
Site Description   

Pleasant Valley  
(updated 2014)  
 

Geologic setting:  

Pleasant Valley is located within Pershing 
County in central Nevada between the Tobin 
Range to the east and the East Range towards 
the west. The Tobin range is located in the 
actively extending Basin and Range province with several tilted normal fault blocks (Gonsior 2006). A 
large normal-faulting earthquake occurred in 1915 along the west-dipping fault system on the east side of 
the Tobin Range, rupturing the surface along four segments over ~60km. The scarps have average 
displacements of 2-3m (Jackson and Leeder, 1994). 

The Tobin Mountains host a mercury district, the Mount Tobin District, southeast of Pleasant Valley. 
There, the Havallah sequence is uncomformably overlain by Triassic-era clastics, carbonates, and 
volcanics. Mercury deposits are primarily found along north-trending, steeply-dipping fault zones, within 
Triassic sediments. Golconda Canyon and Little Miller Basin are the two main mercury sources.  

Geothermal features:   

Coyote Spring: Coyote Spring is a warm spring at the northern end of Pleasant Valley (Sec. 30, T30N, 
R39E), measured in 1977 at 22°C by the U.S. Geological Survey NWIS database (U.S. Geological 
Survey, 2005). Geothermometers indicated low estimated reservoir temperatures of 67°C (Na-K-Ca) and 
61°C (chalcedony). 

Paris Well: A warm well is located in the middle of the valley (Sec. 2, T27N, R38E). The temperature has 
been measured consistently at 21°C to 22°C from 1952 to 1981 (U.S. Geological Survey, 2005). In 1963, 
geothermometers indicated low estimated low reservoir temperatures: 66°C (Na-K-Ca) and 59°C 
(chalcedony) (Cohen and Everett, 1963). 

Leasing information:  

BLM lease was given in 2009 to TGP Developed Company LLC on a 3,811 acre piece of land. 
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