash and door, brew-
eries, woolen mills, flour mills, &e. ; also
an extensive iron foundry and machine
shop, where are manufactured all kinds
of mill machinery, stationary engines, &ec.

Agriculture is now the principal source
of wealth of the county. Fruit culture
and stock raising are very remunerative,
There is still considerable good govern-
ment land awaiting the emigrant, and
gome fine timber land along the base of
the mountains. There are 18 saw-mills
in the county, engaged in sawing timber
and lumber, which is shipped down the
river. Most of the mining is now done
by hydraunlic process. There are 12
quartz mills in the county, and 26 com-
panies owning canals, or mining ditches,
one of which, the Excelsior, cost over
$500,000, and, with its branches, is over
150 miles in length.

There are regular stage lines from
Marysville to Colusa, 29 miles; Downie-
ville, 65 miles; North San Juan, 38
miles; Grass Valley, 36 miles; and Ne-
vada, 40 miles. In addition to the Cali-
fornia & Oregon Railroad, there are
two other lines which have their termini
at Marysville— the California Pacific
Railroad, for Bacramento and San Fran-
cisco, via Vallejo,and the Northern Cali-
fornia Railroad, running to

OROVILLE,

twenty-six miles distant. This town
lLas a population of 1,425, and is the
county-seat of Butte County. Placer
mining is the prineipal employment of
the people. Themines around this town
were very rich and extensive, and have
been worked for many years. The town
possesses the general characteristics of
the old mining towns, beautiful gardens
and orchards, which give tothese places
an indescribable eharm. This county
possesses some of the finest agricultnral
land in the State. All kinds of grain
and produce are raised in abundance.

The vineyards are numerous, producing
over 15,000 gallons of wine and brandy
annually, Raigins are produced in large
quantities, and an immense amount of
peanuts are gathered for market every
year. Stock raising is also an important
feature. Wool is a staple export of the
county, one herd alone of sh-ep number-
ing 9,000. Schools and churches are in
a flourishing condition, a sure evidence
of a people’s prosperity. The Record, a
weekly paper, is published here. Stages
leave Oroville regularly for La Porte, 52
miles ; Susanville, 105 miles; as well as
to most of the adjoining towns.

Returning to Marysville, we again seat
ourselves in the cars, on the C. & O.
Railroad, and start again to the north-
ward, passing through a fine section of
country. Seventeen miles brings us to
Gridley, three more to Biggs, ten to Nel-
son, seven to Durham, two to Roble, and
four more to

CHICO,

One of the prettiest towns in the State
It is 43 miles from Marysville, 95 from
Sacramento, 25 northwest from Oroville,
and 5 miles east of the Sacramento river,
sitnated in Chico valley, Butte county, in
the midst of as rich a farming section as
the State affords. Population 3,714, and
increasing rapidly. It has good schools
and churches, and one newspaper, the
Northern Enterprise. Near the town,
General Bidwell, the old pioneer, has an
extensive ranch, or farm, as it would be
called in the Eastern States, which isina
very high state of eultivation, producing
abundantly all kinds of fruits and plants
of the temperate and semi-tropical clime.

From Chico it is 7 miles to Nord, 8
more to Soto, 4 to Vina, 8 to Sesma, 11
to Tebhama, and 12 to

RED BLUFFS,

The track is now nearly completed to
Mount Shasta, and will probably be com-
pleted to the Srate line during this sea-
son, and possibly further, Red Bluff is
the county-seat of Tehama county,at the
head of navigation on the Sacramento
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River, with a population of 1,032, and
rapidly increasing. It is situated in
the midst of rich agricultural and grazing
lands, with thriving vineyards, producing
over 30,000 gallons of wine and brandy
annually. It has several good hotels,
two weekly newspapers—the Indepen-
dent, and the Sentinel. The California
Pacific Company proposes to extend their
road te this towr, which will give it
another connection with Sacramento and
San Franeisco, via Woodland and Vallejo.
The California and Oregon stages for the
north, and several other stage lines, con-
nect the adjoining towns.

Returning to the Junction, we proceed
over a level country dotted with oaks of
several varieties, three miles, to

ANTELOPE.
A small station. Elevation, 154 feet.
Seven miles more are passed, and we
crrive at
ARCADE.
Elevation, 55 feet. We now proceed at
a merry rate over the level meadows.
TFour miles from Arcade the long train
slowly crosses a long stretch of trestle
work through the marsh lands, and
then over the
AMERICAN RIVER BRIDGE,

which spans the main stream, and now
we pass along by the orchards and
gardens which fringe the suburbs of the
capital of California—Sacramento City.
The grand dome of the State Capitol
rises clear and distinet against the soft
sunny California sky, but now the long
Jine of machine shops shuts out the
view. We pass by them, and are now
on the bm:lg of the SBacramento river,
with solid blocks of brick stores on our

left and the crowded wharves on our’

right, Three miles from the bridge the
train enters the long .ine of depots, the
clatter of the iron wheels ceases, the
locomotive gives a triumphant salute, as
we stop at
SACRAMENTO STATION,

‘Which was the western terminus of the
grand trans-continental railroad until the
spring of 1870. Upon the completion of

the Western Pacific from Sacramente to
San Francisco, the two roads were con-
solidated under the name of the Central
Pacific Railroad of California, making
one unbroken line from San Francisco to
Ogden, 882 miles long. Elevation, 30
feet. Distance from SBacramento to Oma-
ha, 1,776+ miles; Kansas City, 2,002
m1lea to Stockton, 50 miles; San Fran-
cisco, 138 miles; Va]lejo.ﬁ(] miles; Marys-
ville, 52 miles; Portland, Oregon, 642
miles. This is the end of the Sacramento
and the commencement of the Western
Division.

But we promised to tell you where to
go, and who to stop with. Sacramento
has many good hotels. There is little
difference in any of them. The Orleans,
Golden Eagle, and Capitol, are the most
frequented by tourists. You will find
“free busses ” at the depot that will take
you to any of them. e will now take
a look at

SACRAMENTO CITY.

It is situated on the east bank of the
Sacramento river, south of the American,
which unites with the Sacramento at
this point. The city is mostly built of
brick ; the streets are broad, well-paved,
and bordered with shade trees through-
out a large portion of the city. It con-
tains numerous elegant public and
private buildings, including the BState
Capitol and county buildings. The pop-
ulation of the city numbers 16,283 by last
census, and is mﬁ]dly increasing.

Sacramento BiXx mnewspapers,
four of which are dailies :—The Union
—established 1851—daily and weekly,
independent* in politics ; -the DBee,
Republican, daily and weekly ; the
Record, daily and weekly, Repub-
lican - the KState Capitol Reporter,
daily and weeckly, Democratic; the
Juurnal, a semi-weekly, German ; and
the Rescue, a weekly temperance
paper.

Churches of nearly all denominations,
and public and private schools, are numer-
ous. There are two Orphan Asylums—
one Catholie, by the Sisters of St. Joseph
—and the other Protestant. So the




186

CROFUTT'S TRANB-CONTINENTAL TOURIET'S GUIDE.

orphans need not suffer, as they are well
attended to.

Magons, Odd Fellows, and many other
secret associations, have lodges and meet-
ings here. The city is lighted with gas,
and watered from the river by the aid
of two Bumpa, with a lifting ecapacity of
about 90,000 gallons per hour.

There is much of interest in Sacra-
mento to the traveler, aside from the fact
of its being the capital of the State, and
the centre of the railroad system, which
has given new life and impetus to the
inland commerce of the State. Sacra-
mento is the heart, so to speak, of this
system of iron arteries, whose pulsations
reach even to the Atlantic seaboard on
the east, and to those far-away and
almost unknown nations of the west—
the oldest, though the least known and
appreciated, of all the nations with
whom commerce has connected our
western shores. Aside from these facts,
which render the city one of interest in
& geographical and commereial point of
view, there is a quiet beanty peculiar to
this city alone, which renders it attractive
to the most careless of travelers. Its
well shaded streets—its beautiful gar-
dens, blooming with an almost tropical
luxuriance—its vineyards and orchards—
all combine to form a city such as one
rarely meets with in California, and
nowhere else.

Sacramento is endeared to Cahfnrnizms,
not by reason of her present beaut
prosperity, but because she is trui’y an
American eity, whose people, by their
indomitable energy and perseverance,
have raised this monument to our
national character, despite sthe ravages
of fire and flood. Not only have they
rebuilt their city, but they have built
the ground on which it stands, and to-
day the city stands some ten feet above
the original site on which Sacramento
was first established.

From the emall and unimportant ham-
let of a few years ago, it has emerged
a thriving, bustling city. Fires burned
the young city to the ground; but it
rcse, Pheenix like, more beautiful than
ever The floods swept over it as with

a besom of destruction in the winter of
'51-2, and the waters were rushing with
irresistible force through every street.
When they abated, the people went to
work and built levees around their city,
and fancied themselves secure. Again
the floods eame in the winter of '61-62;
Sacramento was again inundated. To
guard against a recurrence of these
evils, the city bed was raised above the
highest known tide, and instead of wear-
ing away a levee, the angry waters find
a solid mass of earth, on which stands
the city, against which their efforts at
destruction are futile. To one who has
not resided on this coast, it may at first
seem strange that a city should have
been located in the midst of such dan-
gers. When Sacramento was laid out,
both the Sacramento and American rivers
had bold banks, above the reach of any
floods. But when the thousands of
miners commenced tearing down the
mountains and pouring the debris into
the rivers, the sediment gradually filled
up the river bed from 12 to 18 feet above
its former level. Consequently, when
the spring sun unlocked the vast volume
of water confined in the mountain gnows,
and sent it foaming and seething in its
mad power to the plains, the old and half
filled channel could not contain it, and a
large body of country was annually inun-
dated. Levees were tried in vain; the
mighty torrent would not be confined;
hence the necessity of raising the city
above its ravages. This has been accom-
lished ; and beyond the present line of

igh grade, a powerful levee surrounds
the unfilled portion of the city, on which
is a railroad track, forming an iron circle
or band, which no past floods had power
to break.

The city is laid out in a regular square,
the streets running at right angles, front-
ing on the Sacramento river, which here
runs nearly north and south. They are
numbered from the river, 1, 2, 3, ete.
Those running from the river back, or
east and west, are numbered with the
alphabet, A, B, C, ete. It is probable
that in time, that portion of the town,
which consists mostly of private resi-
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dences, will be raised to the high grade;
but whether it be ra.isednor remain at its

resent e, it is equally secure against
gooda, lg'::d hemmed in by the high
grades and the levees, which are guarded
and kept in repair by the various railroad
companies whose lines center in the city.

THE CAPITOL BUILDING.

One of the first objects which meets
the eye when approaching Sacramento,
is the dome of the S8TATE CAPITOL buikd-
ing. Itis a conspicuous landmark, and
a grand feature of the plains. The build-
ing occupies the center of four blocks,
fronting on Broadway.

The general plan of the building can
be thus described : It presents a front of
820 feet, WFacing the main avenue, in
the centre of the front, a flight of granite
steps, 25 feet high by 80 feet in width,
lead to a front portico of ten columns,
through which, and a large hall, the ro-
tunda of 72 feet diameter is found, in the
exact centre; and from this, in each
story, halls, elegantly arched, extend
through the front and wings, the State
offices being on either side. The wings
forming the flanks of the building are
164 feet above the first or basement story.
The north and south flanks of the build-
ing form, respectively, the Assembly and
Senate chambers, the former being 82x72,
and the latter 72x62. In the rear centre
a cireular projection of 60 feet diameter
forms the State Library. These three
apartments are 46 feet high from floor to
ceiling, and are unsurpassed in elegance
of design and finish—especially the Li-
brary, which is surmounted by a beauti-
ful dome, resting on two circular rows of
Corinthian eolumns, the different stories
or shelves being arranged so that the
books are all within reach. Rows of
similar columns are under the galleries
of the legislative halls at the ends, while
the sides spring from pilasters, and ter-
minate in a light-groined full arch. The
ceiling, which terminates in a cone at
the sides, is elaborately finished with
flowers and enriched bands. The sink-
ings are three feet deep, flowers and
oot

fruits indigenous to the State formin,
their ornaments. The Speaker’s des
occupies the east end, and is of mahogan
of elegant design. The panels and pet:ly
estals under the windows (which are
finished with plate glass in two lights to
a window), are of the beautiful laurel,
well known in California for its suscepti-
bility to receive a high polish. All the
first floor doors are of walnut, with laurel
panels, as are also the sash throughout
the bailding.

The whole interior is one solid mass of
iron and masonry. The dome of the in-
terior rotunda, which is of iron orna-
ments and brick work, is exceedingly
handsome, It rises 127 feet, with an
outside dome over this nearly 100 feet
higher, surrounded by a portico of eol-
umns, and surmounted by the statue of
California, all of iron. It is not entirely
finished. It is now nearly 80 feet high,
surmounted by an iron balustrade, on a
massive and elegant Corinthian cornice
of over four feet projection. The cornice
iz cast iron; also the 72 caps of pilasters,
window frames, panels, pedestals, belts,
&c. The 22 columns, 40 feet high, four
of which are up, are of the same material.
The first story of 25 feet is of white gran-
ite, from neighboring quarries, and is
surmounted by a cornice of the same.

The Capitol Commissioners concluded
to change the material, and with the ad-
vice of their architect, the ite was
abandoned in 1866. He informed them
he could not produce the effect and light-
ness of the florid Roman-Corinthian ar-
chitecture with this material. Mr. Clark
was appointed the first architect, and con-
ducted the building satisfactorily, from
the heavy foundation until the walls
were some twelve feet from the street
level, when he became ill, and soon after
died.

On the 1st of January, 1866, the com-
missioners appointed the present archi-
tect, Gordon P. Cummings, formerly of
Philadelphia, who was well known as
the first of his art on the coast.

Gas and water are supplied to every
department in the building, nearly 70 in
number, including the Supreme Court
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room, which is under the library. The
stories are, respectively, 21 feet i inches,
20 feet and 18 feet in height. Thebuild-
ing will cost, when completed, over
$2.000,000. Tt covers, with its angles,
nearly 60,000 surface feet of ground, and
measures over 1,200 lineal feet round in
all the angles. For the three principal
chambers, the gas fixtures cost nearlly
$3.000, and is lighted by electricity. It
is now occupied by the Legislature and
State officers,

MANUFACTORIES.

Within the city are three flour mills,
with a capacity of 1,200 barrels per day
in the aggregate ; two foundries and ma-
chine ghops, where engines and mill ma-
chinery are made; a woolen mill, a man-
ufactory of beet sugar, and many others
of lesser note. But among all, the

MACHINE SHOPS

Of the Central Pacific Railroad stand
foremost. They are situated on the east
bank of the Old Slough, between that
and the American river, and with the
tracks, yards, etc., cover about 20 acres.
The buildings first erected are of wood,
still standing and in use. The new build-
ings are of brick, comprising a machine,
car, paint and blacksmith shops, round-
house, and several other buildings.

THE CAR SHOP.

This building is 90 by 130 feet, with an
L, 46 by 90. The foundation of this
building rests on piles, 1,500 in number,
driven to the solid gravel, and their tops
left below the water line, 12 feet below
the surface of the ground. This space is
filled with 6,000 yards of solid masonry,
rough ashlar, the material being Rocklin
granite, bringing the foundation level
with the top of the ground. The descrip-
tion of the foundation of this building
answers for the others, all being built
alike.

On the roof of the main building is a
water tank, holding 12,000 gallons. The
machinery is in the centre of the shop,
with passages on each side. The rough

timber i brought in at one end of the
shop, the new car goes out at the other.
There are three lines of shafting through
the car shop. In the second story are the
officea of the department of motive
power and machinery, which are fitted
u%o in the most convenient manner.
About 150 men are employed here, under
the charge of Mr. Welch. Capacity of
the shop, 30 box or 40 flats per week;
coaches in proportion. The cars manu-
factured here are equal to the best in
material, manufacture and finish. It will

not be long before all the cars used on
the road will be made in the company's
shop.

THE PAINT SHOPS,

Of which there are two connected with
the car department, employ about 50
men. One of the shops is 40 by 200 feet ;
the other is a trifle smaller. Itis a noted
fact that the cars on both the C. P. and
U. P. R. R. are far superior in size, style
and finish to those on the majority of the
eastern roads, and for strength and com-
pleteness of the arrangements for com-
fort in riding, they have no superior on
any road.

THE MACHINE SHOP

Is 100 by 205 feet, 23 feet high, with a
false end, calculated for extending the
length of the building, as circumstances
may require. The ear shop is built in
the same manner. The company have
another machine shop situated on J
street, near Front, 116x36, with a 36
horse-power engine. A prominent fea-
ture of the first-named machine shop is
the shifting table, by which the heaviest
locomotive can be lifted, swung over the
others, and conveyed to any stall. In
this shop and the round-house every kind
of machine work can be observed in de-
tail. All of the latest and most approved
styles of machinery, lathes, boring, shav-
ing and planing machines, hydraulic
resses, &c., may be seen in operation.
n speaking of this work, we will class it
a8
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THE IRON DEPARTMENT,

Under charge of Mr. Geo. D. Welch.
This deparument employs about 350 men,
who are engaged in repairing and over-
hauling locomotives, making tanks, re-
pairing and making boilers, and many
other things, the use of which, or the
names, we could not determine. They
are able to meet all demands, making
almost every part of a locomotive, and
soon they will be prepared to manufac-
ture their own locomotives, car-wheels,
&e., instead of importing them.

The new locomotives are shipped in
pieces and “set up” in the shop. The
principal

BLACESMITH SHOP

is of brick, of corresponding size with
the other ghops. It will contain from
80 to 40 forges, employing about 100
men. Two fires are used exclusively to
work over old axles, On J street near
Front, the Company have another shop,
40x80. Alsoa

FOUNDRY,
where all the castings used by the com-
pany are made—except car wheels—and
arrangements are making which will
enable them soon to make them.

THE ROUND-HOUSE

Contains 28 stalls, and is a splendid
brick structure. The turn-table is of
new design, and very large. Behind
the round-house is a polygon-shaped
brick building, with heavy buttresses at
each angle, containing the oil and water
tanks, also a store-room, The oil-tank
is about half and half above and below
the surface of the ground. The building
is 80 feet in diameter in the clear, with a
brick eolnmn in the centre, which arches
out, forming the first floor. This oil-
cellar has seven wvats, with pipes reach-
ing through the groined roof. The
second story, or first floor above the
basement, is for a general store-rjom.
The floor above ig boiler-iron, with iron

We commend the Chinese eredit system, one-
half eash down, when ordering a bill of goods, the
other Lalf on delivery,

joists to support it. This floor is for the
officers’ quarters. Above this, and on
top of the building, is the water-tank—
containing 43,000 gallons. 1t is connect-
ed with every part of the round-house by
hose, and caleulated for washing out the
engines and stalls. A winding outside
staircase reaches to the top of the build-
ing, with Jandings at each floor.
THE ENGINE

Which furnishes the power with which
to work all this machinery is a Corliss,
20-inch eylinder, 4} feet stroke, 80 horse
power, nominal. The fly-wheel is 18
feet in diameter, weighs 14 tons. The
furnace chimney is 92 feet high, built of
brick, with { of an inch batter, giving
gix feet taper. It is surmounted by an
iron cap of a ton’s weight. The chim-
ney rests on a brick foundation, con-
taining 60,000 brick, which in turn rests
on 49 piles. There are two immense
boilers resting on this foundation also,
which are fitted with every modern im-
provement, including Clark’s patent
damper regular, a regular automaton
engineer. Each boiler is supplied with
a four-inch steam pump, Cross's patent,
and a Knowles' patent feed or water
heater. Water is obtained by means of
two artesian wells, each 13-inch pipes and
75 feet deep. Two lift-pumps 6} inch
bore, raise the water into the tanks on
the buildings, from thence to the tank
behind the round-house. Pipes run
through the various buildings with hose
attached, and in case of fire a hundred
streams could be brought to bear on
any given point in the gshops.

I'he store-house is a large structure,
capable of storing many tons of iron.
The amount of iron, in all shapes anl
stages of manufacture, that meets the
eye here, slightly astonishes the be-
holder, unless he comes from the iron
mines. Shafts, axles, car-wheels, piles
of flat, square and round iron meet him
at every turn, until, despairing of esti-
mating the amount, he gives up the job
in disgust.

A RELIC.
The first locomotive run in California
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can be seen here, used for the purpose of
running the work-cars from point to
point among the shops. It was built at
the Norris Works, Philadelphia,and was
first nsed in this State on the Market
Street Railroad, San Francisco.

THE HOSPITAL

Belonging to the Railroad Company is a
large, airy and comfortable building,
located near the shops, where their men
are taken care of when sick or disabled.
It is well conducted, a credit to the com-
pany, and of incalculable benefit to those
unfortunates who are obliged to seek its
ghelter. The company grounds cover
15 acres, which has been filled up to
mdﬂ with the sand and gravel from the
of the American River,

We now propose to visit a few of the
most prominent towns adjoining Sacra-
mentop on the different lines of travel.
The California Steam Navigation Co.
dispatch daily light draft boats

UP THE SACRAMENTO RIVER.

Let us go on board. The first thing
after leaving the city which attracts our
attention is what is called

THE TULE LANDS.

“Tuiles,” is the native name given to
the large rushes which cover the low
lands along the rivers and bays of Cali-
fornia. They are of the bulrush family
—probably the fathers of all rushes.
They grow from gix to ten feet high, and
so thick on the ground that it is ex-
tremely difficult to pass among them.
The lands on which they grow are sub-
ject to annual overflows. During the
prevalence of the floods, miles on miles
of these lands are under water, present-
ing the appearance of one vast lake or
inland sea. In the fall and early winter
when the tules are dry, they are often
set on fire—forming a grand and terrible
spectacle, especially during the night.
When once the fire attains headway,
nothing can quench its fury until the
tules are swept away to the bank of some
water-course which bars its further
progress.

The soil composing the land is adobe,
of a purely vegetable mould. Wherever
it has been reclaimed, it produces grain
and vegetables in almost fabulous juan-
tities, It is claimed by many, that, with
proper appliances, these lands could be
converted into magnificent rice fields, the
advocates of this measure asserting that
they possess every requisite of soil, clime,
and adaptability to irrigation.

The State has provided for a system
of levees, by which it is hoped the land
may be reclaimed, and should the result
prove satisfactory, many thousand acres
of the richest soil in the State will be
opened for occupancy by the emigrant
The country, after leaving Sacramento,
is level for a vast distance on either
hand, the ‘““tules” are disappearing, and
before we reach Knight’s Landing the
left-hand shore is more bold, and the
wheat fields and gardens have taken
the place of “ tules” along the river bank.

If the traveler wishes to visit Marys-
ville, he can do so by rail or water. We
have already pointed out the former
route. Now let us go, via FEATHER
RIVER, a beautiful stream, its clear waters
contrasting to advantage with the muddy
waters of the river we have left. We
pass through a fine country with wheat
farms on the higher lands and reach
Nicholas, a dull, quiet town of about 300
inbabitants, situated at the junction of
Bear River with the Feather. Proceed-
ing up the Feather, we pass

HOCK FARM,

The home of the venerable pioneer of
California, General Sutter. Itisa lovely
place, the old farm-house and iron fort
standing on the bank of the stream.
Enormous fig trees line the bank, while
behind them can be seen the fine or-
chards and vineyards planted by the
General 40 years ago. The General
settled in California under a grant from
the Russian Government, which con-
veyed to him large tracts of land around
Sacramento City, including the city site;
also a large tract, of which Hoék Farm
is a part. Sharpers and swindlers de-
prived the old pioneer of most of his




CROFUTT'S TRANS-CONTINENTAL TOURIST'S GUIDE. 191

property, leaving him with nothing ex-
cept this farm.

Passing on by the junction of the
Yuba and Feather Rivers, we soon reach
Marysville, 65 méles fromm Sacramento,
by water, [Description on a preceding

e, Returning to the Sacramento,
the right-hand bank of the river appears
low and swampy, covered with “tules”
for a great distance inland. Passing on,
we soon arrive at

ENIGHT'S LANDING.
A small place—46 miles from Sacramento.
It is quite a ehipping point for Yolo
county, and is on the line of the Cali-
fornia Pacific Railroad to Marysville.
Population, 800.

For a long distance above Knight's
Landing the low marshy plains continue
on our right, the higher land covered
with wheat on our left, with no towns
of any importance to note until we
arrive at

COLUBA.

This is a point of considerable trade,
125 miles from Sacramento. It is the
county seat. of Colusa county, sitnated
on the west bank of the Sacramento
River, and contains about 1,200 inhabit-
ants, The Colusa Sun, a Democratic
paper, is published here.

The town was laid out in 1850, by
Colonel Bemple, the owner of the ““ Colusa
Grant,” containing two Spanish 1 es.
It is now the center of a very large -
ing and grazing country. Schools and
churches are well represented. Stages
run daily between Colusa and Marysville,
29 miles, The Hor SULPHUR SPRINGS
of Colusa county are situated 20 miles
west of the town, and is somewhat noted
a8 a resort for invalids. Sulphur is also
found in large deposits.

Passing on up the river, the country
seems to gradually change to a grazing
instead of a grain country, more especially
on the west. 199 miles brings us to

CHICO LANDING.

As we have already described the town,

we will pass on up the river, which, on

legraph the ** whispering

The Indl
apirit.”

call the

the right hand side, the shores are low
and sedgy most of the way, fit only for
%razing when the floods have subsided.

et we pass intervals of grain fields till
we arrive at Red Bluffs, 270 miles from
Sacramento, at the head of navigation.
ESI:H previous description of the town.]
leturning to Sacramento, we take the
cars of the CaALiForRNIA PAcIFIC RalL-
ROAD, and cross the Sacramento River
on their new bridge, which is 600 feet
long, and one of the finest structures of
the kind in the State.

WASHINGTON
is the first town, just across the river,
with a population of 809, Leaving
Washington, we cross the “ Tules”—a
broad belt of overflowed swamp land—
on an embankment and trestle bridge,
raised above the annual floods, until we
reach the highlands, or elevated plains.
The trestle bridge affords ample passage
for the flood tides.
DAVISVILLE

is the next town, 14 miles west on the
road from Vallejo to Marysville, via
Woodland. It has a population of about
800. The Advertiser, a weekly paper, is
published here. Davisville is in the
midst of a fine wheat country, and will
remain a point of shipment for the vast
crops annually raised in that vicinity.

Turning to the northward, the next
station of importance is

WOODLAND,

The county seat of Yolo county, 9 miles
distant. It is situated 3 miles west of
Cache creek, in the midst of an extensive
plain. The town has improved very
rapidly during the past two years, and is
now one of the most thriving in the
State. Yolo county in the summer is
one vast wheat-field, —far, almost, as
the eye can reach, the waving wheat
stretches away on either hand.

It is a sight worth seeing, to behold
these fields of grain, and to observe the
process of harvesting them. Through
this wheat country we find few fences,
often secing none in half a day’s ride.

Woodland has a population of 2,000,
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with good schools and churches. There
are two weekly pupers printed here—the
Yolo Muil, and the Yolo Democrat. Large
shipments of grain, wood, and live stock
are made daily,

The Marysville branch of the California
Puacific Railroad is now completed via
Knight's Landing, 10 miles; Sutter, 11;
and Marysville, 12 miles. Distance from
Sacramento to Marysville by this route,
56 miles. The main trunk of this road
is surveyed to extend from Woodland
via Colusa to Red Bluff. As the above-
named towns have been described on
other routes, we will now return to
Davisville, and start south, through as
beautiful a section of country as ome
would wish to see. The stations passed
are—Dixon, 3 miles; Batavia, 5 miles;
Vaca, 10 miles; Fairfield, 5 miles; Bridge-
port, 4 miles; Summit, 4 miles. Here
we are in the

BUSCOL HIWLS,

‘Which border San Pablo bay. These
hills are very productive, the soil bein,
adobe., To the tops of the highest an
steepest hills the grain fields extend,
even where machinery cannot be used
in harvesting. In the valley through
which we have passed are several thriv-
ing towns, but we have not time to
name them—besides, the railroad does
not go near enough for us to see them.
Passing through a tunnel, to reach which
we ascend a heavy grade, we descend
into the valley bordering the bay. 7 miles
brings us to

NAPA JUNCTION,
Where connections are made with the
Nara VaLrey Raruroap for Suscol,
Napa city, and St. Helena, to Calistoga,
86 miles.

Passing on, we leave the old town of
Vallejo on onr right. Seven miles further,
making 60 miles from Sacramento, and
We arrive at

VALLEJO.

The town is situated on the south-
eastern point of the high rolling grass-
covered hills bordering Vallejo Bay,
which is about 4 miles long, and half a
mile wide, with 24 feet of water at low

tide. The harbor possesses excellent
anchorage, and vessels are securely shel-
tered from storms. The largest vessels
find safe waters, and here are laid up
the United States ships when not in use
on this coast. 'T'he naval force, including
the monitors, on this side, all rendezvous
here. On MARE ISLAND, just across the
bay, are the Government works, dry
docks, arsenals, etc. The finest section
dock on the coast is located on the island,
just in front of the town. Ferry-boats
connect with the main land and city.
About 500 men are constantly employed
at the Government works, though at
times the number is much greater.

The population of Vallejo is 6,440. It
has three mnewspapers—the Chronicle,
daily and weekly ; the Recorder, daily;
and the Solano Democrat, weekly. It
has some fine buildings, 5 churches of
different denominations, 7 public, and
several private schools, and one public
library of over 7,000 volumes. The
Orplhan Asylum, a fine structure, stands
on an elevation, and ecan be seen for a

at distance. There are several good
otels at Vallejo, but the chief pride of
the city is in its mammoth elevator, the
only one on the coast. The cars on the
railroads are so constructed as to take
the grain in bulk, earry it to the elevator,
where it is raised and stored. Ships of
the deepest draught moor on the opposite
side, and the grain is discharged into
P alle port of D h
ejois a of entry. During the
year eﬂ]ding une BOLh,r{S’i'G, 83 g.rge
vessels were laden with grain for Liver-
pool, and other foreign ports. It is also
the southern terminus of the California
Pacific Railroad, whieh connects here
with the steamer New World for San
Francisco, 23 miles distant. Returning
to Sacramento, we take the steamer

DOWN THE SACRAMENTO RIVER.,

The plains stretch away on either
hand, and there is little to be seen except
the gardens and farms along the banks
on the higher ground, the wide waste of
“tules,” and the plains and mountains
beyond. On the lléfz. away in the dim

1
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distance, the hills succeed the plains, the
mountains the hills, until the vast pile
towers among the clouds.

Winding around curves, where the
stern of the boat is swept by the willows
on the ghore, we glide down the river,
past slonghs, creeks, and tule swamps,
until we pass FREEPORT, 12 miles from
the city, a little hamlet of half a dozen
dwellings.

Floating along between the low banks
ecovered with willow and shrub oak, we
pass MrssissipPl BEND, 24 miles from
Sacramento, Here the river makes one
of its numerous curves, almost doubling
back on itself.

To the left is the little town of Rica-
LAND, containing a half-dozen dwellings.
Now the Nevada Mountains fall behind,

and we have one vast plain around va.
We pass the outlet of Butter’s Slough,
and then the Hog's Back, a long sai:l-
bar, which stretches diagonally across 11:s
river. The water here is very shoal. A
wing dam has been built from the western
shore, half way across the channel, which
throws the water into a narrow compass,
giving greater depth on the bar. Next
comes Cache Creek Slough, on which
large quantities of grain are shipped to
San Franecisco via Sacramento river, from
Yolo and Solano counties, Now we are
passing along by the Rio Vista Hills,
which come close to the water’s edge on
the right hand shore. These hills are
the first we have seen near the river
gince leaving the city. They consist of
one long low ridge, broken into hillocks
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on its crest. These hills are excellent
wheat land, yielding an abundant har-
vvst. The land is very valuable, though
Lut a few years have passed since it was
sold for 25 cents per acre. The town of
R10 VisTa is situated on the slope of the
foot hills, and contains about 300 in-
habitants. Formerlv the town stood on
the low ground, near the river bank, but
the flood of 62 washed it away, carrying
from 40 to 60 houses down the river.
The people fled to the high lands, where
they remained until the passing steamers
took them away. For days the little
stcamer Rescue was plying up and down
the river, running far out over the sub-
merged plains, picking up the * strag-
glers,” who were surrounded by the
waters. Some were found on the house
roofs, with the flood far up the sides of
their dwellings, and others were rescued
from the branches of trees, which afforded
them the only resting-place above the
waters, The flood of '62 will long be
remembered by those who then dwelt on
the banks of the Sacramento.

We next pass COLLINGSVILLE, a long
wharf on the right hand side of the
river, with a house or two standing close
by. It is a point of shipment of con-
siderable freight for the country and
grain for the city. A little below this
point, the San Joaquin river unites with
the Sacramento, entering from the left,
forming Suisun Bay (pronounced Soo-e-
soon). Steaming across the bay, we
arrive at

ANTIOCH,
In Conira Costa county. Population,
500. Three miles south by railroad, are
the Mount Diablo eoal mines, several
in number; one of which furnishes 1000
tons per month for shipment at Antioch.
There are several manufactories of pot-
tery in the town, the clay in the vicinity
being a very superior article. The Ledger,
a weekly paper, is published here. Atten-
tion has lately been attracted to the silk
culture, and many thousand mulberry
trees have been planted. It was one of
the citizens of Antioch that “ got away "
with the State premium of $250, which
wasa awarded by Act of 1868 for the

encouragement of gilk culture. But 10
will excuse him.

Passing on down the bay, we enter the
Straits of Carquinez, when a long, low
wharf on the right attracts our attention.
It is fronting the low, rolling hills which
lie behind the town of

BENICIA,
Formerly the capital of the State, at the
head of ship navigation, and contains
about 1,600 inhabitants. It isa charm-
ing, quiet, rambling old town, with little
of the noise and bustle of the busy

seaport,

The T. 8. arsenals and barracks are
located neur the town, forming an in
teresting feature to the visitor. Benicis
is justly celebrated for her excelleni
schools, public and private. The only
law school in the State is located hers,
and also a young ladies’ high school o1
seminary. It is connected by steamers
with Suisun, Sacramento, Btockton, and
San Francisco, by stage with Vallejo, 7
miles west, over the rollmg hills; and
by hourly ferry, 2 miles distant, across
the Straits, with

MARTINEZ,

The county seat of Contra Costa county
This is a small town of about 600 in-
habitants. One weekly newspaper, the
California Fxpress. The county is prin-
cipally devoted to agriculture and vine
culture the vineyards being numerous,
producing over 70,000 gallons of wine
per annum. The Alhambra Ranch, two
miles from town, owned by Dr. Strenzel,
is thought to be the best for its size in
the State. It contains over 30,000 grape
vines, and 5,000 fruit trees. Its proprietor
has been awarded a large number of
medals and prizes for the * best cultivated
farm,” the “best fruit,” and the best
nativeé wine in California.”

Passing on down the straits, we have
a fine view of Vallejo, which lies to our
right, near where we enter San Pablo
Bay. Twenty miles more brings us to
San Francisco.

But we must return once more to Sac-
ramento,—and this time take our old
seat in the cars of the ‘I'rans-Continental




o0 Semite Falls, 2,634 feet fall. Yo Semite Valley Route. (See page 200.)
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Railroad, bound for * Frisco”—or the

“ Bay "—as the city of San Francisco is

called by the older “ Pilgrims,” so
GOOD-BY SACRAMENTO.

The cars speed along on the very bank
of the river, then through broad and
well-cultivated fields 5 miles to

BRIGHTON,

the first station after leaving Sacramento. | at Coloma, § miles northeast of the olty,

Elevation, 50 feet. The cars of the Sac-
ramento Valley R. R.—managed by the
Central Pacific Co.—run down on the
same track as the Central to this station,
where they branch off—let us step into
them, and see where they go. [-]’a.mr-
son’s is ) miles, Salsbury’s, 6 miles, Alder
Creek 3 miles, and 3 miles more brings
us to
FOLSOM,

twenty-five miles north-east from Sacra-
mento, in Sacramento county, on the
sonth bank of the American River.
Population about 2,000. The Telegraph
is published here weekly. Vine culture
is an important industry. Some of the
finest vineyards in the State are near
here, including the Natoma, which is
celebrated for its fine quality of raisins
and wine. To the north and east of the
town, Placer mining is the principal
business; to the south and west, farming
and grazing.

There are extensive granite quarries
in the vicinity. From the bed of the
river near this point, large quantities
of cobblestones have been obtained,
taken to Sacramento, and used in
sirengthening the levees around the
city. Most of the cobble pavement in
San Francisco was obtained from the
game source.

Folsom is ornamented with shade and
fruit trees, and has many fine public
and private buildings, with magnificent
scenery.

Regular amfes leave for Coloma daily
via Mormon [sland, S8almon Falls, and
Greenwood valley, 24 miles distant.

Passing on 7 miles brings us to White
Rocks, 8 miles to Latrobe, and 11 miles
to Shingle Springs, the end of the rail-
roaui, 18} miles from Sacramento. By

stage from Shingle Springs—which run
daily—it is 12 miles to
PLACERVILLE,

the county-seat of El Dorado county, 1]
miles east of Sacramento, at an altitude
of 1,880 feet above tide—present popu-
lation about 2,000.

Who has not heard of Placerville, El
Dorado county. It was in this county,

where the
FIRST GOLD DISCOVERY

was made, January 19th, 1848, by J. W,
Marshall, in the mill-race of (eneral
Sutter. The announcement of this dis-
covery caused the wildest gold fever excite-
ment ever experienced, not only in Amer-
ica, but in every part of the civilized
world.

The news of these rich discoveriea
sped with the wings of the wind, and
thousands, yes, tens of thousands in the
Atlantic Btates, left homes, friends, and
all they held dear, to make their for-
tunes in this the new El Dorado. With
many the excitement became intense,
Ships, steamers, barks, brigs, and all
manner of sailing vessels were chartered
or purchased for a trip “around the
Horn,” and no sacrifice was thought to be
too much to make to procure the neces-
sary outfit for the expedition. Again,
there were thousands who, choosing the
land, boldly struck out towards the
setting sun, to cross the—then almoet
unknown—trackless deserts, and path-
less mountains. Horses, mules, and
cattle were pressed into service, as well
as all kinds of conveyances, while many
started with nand-carts—propelling them
themselves—upon which they pacced
their tools and provisions for the trip.
Again, others started out on foot, wit]
only what they could pack on their
backs, “ trusting to luck.” Very few, if
any, had a thought of the privaticng
to be endured, or the obstacles to be
overcome. So anxious were they to
arrive at the Land of Gold,

Those who came by water passed in
at the Golden Gate and up the Bacra
mento, while those by land came poar.ang
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over the Bierra Nevada mountains by
natural passes, down—down into this
beautiful valley, where a city of many
thousands suddenly sprang into exist-
ence. From a “little unpleasantness ”
the place was first known as ““ Hang-
town,” but in 1852 it was changed to
Placerville, which indicated at that time
the nature of the mining done in the
“L:lrttay Of the many thousands who
8 across the plains and mountains,
hundreds died by the wayside, and were
buried by their companions, while the
greater number were “ lost ™’ by the hand
of the friendly Indian, or, the hostile
Mormon.— Keho, Mountain Meadw.

It has been estimated, and we think
correctly, that could the bones of these
emigrants be collected, and those of their
animals, together with their wagons and
carts, in one continuous line, between
the Missouri River and the Pacific coast,
since the rush commenced in 1848, they
would be more numerous and eloger

together than the telegraph poles on the
line of the Pacific Rail across the
Continent.

The early mining done about Placer-
ville was g hang, the Pan, Rocker,
and Long Tom; these have long since
given place to the Quartz Mills—
there are 32 in the county—and the Hy-
draulic process, by which nearly all the
mining is now done.
Vine-culture and fruit-culture, is now
the most important ocenpation of the
le of the county. Fresh and dried
its are shipped by the hundreds of
tons, while the crop of wine and brandy
produced the last year exceeds 300,000
llons. Herr Schnell, a Prussian, is
gl:e founder and manager of a colony
of Japanese, who have settled near the
town and ed in the cultivation of
the tea plant. They have over 90,000
lants set ont and growing finely ; also,
};5.000 mulberry trees, the latter to feed
8 new variety of silkworm, from which
they expeet extraordinary results.
Placerville contains a goodly number
of schools, and churches of almost every
denomination, including a * Joss House.”
The different secret orders are weil repre-

sented, and a newspaper, the Demaocrat,
which seems to be thoroughly devoted to
home interests, makes its appearance
every Saturday.

Placerville is situated in
known as

what is

THE FOOT HILLS,

as the chain of broken land is called,
which lies between the Sierra Mountains
and the plains, extending from Fresno
county on the south through Tuolumne,
Calavaras, Amador, Eldorado, Placer,
Nevada, Yuba, Batte to Tehama on the
north, comprising nearly onefourth of
the arable land of the State. The soil is
altogether different from that of the val-
leys, being generally of a red gravelly
clay and sandy loam. In the little val-
leys which are found among these hills,
the soil iz generally a black loam, the
product of the mountain washings., Ex-
periments, however, have decided the
fact that these foot hills are the natural
vineyards of California. In Eldorado and
Placer counties, on these sandy foot hills,
are now the finest vineyards in the State,
from which are manufactured fine wines
and raisins. Here among these hills are
a8 cosy homes as one could wish to have,
where grain, vegetables and all kinds of
fruit are raised in abundance, while
thousands of acrer are lying wvacant,
awaiting the emigrant,

The mulberry tree and silkworm are
cultivated to some extent in the foot
hills, and this branch of industry is lately
receiving considerable attention.

But we must return to the TRANS-CON-
TINENTAL, which we left at Brighton,
5 miles south of Sacramento. Four miles
to

FLORIN,
An unimportant station. Elevation, 42
Net. The traveler has possibly noticed
several windmills along the road before
arriving at this station. The CALIFORNTA
WINDMILL i8 a great institution in its
way. They seem to have been brought
to a greater state of perfection on this
coast than anywhere else, From this
place we will find them to increase until
we get to the “ Windmill City,” as Stock-
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ton is often called, where they can be seen
in great numbers in every direction.

cules,” 320 feet high, 95 feet in circum-
ference ; “ Hermit,” 318 feat high, 60 feet

Many times the water is pumped into a | in circumference ; “ Pride of the Forest,”

reservoir built on the tops of the houses,
resembling a cupola, from which pipes
take the water to the different rooms
throughout the house and grounds; the
waste water i8 conducted into the gardens
and fields for irrigating purposes. These
mills are numerous in San Francisco and
throughout the State.
Seven miles more to
ELK GROVE,
Elevation, 53 feet. The beautiful valley
through which the road passes is spread-
ing out before us, and we begin to real-
ize that nature has done sufficient for
this * gunset land,” to entitle California
to all the praise that has been bestowed
upon her.
McCONNELL'S
Is a small station 3 miles from Elk
Grove. Elevation, 49 feet. Before reach-
ing the next station, we cross Cosumnes
river, which rises in the mountains to
the northeast. The bottom lands are
very wide, and covered with white oaks.
This gtream gets high in the spring, but
very low in tie summer. Eight mﬁaﬂ to
GALT,
Elevation, 49 feet. A regular stage line
leaves this place daily for the
CALAVERAS BIG TREES.

Seventy miles distant. (See map of route,
farther on.) There has been up to the
present time ten * Big Tree Groves " dis-
covered on the western slope of the Sierra
Nevada mountaing, numbering from 92 to
1,000 trees in each,and ranging in height
from 250 to 321 feet, with a circumference
at the ground of from 60 to 95 feet each.

The largest ever discovered is called
the * Father of the Forest,” now pros-
trate, and measures 435 feet in length,
and 110 feet in circumference. It is in
the Calaveras grove. The elevation of
this grove above tide is 4375 feet. The
trees number 92, ranging from 150 to
821 feet in height. The most notable are
the “Father of the Forest,” as above
stated ; the “ Mother of the Forest,” 821
feet high, 90 feet in circumference ; “ Her-

276 feet high, 60 feet in circumference;
“Three Graces,” 295 feet high, 92 feet in
cirecumference ; “ Husband & Wife,” 252
feet high, 60 feet in circumference;
“Burnt Tree,” prostrate, 330 feet long,
97 feet in ecircumference; “The Old
Maid,” “0ld Bachelor,” “ Siamese T wins,”
“Mother & Sons,” the *“Two Guards-
men,” and many others range from 261
to 300 feet in height, and from 59 to 92
feet in circumference.. Of over 350 Big
Trees in the Mariposa grove, 125 are
from 250 to 850 feet in height, anl 40
feet in circumference. The * Rambler”
is 250 feet high, and 102 feet in circum-
ference at the ground.

The route from Galt is, via Ione City,
24 miles, 10 more to Jackson, 8 to Ama-
dor, and 4 more to , 41 in all,

MOKELUMNE HILL,
County seat of Calaveras county. Popu-
lation 1,200. This is one of the early
mining towns of the State. Placer mines
were worked as early as 1848, and are
worked to some extent at the presemt
time ; but quartz mining and agriculture
are the principal occupation of the peo-
ple. It is a pretty little town; the
streets are ornamented with shade trees
on each side, and has some beautiful gar-
dens and private residences, with good
schools and churches, several good ho-
tels, and one weekly newspaper, the
Chronicle, the oldest paper in the State.
Stages connect the place with all the
principal mining towns in the vicinity,
and with the Big Tree grove, 20 miles
distant. The hotel accommodations ara
ample at the grove, and in fact at all the
groves and in Yo-Semite valley. Retorn-
ing to Galt, 8 miles more brings us to
MOKELUMNE STATION,
(Pronounced Mokel-m-ne.) Elevation, 55
feet. To the southward, away to the
right, 35 miles distant, can be seen
MOUNT DIABLO,

which rises clear and grand from out the
plains, an unerring pilot to those wha
wandered across these once trackless
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plains, that now are teeming with life
and industry. It is situated in the Con-
tra Costa Range of mountains, and is the
meridian point in the land surveys of the
State. Elevation, 3,876 feet. The view
from the summit includes the country
and towns around San Francisco, San
Pablo and Suisun bays, and the valleys
of the Sacramento and San Joaquin riv-
ers. It is reached by steamboats from
either San Franeisco, Stockton, or Sacra-
mento. From Mokelumne we pass alon
through fine broad bottom lands, dot
here and there with white-oak trees,
which at a distance appear like an old
New England apple tree. It is 13 miles
to the nextstation ; but just before reach-
ing it, on the right, that large building
is the SraTe INsank AsYLUM. The
grounds devoted to the use of the asylum
occupy 100 acres. The first building in
view is the male department; the second,
the female. We are now in the suburbs
of the third commercial city in the State.
STOCKTON,
County seat of San Joaquin county. Pop-
ulation 10,033. Elevation, 23 feet. The
city was named in honor of the old naval
commodore of that name, who engaged
in the conquest of California. It is situ-
ated on a gough, or small bay, of the San
Joaquin river, at the head of navigation.
Yet steamboats of light draft ascend the
river (San Joaquin) 275 miles farther.
Stockton is situated in the midst of level
plains, celebrated for their great yield of
in. It is the centre of an immense
trade, most of which is shipped to
oreign ports. In early times, the only
trade depended upon for the support of
the city was derived directly from the
working of the mines to the south and
east, This trade is still retained ; but
compared with the tremendous grain
trade which has sprung into existence
within the last few years, sinks to a unit.
The city has many beautiful public and
private buildings, 13 churches, 14 publie
and many private schools, is lighted with
and well supplied with water, the
atter from an artesian well 1,002 feet
deep, which discharges 360,000 gallons

per day, the water rising 10 feet above
the city grade. There are several good
hotels. The “Yo-Semite” and “ Lafay-
ette,” the latter, -n the Huropean plan,
are the most prominent. The newspa-
gers are the Republican, daily and weekly,
emocratic in politics; the Independent,
daily and weekly, republican; the Her-
ald, daily, and the Gazette, weekly, are
both independent in politics, and the O
server, weekly. The private residences
and gardens of the citizens are certainly
very tastefully ornamented with all
kinds of vines, ghrubbery, and flowers.

The soil around Stockton is “ adobe,”
a vegetable mould, black and very glip-
pery and soft during the rainy season,
This extends southward to the Contra
Costas and west about five miles, where
the pand commences and extends to the
river. Stockton until the last year was
the starting point for several stage
lines to the towns to the eastward
—to the Big Trees, Yo 8emite, ete. ;
but the stages have given place to
the Stockton & Copperopolis and the
Viealia Railroads, which now runs to
Milton, 80 miles east. Stages leave
Milton for all important towns and
mining camps. Some toarists take this
route to the Big Trees and Yo Semite
Valley. Coaches leave on arrival of
trains passing through Copperopolis,
Chinese Camp, Coulterville, to within a
few miles of Yo Semite Valley, when
saddle animals convey the tourists into
the wvalley. Distance, by rail, from
Stockton, 30 miles; by etage, 75 miles -
saddle, 3 miles. Total, 108 miles.

This is a great country for rapid
changes. Where to-day there are only
stages, to-morrow there may be palace
cars. So that it is almost impossible for
us to keep up with the times.

Leaving Stockton, 8 miles bring us to

LATHROP.

The junction of the “ VISALIA DIvIsio~”
of the Central Pacific Railroad, whicli is
the new route to the Yo Semite Vall: y
and the Big Trees. Near this station, at
“Wilson's Landing,” the Central Co.
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commenced, February 1st, 1870, laying
the track of a branch road up the

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY.
(Pronounced, S8an Waw-keen.) This road
will open up a tract of country larger than
many kingdoms of the old world, and far
richer,extending to Visalia, county seat of
Tulare county. The amount of grain and
stock raised in this valley, and its hun-
dred of emaller ones tributary to it, is al-
most incredible for a country so recently
gettled. There are millions of acres of
government land laying idle, awaiting
the emigrant, as good land as the sun
ever shone upon, which can be pre-empt-
ed at $1.25 per acre, or taken up under
the Homestead Act. The valley is over
250 miles in length, with an averaig
width of 80 miles; ite greatest width, 1
miles. It embraces portions of nine
counties, and, with the numerous tribu-
tary valleys, comprises over six millions
of the richest agricultural lands in the
State, together with one million of “ Tule”
and salt marsh land, which, when re-
claimed, proves to be the most fertile
land in the world. To the above might
be added six millions acres of adjoining
grazing, mineral, and valuable mountain
lands, and you have a country capable of
sustaining some hundreds of thousands
of inhabitants. The foot hills, and in fact
the whole country, abound in wild oats,
which are indigenous to the goil, upon
which stock thrive and fatten remarka-
bly, and are cut, when green, for hay.
Wheat, barley, oats, and in fact all kinds
of grain, and every description of vege-
tables, fruit and flowers, are produced in
abundance. Experiments in cotton and
tobacco have proved a success. The cli-
mate is very desirable, pleasant and in-
vigorating.

This road will open up the country
reaching to Visalia, the county seat of
Tulare county, over 250 miles, affording
ready means of transportation for the
grain and stock raised in this immense
valley; and, as it will ultimately be a
connecting link of the Southern Pacific
Railroad, north and south, it must prove
of untold advantage to the country opened
up, to the State at large, as well as to

the enterprising company constructing
it. At the time we write, April 2ith,
1872, the road is completed, and cars
running to MERCED, on Bear River, 57
miles south. The company is pushing
ahead the work, and expect to have the
road completed in a few weeks to
VISALIA,

about 125 miles further. This town is
the county-seat of Tulare County, con.
taining a population of near 1,600. It
is situated in the midst of the most fer-
tile land in the State, on the Kaweah
River. The country round about pre-
sents to the eye a beautiful appearance.
Large oaks cover the plain in every di-
rection, and orchards, gardens, vine.
yards, and well-cultivated fields are to
be seen on every hand.

The visitor to this Btate will hardly
wish to leave it until he has visis2d the
wonderful

YO SEMITE VALLEY
and the

BIG TREES

The grandest scenery on the Ameri .an
continent, if not in the world, is to be
seen in the Valley of the Yo Semite pro-
nounced Yo Sem-i-te; by the Indians,
Yo Ham-i-te). This valley was first dis-
covered by white men in March, 1851, by
Major Bavage. It is about 8 miles long,
and from one-half to a mile in widii,
The Merced river enters the head of the
valley by a series of waterfalls, which,
combined with the perpendicular granite
walls which rise on either side from 2,000
to 6,000 feet above the green valley and
sparkling waters beneath, presents a
scene of beanty and magnificence unsur
passed, except possibly in childhood’s fairy
dreams.

Here is majesty ! enchanting ! awe in-
spiring | indescribable! The foft}' cloud-
capped waterfalls and mirrored lakes, the
towering perpendicular granite cliffs and
fearful chasms, strike the beholder with
a wondering admiration impossible to
deseribe.

We have often desired to take our
readers with us, in a pen and penecil
deseription of this most remarkable val-
ley, and the * Big Trees,” but in view of
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our limited space, the magnitude of the
undertaking, together with our conscious
inability to do justice to the subject, we
have contented ourselves by giving an
illustrationof the Great Yo S-mite Falls,
with a map of the surrounding country—
showing the relative position of the
valley, trees, and adjoining towns to
the railroad—the different routes, with a
few statistics of the most notable objects
of interest. To those of our readers who
desire further information, we recom-
mend “Scenes of Wonder and Curiosity
in California,” by J. M. Hutchings, of
Yo SBemite. This book is a thorough
guide-book of Yo Semite Valley, pro-
fusely illustrated, vividly desecribing
every object of interest step by step,
with facts and figures, telling just what
the tourist wants to know. The world-
renowned Houseworth, of San Francis-
co, will have a branch house and an
artist in Yo Semite Valley, who will
photograph visitors in connection with
the falls and the wonderful scenery.
‘We bespeak for the enterprise a univer-
sal support ; it is just what is wanted.

The most notable falls in Yo Semite
Valley are—the Ribbon, 3,300 feet fall ;
the Upper Yo Semite, 2,634 feet (see
jllustration) ; the Bridal Veil, 950 ; the
Nevada, 700 ; the Lower Yo SBemite, 600 ;
the Vernal, 850 feet. The South Doom
is 6,000 feet high; the Three Brothers,
4000; Cap of Liberty, 4240; Three
Graces, 3,750 ; North Doom, 8,725;
Glaciers Point, 8,705; El-Capitain, 3,300 ;
Bentinel Rocks, 3,270; Cathedral Rocks,
2,690; Washington Tower, 2,200: and
the Royal Arches, 1,800 feet high.

ROUTES.

By reference to the accompanying map,
it will be seen there are several stage
routes from the railway. (See dotted
line) From Modesto there are two
routes—one vta Knight's Ferry, on the
Btanislaus river, 20 miles, thence to
Chinese Camp, 14 miles; the other route
follows mp the Valley of Tuolumne river
to Chinese Camp, 33 miles (from Chinese
Camp a line of stages run to the north
to Sonora, 12 miles; Murphy's Camp, 16

more ; then 10 to the Big Trees of the
Calaveras Grove—total, 71 miles). From
Chinese Camp to Coulterville, 28 miles
—total from Modesto, 56 milvs, From
Coulterville it is 56 miles by stage and §
by saddle to Yo Semite Valley. Ten
miles from Coulterville, at Marhle
Springs, is Bower Cave; 16 miles from
Coulterville is Black's House, where
“Pilgrims” can remain over night.
From Hazel Green—elevation 6,699—a
fine view of the great San Joaquin Vai-
ley can be obtained. At Crane Flut,
34 miles from Coulterville, a trail leads
off to the Tuolumune Grove of Big Trees,
one mile distant. There are 24 trees,
the largest being 36 feet in diameter.
The first view of Yo Semite is had at
Valley View, 45 miles from Coulterville,
and 12 miles from Yo Semite,

There are two routes from Mereed
City—one i8 known as the “ Coulterville
Route” via Snelling, a small town of
200 inhabitants, The distance by this
route to Yo Semite Valley is 92 miles—
89 by stage and 3 by saddle,

The other route leads directly to the
town of

MARIPOSA,

County seat of Mariposa county, 45 miles
This town contains about 1,000 inhabit-
ants. Once noted for its rich placer
mines, but now quartz mining is the
principal occupation of the people. In
Bear valley are the mills and mines (or a

rtion of them) belonging to the * Lus
gfaripom Grant,” or the Fremont estaie,
a8 it is usunally called. The Benton mills
are on the Merced river, about two miles
from the town, reached by a good dug
road, down a very gteep mountain.

In Mount Ophir and Princeton, s
mining town near by, are large quariz
mills, belonging to the estate, and ex-
tensive mines,

From Mariposa 25 miles brings us to
Clark’s, where the traveller will take
gaddle-horses the balance of the way.
(Here a trail branches off to the Mari-
posa Grove of Big Trees, 427 in number,
the largest being 34 feet in diameter.)
From Clark’s the trail leads through
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Alder Creek, Empire Camp, and the far-
famed * Inspiration Point.” From the
latter is obtained the first grand view of
this wonderful valley, lying 4,000 feet
below the *“ Point.,” Distance from
Clark's to the valley, 20 miles. Total
from railroad to Yo Semite by this route,
94 miles. It will be seen the saddle
route iz the shortest, as well as the
through route; but we express no prefer-
ences, us eanch has its own peculiar at-
tractive features. Should the tourist
enter the valley by one route, and return
by another, little of the scenery will be
overlooked.
* - * * * L

Returning to Lathrop, 4 miles brings

us to
SAN JOAQUIN BRIDGE,

Over the river of that name. Elevation,
36 feet. Here the cars come to a full
stop before crossing, to be sure to guard

inst accidents—as the bridge has a
“draw"” for the accommodation of the
river boats. This company has a rule
for all their employees, and a “ GOLDEN "
ONE IT I8, that “ [n case of uncertainty,
always take the safe side.”” This rule
may be the same on all other roads,
but we think it is betier observed ; and
we know the number of “aeccidents”
reported are much less on the roads
operated by this company—in proportion
to the miles—than on any other in
America; and we propose to account
for it in the following manner:—The
road is eonstructed with good materials,
and in the most substantial manner, with
all its equipments of the first class. The
officers are thorough practieal men, who
never discharge an employee, on any
consideration, who has proved to be a
competent man for his position, simply to
make room for a faverite, or a worthiess
& wmn.I,

Crossing the bridge, the long range of
the Contra Costa mountains looms up in
the distance directly ahead, and extend-
ing a long distance to the right and left
on either hand, as though to effectually
stop our progress. We cannot see any
place to get through or over them, yet
we are sure San Francisco is on the other

side. Passing on over a broad bottom,
the soil of which is a sandy loam, and
very deep, for 4 miles, we arrive at tbe
new town of
BANTAS.

Elevation, 30 fect. Btages leave on
arrival of trains for Point Timbers, 24 ;
Antioch, 86 ; and Hill's Ferry, 40 miles

After leaving this station, we have
witnessed, on several occasions, by lock-
ing away to the right, that curious
phenomenon, the mirage, which is often
seen on the desert. [See deseription,
page 149.] The next station, 5 miles
distant, is

ELLIS,
Situated in the midst of a beautiful
valley, which is rapidly settling up. The
coal mines of Corral Hollow are 14 miles
distant from this station to the somih-
east, connected by rail track. The Cen-
tral Co. use large quantities of this coal
—hegides transporting it to San Fran.
cisco, and other cities and towns. Since
leaving the last station we have gained
altitude —this station being 76 feet
elevation. Another engine will be at-
tached here, as the grade increases rap-
idly, after leaving this station, until we
get to the summit of the mountain,
MIDWAY,

formerly called * Zink House,” is 9 miles
from. Ellis, Elevation, 357 feet. BSoon
after leaving the station we enter the
bluffs, pass through deep cuts and over
high fills, our two iron horses puffing and
blowing furiously as they labor up the
heavy grade. These bluffs are heavy
sand, and almost destitute of vegetation,
To our right can be seen the old wagon
road, but now almost deserted. Still
upward, and onward, the long train
thundering around this jutting point
and over that high embankment. twist-
ing and t-urnin%'; first to the right and
then to the left, like some huge serpent,
while the bluffs seem to increase in
height, and the canyon narrower and
darker at every turn, until, at last, we
are plunged into {ofal darkness, and the
tunnel of Livermore Pass. This tun-
pel is the ounly one on the road from
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Bacramento to San Francisco, is 1,116
feet long, supported by heavy timbers.
[See Illustration.] Passing through this
canyon, we arrive at

ALTAMONT,
seven miles from Midway. Elevation,
740 feet.

The train is now rapidly descending
through a narrow canyon, down into
one of the loveliest little valleys in the
whole country, cross a long bridge, and
8 miles from the last station we arrive at

PLEASANTON,

This town contains about 500 inhabi-
tants, and is beautifully situated in the
midst of the valley—surrounded by high
mountain ranges—and is rapidly improv-
ing. Elevation 851 feet.

Leaving the station, the mountain
again looms up directly ahead, and looks
to be impossible this time to get through;
but soon the train passes around or
through several mountain spurs, and
emerges into a narrow canyon, down
which ripples the sparkling Alameda
ereek. The bluffs on each side are steep,
and covered with scrub oaks, wild oats,
and bunch grass. Live oaks, with long,
drooping, moss-covered boughs—some
very large—grow on the banks of the
creek, presenting at a distance the appear-
ance of an apple-tree loaded with fruit.
On we go, down, down, first on one gide
the creek, then on the other, the bluffs
drawing in cloge on both sides, through
deep cuts, over high brid;f‘ee with rapidly
changing scenery on either hand, when
the engine shrieks a signal and dashes
past the old San Jose Junction station—
the track of which can be seen on the
left. On, on, past the old ‘Vallejo
Mill,” the track curves to the westward,
and 11 miles from the last station arrive

+
n NILES.

Elevation, 86 feet. From Livermore
Pass we have been rapidly descending,
and now we are in the valley which
continnes to San Francisco Bay,

Niles is situated in the thickest settled

ion of Alameda Valley, surrounded
the finest lands in the State of Cali-
fornia, and will, at no distant day, be a

place of considerable importance. Beven
miles to the south, by rail, are the noted
Warm Springs of Alameda county.

Niles is now the junction of the San
Joge branch which runs through the
valley of Alameda, around the head of
San Francisco Bay. It is—but let us go
and see. ‘“All abor'd.” The first sta-
tion is Washington, 8 miles; next, 4
miles, the WARM SpPRrRINas, where the
traveler will find ample accommodations
for a pleasant sojourn. These springs
are situated a short distance from the
station, in a quiet little valley amon
the foot-hills, rather retired, surround
by attractive scenery. The waters are
impregnated with sulphur, and are high-
ly spoken of for their medicinal qualities.
From the Springs it is 4 miles to Milpe-
tas, and 7 more to

S8AN JOSE CITY,

The county-seat of Santa Clara county,
Population, 9,089 (pronounced San O-za).
It is the largest town in BSanta Clara
Valley, and in population the fifth in the
State. It wasfirst settled by the Spanish
missionaries in 1777. The city is lighted
with gas, the streets are macadamized,
and ornamented with rows of shade
trees on each side, Artesian wells, and
the * California Wind Mill,” together
with a small mountain stream, abund-
antly supply the city with good water.
The Alameda, or grove, was planted
in 1799. It is by far the prettiest grove
of planted timber in the State, and by
many people it is claimed that San Jose
is the prettiest city in the State. It is
certainly one of the best improved, and
there are none more beautiful. Its
orchardg, vineyards and shade trees; its
fine private and public buildings, and
the delightful climate of the valley,
render it a favorite place of summer
resort.

San Jose, and Santa Clara, 3 miles
distant, are noted for their educational
institutions, where gome of the finest in
the State are located. The convent of
Notre Dame, the San Jose Insutute, the
Btate Normal School, and the new build-
ing of the University of the Pacifie,
Methodist, Female Seminary, Methodist,




Tunnel, Livermore Pags,—(See page 204.)




206 CROFUTT'S TRANS-CONTINENTAL TOURIST'S GUIDE,

and the Catholic Collegiate Institute,
stand as monuments to attest a people’s
integrity and worth.

San Jose has 11 church edifices—ample
public and private schools, hotels, and
newspapers. The Mercury, weekly, Inde-
pendent, daily and weekly, Putriot, daily,
and Argus, weekly, are published here.
The city is connected by railroad with
Gilroy, 30 miles south, and San Franeisco
by two lines—the one we came on, and
the other wvia the peninsula direct,
through the thickly settled and well cul-
tivated San Mateo country ; distance 50
miles in a west of north direction; by
stage 10 miles to CONGREs8S SPRINGS.
These springs are resorted to by those
suffering with pulmonary complaints.
Stages also run to NEW ALMADEN, 15
miles distant, noted for its medicinal
springs, chief among which, and the
I.'(f!f)ﬁt valued for its medicinal qualities, is
the

NEW ALMADEN VICHY WATER.

Such a demand has been made for
this water that it is now put up in
bottles, and meets with an extensive sale
thronghout the State, and wherever it is
known it is very generally recommended
by the medical faculty. &ear this place
are the famous

QUICKSILVER MINES

of New Almaden. These mines are very
extensive, and should be visited by the
curions. They were discovered by an
officer in the Mexican service during the
year 1845, who, seeing the Indians with
their faces painted with vermillion,
bribed one of them, who told him where
it was to be found. The following year
several English and Mexicans formed a
company for working the mines, large
sums of money were expended, and
many difficulties had to be overcome,
but finally, by the intreduction of im-
portant improvements the mines have
proved to be very valuable. The different
mines furnish employment for, and sup-
port from, 1,000 to 1,500 persons. Nearly
all the miners are Mexicans.

It is augposed that these mines were
known and worked by the native Indians

of California, long before the country
was known by white men. They worked
them to procure the vermillion paint
which the ore contained, for the purpose
of painting and adorning their villainous
persons, and to “ swop” with the neigh-
boring tribes.

We will now return to San Jose, and
step into the horse-cars on the beautiful
AvaMEDA AVENUE, which is bordered
on each side with two rows of poplar
and willow trees, planted by the early
Jesuit missionaries nearly 80 years ago.

Behind these trees are elegant cottages,
beautiful orchards, nurseries, and gar-
dens, containing almost every variety of
vegetables, fruit and flowers,

assing on through this shady bower
3 miles, we arrive at

SANTA CLARA,

Situeted near the centre of Santa Clara
valley. This valley is one of the love-
liest in the world, possesssing a soil of |
surpassing richness. It is celebrated for
the salubrity of its climate, the excel-
lence and variety of its fruits, is thickly
settled, and as a wheat-growing valley
it has no superior, In point of improve-
ments, good farm houses, orchards, vine
yards, ete., it has few, if any equals.

Santa Clara is a thrifty village with
about 3,500 inbabitants. It was origi-
nally founded by the Jesuits in 1774
The churches and schools are ample—the
latter we have alluded to in connection
with San Jose. The Inder, and the
News, both weekly newspapers, are pub-
lishied here. Santa Clara is on the rail-
road between San Francisco and Gilroy,
47 miles from the former, and 33 from
the latter. A fine stage road extends
across the coast range 50 miles distant
to

SANTA CRUZ,

The Newport of California. Santa Cruz
is the county-seat of Santa Cruz county,
situated on an arm of Monterey Bay.
Population, 25661, connected by steam.
er with San Francisco, 77 miles, Mon-
terey, 23 miles, San Luir Obispo, 132
miles ; by stage to Pescadero, 35 miles,
and other adjoining towns. Tt is a noted
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summer resort for sea bathers, who find
good accommodations in the shape of
hotels, bathing houses, ete. Schools and
churches are flourishing. Two news-
papers, the Santa Cruz Sentinel and
Times, both weeklies, are published here.

Returning to Niles, we continue our
jonurney. Skirting the high bluffs at our
right, with beautiful fields stretching out
at our left for three miles to

DECOTO,
Elevation, 71 feet. This is a new town,
and promises at this time to be one of
unusual importance as a suburban resi-
dence for the merchant princes of San
Francisco.

The lots are very large, with wide
avenues, which are to be ornamented
with rows of evergreen trees, rumor
says, to the extent of from 40,000 to
50,000, and watered from living springs,
which flow abundance of water, a few
miles to the east in the mountains. To
the left the valley stretches away ten
miles to San Francisco Bay, dotted here
and there with comfortable farm houses,
and on all sides extensive and well culti-
vated fields. On a clear day the city of
San Francisco, 26 miles distant, can be
distinctly seen a little to the left, ahead
of the train, across the bay.

Rolling along down this beautiful val-
ley, we can see on our right, nestling in
beside the mountains, the town of HAY-
wo0D, the terminus of the Alameda
Railroad. It iz 22 miles from San Fran-
cisco. Eleven miles brings us to

LORENZO,

A small station, elevation 32 feet. 8
1iles from *

SAN LEANDRO,
County-seat of Alameda county. Popu-
lation, 426 ; elevation, 48 feet. The town
is gituated on San Leandro creek, with
good schools and churches, and one
weekly newspaper, the @Gazette. Con-
nected by San Francisen & Alameda R.
R, with Haywood, 11 miles; Alameda, 6
miles.

Alameda county is noted for its pecu-
liarly rich and fertile soil, which seems
especlally adapted to the cultivation of

all kinds of vegetables, the size and
weight of which are 'y marvelous.
Carrots grow 3 feet long, and weigh 35
lbs. ; cabbages, 75 1bs. ; onions, 5 1bs.; wa-
termelons, 85 lbs.; pumpkins—well, no
scales can weigh them ; pears, 3} 1bs.;
cherries, 8 inches in circumference;
strawberries, 2 ounces; and beete—not
“Dead beats”—=200 1bs. ; which, we should
say, beats all, but Greeley says, “ Beats
the DevilI”

Grain yields are enormous. In Liver
more Valley are some of the finest fields
of grain in the State; the yield from a
single acre often being 80 bushels. In
this country are fine quarries of granite
and limestone suitable for building pur-

8. Most of the brown stone used in
an Francisco is obtained here.

Pasging on, the traveler will note a

RacE TrACK on the left, where some of |

the best blooded stock in the State can
often be seen exercising., Five miles more
and we arrive at

MELROSE.
Here the train comes to a full stop—then
crosses the track of the Alameda Rail-
way—to guard against accidents, Ele-
vation of the station, 18 feet, Four
miles to our left is the town of

ALAMEDA,
in Alameda county. Population, 1,557,
It is situated on the eastern ghore of San
Francisco Bay, 12 miles from San Fran-
cisco 5 miles from Alameda Poin:;
connected with San Francisco by ferry-
boats, and by the San Francisco &
Alameda Railroad ; with the Central ut
Melrose and Haywoods, 10 miles di:-
tant. It has good schools and churches,
and elegant private residences,

The town aboundgin beautiful groves
of oaks.
parks have been laid out and improved,
It is & favorite resort of picnic parties
from San Fancisco. The Hneinal and
Home Journal weekly newspapers are
published here,

Returning to Melrose, 2 miles bring
us to

BROOKLYN.

Formerly San Antonio. It is on the

The Encinal and other fine |
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eastern shore of San Francisco bay, sep-
arated from the city of Oakland by an
arm of San Antonio creek, but connected
by bridge. Both Brooklyn and Oakland
are situated on ground which slopes
gradually back from the bay for several
miles to the foot hillg, or base of the Con-
tra Costa mountainsg, in their rear. Upon
this sloping ground are built many ele-
gant “out of town" residences of the
merchants of San Francisco, which eom-
mand a beautiful view of their city, the
bay, the Golden Gate, and the surround-
ing country. Population of Brooklyn,
about 2300. Cars and steamboats run
regularly between the city and San Fran-
cisco. A ghort distance to the northeast
of the city, in a canyon of the mountains,
are situated the “PrepmonT WHITE
SuLPHUR BPRINGS,” These springs are
strongly impregnated with sulphur, and
it is claimed that they possess medicinal
qualities. But why Californians should
be sick, or drink sulphur water, when
they have such good wine, and so much
of it, we are unable to understand.

The only cotton mill on the Pacific
const is located at this place—the ““ Oak-
land Cotton Mills.” Their principal busi-
ness at present is the manufacture of bur-
laps for bags and wool-packs from “jute ™
imported from the West Indies. When
their works are completed, they will
employ 250 operatives. Schools and
churches are numerous, and one weekly
newspaper, the Indapendent We now
cross the bridge, and pass along just on
the edge of the bay, with the suburbs of
Oakland on our right, three miles ‘o
Broadway station,

OAIXLAND,

What Brooklyn, N. Y., is to New York
City so is Oakland to the city of San
Francisco. The name of the city is sig-
nificant of its surroundings, as it is situ-
ated in an extensive grove of evergreen
oaks, with orehards, parks, gardens and
vineyards on every side. Nestling amidst
this forest of perpetual green, can be seen,
peeping out here and there, the mag’niﬁ
cent villa of the nabob, the substantial
residence of the wealthy merchant, and
the neat and tasteful cottage of the ** well

to do” mechanic, who have been attract-
ed here by its grand scenery, mild eli-
mate, and quiet surroundings, being free
from dust, noige, or the bustle of a large
city. Oakland is lighted with gas, has
broad, well-paved streets, is abundantly
supplied with water from a creek five
miles distant, supports several horse rail-
roads and three daily newspapers, the
Transcript, News, and Termint. Churches
are numerous. Most of the secret orders
are well represented. Public and private
schools are ample. The higher educa-
tional institutions comprise the Univer-
sity of California, the State University
School, the Female College of the Pacific,
the Oakland Military School, the Oakland
Female Seminary, and the Convent of
“ Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.” The
University of California, is now occupy-
ing premises temporarily until their new
building is finished, which is in course of
erection at Berkly, four miles distant. It
is to be constructed throughout of brick
and iron, they say, earthquake proof. It
may be; but, gentlemen, remember the
“tower of Babel | "

Near the university, towards the bay,
ig located the State Asylum of the Deaf,
Dumb and Blind. It is a massive stone
building, three stories high, 300 feet
above the bay, and commanding a very
extensive view. Oakland is the fourth
city in population in the State, being
about 11,104 and rapidly increasing.
We now continue on through the mty,
two miles to

OAKLAND POINT,

To the left of the track at this place are
the usnal round-houses, machine and re-
pair shops of a division. Until the build-
ing of a pier at this place, the only har-
bor of Oakland was to the eastward, at
the mouth of Ban Antonio creek, the
water to the westward being quite shal-
low for a long distance from shore,

As this “ Point " is the exireme western
foot of available land to build a railroad
upon, “ Old Fogy " would naturally say,
“ Here must be the terminus! e can
go no farther! But “ Young America,”
not content with spanning a continent
with iron rails, says, *“* No! We are going
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to China! ALy ABOARD!” And before
“0ld Fogy” could realize the situation,
a finger flashes the lightning to the tim-
ber lands of the Sierra Nevada moun-
tains, 250 miles away, and down come
long trains of cars, 40 miles an hour,
loaded with timber, lumber and piles,
and the swarms of laborers are soon lay-
ing the track “over the waters” towards
the setting sun.

Passing on down the pier, “ which I
wish to remark, and my langunage is
plain,” that for piles that are large, and
timbers that are strong, the pier that
we're on is peculiar.

Looking over the broad expanse of
. water on our right, the mountains of

Marin county loom up in the distance,
the highest point being Mount Tamauli-
pas, 2,604 feet high. Half a mile down
the pier we come to where the through
freig t cars come in on the lefi. This

branched off from the main track,
which Fnssm through the city of Oak-
land, a few miles to the eastward, and is
built on piles over the shoal water skirt-
ing the city front to this place, where the
tracks again unite.
Down the pier rolls the long train, di-
rectly out into the bay, 21 miles to the
ferry-boat, which conveys passengers over
the waters three miles to the city of San
Francisco.

LOOK AT THE PIER.

It is built with the best materials, and
in the most substantial manner, with
double track and carriage-way extending
the whole length. There are three slips.
The one to the north is 600 feet long, and
will accommodate the largest ships, the
water bein.g 264 feet in depth at low tide
and 32 at high tide. On each side of the
slip are erected large warehouses, one of
them 600x52 feet, the other 500x52 feet,
with tracks running through for the pur
pose of loading and discharging.

The next slip south was built to ac-
commodate the “THOROUGHFARE.” This
steamer was designed expressly for taking
freight cars across the bay. She once
made the trip across the bay with 18
loaded freight cars, running a distance of

84 miles in 22 minutes. She is 260 feet
on deck, 88 feet beam, with flat bottom.
The engines are 200 horse power; cylin-
ders 22x84, and were constructed at the
company’s shops in Sacramento.

The south slip is the passenger slip,
where lands the regular ferry-boat be-
tween Oakland and San Francisco. On
each side of this slip is a passenger-house
—one 800x70 feet, the other 450x50 feet.
In these buildings are located the divi-
sion offices, K, C. Fellows, Esq., Supt.
In these buildings will also be found
ample accommodations for passengers
and the enormous travel, the advance-
guard of which has only jusé commenced
toarrive, Thecompany designed to ex-
tend this pier to Goat Island, directly
ahead, ns goon as permission is granted
by the general Government, When
this is done, we may look forward to the
early filling in of the portion of the
bay between Oakland and the Island,
upon which will be located the future
great commercial city of the Pacific
Coast.

The first ship that loaded at this pier
was the “Jennie Eastman,” of Bath,
England. She commenced loading Au-

ust 4th, 1870, for Liverpool, with wheat ;

rought, some from San Joaques Valley,
but the greater portion from the end of
the California and Oregon Railroad, 230
miles north of San Francisco. When it
is understood by the peol)le of the world
that the China, Japan, Sandwich Island
and Australian steamships can land at
this pier, load and unload from and into
the cars of the Great Pacific Railroad,
and those cars can be taken through to
and from the Atlantic and Pacific Ocean
without change; that goods in BOND
can (a8 teas and silks are now) be so
transported in one fourth the time here-
tofore oceupied, it will then be realized
a8 the GREAT REVOLUTION of the age.
Already a number of ships, direct from
Liverpool, loaded with iron, have been
discharged at this pier. From the land-
ing place of the “Thoroughfare” in San
Francisco a rail track leads to the dock
of the Pacific mail steamships, and goods
are now transferred in that way in bond ;__J
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but the time is near when all foreign
vessels with goods for “across the con-
tinent " will land at this pier. The
precautions against fire on this pier, and
to put it out, are ample. The two engines
which do the * yard work ” are provided
with force-pump attachments, steam from
the locomotive boilers, and supplied with
reels of hose and suction pipe so arranged
that water can be used from their tanks,
or the bay,

To the southwest three-fourths of a
mile, the present objective point of this
Eﬁer is GoAT ISLAND, or “ Yerba Buena.”

t is nearly round, 340 feet altitude, con-
taining 850 acres. Belongs to the gov-
ernment, but is of little value,

BEHOLD |

As we stand at the end of this pier—
almost in the middle of San Francisco
Bay—and think back only twenty-five
years, we are lost in wonder and astonish-
ment, Here are already four cities within
a few miles of where we stand; the
smallest has near 2,000, while the larger
teems with nearly 150,000 inhabitants,
representatives from every land and
clime on the face of the earth. In 1847,
500 white settlers could not be found in
as many hundred miles, and not one ship
a year visited this bay. Now there are
gix large mail steamships in the China
trade, eight more in the Pacific mail
service to Panama, 20 more regularly
engaged on the coast from Sitka, on the
north ; to South America, Honolulu, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, on the south; be-
sides hundreds of ships and steam vessels
of every description—all busy—all life.
Here, too, at the end of this pier, is the
extreme western end of the grand system
of American railways, which has sprung
into existence within the same twenty-
five years. How fast we live. The
gentle breeze of to-day was the whirlwind
of fifty years ago. Will we—can we—
continue at the same ratio? But why
speculate? It is our business to write
what is taking place to-day; so we will
now step on ioard the ferry-boat and
take a look at

SAN FRANCISCUO.

The city presents a broken appearance,
owing to a portion being built on the
hills, which attain quite a respectable
altitnde. From the tops of these hills a
very fair view of the city can be obtained.

A large portion of the city is built on
land made by filling out into the bay.
Where the large warehouses now stand,
ships of the heaviest tonnage could ride
in safety but a few years ago. To pro-
tect this made land, and also to prevent
the anchorage from being destroyed, a
sea-wall hs]:ieen built in front of the city.

The principal wharves are on the
eastern side of the city, fronting this
made land. North Point has some good
wharves, but from the business portion
the steep grades of the city is a great
objection.

On landing at the ferry slip in the city,
the first thing required is a good hotel,
Now, if there is any one thing that San
Francisco is noted for more than another,
it is

@00D HOTELS.

The Grand Hotel, Cosmopolitan, Lick,
and Occidental are all first class, both in
fare and price—charges, from 3 to 5 dollars
per day. The Brooklyn, Russ, American
Exchange, International, Orleans, and
many others, are good hotels, at charges
from $2 to $2.50 per day. Then there
are a great many cheaper houses, with
rooms from 25 *n 75 cents per night,
with restaurant meals to order.

San Francisco is situated on the north
end of the southern peninsula which,
with the northern one, separates the
waters of San Francisco bay from those
of the Pacific Ocean. Between these
peninsulas is the GOLDEN GATE, a nar-
row strait, one mile wide, with a depth
of 30 feet, connecting the bay with the
ocean.

The first howuse built in San Francisco
was in 1835. The place was then called
“ Yuba Buena,” changed to San Fraueisco
in 1847, before the discovery of gold. The
city contains by last census 149,482 in-
habitants, is well built and regularl
laid out north of Market street, whi
divides the city into two sections ; south
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of this the streets have an eastern

declension as compared with those run-

ning north. The city is situated in lati-

tude, 37 deg. 48 sec. north; longitude,
deg. 27 min. west.

e climate is unsurpassed by that of
any large seaport town in the United
Btates—uniformity and dryness consti-
tuting its chief claim to superiority.
There is but little rain during the year,
only about half that of the Eastern
States. The mean temperature is 54
deg., the variation being but 0 deg.
during the year.

San Francisco in early days suffered
fearfully from fires. The city was almost
completely destroyed at six different
times during the years of 1849, 50, 51,
and 1852. The destruction has been
estimated in round numbers to exceed
$26,000,000. The result of these fires
has been that nearly all the buildings
built since 1852 has been built of brick,
stone, or iron—particularly in the busi-
ness portion. The city has many mag-
nificent private residences, and cozy little
home cottages, ornamented with ever-
greens, creeping vines, and beautiful
flowers. The yards or grounds are laid
out very tastefully with neat gravelled
walks, mounds, statues, ponds, and
sparkling fountains, where the “ecrystal
waters flow.”

The city is amply supplied with schools,
both public and private. There is no
Institution of the city wherein the people
take more interest and pride; none, of
the credit and honor of which they are
more jealous. Some of the finest build-
Ings of the city were built for school
ﬁurposea. the Denman and Lincoln school

ounses being the finest of the number.

There are 46 churches—of all kinds,
creeds, and beliefs—including several
Chinese “Joss Houses.” The Jewish
Byna, e is the finest among them,
situated on Sutier street.

The NEWSPAPER, and MAGAZINE, are
the histories of the present, and the per-
son who does not read them must be
ignorant indeed. Californians are a read-
ing people; and he that comes here to
find fools brings his pigs to a very poor

market. There are in the city 60 news-
papers, magazines, and periodieals.
There are 9 daily papers, the Alta Cali-
fornian being the oldest and meanest.
The Bulletin, Morning Call, Morning
Clronicle, Examiner, Republican, Abend
Post  (German), Demokrat (German),
and Courrier de San Francisco (French)
are all first-class journals, The Golden
Kra and the Golden City are two first-
class literary weeklies, Here, too, is
the Overland Monthly magazine, Then
there is the invaluable Scientific Press
for the miner, and the Pacific Rural
Press for the farmer. If among all these
publications you can find nothing to suit
you—nothing new—why, then we advise
you to read the Bible, and profit by its
teachings,
ITEMS TO REMEMBER.

CALIFORNIA IN MINIATURE, — The
finest collections of views, and we might
say almost the only complete one, of the
Big Trees, Yo Semite, Geyser Springs,
Pacific Railroad, Nevada, Oregon, and
the Pacific coast generally, are to be
found at Thos, Houseworth & Co.’s, No. 9
Mongomery st., Lick House, Many of the
illustrations in the GUIDE were engraved
from stereoscopic views taken by this
house. We have always avoided “ puff
ing,” but we believe we are doing our
readers a gervice in this case. In the
east, at Messrs. Anthony & Co.’s, 691
Broadway, New York, will also be found
a very fine collection.

TeE MAREETS of San Francisco are
one of the features of the city; those
who never saw the fruit and vegetables
of California should visit the markets.
No other country ean produce fruit in
such profusion and perfection. The
grapes, peaches, pears, etc., on exhibition
in the city markets, represent the best
productions of all parts of the State.

Tug CALIFORNIA THEATRE, on Bush
8t., is the largest and most elegant, de
voted to legitimate drama.

The ALHAMBRA, on the same street,
opera bouffe, burlesque, and minstrelsy.

The METROPOLITAN and the OPERA
HousE, on Washington St., drama and .
opera.

—




TRUCEEE RIVER, NEAR ETATE LINE

AMERICAN EIVER, FROM CAPR HORN.—BEE PAGE 176,

A CATIFORNIAN DESERT.

been held as a mﬂnn' that the Yums desert was once
an ocean bed, At inte rvalg, pools o
the midst of the Ellrrmln(]m W l"nl)' to ris

one of the

8

a “ big ship," left

{:al‘ooeedeﬂ to the spot, and found
e veseel. Nearly one-third o

e forward part of the ship or bark is
nly visible.

The stump of the bowsprit remains, and portions of the J

timbers of the wreck are perfect. The wreck ia located forty miles north
8 Fort Yuma road, and thirty miles west of Los
"The road across the
yeare, The histo
ywr 3 bt the d
IunF, been a desert, will
] , perhaps, furnish an
important aid in the elucidation of queatic.m of nc‘
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CHINESE THEATRES, two in number,
with all their “ tricks that are vain,” pex-
fogmn nightly, but few can undemt.aud

they are worth one visit.

The Praza, WasHINGTON, UNION,
COLUMBIA, LoBos, HaminToN, and ALA-
MO Squares, and YERBA BUENA, BUENA

VisTa, and GOLDEN GATE PARKS, are

all small, except the last, which contains
1,100 acres, and very little improved.
The Oakland and Alameda parks are
largely patronized by San Franciscans,
who reach them by ferryboat. But what
the ecity is deficient in parks is made up
by the
WoopwARD GARDENS.—R. B. Wood-
ward, Esq., a gentleman who possessed
both an ample fortune and a refined
taste, laid out these gardens in 1860, to
surround, adorn, and beautify his private
residence, situated near the centre of the
grounds. To this end the continents of
both America and Europe were searched
to procure every variety of ornamental
trees, exotics, indigenous plants, or ar-
ticles of rare virtu and value. For us
to attempt to describe these beautiful
grounds and do justice to the subject,
were we able, it would take a larger book
than the Guide. They must be seen to
be appreciated. You will find in the
“Art Gallery ” rare paintings and statu-
ary, in the “Zoological” department
over 30 different kinds of wild animals,
including the California lion and a mam-
moth grizzly bear, weighing 1,600 pounds,
eat Vs.rit,t.\" of California birds,
In these grounds are towering ever-
n trees and crystal lakes, oriental ar-
rs and beautiful statuary, delightful
nooks and shady retreats, with creeping
vines, fragrant flowers, sparkling foun-
tains, sweet music, and, above all, the
glorious California sky. Possessed of all
these luxuriant surroundings, and with
ample income, could any person be sur-
prised that Mr.Woodward should persist-
ently decline to open them to the carious
public? But the time came at last, It
was when the soldiers and sailors of his
country lay bleeding in the hospitals, on
the ships, in the camps, and on the battle-
fields, with widows, orphans, suffering

and death on every side. The sanitary
fund was low, oney must be had!
Then it was that his noble heart leaped
to the rescue. The grounds were thrown
open to the public in aid of the Sanitary

| HFund. The receipts were princely ; and

who can say how many lives were saved,
or the sufferings of the last moments of
life alleviated, by the aid of the generous
Propnvtcr of the Woodward Gardens?
I'hese gardens were opened h“ rmanently
to the public in May, 1866. They occupy
5 acres of ground, 4 of which are bounded
by Market, Mission, 13th, and 14th Sts,
with one acre to the south of 14th St,,
connected by tunnel under that street
from the main garden.

®he CiTy GARDENS are N. E. corner
Folsom and 12th streets.

The Crry HaLL is on Kearny 8t., oppo-

“gite the Plaza.

Miss10N BAY is two miles south of the
City Hall.

Horsg CARs run to nearly all parts of
the city. Tickets cost 25 cents, with 4
coupons attached, each coupon good for
one fare,

The city south of Market St. towards
Mission bay is covered by residences, ex-
cept portions of Second and Third Sts,
which are occupied by retail shopkeepers.
These streets are numbered from 1 to 26.

The IroN FoUNDRIES and MACHINE
shops are on Howard and Fremont Sts.
The heavy WHOLESALE HousEs are
mostly on Front, Battery and Sansom
Sis., north from Market.

The main PRINTING OFFICES are on
Clay St.

MoNTGOMERY STREET is the Broad-
way of San Franeisco, though Kearny St.
disputes the honor.

CALIFORNIA STREET is the Wall Street
of the city.

The CEmAP LODGING AND EATING
Houses are mostly on Sacramento and
Commercial Sts.

The Post OFFICE and CusTom House
are on Waushington St.

MERrcHANTS’ EXCHANGE BUILDING i8

. on California St.

The Srock ExcHANGR is in the Mer
chants’ Exchange Building.
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The BrancHE MiINT of the U. 8. will
soon occupy the new building N. W. cor-
ner Mission and 5th Sts, a very fine
building, which will cost, when com-
pleted, $1,250,000. About §4,000,000 are
coined at this mint annually from the
gold and silver of the Pacific coast.

Water for the city use is obtained
from Pillarcitos creek, 20 miles south of
the city, in San Mateo Co., Lake Honda,
5 miles south, being used as a reservoir.
Yet wells are numerous, the water being
elevated by windmills.

The LIBRARIER are numerous. The
Mercantile, on Bush B8t., the Odd Fel-
lows, on Montgomery, the Mechanies' In-
stitute, on Post St., the What Cheer, at
the *“ What Cheer House,” and the Young
Men’s Christian Association, are the prin-
cipal ones, open free to tourists upon ap-
plication.

The MEcmANICS' PAVILION fronts on
QGeary St., covers one block of ground.
The Mechanics’ Institute own the build-
in%: and hold their fairs there.

he Dry Dock at Hunter's Point, 6
miles southeast, is 465 feet long, 125 feet
wide, and 40 feet deep, cut in solid rock,
at a cost of $1,200,000.

PRrROTRERO SHIP YARDS are located at
Protrero, and are reached by the city
cars. All kinds of small craft for the
coast service are built at these yards.

CHINA TowN is situated on Sacra-
mento, above Kearny, Dupont, between
Sacramento and Washington Sts., and
Jackson St., between Dupont and Kear-
ny. These streets are occupied exclu-
sively by Celestial shopkeepers, “Heathen
Chinee.”

The BARBARY COAST, a noted resort
for thieves, cut-throats, and the vilest of
the vile, is situated on Pacific St., be-
tween Kearny and Dupont Bts. We give
the precise locality so that our ers
may keep away. Give it a “wide berth,”
a8 you value your life.

GEL IsLAND, 3 miles north of the
city, is 1} miles long,  of a mile wide.
Altitude, 771 feet. On this island are
quarries of brown and blue stone, which
are extensively used in the city for build-

ing purposes.

GOAT ISLAND, or “Yerba Buena,” 24
miles east, nearly round, containing 350
acres. Altitude, 340 feet. *

AvcaTrAz IRLAND i8 14 miles north,
strongly fortified. The. summit is 140
feet above tide, surrounded by a belt of
batteries, which command the entrance
to the harbor—a “ key to the position.”
These islands are all owned by the gov-
ernment.

SECRET ORDERS are numerous in San
Francisco—too numerous to note here,

Pornt LOBOSE is 6 miles west.

Fort POINT is north of west from the
City Hall, 5 miles at the south end of
Golden Gate. It is the most heavily for-
tified on the coast—on the plan ¢’ Fort
Sumter, in South Carolina.

TELEGRAPH HILL, to the north, is 894
feet high.

Russiax Hrnu is 860 feet b gh.

Cray St. HILL is 876 feet high.

The TwiN Peaxs, 4 miles southwest,
rise 1,200 feet. The vigitor can obtain
from the summit of these peaks a fine
view of the whole country, for many
miles around—the Golden Gate, and the
great Pacific Ocean.

FERRY-BOATS run regularly between
San Francisco and Oakland, Alameda,
SBancelito, San Quentin, &e., &c.

Rarn Cars via San Jose to Gilroy, 80
miles.

The Southern Pacific Railroad Co.
have issued $28,000,000 first mortgage 6
per cent. gold bonds, to extend their road
through Monterey, Fresno, Tugare,
Kern, San Bernardino, and San Diego
counties to the Colorado River, 750 miles
from San Francisco, and it is designed to
complete the road as soon as possible.

STEAMERS leave regularly for Vallejo,
28 miles; Benicia, 30; Petalumna, 48 ;
Santa Cruz, 76 ; Monterey, 100 ; Stock-
ton, 110; Sacramento, 125; San Luis
Obispo, 209;: Eureka, 233; Crescent
City, 280; BSanta Barbary, R280; San
Pedro, 364 ; San Diego, 456 ; Portland,
642; Vietoria, V. 1., 753; Mazatlan,
1,480 ; Guaymas, 1,710; La Paz 1802;
Acapulco, 1,808 ; Sitka, 1.951 : Honolula,
2,090 ; Panama, 3,230 ; Yokohama, 4,764 ;
Hiogo, 5,104; Auckland, 5907 ; Shang-
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hae, 5,964; Hong Kong, 6,384; Sidney,
Australia, 7,183 ; Melbourne, 7,700 miles
each. For further particulars
& See TrANS-CONTINENTAL TIiME
TABLE in the front of the Guide.
Look! here we are on the golden
shores of California. We have come
with the traveler from the far east to
the far west; from the Atlantic to the
Pacific—from where the sun rises out
of the waters, and sefz in the waters,
covering an extent of eountry hundreds
of miles in width, and recording a tele-
gram of the most important places and
objects of interest—brief, necessarily, but
to the point—and we feel certain a pardon
would be granted by the reader if we

now said
GOOD-BY.

But how can we? The theme is so ex-
haustless! We cannot quit—not until
we have made one trip at least. So let
us procure a carriage and take a “swing
around the circle.” First, to the
SEAL ROCKS,
Six miles west. Horse-cars run out 2}
miles, connecting with a regular omnibus
linethe balance of the way. Early in the
morning is the best time to start, as the
coast breeze commences | about eleven
o'clock, after which it will not be so
pleasant. We will be fashionable, get
up early, and drive out to the *Cliff
onse " for breakfast.

Within the first 2} miles we pass a
number of cemeteries; some of them
contain beautiful monuments, and are
very tastefully ornamented. The Erin-
cipal ones are the Lone Mountain, Lau-
rel Hill, and Odd Fellows. In the Lone
Mountain cemetery, on our right, under
that tall and most eonspicuous monu-
ment, which ean be seen for many miles
away, rests the remains of thelamented
Senator Broderick, who fell a vietim of
the “Code Duello” through jealousy
and political strife. Near by is the mon-
uments of Starr King, Baker, and many
others, whose lives and services have
dore honor to the State. On the summit
of Lone Mountain, to the left, stands
a large cross—which is a noted land
mark, and can be seen froin far out to sea.

In a little valley, close to the road,
we pass on the right, surrounded by 2
high fence, one of the most noted RACE-
CounsgEs in the State.

From the city the road leads over a
puccession of sand hills ; from the summit
of some of these we catch an occasional
gillimpse of the big drink in the distanco,
the view seeming to émprove as we gain
the summit of each, until the last one ia
reached, when there, almost at our feet,
stretching away farther than the eye can
penetrate, lies the great Pacific Ocean,
in all its mysterions majesty. Look | we
will be sure to see numerous ghips, small
craft and steamers, the latter marked by
a long black trail of smoke., They area
portion of the world’s great merchant
marine, which navigate these mighty
waters, going and coming, night and
day, laden with the treasure, and the
productions and representatives of every
nation, land and clime,

Close on our right is the Golden Gate,
with the bold dark bluffs of the northern
peninsula beyond. The “ Gate " is open,
an invitation to all nations to enter—but
beside them are the “ Boys in Blue,”
with ample fortifications, surmounted
by the “ Bull Dogs” of “ Uncle Bam}*
standing ready to close them at the first
signal of danger,

Our descent from the snmmit of the
last hill seems rapid, as we are almost
lost in admiration of the magnificence
spread out before us, until we arrive at
the “ Cliff House.”

The stranger on the road, and at the
Cliff House, would think it was a
gala day—something unusual. Such

and ‘“turn-outs,” and so many. Faet
t8, this “ DRIvE ” is to the San Francis
can what the “ Central Park ” is to the
New Yorker—the *‘gtyle ” of the former
is not to be outdone by the latter. The
drive out is always a cool one, and the
Jirst thing usually done on arriving is to
take a drink of—water, and then, order
breakfast, and such nice little private
breakfast rooms, and so many of them!
Oh, these Californians know Aaw to do the
thing ! They do nothing by halves.

Hark | “ ¥oi-Hoi, Yoi-Hoi, Yoi.” What
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the deuce is that? Those hearing us
#mile. We do not ask, but conclude it
must be a big herd of healthy donkeys
passing, when two gentlemen enter from
the rear, and one of them says, “Colonel
(there is no lower grade w. California), I
will bet you 50 shares in tu: Gould &
Curry or Red Jacket that General Grant,
ihat big seal on the top of the rock, will
weigh 3,000 pounds.” We did not stop
to hear more, but rushed out the back
door o to a long veranda running the
whole length of the house, which is
situated on a projecting ciiff, 200 feet
above, and almost overhanging the
waters, when “ ¥oi-Hot, Yoi-Hoi, Yoi”"—
and there was our donkeys, 500 vards
away, laying on, scrambling up, plung-
ing off, fighting, and sporting around
three little rocky islands. The largest of
these islands is called “ S8anto Domingo.”
It is quite steep—few can climb it. A
sleek, dark-looking seal, which they call
“Sumner,” once tried it, but fell off.
Away up on the very top—basking in
the sun, with an occasional “ ¥i-hoi,
i "—lies General Grant, the biggest
whopper of them all We knew him at
the first sight. He had something in his
outh, and looked wise. Often when
e din of his fellow seals below become
fearful, who are ever quarreling in their
efforts to elimb up, his “ Yoi-hot, Boyi”
can be heard above them all—which, in
seal language, means, “ Let us have
eace.” Sea fowls in large numbers are
overing on and around these rocks.
They too are very chattering, but we
have oo time to learn their language, as
here comes a steamer bound for China.
[}E}ee Iilustration.| It steams in close to
the islands, and we think we can discern
among the passengers Mr. G. F. T.,on a
trip “around the world,” waving his
compliments to the General on the
of the rock. Breakfast is called—being
fashionable, we take another drink of—
water ; and while eating a hearty meal,
learn that these seals are protected by
the laws of the State against capture.
Then pay our bill, and the ostler /iis
detatner, take our seat, and whirl around
over a broad winding road, which is

blasted out of the rocky bluff on our left,
to the sandy beach below.

Right here we meet Old Pacific him-
self—face to face—near enough to
‘i ghake.” He is a good fellow when he
is himself—pacific—but he drinks a
great deal, perhaps too much; but cer-
tain it i8 he gets very noisy at times—
very turbulent. In driving along the
beach, we come to one of the evidences
of his fearful wrath. Look! do you see
that ship laying on her side ?

One night, after a big carousal, when
it was said Old Pacific had been drink-
ing a great deal—more than usual—and
was in a towering passion, he drove this
ship up almost high and dry on the beach,
where you see her. Not content with
that, chased the escaping occupants far
into the sand hills, throwing spars, masts,
and rigging after them,

We don’t want any of that in ours.
No, thank-ee—* None for Joe.”

‘We will keep our eye on Old Pacific,
and drive along down the beach, by
several fine hotels, and then turn into
the hills to the left, passing over a high
point, where some fine views can be had
of the surrounding country, and around
to the old

MISSION DOLORES,

Here is food for the curious. But we
cannot afford to stop here long, as old
Boreas is getting waked up, and is slid-
ing the sand over the bluffs after us
rather disagreeable. This mission was
founded in 1775, by Spanish missionaries,
who for over 60 years wielded a mighty
influence among the native Californians
(Indians). In its most prosperous days
the Misgion possessed 76,000 head of
stock cattle, 2,920 horses, 820 mules,
79,000 sheep, 2,000 hogs, 456 yoke of
work oxen, 180,000 bushels of wheat
and barley, besides $75,000 worth of
merchandise and hard cash.

The greater portion of all this wealth
was confiscated by the Mexican govern-
ment, so that when California became a
portion of the United States little re-
mained except these old adobe walls and
grounds, together with about 600 vol-
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BEALB, OR BEA-LIONS, .

umes of old Spanish books, manuscripts,
and records.

Returning to the city, we pass many
objects of interest well worthy of notice,
but we cannot attend to them. Just
come and see¢ how it 18 yourself.

NOTES AT LARGE.

CALIFORNIA was first discovered in
1542, by a Portuguese, Juan R. Cabrillo,
while in the Spanish service. It was

held by the Spanish, then by the Mexicen
governments, until 1848, when by treaty
it became » portion of the United Statea.
It was admitted as a State in 1850. It
covers an area of 160,000 square miles,
divided about equally into mining, agri-
cultural, timber, and grazing lands. All
kinds of grain, froit, and vegetables, grow
in profusion. The grape culture has
occupied the attention of many of her
people, who find that they can produce
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wine surpassed by none in this country,
and few in the old. Large quantities
are used throughout the United States,
with a yearly increased ghipment to
European markets. Her manufactures
are of a high order, and attract favorable
notice at home and abroad. The spirit
of enterprise manifested by her citizens
has deserved and won success Under
the liberal, fs.r-seaing policy of the
younger class of capitalists and mer-
chants, who ap about the time of
the inauguration of the great railroad, a
new order of things arose. Men began
to regard this land as their future home,
who, before this era, cared to stay here
no longer than while they obtained a
fortune, which they expected to get
within a few months at farthest.

From this time, money expanded,
trade, agriculture, mining and manu-
factures began to assume their proper
stations. The old, narrow, ruinous no-
policy which marked the era of the old
capitalist, passed away, and a brighter,
better era opened to the people of the
Pacific slope.

The BANK oF CALIFORNIA is one of
those live institutions, with a capital of
$5,000,000 gold. We gave its history in
a former volume. We can only add—
the managers know their business, and
do nothing by halves. The bank has
branches all over the State, and in Oregon
and Nevada.

The STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
hold annual fairs in September. They
are largely attended—visitors and ex-
hibitors coming from all parts of the
State, Nevada, and Oregon.

The Mecnaxics' IxstrTUTE hold
annual fairs,

The StErnA NEVADA MOUNTAINS are
about 500 miles long, and from 60 to 100
miles in width, their general direction
northwest and southeast. The height
of the principal peaks are—Mts. Whit-
ney, 15,088 feet; Williams, 14,500;
Shasta, 14,444; Tyndall, 14,386; Raweah,
14,000; Gardner, 14,000; King, 14,000;
Brewer, 13,886 ; Dana, 13,227; Luyell,
13,217 : Castle Peak, 13,000; Cathedral
Peak. 11,000 : Lassen’s, 10,577 feet.

4,000 1bs. and are quite tame.

The CossT RANGE is the ra of
mountains nearest the Pacific n(%aan.
extending the whole length of the State,
broken at intervals with numerous small
rivers and narrow fertile valleys. The
principal peaks are—Mts, Ballery, 6,357
feet high ; Pierce,6,000 ; Hamilton, 4,450;
Diablo, 3,876; Banch, 3,790; Chonal,
3,630 ; St. Helena, 3,700; Tamalpais,
2,604 feet. Mount St. Bernardino, away
to the southward, in the range of that
name, is 8,370 feet in height.

The RAINY SEASON is between the
first of November and the first of May,
the rain falling principally in the night,
while the days are mostly clear and
pleasant. At Christmas the whole coun-
try is covered with green grass, in Jan-
uary with a carpet of flowers, and in
April and May with ripening fields of
grain. During 15 years of observation
the average has been 220 clear, 85 cloudy,
and 60 rainy days, each year. The
nights are cool the year round, requir-
ing a coverlid during the hottest and

est season.

ARALLONES ISLANDS are seven in
number, 30 miles west of Golden Gate,
in the Pacific ocean, totally barren of
everything but seal, sea-lions, and water-
fowls. These are very numerous. Many
of the seals will weigh from 2,000 to
They are
protected from capture by State laws;
but the poor birde—and they are legion—
which inhabit these islands, laying mil-
lions of eggs every year, are robbed with
impunity. Most of the eggs in the mar-
kets of San Franeisco are brought from
these islands. The islands are all rocks ;
the highest peak is surmounted with a
light-house of the B order, 840 feet
above the water.

SAN QUENTIN is a Ynoted place of
summer and wir. er resort. The resident
tourigts number from 600 to 1,000, their
term of residence varying from eix
months to a lifetime. The quarters for
their accommodation are furnshed by
the State, free of charge. Th¢ Lieuten-
ant-Governor exercises personal super-
vigion over the guests, assisted by many
subordinates and a company of soldiers.




SEAL ROCKE, FROM THE CLIFF HOUSE.—DESCEIPTION, PAGE 215.
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The guests come here, not of their own
will, but through their folly, and we
believe they would quit the place, if
they ecould. By law it is known as the
State Prison. Route, by ferry, 12 miles
north.

SAN RAFAEL, the county-seat of Marin
county. Population, about 800. It was
settled in 1817 by the Jesnitical missiona-
ries. It is situated in a beautiful little
valley, and of late has become a thriving
suburban town. The Journal and News,
both weekly papers, are published here.
Connected with San Quentin by rail-
road—distance, 3 miles east.

Mr. TaMALPAIS—Route, by ferry to
San Quentin, 12 miles north of San
Francisco, 3 miles by railroad to San
Rafael, saddle horses for the remainder
of the journey, 12 miles to the summit,
which is 2,604 feet high.

Napa Crry is the county-seat of Napa
county, situated in Napa Valley, on
Napa River, and the Napa Valley Rail-
road, with the NarA Sopa SBrrixas, 6
miles to the east. Yet the Napa’s sel-
dom Nap, but often “Nip.” 1t isalively
town of about 3,500 inhabitants, at the
head of tide-water navigation, sportin
two weekly newspapers, the Register a.ng
Heporter, and in the midst of a country
noted for its mild and genial climate,
the great fertility of its soil, and its
many well-cultivated vineyards, produ-
cing annually over 200,000 gallons of
wine and brandy.

The water from these springs has
become quite eelebrated ; a large amount
of it is bottled annually, and shipped to
all parts of the State. Route, steamer
to Vallejo, 28 miles, and 16 more by
railroad.

Soxoma.—This town is a quiet old
place, founded in 1820, and contains
about 600 inhabitants. Many of the
old original adobe buildings are still
standing, in a good state of preservation.
Sonoma has the honor of being the place
where the old “Bear Flag" was first
raised. It is connected by stage with
Napa, distance 12 miles.

CarrsToca is the most gopuls.r of all
the summer resorts near the bay. The

Jearful ! WONDERFUL |

springs to be found here possess great
medicinal qualities, and have already
won a high local reputation. In the
town, every accommodation in the
way of hotels, etc., is afforded to the
numerous visitors who annually gather
here to bathe in, and drink the invigor-
ating water, enjoy the unsurpassed hunt-
ing and fishing in the vieinity, and above
all, to breathe the pure air of the charm-
ing little valley, while viewing the beau-
tiful mountain soenerﬁ._ Route, steamer
to Vallejo 28 miles, Napa Valley Rail-
road, 43 miles more.

THE GEYSERS are 25 miles distant
from Calistoga by stage. These springs,
with their taste, smell and noise, are
‘We have been
told that the productions of California
“ beats the Devil,” but we feel certain he
has not left the country; and is not far
from this place. Here are over 200
mineral springs, the waters of which are
hot, cold, sweet, sour, iron, soda, alom,
sulphur—well, yon should be suited
with the varieties of sulphur! There is
white sulphur and black sulphur, yellow
sulphur and red sulphur, and how many
more deponent saith not. But if there
are any other kinds wanted, and they are
not to be seen, call for them, they are
there, together with all kinds of ¢~ ntend-
ing elements, roaring, thundering hiss-
ing, bubbling, spurting and steaning,
with a smell that would disgust any
Chinese dinner party. We are unal'e
to describe all these wonderful things.
Go and see how it is yourself—but first,
have Schreiber insure your life in the
Pacific Mutual for the family that you
ought to have, if you havn’t.

PETALUMA is the largest town in So-
noma county, It is situated on Peta-
luma creek, at the head of navigation.
Population, 4,500. It is the shipping
point for the grain raised in the adjoining
country. The Crescent, daily and week-
ly, and the Journal and Argus, weekly,
are newspapers published here. ™he
California Pacific R, R. Co. are builamg
a branch road, which will pass through
the town to Santa Rosa, Healdsburgh
and Bloomfield, from Vallejo. e

—
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route now is via steamer from San Fran-
cisco, 49 miles.

SanTA R0sA, the county-seat of Sono-
ma county, is situated in the midst of a
very rich agricultural region. Popula-
tion 1,500. It is 16 miles from Peta-
luma, 16 from Healdsburgh, with both
of which it will soon be connected by
rail, as above alinded to. The Democrat,
a weekly paper, is published here, The
leading industry of the county is wheat,
the yield for 1869 was 2,120,213 bushels,
the second largest in the State. The
same year the number of grape-vines
cultivated was 4,112,279, producing over
850,000 gallons of wine and brandy—the
largest in the State except Los Angeles
county.

HEALDSBURGH, a beautiful little town
of about 1,500 inhabitants, is situated on
the Russian River, 16 miles northwest
from Santa Rosa, and 20 miles from the
ocean. Russian Valley, in which the
town is located, is noted for its great
yield of wheat, and the extraordinary
quickness of its soil, producing potatoes,
peas, and many other vegetables within
sixty-five days from the time the seed is
planted. The Russian River Flag, a
live weekly paper, is published here.
The tourists will find excellent hunting
and fishing near by, with ample hotel
accommodations.

EUREEA is a port of entry, situated in
Humboldt county, on the east side of

| Humboldt bay, and is the principal ship-

ping point for the lumberand timber from
the extensive forests of redwood, which
this county is noted for. A large amount
of redwood lumber is shipped annually
from Eureka to foreign as well as home

rts. The Northern Enterprise and the

ymes, both weekly newspapers,are pub-
lished here. The Humboldt land office
is also located here, with our genial
friend Gardner, from Yolo, as register.
Population 2,500. Route: steamer from

* 8an Franeisco, 233 miles, north; also by

stage from Petaluma.

Los ANGELES is the county geat of Los
Angeles county, in southern California.
Settled in 1781. Present population
7,000. Has two daily and three weekly

newspapers—the News, daily and weekly:
the Star, daily and weekly; and the Re-
publican, weekly. It is the headquarters
for the U. 8. southern district of the Pa-
cific, and contains the principal military
barracks and storehouses.

The county produced in 1869 more
corn than any other county in the State,
281,500 bushels. The same year it re-
turned 90,000 bushels castor-beans, 3.000
lemon and 25,000 orange trees, 12,000
horses, nearly 40,000 cattle, 209,000 sheep,
and 1,197,000 gallons of wineand brandy.

It is situated on the Los Angelesriver,
23 miles from the port of San Pedro; but
the principal shipping point is at Wil-
mington, a few miles above Ban Pedro,
at the head of the bay, with which it is
connected by rail 18 miles distant.
Regular steamers touch at San Pedro for
San Francisco, 364 miles ; San Diego, 82
miles by water, 131 miles by stage. Los
Angeles is also connected by stage with
all the interior towns, and with Gilroy,
366 miles: from thence by rail to San
Francisco, 80 miles.

8aN Drreo was first settled by the
Jesuit missionaries in 1769, and is the
oldest town in the State. It is a port of
entry, county seat of San Diego county.
Population at present about 4,000, but
rapidly increasing. It is situated on San
Diego bay, which, for its size, is the
most sheltered, secure and finest harbor
in the world. The bay is 12 miles long
and 2 miles wide, with never less than
30 feet of water at low tide, and a good
sandy bottom. By act of Congress, it is
to be the western terminus of the South-
ern Pacifie Railroad, and will from this
time undoubtedly make rapid progress.
It is connected by steamer with San
Francisco, 456 miles north, and by stage
to all inland towns. A stage line runs
to Tucson, 475 miles; Santa Fe, New
Mexico, 1,075 miles. It is 14 miles north
of the dividing line between Upper and
Lower California, and is destined to make
a city of great importance. Tropical
fruit of every variety is produced in the
county, and the climate is one of the
finest in the world, the thermometer
never falling below 40 in the winter, or
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rising above 80 in the summer, The | the kind ever before constructed. It was
country is well timbered, and well water- | built entirely of California and Oregon
ed, producing large crops of all kinds of | timber, and beautifully inlaid with por-
grain, fruit, and vegetables. Gold, silver | tions of each of the different kinds of
and tin ores have been recentiy discov- | wood grown on the Pacific slope. The
ered, which promise at this time to be | car was supplied with all the modern im-
very extensive and profitable. Several | provements and conveniences through-
quartz mills have recently been erected. I out, and a car that Californians were
Two weekly papers are published at 8an | justly proud of. Cost,over $50,000, While
Diego, the Bulletin and the Union. | this magnificent car was en route to

The Central Pacific R. R. Co. had | New York, it chanced to be in Chicago
a Drawine RooM SLEEPING CAR, justatihetime of the great conflagra-
which, for fine workmanship and ele- | tion in that city in the fall of 1871,and
gant appointments, eclipsed anything of | was destroyed.

IN CONCL.USION.

Tae Union & Central Pacific Railroad is the longest in the world, laid the
most miles of track in one day, cost the most money, passes over the broadest plains,
the finest grazing lands, and the loftiest mountaing, near barren deserts and the
most fertile valleys. It possesses the most valuable lands, the highest bridges, the
longest snow galleries, and the most numerous tunnels. It affords views of scenery
the most grand. The mountains are towering and snow-capped; the chasms are
deep and fearful ; while the engineering skill displayed is truly wonderful, Near
this road are the richest gold, silver, iron, coal, sulphur and other mines in the world.
The line rises the highest into the elouds and terminates the farthest from land, over
the waters, on the longest pier. It possesses the most rolling stock, and the most
beautiful, costly and luxuriant drawing-room sleeping ear. On the line of the road
the wild game, of nearly every variety, are abundant, “like the sands on the sea-
shore,” from the chicken and prairiedog to the buffalo and mammoth * grizzly ” of
over 2,000 pounds, while above them all, kind of overseer, floats the grand old Amer-
ican eagle Emse]f. The fish are numerous, and most delicious.
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The white actual settlers in the country venture to rashness, are hospitable to a
fault, and sanguine even in the ““cap” after the “ grub " fails to ** pan,” while their
word of honor is always worth more than their bond. But the Indians—they are
lazy, filthy, and too mean for fish-bait.

One would suppose by the name “ Trans-Continental,” that this road was built
across the continent. It 18. Yet the cars run around *“ Cape HorN” and the Dead
Sea, down the Bitter and over the Green and Black waters, echoing near the * Devil's
Slide” and the great ** Sink” of the Desert ; descends into total darkness, with jets
of boiling sulphur on either hand, and finally through the DEVIL’'S GATE, but always
landing safely at the GOLDEN GATE. Will it be so with us in life? Let us Aepe, and

we meet n.gknlu
"We now take pleasure in referring our readers to

CROFUTT’S NWEW MAP

OF THE

ROUTE AROUND THE WORLD.

To be found on a following page.
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SPECIAL DEPARTMENT.

e ———

Tae Gume now has a world-wide and rapidly inereasing eireula-

tion, is purchased by all classes, and is read in all parts of the world.

We have deemed it important to insert a condensed list of

the principal Bankers, Manufacturers, Importers, Merchants and

others, who are engaged in different kinds of legitimate trade

throughout the United States.

We admit none but those who we

think are, from position, integrity and ability, worthy to be rated

as firsi-class, and those only who can be recommended with implicit

confidence.

‘BANKS AND BANKERS.

BANK OF CALIFORNIA, San Francisco, Cal*
Capital, §3,000,000 coin,

DUNCAN, SHERMAN & CO., Bankers, 11
Nassau St., N. Y., issue Bills of Exchange and
Travelling Credits, available in all the cities
of the world.

MORTON, BLISS & CO., Bankers, 30 Broad St.,
N. Y., issue Circnlar Notes and Letters of
Credit for Travellers; also Commercial
Credits, available in all parts of the world, on
Mortox, Rose & Co., London.

TILLINGHAST, Wn. E., 5 Wall Street, New
York, Banker and Stock Broker, Union Pa-
cifie R, . securities bonght and sold.

CALDWELL, HAMILTON & C0., Omaha,
Neb. The oldest established banking house
in Nebraska.

FIFTH AVENUE BANK, OF PITTSBURG,
Pa. Stockholders individually linble. Collee-
tions made on most reasonable terns,  Your
correspondence is most respectfully solicited,
W. C. Robertson, Prest.; F. E. Schenck,
Cashier,

FIRST NATIONAL BANK, Omaha, Neb, B,
Creighton, Pres't; H. Kountze, Viee-Pres't:
A. Kountze, Cash'r; H. W. Yates, Ass't
Cash'r.

OMAHA NATIONAL BANEK, Omaha, Neb,
Capital paid in §200,000, Snrplos and Profits,
£100,000. Fzra Millard, President; J. H. Mil-
lard, Cash'r; Wm. Wallace, Asa't Cash'r

=STATE BANK OF NEBRASKA, Omaha,
Neb. Savings Department—Interest ynhl on
deposita, Alvin Saunders, Pres't; Ben, B
‘Wood, Cashier.

BILLIARD TABLES.

KEAVANAGH & DECKER, 154 Centre St.,
New York. .
WINANT, D. D, 71 Gold 5t.,, N. Y,

| BLANK BOOKS & STATIONERS.

8t., Clhicago, T11.

FRANCIS & LOUTREL, 45 Maiden Lane,
N. Y., solicit orders for Blank Books, Station-
ery and Printing,

BOOKBINDERS' STOCK, TOOLS
and Machinery.

CULVER, PAGE & HOYNE, 128 & 130 Lake
St., Chieago, T1L

BOOTS AND SHOES.

STINDE, C. R. Wholesale Dealer in Boots and
Shoes, 20 North Main St., St. Louis, Mo.

Boot and Shoe Machinery.

GRAVES, L. 8. Rochester, N, Y., Manufac-
turer of Boot and Shoe Machinery, Paper Cut-
ting Machines, &e. Send for Catalogue,

BRUSHES, (Wholesale & Retail).

HOPPEL, JOHN K., Mnfr. of every descrip-
tion, at the lowest price, 335 Pearl St., Harp-
ers’ Building, New York.

ARMOUR, J. B, Manufacturer and Dealer in
every description. No. 400 Broadway, near
Hudson St., Albany, N. Y. i

| CULVER, PAGE & HOYNE, 128 & 130 Lake .
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SPECIAL DEPA.RTMENT —(Continued.

Music & Musical Instruments,
BALMER & WEBER, Dealers in PTANOS,
ORGANS and Musical Instrnments, St. Louis,
Mo. Music sent as per orider,

OCEAN STEAMSHIPS.

ANCHOR LINE. Steamers every Wednesday
and Saturday between New York, Glasgow
and Liverpool. Henderson Bmthl.,r& l\gvntﬂ,
Chicago and New York.

CUNARD LINE, between New York, Boston,
Liverpool and Havre. Sailing twice a week,
C. G. Francklyn, Agent, 4 wling Green,
New York.

OILS.

DEVOE MANUFACTURING C{).,
St., New York.
brated Transportation Cans.

117 Fulton

OIL MANUFACTURERS.

WADSWORTH BROS. & C0O., Oil Manufac'rs,
Commission Merchants and Wholesale Deal-

ers in Oils and Naval Stores. ~
LEap Facrory: O Facrory @

Brooklyn, L. T. Stamford, Conn,

Office and Wareliouse, 207 Pearl Street, N, ¥,

Qils, Car & Axle Grease.
PARTRIDGE, GEO. & CO,, 712 N. Main St.,
St. Lounis, Mo., Lubricating and Burning Oils,
Car and Axle Grease,

Paints, Oils and Varnishes.

PENNSYLVANTA WHITE LEAD WORKS,
Pittsburg, Pa.  Farnestock, Haslett &
Schwartz. Established 1844, Formerly B. A,

. Farnestock & Co., White Lead, Red Lead,
Colors and Linseed Oil.

PAINT MANUFACTURERS.

WADSWORTH BROS. & CO., Manufacturers,
Importers and Wholesale Dealers in White
Lead, Zine Paint, Colors, Oils, and Naval

Stores,
i, Facronry ¢ Luap Factony @
Stunford, Conn, Brooklyn, L. L

Office and Warchouse, 207 Pearl Street, N, V.,

PAPER DEALERS.

CULVER, PAGE & HOYNE, 122 and 130 Lake
Street, Chicago, I1l.

PHOTOGRAPHIC MATERIALS.

ANTHONY., E. & H. T. & CO., 591 Broadway,
New York.

HOUSEWORTH,
=17, P.” Depot.

THOS. & (0. See Map of

Devoe's il in Devoe's cele- |

| OWENS,

PIANOS AND MUSIC.

GABLER, ERNEST, Manufacturer of new
Agraffe Pianos, with all modern improvements
at moderate prices, 220 to 224 E. 22d Street,
New York.

McCAMMON, WM., Manufact'r of the AMER-
ICAN ]’T;\T\ 0-FORTE, ALBANY, New
York., THIRTY-SIX FIRST PREMIUMS
awarded these Pianos.

MARSHALL & WENDELL, Albany, N. X,
Manafacturers of the “ PARLOR GEM" and
other Piano-Fortes.

PLOWS.

ST. LOUIS & PEORTA PLOW CO. (successors
to Plant Bros., Pratt & Co.), manufacturers
Peoria Steel Plows. Warehouses—St. Louis
and Kansas (1tv Mo, Works—Peoria, IIL
Also, M'facturers’ Agents for Farm Machin'y.

PRINTERS (Book and Job).
FRANCIS & LOUTREL, 45 Maiden Lane, N.Y.

PRINTERS' ROLLERS (Patent),
FRANCIS & LOUTREL, 45 Maiden Lane, N. Y,

REGALIA,FLAGS & BANNERS.

PARSON & CO., Manufacturers of Masohs'
Clothing, Odd "Fellows’ Regalias, ete., 716
North Fourth Street, St. Lnum Mo.

SADDLERY HARDWARE.

PRATT & LETCHWORTH, Manufacturers,
Buffalo, New York.

SCHIEFER, J. F., Wholesale and Retail Dealer
in Saddles, Harness, Horse Clothing, Ete.,
Main Street, cor. Chestnut, St. Louis,

Safety HOISTING MACHINERY.

OTIS BROS & CO., 348 Broadway, New York.
1,500 now in use in the United States.

SALT (Ohio and Kanawhal.

JOY, GEQ. L., General Agent Ohio River and
Kanawha Salt (ﬂmll.mu‘s 0 North Second
Street, St. Louis, Mo.

SAW MILLS (Circular.
KINGSLANID, FERGUSON & €O, #23 North
Seconid Street, St Louis, Mo,
LANE, DYER & CO..
Second Street, St. Louis, Mo,

North
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Saw Manufacturers.

EMPIRE SAW WORES, Curtis & Co., best
Cast Steel Saws, 117 Vine St., St. Louis, Mo,

ST. LOUIS SAW WORKS, Established 18549,
Branch, Crookes & Co., 116 and 118 Vine St.,
St. Louis, Mo.

Silver Pla.ted Ware aed Fine

utlery.

No. 18 John Street, N. Y. J. U, UNDERHILL,
late J. ¥. Curran & Co., Manufacturer and
Tmporter of triple plated goods. Trade Mark,
Curran & Co. Mr. J. F. Curran continues in
charge of the business,

Ship Chandliers and Sail Malkers.

GILBERT, HUBBARD & CO., Tents, Awn-
ings, Tarpanling, Covers and Flags, 205 and
207 South Water St., Chicago, T1L

Stationers.

CULVER, PAGE & HOYNE, 128 and 130

Lake 8t., Chieago, TIL
FRANCIS & LOUTREL, 45 Maiden Laune,
New York.

Street Cars and Omunibuses.
JOHN STEVENSON & CO., Manunfacturers,
47 East 27th Street, New York.

Stained Glass.

SHARP, H. E. & SON, 147 and 149 Tast 22d
Street, bet. Third and Lexington Avenues,
New York., Glass Btained, Embossed and
Enameled,

GIBSON, J. & G. H., Glass Stainers, and John
Gibson, Painter and Decorator, 123 and 125
Sonth Kleventh §t., Philadelphia, Penn.

Steel Works,
SHEFFIELD STEEL WORKS, Singer, Nimick
& Co., Mannfacturers of all descriptions of
Steel, i-"ittabu:g_. Pa.

_ Steam Engines.
OWENS, LANE, DYER & CO., 717 N. Second
Street, St. Louis, Mo,

Steam Pumps.
COOPER, JOHN M. & CO. Pittsburg, Pa.,
Manufacturers of John M. Cooper’s Improved
Balunice Wheel Steam Pump,

Steresscopes and Views.
ANTHONY, E. & H. T. & CO., 501 Broadway,
New York.
HOUSEWORTH, THOS. & CO.
4. P." Depot.

See Map of

Stoves. F'unrnaces, Ranges.

BLANCHARD & GARRISON, Mannfactuvers |
Stoves, Van's Patent Ranges, and the Home |

Farnace, 17 8. 5th Street, St, Louis, Mo.

COLLINS & BURGIE, Manufacturers, Stoves |

and Hollow Ware, Chicago, 1L
factorers Clark’s Patent Tuyere Ivon.
Manulacturers for the Northwest of Nott's
Pat. Sink.

Threshing Machines,
KINGSLAND, FERGUSON & CO., B2 N.
Second Street, St. Louis, Mo,
OWENS, LANE, DYER & CO., 717 N. Second
Street, St. Lounis, Mo.

Tinner's Stock and Metals.
EXCELSIOR MANUFACTURING CO., 612
and 614 Main 8t., St. Louis, Mo.

Umbrelias and Parasols.
SMITH'S SON & CO., ISAAC, 405 Broadway,
New York. TUmbrella and Parasol Manufac-
turers.

White and Red Lead.
PENNSYLVANIA WHITE LEAD WORKS,
Pittsburg, Pa. Farnestock, Haslett &
Schwartz, Established 1344, formerly B. A,
Farnestock & Co., White Lead, Red Lead,
Colors, and Linseed Oil.

Wire and Wire Goods.
EAGLETON MANUFACTURING CO. 81
John St, New York, Fence and Vineyard
Wire, &c.

Sole Manu- |
Sole |




SPECIAL DEPARTMENT.—Continued.




